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ABBREVIATIONS (English) 

a.a. = antiaircraft 

AD = back (regarding the center of a hull) 
A.D. = Admiral 

AM = Artillery and Supply 

a.n. = anti-ship 

A.O.I. = Italian East Africa 

A.S. = Anti-Submarine Arms 

AS = Vice admiral 

A.S.I. = Italian North Africa 

AV = ahead (regarding the center of a hull) 
Avv = warning (type of ship) 

b.t.g. = Depth Charges 

C.A. = Rear admiral 

c.a. = antiaircraft 

GB = gunboat 

C.C. = Lieutenant commander 

CE = Communications and Electrical services 
workers 

C.F. = Commander 

Cist = tanker 

DD = naval destroyer 

Cv = corvette 

C.V. = Captain 

Div. = Division 

Dr or Dm = minesweeper 

ecg = sonar 

F.A. = Armed Forces or Armed Forces 

fl. = flotilla 

F. N. = Naval Force 

G.M. = Ensign 

GN = Navy Corps of Engineers 

BC = battle cruiser 

CL= the light cruiser (armed with pieces from 
152 milimeter) 

CA = heavy cruiser (armed with pieces from 203 
milimeter) 

CR = cruiser 

M.F. = Mediterranean Fleet 

Mg. = mile or miles 

TB= torpedo boat 

Mv = motor patrol vessel 

M.V.S.N. = Voluntary Military service National 
Emergency 


ABBREVIAZIONI (Italian) 


aa. = antiaereo 

AD = addietro (rispetto al centro di uno scafo) 
A.D. = Ammiraglio di Divisione 

AM = Artiglieria e Munizionamento 

an. = antinave 

A.O.I. = Africa Orientale Italiana 

AS = Armi subacquee 

AS. = Ammiraglio di Squadra 

A.S.I. = Africa Settentrionale Italiana 

AV = avanti (rispetto al centro di uno scafo) 
Avv = avviso (tipo di nave) 

b.t.g. | = bombe torpedini da getto 

CA. = Contrammiraglio 

c.a. = contraereo 

Can = cannoniera 

CC. = Capitano di Corvetta 

CE = Comunicazioni e servizi Elettrici 
C.F. = Capitano di Fregata 

Cist = nave cisterna 

Ct = cacciatorpediniere 

Cv = corvetta 

C.V. = Capitano di Vascello) 

Div. = Divisione 

Dr o Dm= dragamine 

ecg = ecogoniometro 

F.A. = Forza Armata o Forze Armate 

fl. = flottiglia 

F.N. = Forza Navale 

G.M. = Guardiamarina 

GN = Genio Navale 

Ib = incrociatore da battaglia 

Il = incrociatore leggero (armato con pezzi 
da 152 mm) 

Ip = incrociatore pesante (armato con pezzi 
da 203 mm) 

Inc = Incrociatore 

M.-F. = Mediterranean Fleet 

Mg. = miglio 0 miglia 

Ms = motosilurante 

Mv = motovedetta 

M.V.S.N. = Milizia Volontaria Sicurezza 
Nazionale 
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Mz = motor barge 

BB = battleship 

CV = aircraft carriers 

P.fo = steamboat 

ML = Minelayer 

R.A.F. = Royal Air Force. 
r.g. = radio direction finder 
r.m. = maritime reconnaissance 
R.T. = Radio telegraph 

r. t. = Radio telegraphy 
r.t-f. or r.f. = radiotelephone 
Sm = submersible 

Sq. = Fleet 

sq. = squadron 

S.T.V. = Lieutenant 

Tp = torpedo boat 

AP = transport ship 

T.V. = Lieutenant 

V.A. = Vice-admiral 

Vas = antisubmarine escort 


Mz = motozattera 

Nb = nave da battaglia 

Pa = portaerei 

P.fo = piroscafo 

Pm = posamine 

R.A.F. = Royal Air Force : 
Re. = radiogoniometrico 

rm.  =ricognizione marittima 
R.T. = Radiotelegrafia 

rt. = radiotelegrafico 
FALLOT, = radiotelefonico 
Sm = sommergibile 

Sq. = Squadra 

sq. = squadriglia 

S.T.V. = Sottotenente di Vascello 
Tp = torpediniera 

Tr = nave da trasporto 

T.V. = Tenente di Vascello 
V.A. = Viceammiraglio 

Vas  =vedetta antisommergibile 


NOTES. - The hour protocols are indicated with six figures: the first two indicate the hour, 
the two successive ones indicate the minutes, the last ones indicate the date. 

The parentheses quadrants, included in extracts of other people's written witnesses or, 
comprise explicative phrases of the compiler. 
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CHAPTER I 


THE CONTRAST TO OPERATIONS 
"SUBSTANCE" (23-24 July 1941) 
"MINCEMEAT" (22-26 August 1941) 


1“ — The evolution of the situation 

Soon after Operation "Gaudo" the Naval Fleet remained only with the BB Cesare and 
Doria ready to fight. The Cavour could not more being restored in efficiency, as it was said in 
volume IV Le azioni navali in Mediterraneo 10-6-1940/31-3-1941 of this series. The Duilio could 
come back to Taranto in mid May 1941, after five months of work executed at Genoa, but it had to 
resume the training of the crew after much time of inactivity: it could be considered truly ready to 
fight at the end of June. The Littorio one was ready since first of May. The Vittorio Veneto 
remained outside combat, between repair and loss of training, until nearly all July. So that until 
this last month the bulk of the Naval Fleet it was not in full efficiency. 

After the destruction off of Cape Matapan of the 1“ Division (except the Gorizia) that 
remarkable lessening of power was then in period of work) also the whole of the heavy cruisers 
had endured one: on the 7, with which we entered the war, there remained 4. Of light cruisers - 
after the loss of the Colleoni and Diaz we still had 10. However the 14 cruisers available also 
represented always a sufficient number to the operating requirements, provided that it supported - 
when necessary - from the greater ships. And since the able BB only to face with analogous 
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armament those British ones were the two "Littorio" type, can be asserted that until the beginning 
of June the cruisers they remained lacking in adapted support. 

In those months of the spring 1941 important events happened in the Mediterranean: 
Greece was overrun from the troops of the Axis; the Germany occupied Crete inflicting Luftwaffe 
with remarkable losses to the forces of the M.F. engaged in the protection of the convoys of 
evacuation of Greece and Crete; the aerial hammering of Malta for the transfer in Cyrenaica and 
also to Crete of a part of X CAT diminished subsequently, not replaced - as a result of the 
beginning of the German hostilities against Russia - from other aerial unit in Sicily. 

In consequence of the changed relativity of the main forces to our disadvantage and of the 
prescription of Mussolini not to employ the Naval Fleet outside of the range of the fighter aircraft 
based on land (until the system of airplane-naval cooperation was at least not perfected in the 
methods and means) the prevalence of the English fleet in the Mediterranean became still more 
operationally sensitive. In particular, the strong reduction of the aerial pressure on Malta gave to 
new life to this British base, a lot that - beyond allowing a greater concentration of submarines and 
aircrafts was located to mid April also a group of 4 naval destroyers called "K Force" under the 
command of Capt. Mack. 

Therefore, from one side the Naval Fleet was not sent from Supermarina to carry out 
participations in the operational cycle concluding with the occupation of Crete and from the other 
side our losses in the traffic with Libya - than most losses had been maintained within limits 
during the winter - began to decrease, for how much in not worrisome measure (1). 

On 16 April had the salient episode of the intensified British action against such traffic, 
which had to the nocturnal attack near the sand banks of Kerkennah of Force K — who just arrived 
at 


(1) The losses, than had been maintained between December 1940 and February 1941 on 
one medium of 0.7% for the pOersonnel and of 4.7% for the material, that amounted to: Personnel: 
3.6% in March, 4.9% in April, 20% in May, 0% in June, 2% in July - Material: 8% in March, 9% 
in April, 6% in May, 6% in June, 19% in July. 

On the strong loss of personnel recorded in the month of May, it influenced the sinking of 
the Conte Rosso loaded with troops, by the Sub Upholder 24 May. 
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Malta - against a convoy of 5 steamboats escorted from the DDs Tarigo, Lampo and Baleno. We 
lost the three DDs (one of which, the Lampo) could be retrieved on 8 August on the shoal where 
one had stranded) and all the steamboats, 3 sink and 2 run aground on the sand banks. English lost 
the DD Mohawk (1). 

Five days later, on 21 April, the M.F. bombed Tripoli for approximately half hour after 
approximately two hours of related aerial bombing. 

And interesting to examine, is also shortly, the genesis of this operation. In that period - 
April 1941 - the express was being delineated fall of Greece and the troops to the 31 Axis had 
begun March the counter-offensive, retaking all of Cyrenaica until the old border with Egypt, that 
they reached on 20 April: only the fort of Tobruk remained in hand to English, that they had 
decided to concentrate their efforts in order to hold it. 

Therefore on the M.F. and the R.A.F. they had come to be incumbent two fundamental 
tasks: to at first continue the transport to Greece of the forces necessary in order to try to then 
avoid the yielding of the ally and their evacuation to Crete if the resistance had become 
impossible; to interrupt the Italy-Libyan traffic in order to remove every combative ability to the 
Italian-German Army in North Africa. The M.F. not being able to move itself to Malta for safety 
reasons, Admiral Cunningham had to limit himself to send the 4 DDs, of which we have already 
spoken, which with fast incursions would have integrated the work of the submarines and of the 
aircrafts he located to that island. It was then believed to render the port of Tripoli unusable, 
bottling it with the sinking in the entrance of one battleship and a type C cruiser "Cairo"), while 
the M.F. would have executed an intense strafing of the locality, synchronized in immediate 
succession with a heavy aerial attack. 

After a bitter controversy between the Admiralty and Admiral Cunningham on the 
opportunity or not than to sacrifice a BB, than 


(1) After this painful experience, and until it remained at Malta Force K, we adopted the 
provision protect the more important convoys, beyond that with direct escort, also with Divisions 
of cruisers. The 28 July 1941, on one of these missions was torpedoed the Garibaldi, than but it 
succeeded to return then to base to remaining unusable for approximately 4 months. 
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he would have had to be the Barham) was concluded to limit itself to the naval bombardment, 
facing the twofold risk of the defensive mined fields of the approaches of Tripoli and the aerial 
attacks from airport close to Castelbenito. 

And therefore the M.F. the morning of 18 April left from Alexandria with the BB 
Warspite, Barham, Valiant, the CV Formidable, two Cr and numerous DD, reaching in front of 
Tripoli towards 04:00 hours of the 21". 

"After an intense aerial bombing lasted approximately two hours - a report of Supermarina 
said - at 04:10 enemy naval forces they have opened the fire with bores from 381 and smaller 
against the port, the city and the adjacency, while the airplane maintained illuminated the zone 
with flares. The fire is stopped at 05:00. Of the warships only the TB Partenope has received light 
damages to the topside, but its commander is passed away. [ C.C. Guglielmo Durantini ]. The 
steamboats Assiria and Marocchino have been hit and rest on the bottom; the motor patrol vessel 
Cicconetti is sunk. And state also hit the steamboat Sabbia) that time makes had been damaged 
from bombs of airplane. Numerous damages have suffered the buildings from the city. They have 
been found various projectiles unexploded. The numerous aerial recognitions, decided for the 
search of the enemy, have not concurred to localize the opposing naval forces of which are do not 
know consistency, position and route ". 

On the 23™ the M.F. returned undisturbed that morning to Alexandria, at 10:30 of the 22™ 
it was only sighted to the south-west of Cape Krio (Clay) from an aircraft of Aviation of the 
Aegean. Admiral Cunningham comments: 

"[after the bombardment] we directed towards the northeast at high speed preparing us for 
strong aerial attacks. But, for one reason or other, nothing happened. Perhaps the Luftwaffe too 
much was occupied elsewhere... The lacked enemy reaction was a very appreciated much outside 
program. My personal fears had waved but the total loss of a ship on the mined fields and the 
serious damages to all the ships for dive bombing. 

"The navigation of return to Alexandria was calm enough. Along the route a formation 
joined with us that, under the orders of the Adm. Pridham Wippell, had bombarded the coast 
between Benghazi and Tobruk. Appeared the usual reconnaissance aircraft and someone were shot 
down; an attack of three "Ju.88" was covered from "Fulmar" of the Formidable that of it they made to 
shoot down two into the sea. 
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"We had been incredibly fortunate, or perhaps assist from the Sky. I was myself opposed 
from the beginning to the bombardment of Tripoli by means of the Fleet, and I opposed myself 
again to the idea of a retort of the operation caress in their minds from the Authorities in the home 
land ". 

Admiral Cunningham took care himself not to defy a second time the good fortune, risking 
the M.F. in an action much adapted to the air forces, much more than the ships they were precious 
for onerous tasks in course of performance in that phase of the war. And his opinion ended in order 
to assert itself, much more than on 24 April had to be begun the evacuation of the British forces 
from Greece. 

To the end of April replaced them to Malta the three DDs, remained after the loss of the 
Mohawk) with the V flotilla with 6 DD commanded by Capt. Lord Mountbatten and supported by 
the Gloucester. This obligated us to employ for the indirect escort of the convoys, when their 
importance advised it, naval groups comprising Divisions of cruisers. At the same time we 
adopted, which offensive anti-ship means, also putting down of magnetic mines from part of 
aircrafts to the entrance of the port of La Valletta and also of Alexandria. 

On 2 May on one of these mines went to bottom the DD Jersey of the Group 
"Mountbatten", and the Gloucester with another two DDs, instead returning to Malta from a 
mission that they were executing, went to Gibraltar whence they would return with a convoy of 
next organization. 

In fact, it was urgent for English to make to arrive reinforces to the combatant troops to 
North Africa; above all tanks and self-propelled artilleries, after the losses endured during the 
recent counter-offensive of the Axis. In simultaneous with the passage through the Mediterranean 
of these reinforcements aboard of a convoy of 5 fast steamboats (15 knots), that it would have 
arrived in Egypt much too late if were started for the way of the Cape of Good Hope, Cunningham 
had thought to start on Malta from the east four ships with supplies, beyond to two oil tankers with 
24 thousand tons of naphtha, of which the necessity for feeding the activity of the light ships was 
felt to move in the island. At the same time the BB Queen Elizabeth and the Naiad (with 10 pieces 
from 133 mm.) and Fiji (with 12 pieces from 152 mm.) would have gone to reinforce the M.F. 
through, the Mediterranean. 

To this complex operation the name of "Tiger" was given. On 6 
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May the M.F. and Force H exited respective from Alexandria and Gibraltar. A particular service of 
urgency minesweeping, with depth charges, was disposed in front of Malta. 

AS was customary, Force H accompanied the convoy until the Channel of Sicily, which 
then it was taken under the protection of the M.F., after that it had assured the arrival to La 
Valletta of the six mercantile ships coming from Alexandria, making to precede them by a corvette 
equipped for the magnetic mine sweep, which made to explode a dozen of mines which escaped 
the concussion produced from the depth charges. 

To the height of Benghazi the Ajax with 3 DD was detached in order to bombard the port 
in the night between the 7 and 8 May: they had the luck to meet the steamboat Tenace of 1,142 
T.S.L. escorted from the armed MS Capitano Cecchi of 2,321 T.S.L., both being sunk by gunfire. 

The M.F. arrived without incidents to the south of Malta and detached 5 Crs in order to 
meet in the Channel of Sicily the convoy coming from the west. 

"Providence worked for us - Admiral Cunningham wrote - In relation to the season, the 
weather was absolutely abnormal: gloomy and with low clouds that came down end nearly to the 
top of the masts of the ships. On the screen of the Radars several enemy airplane were observed: 
they tried to find us, but, thanks to the bad visibility, there were not any attack. All those that 
happened was that a "Fulmar” of the Formidable) flying under clouds, shot down a "Ju.88". We 
met the convoy: a cargo vessel had gone to bottom in the Channel for collision against a mine; 
another had been torpedoed, but it had been able to continue. The Force H signaled us of being 
violently attacked from the air, having decimated the aggressor, without to receive any damage. 

"The Fleet and the convoy took to navigate towards the east. The convoy very was protect 
from the three a.a. cruisers Carlisle, Calcutta and Coventry) as well as from the Dido, from the 
Naiad and the Phoebe equipped of medium antiaircraft armament [the first with the 102 mm. and 
others two with 133 mm.]. 

"The haze lasted and will not endure any aerial attack until the night of 10 May, when - 
with flat calm and full moon - the convoy endured an attack that was rejected. Then the aircrafts 
caught up to the Fleet, attacking it from the opposite side to the moon from high and low altitude 
at the same time. The frightful volume of 
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fire triggered from the four BB and the CV prevented that the launch of the bombs was taken care 
of and some bombs fell near the DDs of the escort. 

"The V DD flotilla was detached to the height of Benghazi in order to carry out another 
fire action before returning to Malta, and the Fleet and the convoy safe and sound arrived at 
Alexandria on 12 May". 

From Italian side the opposing forces and the convoy were sighted, to the east and the 
west, the morning and the afternoon of the 8", divided again - as always - in several groups. The 
first sight was had from part of aircrafts of the X CAT at 06:58 at 135 miles to north of Benghazi 
(1 BB, 3 Cr, 15 unknown ships) with route 110°; the second, with route 290°, at 07:20 to 80 miles 
for north from Tocra, than finds on the Cyrenaica coast 40 miles to the northeast of Benghazi (1 
CV, 2 Cr, 2 DD, 6 MM). At 16:20 these two groups were again seen, united, with route 290° to 
155 miles for 325° from Benghazi. 

At 10:40 the first sight of Force H was had with route 90°, 30 miles to NNE of Cape de 
Fer (extreme east of the bay of Philippeville), estimated in 2 BB, 1 CV, 6 Cr, several DD and 10 
MM. It was then continuation with ulterior recognitions until the sunset: At 20:20 it turned out 
near the Skerki bench, approximately 40 miles to north of Cape Bon, already divided into two 
groups: one with directed west and the other, comprising route towards the steamboats, directed to 
the east, as of fact it had to be according to the British operating plan. 

In relation to these sights, the offensive activity of the Aeronautics and the X CAT began, 
during which we lost two aerial torpedo bombers, a bomber, a "S.79" in recognition service and a 
fighter "Cr.42". 

Supermarina gave the following dispositions: 

- suspended the traffic from and for Libya; 

- it first made to prepare in an hour and then to exit from Palermo at 20:45 the 8" and 4" 
Div. (Abruzzi and Garibaldi - Bande Nere and Cadorna -5 DDs) in cruise of vigilance to north of 
the Sicily; 

- it put in alarm the defense of the Sardinia and the Sicily; 

- it ordered to the 5" Div. (Cesare and Duilio), that it was to Naples, and the ships that 
were at Taranto to assume the preparation in three hours from 04:00 of the 9". 

The 4" and 8" Div. returned to Palermo at 09:45 of the 9" without to have made any 
encounter. 
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The state of the sea prevented the employment of the MAS and TBs in the Channel of 
Sicily. 

The various groups of the British forces were spotted again and attack in the successive 
days: the last attack in the Western Mediterranean was executed at 15:45 of 10 May, and that one 
in the eastern Mediterranean at 21:10 of 11 May. 

From the 9" and after, however, it turns out the recognitions and of the actions of attack 
were beset from adverse the meteorological conditions, recognized as providential for the English 
ships of Admiral Cunningham. In spite of a engagement in the air, not always they were traces the 
groups of British ships and, when it was sighted, the aerial attacks did not obtain positive results or 
the aircrafts did not succeed to carry to fulfillment the offensive actions. 

On the whole from 8 to 10 May, according to the appraisals of the flight crews, would 
have been obtained results contained in war bulletins n. 338, 339, 340 of days 9, 10, 11 May 1941: 























Ships hit from bombs Ships hit with torpedo 
1 battleship 1 battleship 
1 aircraft carrier 1 aircraft carrier (Same) 
2 steamboats 3 cruisers 

1 naval destroyer 

3 steamboats 








The Second the official lists of the British Admiral, concerning the ships lost and damaged 
and cargo vessels, the real results we obtained were: 

- The DD Fortune damaged from a bomb 10 May the entrance of Cape Bougaroni (the 
extreme west of the bay of Philippeville). 

- The steamboat Empire Song sunk for collision against a mine 9 May. 

Moreover, 8 May was hit in an aerial bombing the SS Rawnsley under the Cretan coast: 
run aground, lost definitively on 12 May. This steamboat, however, was not part of any of the 
convoys included in operation "Tiger". Of the steamboat that - torpedoed - could have continued, 
according to 
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Admiral Cunningham, it is not noted in the cited lists. Of, of other part, it turns out from the 
documentation that in the night between the 8" and 9" our naval ships or aircrafts they have 
operated against the convoy. He could are be a matter themselves of a steamboat that against had 
hit a mine (but believed torpedoed) receiving easy repairable damages and therefore not to 
comprise between the ships put outside of service for a considerable time. 

The one success obtained with operation "Tiger" caused congratulations of the Admiralty 
to Admiral Cunningham and put in a state of euphoria the British war Cabinet, so mush that 
Chuchill would have intentional to repeat a more soon to analogous operation. But the Admiralty 
was opposed and the new convoy was started by way of the Cape. "We all congratulate Admiral 
Cunningham who does not comment in its book of memories because we were of all aware of the 
fact that the success obtained had to be attributed to the gloomy and cloudy time, that in that 
season it was without precedent in the Mediterranean” (1). 

On the greater ships of our Fleet, as noted by Admiral Iachino in his book Operazione 
Mezzo Giugno, the inaction of those days had provoked disappointment between the crews, 
especially when the magnificent bulletins the activity of the aviation. It took care itself to 
strengthen the minds, justifying the lacked participation the ships with the insufficiency of the 
news on the opposing movements (that it was also true), and he sent to the Chief of the G.S. a 
letter with a memorandum of operating argument. The important thing, on which he insisted, was 
the urgency to decidedly face the problem of the airplane-naval cooperation, without which the 
ships could not be sent into action with good perspectives of success. And in fact, from the end of 
the same May the issue was faced from the Comando Supremo, entrusting of the study with the 
compilation of concrete executive norms to two high officials, one of Navy and one of the 
Aeronautics (as was said in the volume 


(1) With the arrival at Alexandria of the Queen Elizabeth and the two cruisers Naiad and Fiji and 
with the allocation of two new Admirals to the M.F. (Adm. King and Glennie), Admiral Cunningham 
therefore shared the Commands of his Force: Pridham-Wippell Commander of the BB with his flag on the 
Queen Elizabeth; King commander of the 15" Cr. Div. with his flag on the Naiad; Glennie Commander of 
the DDs with his flag on the Dido; on the Orion (7" Cr Div.) Admiral Rawlings raised his flag’ 
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IV Le azioni navali in Mediterraneo 10-6-1940/31-3-1941 of this series). 

On 20 May had beginning, after the local conquest of the dominion of the air, the 
operation of the capture of Crete, that happening (in conditions represented begins not easy, for the 
strong opposite contrast from the British troops presents on Crete) of the Luftwaffe and of the 
troops parachuted, which they were capacities reinforces with successes disembarks from the air 
and the sea. The Navy contributed assigning to the direct or indirect protection of the convoys of 
small ships, transporting through the Aegean troops and supplies, 6 DD, 8 TB, 14 Mas, 9 Sub. 

They distinguished in this operational cycle the TB Lupo (Comdr. Francisco Mimbell1) 
and Sagittario (Lt. Comdr. Giuseppe Cigala Fulgosi), that they were protagonists of two tactically 
well lead heroic episodes. 

In the operation the M.F. lost, being itself wasted without saving in order to support the 
Cretan defense at first and in order then protect the evacuation of the troops, 3 Cr, 6 DD, 14 
smaller ships; 2BB, 1 CV, 6 Cr, 4 DD had seriously damaged, 1 antisubmarine ships; seriously 
less damages 1 BB, 3 Cr. 4 DD (1). 

The consequence was this to have due to operate without having the aerial supremacy in 
that zone for all the operational cycle, lasted a pair of weeks. And to think that to us touched to 
make the same experience in order nearly all the war. 

The hemorrhage of the M.F. during the Cretan battle and the loss of the positions poor 
Greek-Crete in serious crisis the British predominance in the theater of the eastern Mediterranean, 
so much that Admiral Cunningham declared that for the moment it had to keep itself on the 
defensive and that the situation was on the hem of the abyss. 

What saved the English was the concentration of all the German efforts against Russia, 
putting therefore in second place the prosecution of the offensive against Egypt, with the purpose 
to resume the fight in depth against the British positions after to have liquidated first the goal of 
1941 Russia, as firmly the Germany deceived of being able to make. 


(1) The BB seriously damaged was Warspite and Barham; the CV was the Formidable. 


All three had to leave Alexandria, after temporary repairs, in order to execute the important work 
necessary in base adapted. Admiral Cunningham transferred its flag onto the Queen Elizabeth. 


Page. 25 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
ont Operation ''Substance" (Map n. 1) 

To mid July a new re-supplying of Malta, which had not received nearly nothing from first 
of May (but some small supplies for means of submarines and airplane), introduced with character 
of urgency by the English. Profiting that the German air forces were concentrated in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, it was decided to send a convoy from the west under the protection of Force H, 
embarking also troops on the cruisers. 

The operation, called "Substance", had beginning in the night between the 20 and the 21 
July with the passage through the Strait of Gibraltar of 6 cargos steamboats already, coming from 
England and escorted from Gibraltar under the command of Admiral Somerville and also 
reinforced the Force H from the BB Nelson (IX-406, 23 nodes) and by the Cr. Div. (Admiral 
Syfret) composed of the Edinburgh and Manchester (XII-152), Arethusa (VI-152) and 10 DD, all 
ships also coming from England. 

The aerial protection of the force ship-steamboats was executed from the aircrafts of the 
Ark Royal until the Channel of Sicily and from the "Beaufighter" of Malta from the Channel of 
Sicily and after. It was profited of the circumstance in order to supply the escort, during the return, 
of 7 empty steamboats that in were attended of the first favorable occasion in order to go to 
Gibraltar. 

Eight English submarines remained the entire time in necessary ambush off of Naples, the 
Sicily and the Sardinia. 

Of the six steamboats coming from England, the Leinster - with 1,800 men aboard it 
assigned to Malta as of government and flight personal of the R.A.F. — it ran aground off of the 
Strait of Gibraltar and, after re-floating, entered that base. 

The bulk of Force H inverted the route, as usual, shortly before arriving to the Channel of 
Sicily, and with the steamboats continued the Syfret Division (the cited 3 Cr and 10 DD, beyond to 
the Manxman, that it was a fast minelayer of 2,650 standards tons used in the occasion as CLAA, 
having numerous VI-102 a.a. and a.a. machine-gunner). 

The shipment (except the Leinster) reached Malta on 24 July and, after an express 
refueling, the Syfret Division left again joined the 7 above cited steamboats, that they were already 
exited from the port directing towards the west. On 27 July the ships reached Gibraltar. 

The operation did not escape Supermarina, but only on 23 July 
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when the convoy was next to the Channel of Sicily - it had elements in order to judge of the nature. 

In fact, our informers had marked on the morning of the 21" that the Renown, with the Ark 
Royal, 3 Cr and some DD, had left Gibraltar directed to the east; but they had not been able to see 
the group ship-steamboats that it had in the night journeyed in the Strait. 

The morning of the 22™ only a group of warships had been sighted from a our 
reconnaissance aircraft to south of Majorca, and Supermarina had appreciated that it could be a 
matter of an operation of launch from aboard of the CV of aircrafts assigns to Malta, or of a 
bombing of a coastal zone. For being able to face every eventuality, Supermarina the same evening 
ordered to the Fleet to keep itself ready to move in two hours from hours zero of the 23". 

In that moment they could have taken to the sea Littorio and Vittorio Veneto (1) and the 
Duilio from Taranto; the 3™ Div. (Trieste, Bolzano, Gorizia) from Messina; Garibaldi, 
Montecuccoli, Di Giussano, Da Barbiano, Palermo. 

Finally the morning of the 23™ the convoy was uncovered also, against which the aircrafts 
of Armera acted in the day, while the Naval Forces were not made to take part because it was too 
much late for being able to intercept the convoy before that it reached in the Channel of Sicily. 
Instead was sent in ambush a group of 4 Mas under the command of the commander Ernesto 
Forza. 

The aerial attacks obtained this time some real successes, without however preventing that 
the steamboats reached Malta although other four aerial attacks deliver the morning of the 24" 
near Malta: it was from aerial torpedo bombers sunk the DD Fearless and damaged the 
Manchester (that had to turn back at once under tow); the DD Firedrake had serious damages 
caused from bombers while the steamboat Sydney Star embedded a torpedo, continuing with the 
attendance of a DD until Malta, launched from the Mas sent in ambush in the Channel of Sicily. 

The group of the steamboats departed from Malta was attacked by aircraft 


(1) The two BB, constituent the 9" Division, were then under the command of Admiral 


Carlo Bergamini, boarded on the Vittorio Veneto. On the Littorio was instead Admiral Iachino, 
Commander the Naval Fleet of which made part that Division. 
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in the afternoon of the 24" to SSW of Sardinia and at 17:11 a torpedo bomber hit the steamboat 
Hoegh Hood) that it could however continue navigation arriving at Gibraltar the 27" a few hours 
after the escort forces. 

While in the eastern Mediterranean had taken to the sea the Battle Fleet (that is the BB) of 
the M.F. "in order to try to trick the enemy - as Cunningham wrote - to make believe that it went to 
meet the convoy in order to escort it after Malta towards the east; two Sub had been sent to the 
west of Crete in order launch marks them of evolution, while the BB returned in the night to 
Alexandria ". According to the Admiral this stratagem worked, but instead Supermarina and 
Superaereo - although the 23™ the English BB was sighted - they did not let to distract from the 
main task, that it was the contrast of the march of the coming from convoy from Gibraltar. 

Therefore closed the operation "Substance" without participation of our main naval forces, 
with new disappointment of the crews, whose regret had increased from the pain of the failure of 
the heroic enterprise tried against Malta in the night of the 25-26 July from a group of 9 
motorboats equal to that with they had happened operated at Suda and from 2 "pigs", supported 
from some light ship (1). 

Admiral Jachino felt of having to make once again present to the Chief of the general staff 
"the necessity not any more to have our naval forces remain inactive in occasion of other eventual 
passages of British convoys in the Mediterranean, and to avoid that the minds were depressed 
excessive losing the necessary combat”. 

Sometimes effectively - as it is well known - the activity in war is the corroborative of 
spirit, than in perhaps more every element other type of human activity, and must make to take the 
sea to the ships even if - as in occasion of the operation "Substance" - esteem not to be able itself 
to take part timely against the enemy. This, because the crews, not being in a position to making 
appreciations strategic, are not supported from the reasoning, but only animated from the noble 
eagerness to act. 


(1) See volume XIV the means of onslaught of this series. 
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At the end of July the admiral of the fleet Inigo Campioni, who was name Governor of the 
Islands of the Aegean, was replaced in command by Deputy of the G.S. of the Navy by Admiral 
Luigi Sansonetti that left the 3 Div. of equal rank Bruno Brivonesi. Being he a lot brought 
together with Admiral Iachino, to whose orders until had then operated, the mutual understanding 
and the collaboration between Supermarina and the Fleet Commander of he had advantage. 


3" - Events of transition between "Substance" and ''Mincemeat" 

A few days after the end of operation "Substance" and just at 17:30 of 30 July reached 
Supermarina the news of the sortie from Gibilterra at 07:00 of the same day of the Force H 
(Nelson - Renown - Ark Royal- 2 CR -8 DD) with route to the east. In the immediately days 
previous Supermarina had been put on the warning from the interception of a remarkable r.t. traffic 
of operating character and from frequent aerial attacks on the Sicilian and Sardinian airports of our 
maritime reconnaissance, let alone appearing of opposing reconnaissance aircraft on our bases of 
the Lower Tyrrhenian and of Taranto. 

As soon as received the news of 30 July was soon decided for: - the suspension of the 
traffics in the Central Mediterranean; 

- the concentration to Pantelleria of all the efficient Mas locates in the zone (13 boats); 

- the preparation of the torpedo boats available in Sicily (6 ships); 

- the dispatch of Subs in ambush to SW of the Sardinia and between Pantelleria and Malta; 

- the dispatch in ambush, to precautionary scope, of Sub from La Spezia in the gulf of 
Genoa; the execution of wide aerial explorations from the successive day, 31 July, and after in 
both basins of the Mediterranean. 

At 02:00 of the 31“ Force H was localized by r.g. under the Spanish coast; given the point, 
its average speed until then maintained was estimated in approximately 10 knots. 

In the morning of the 31“ new informers they gave in sortie from Gibraltar a sure number 
of steamboats and 3 cruisers. 
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Having all the recognitions of the 31“ give outcome negative, was ordered that the 
ambushes of the MAS and of the TB in waters of Pantelleria and Cape Bon were to begin in the 
night between the 1 and 2 August. The cruisers Divisions located in Sicily were left in normal 
preparation, while the battleships - that they were at Taranto - had order to pass to the preparation 
in two hours for the case that became their passage in the Tyrrhenian necessary. 

At 23:00 of the 31 July news reached Supermarina that a German aircraft of the Lufthansa 
had sighted at 16:45 50 miles to the east of the Balearics a force of 13 ships including a CV (the 
number of the ships coincided with that one of the ships of Force H, given as sailed from Gibraltar 
the morning of the 30"). 

Between 02:15 and the 04:45 of August the zone of Port Conte- Alghero endured a 
bombing, with insignificant damages, from part of light ships and aircrafts. The same day the 
Force H was spotted two times with route the south-west, coming from the northeast of the 
Balearics. It was spotted the 2" and 3™ in the zone of sea comprised between Formentera and 
meridian of Philippeville, and the evening of 4 August returned to Gibraltar. 

While our ambushes in the Channel of Sicily had negative results: that one of the night 
from to 2 August had been frustrated from the high sea and that one of the successive night, with 
improved weather, had not carried to sight of enemy ships. Vice versa at 22:20 of 2 August a 
patrol of aircrafts torpedo bombers had attacked with the lunar light a group of 8 ships (estimated 
steamboats) to the west of Malta with route towards Pantelleria. 

R.t. interceptions had made to presume that also a group of ships of the M.F. was in sea, 
for not sighted until now from the aerial recognition. 

Then, Supermarina did not succeed makes an idea of that what had the English done. 
Today from the Volume of the work The War at Sea, compiled by the Adm. Roskill and making 
the part of the "History of the Second World War - United Kingdom Military Series" learns how 
much follows. 

The operation "Substance" had reached its purpose essential to make supplies reach Malta. 
Only the steamboat Leinster, to cause of running aground, had not been able to continue with the 
convoy. Given the urgency to complete the supplying of Malta with men and with the materials 
embarked on this steamboat, at dawn 
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of the 31 July — with the cover of the diversion made by Force H to north of the Baleari and from 
the coastal action to Port Conte- Alghero the Leinster had left Gibraltar escorted by the Hermione, 
Arethusa, Manxman and 2 DD. The group reached Malta on 2 August (crossing the Channel of 
Sicily in the night in which the our small torpedo boats they had not been able to maintain the 
ambush), had disembarked in a few hours men and materials and the 4 had returned to Gibraltar. 

On the combining Pantelleria-Malta the CL Hermione rammed the Sub Tembien in the 
first hours of 2 August, sinking it, while at high speed it directed towards Malta, as after the war it 
could be assessed. 


4". Operation "Mincemeat" 

a) The Italian genesis and dispositions. 

Until the beginning of the third decade of August no other opposing asset particularly 
important was found, if except the intense traffic for the supply of besieged Tobruk, executed from 
the English especially with DD, not without damages and losses. 

But on 21 August Supermarina was informed of an imminent exit of Force H from 
Gibraltar and at 09:00 hours of the 22" it had news that in the first hours after the midnight the 
departure of the Nelson with the Ark Royal had happened, the Hermione and 5 DD. In the 
hypothesis that this force protected a directed convoy to the east with other forces of directed 
escort, Supermarina taken - in a meeting with Superaereo held near the Comando Supremo - the 
following provisions, without to attend the day after for having confirmation from the aerial 
recognition that the opposing operation was in course: 

- vigilance with Sub and Mas of the Channel of Sicily completes; 

- immediate execution with a group of DD of rests of the last feature of the obstruction of 
mines of the Channel of Sicily; ambushes of Sub to the south-west of the Sardinia; 

- deployment of a naval force composed of 2 BB, 4 CA and 23 DD for the 22:00 of 23 
August to the center of the Mid Tyrrhenian, approximately 60 miles to the east of the Sardinia, 
ready to move itself (by means of radio-dispatch 
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comprising a single conventional word for everyone) to south of Sardinia or the west of the 
Bocche di Bonifacio, according to the indications on the movements of the adversary who would 
have supplied the aerial recognition in the day of the 23"; 

- Reinforce of the normal reconnaissance aircraft to the present units of r.m. in Sardinia (in 
total 45 reconnaissance aircraft, besides the 11 embarked on the ships); 

- preparation to the motion of one Division of 3 CL and 5 DD, in port to Palermo, from 
05:00 hours of the 24". 

The sketch n. | illustrates the program of the operation. 


Schizzo n. 1 
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Superaereo decided that: 

- a concentration in Sardinia or Sicily (according to the operating requirements) of 
aircrafts torpedo bombers was carried out: efficient and available there were 23; 

- analogous concentration of bombers: efficient and available 76, 

- ditto for the fighters: 202 aircrafts efficient and available, of which already 162 in 
Sardinia and Sicily and 40 ready to transfer from the fields of the III Fleet (Central Italy) (1). 

Here it is necessary to open a short pause in order to remember that from the end of May 
they were in course the intense studies in order to upgrade and to perfect the aerial cooperation to 
the naval operations. 

The issues essential to resolve were: 

- the communications directed between Commanders at sea and Commanders of the 
airports; 

- the communications directed between naval Commands in port or sea and aerial units in 
flight; 

- the modalities in order to keep posted the aeronautical Commanders of the situation at 
sea (positions, routes and speed of the naval ships); 

- the modalities in order to assure the continuous presence of the fighters on the naval 
ships, until these could be maintained within the useful range of the fighters; 

- the modalities in order to assure the fastest transmission of results of the offensive aerial 
activity against the adversary to the naval Commandos. 

To the date of the begun of the operation on 22 August already had been for a long time 
compiled from the two high officials in charge and approved of from the Comando Supremo first 
edition of the norms and the related codes, and had been made aerial - naval practices both with 
the ships in port and profiting of their escapes for training. 

Therefore Superaereo on 22 August had ordered that the aerial units assigned to the 
operation were adhered to such norms and the two high officers 


(1) For "available" must themselves be meant - for all the three specialties - those 


apparatuses that were already on the place and those that could be transferred from other bases 
with a few hours of flight. 
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24 August morning went in flight in Sardinia in order to follow close gives the application of such 
norms and to state of the degree of adhesion to the truth during carrying out itself of the events. 


b) The British plan of action. 

The operation "Mincemeat" had three fundamental goals: 

1) attack to industrial systems and cork forests in the north of the Sardinia for means of 
aircrafts embarked; 

2) cover at a distance of an operation of rests of mines in waters of Livorno; 

3) demonstrative action in force along the Spanish coasts (in order to perhaps influence on 
the attitude of Spain, that it was pressed by Germany in order to drag it to flank of the Axis). 

A share of the Force H had therefore to leave Gibraltar in the night on 22 August, 
entrusting to the aircrafts of the Ark Royal the first task; the fast minelayer Manxman had to acquit 
the second task; the third goal would have been achieved with all the forces on the way of the 
return to Gibraltar. 

To the operation some movement of convoys was not connected, by it was previewed 
divertive actions from part of the forces of Alexandria, that then were engaged in two important 
operations: transport to Cyprus of a Division of the Army and the substitution at Tobruk with one 
Polish Brigade with half of the 18" Infantry Division. 


c) The development of the operation. 

Based on the decisions made by Supermarina on 22 August and to some varying adopted 
during emanation of the executive orders, the several naval ships left the respective bases and they 
gathered in sea as follows: 

- At 16:00 exited from Taranto the 9" Division (Littorio and Vittorio Veneto) with 6 DD in 
order to arrive at 22:00 of the 23" at the previewed point to the east of the Sardinia; at 18:00 of the 
23" the Littorio embarked a cryptographic group from Rome sent with one squadron of 3 DD 
coming from Naples; 

- at 09:50 of the 23" it departed from Messina the 3" Division (Trieste, Trento, Bolzano, 
Gorizia) with 4 DD; it was joined at 18:00 by another two 
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DD coming from Palermo; at 05:00 of the 24" joined with "Littorio" group off of Cape Carbonara; 

- a group of 5 DD, coming from Trapani, joined with the Naval Force a little after 05:00 
hours of the 24" off of Cape Carbonara, carrying therefore the destroyers that accompanied the 
greater ships to 20 DD (the 5 DD was those that the head had finished the obstruction of mines in 
the Channel of Sicily); 

- the 8" Division (Abruzzi - Attendolo - Montecuccoli) exited from Palermo to the 05:30 of 
the 24" with 5 DD, directing in order to execute a cruise towards La Galite (commanded by Adm. 
Giuseppe Lombardic, succeeded the equal ranking Antonio Legnani on 21 June 1941); 

-8 Subs were disposed in ambush in the points marked in the diagram n. 2; 

-8 Mas took to the ambushes at Cape Bon and astride of Pantelleria (Graphical n. 2). 

In total they took therefore part to the operation: 2 BB -4 CA -3 CL -25 DD -8 Subs -8 
Mas. 

And here as the events were carried out, second the relation of Supermarina. 

At 09:10 of the 23" (while they were in course the movements of our naval groups, as 
indicated in the diagram n. 2) Force H was sighted from a reconnaissance aircraft approximately 
90 miles to south of Majorca; it appreciated that it had a route 270° with speed 14 knots and that 
was composed of 1 BB, 1 CV, 1 Cr, 4 DD. 

At 19:18 radio-direction finder surveys gave for the Force H a position 145 miles west of 
Cape Teulada. 

Consequently Supermarina gave to the "Littorio" Group the order to find itself for the 
08:00 of the 24" to 30 miles to south of Cape Carbonara and to the 8" Division to exit from 
Palermo at 05,30 of the 24" and to direct for the island of La Galite with the goal to intercept an 
eventual opposing convoy. Of this last Supermarina disposition it informed Admiral Iachino, given 
the faculty otherwise to employ it based on the evolution of the situation. Yields moreover 
executive the device of vigilance and ambush with Subs and Mas in the Channel of Sicily. 

Towards 05:00 hours of the morning of the 24" some aircrafts a few incendiary bombs and 
fragments in the zone of the Coghinas launch and on Tempio Pausania. The damages were light, 
although the region was 
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rich of cork forests: one destroyed house and a soldier killed. 

At 07:45 of the 24" the opposing naval group was sighted from a reconnaissance aircraft 
30 miles to the east of Minorca with route 105° and speed 20 knots. Nearly at the same time a 
British reconnaissance aircraft sighted our F.N. to south of the Sardinia and Supermarina 
(intercepted some signal of discovery) of it perceived our Supreme Commander at sea, Admiral 
Tachino. 

To this sight it followed an intense exchange of messages r.t. between Malta, Gibraltar, the 
Admiralty, the Force H and the M.F.. Came intercepts also numerous telegrams operated directed 
urgent to submarines at sea. 

Given the relative position of the two counter opposing naval forces, Supermarina 
estimated that - in consideration of the tie for ours to keep itself within the range of fighter cover - 
it was from thinking improbable the encounter before the day of the 24". 

Therefore order to the Supreme Commander at sea was given that "in case does not turn 
out possible the encounter in the diurnal hours with enemy forces in the zone protected by our 
fighters, maintains to the east of 8° meridian [meridian a little to the west of the western coast of 
the Sardinia ] and, after to have supported the recognition that the 8" Division to it must carry out 
until to La Galite and Cape Serrat, it re-enters the Tyrrhenian sending the DD that of it will have 
need to resupply to Cagliari and Trapani". 

Then was ordered to the 9" Group -3™ Division to find itself at 10:00 of the 25" at 28 
miles for 150° from Cape Carbonara in order repeating the maneuver of the previous day. 

While the opposing F.N. were sighted again at 17:20 to 30 miles to south-east of Majorca, 
confirming impossibilities of an encounter for that day of the 24" and its probabilities for the 
successive day. 

Since the the pushed aerial recognition until 3° meridian had not sighted some convoy, 
the Fleet Commander ordered the 8" Division towards 16:00 hours not to continue after 17:00 
hours in the push towards La Galite, that it was by now in sight, and to assume a route of 30° that 
that rendered an eventual meeting with the "Littorio" Group possible. 

At 16:56 the 8" Division began the approached one in order to assume the ordered route, 
putting to 22 knots. At 01:25 of the 25" the 8" Division received 
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the order of Supermarina to return to Palermo, where it arrived towards 08:45. 

The morning of the 25" the aerial exploration gave negative results, while the English r.t. 
traffic showed tendency to resume the normal rhythm. Therefore Supermarina decided to make to 
return to the bases our F. N.. 

The evening of same the 25" arrived news from Madrid that at dawn the Force H was be 
sighted on the coast between Sagunto and Valencia, at first with route north and therefore south, 
accompanied from many aircraft in flight. 

Subsequently it had been seen to south of Cape S. Antonio and from the Spanish coast 
they had been hearings cannonades, probably had to practices of shooting. 

But to the 13:35 Admiral Iachino had already received the order of Supermarina to return 
to the bases, going to Naples rather than to return to Taranto. 

In the night between the 25" and the 26" an intense r.t. traffic in continuous western 
movement was radio direction finder towards, confirming therefore that the opposing ships were 
returning to the base. 

In fact, news was had then that at 13:45 of the 26" already marked ship in escape the 22™ 
were entering in port at Gibraltar. 

To complement of this narration inferred from the report of Supermarina, we add that from 
"Littorio" Group the 24" four aircrafts were catapulted: between 06:30 and 06:40 from the 
Littorio, from V. Veneto, the Trieste; at 11:15 from Bolzano. At 16:00 also the 8" Division 
catapulted an aircraft from the Attendolo. Nobody of the five made sights. 

During the operational cycle they were executed 12 sights of opposing submarines; of the 
which 8 from the F. N. in motion and 4 from coastal means of discovery. Reporting us to the 
diagram n. 2, where the sight points are indicated with written progressive numbers in red, the Sub 
discoveries from coastal means are those correspondents to numbers 1, 4 (double) and 7; the Sub 
of which to numbers 5, 8, 9, 10 they were sighted from the g* Division; the Sub of which to 
numbers 2, 11 from the ae Division; the Sub of which to numbers 3, 6, from the 8" Division. 

To the sight n. 3 both corresponded the launch of two torpedoes against the Abruzzi) avoid 
with ready maneuver. Unfortunately the submarine Triumph in ambush in point n 1, little to north 
of the Strait of Messina hit with a torpedo the Bolzano 
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that it was the last one of the formation, while the 3™ Division was in order to feed the Strait to the 
return from the mission: the cruiser however continued return to port, but with damages that they 
demanded approximately three months for being repaired. The Sub was endured counterattacked 
from the destroyers and the antisubmarine aircrafts of the escort, that they will believe to have 
sunk it. 

The Force H carried out the established program, that it excluded the encounter with our 
naval forces eventually exited in sea. When the morning of the 24" the British reconnaissance 
aircraft signaled Admiral Somerville (who was on the Nelsan) to have sighted an Italian Fleet 
much advanced, he had the indication of the reaction that we would have opposite in the case of its 
further escape from Gibraltar (admitted that also this was one of the goals of the mission in 
course). 

As far as the bombing of the zone of the industry of the cork we have seen that the 
damages were very limited, although the English aircrafts report of to have seen flames of fires 
from remarkable distance. 

The mission of the Manxman carried out with the indirect cover of the Force H, than 
intercrossing in waters of the Baleari it had polarized our attention in that zone. The Manxman had 
passed to the Strait of Gibraltar in the night of 22 August disguised as French light cruiser of the 
type " Tigre " (to which it was similar in the outer aspect). To the sunset of the 24", removed the 
camouflage and lowered the French flag, it raised the English flag and it turned for the zone where 
it had to put down the mines. It put down the mines after the midnight of the 24" in double long 
row meridians 10° 12' and 10° 21' between the parallels 43° 19' and 43° 29’, that is in front of the 
coast between Vada and Livorno. Then, to the speed of 37 knots (the principle touched 40) went 
away and resumptions at dawn of the 25" its aspect pseudo-French, returning to England via 
Gibraltar 30 August. 

The mines deposited in the zone of Livorno did not produce any damage during the war; 
therefore we could not have notion of theirs we rest from part of the fast minelayer, but the sight of 
some mines in drift in the days succeeded that, however, they did not arouse particular suspicions, 
being frequent the phenomenon of floating mines after to have torn the mooring. After the end of 
the conflict the operation was only revealed to us from British papers 
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While in the afternoon of the 24" Admiral Somerville had from the Sub Upholder a new 
signal of the presence to south of the Sardinia of our naval forces and decided that the Sub in 
ambush assumed positions apt to render their interception of our forces more probable on the way 
of the return to the bases. The numerous sights of submarines, that we have listed, tried that their 
alignment had been well studied. 

The fact that the Italian Fleet had been sighted morning and the afternoon of always the 
24" in Sardinian waters - correctly - was appreciated from Admiral Somerville as same indication 
that it awaited a English convoy and that would not be itself capacity of day outside from the range 
of the based aerial land based fighters. 

The submarine Triumph, after to have torpedoed the Bolzano, did not receive any damage 
from the endured hunting and in the night from the 27 to the 28 it disembarked a group of 
saboteurs in order to destroy the bridge on the Furiano torrent, approximately 90 kilometers to the 
east of Palermo. 


d) Considerations of the protagonists. 

The long permanence in sea of the ships, without to have been able to meet the enemy 
who was remained - given to its action plan very far away, carried but to a remarkable most 
precious naphtha consumption, but it gave the possibility to execute a long "practice" of airplane- 
naval cooperation, which gave clean the comforting impression to be on the good road, in how 
much the fighters never did not lack in the sky of the Fleet and the airplane-naval connections 
could be intensely r.t. experimented. 

Admiral Jachino therefore expressed in its report on the operation: 

"In forecast of encounter with the enemy I had decided that the Battleship division would 
have had to engage the greater enemy ships trying to remove them from the convoy, against the 
which instead it would have had to act the 3™ Division exceeding resistance of the opposing 
cruisers eventually meet. 

"Less easy to coordinate itself it would have been the action of the "Abruzzi " Division that 
did not have a task very defined... 

"In forecast of a our movement towards the Sardinia the enemy had moved a good number 
of Subs. Is opportune, in analogous cases, to intensify the antisubmarine search and systematic 
hunting 
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in the zone to south of the Sardinia for a beam of approximately 60-70 miles from Cape 
Carbonara. Equal action would have to be carried out in waters of the lines of departure of several 
the naval groups and in the obligates passages like the South and North mouths of the Strait of 
Messina. 

"The escort of the fighters aircrafts has been almost continuous within the previewed zone 
and one medium has been observed at least four aircrafts around to "Littorio" Group. The height 
maintained from they has been between the 500 and 1,500 meters. 

"The presence of the fighter aircrafts does not have but prevented the aerial recognitions of 
the enemy, which however have turned out much more dispersed to us then that in previous 
missions. 

"In any case it is necessary to already establish the connection in radio between ships and 
fighter aircrafts, applying the norms experienced in the practices made to Taranto... 

"The more opportune height for the fighter aircrafts is evidently in function of the 
visibility and the cloudiness of the day; but in clear days it will be convenient that at least one 
patrol crossings to high quota (4,000-5,000 meters) in order to intercept eventual enemy 
reconnaissance aircraft. In any case present can itself be held who, until the enemy CV was distant 
beyond 100 miles from our F. N., will have in prevalence to be rejected the enemy reconnaissance 
aircraft, while, when the Pa is approached within the 100 miles, it is necessary that the greater 
attention of the fighters is turned against the aerial torpedo bombers that generally attack from the 
direction of the sun and at a low altitude. 

"The participation of units offensives of Armera has not been experimented: it would be 
useful to make it in one next occasion. Such participation would have to be most intense possible 
sin from the moment in which the enemy F.N. it enters in the range of our aircrafts, and the main 
objective would not only have to be the CV for its obvious importance, but also because of such 
type to exclude whichever misunderstanding in the acknowledgment. 

"This last consideration makes to think that the action against the CV can be continued 
also during the tactical contact between the fleets with great advantage for the effectiveness of our 
airplane-naval action. This would turn out somewhat reduced instead, where accepted in full load 
the exclusion of the participation of Armera in the tactical phase. It is well also to hold present that 
in the up to now happened tactical actions, the attacks of aerial English torpedo bombers always 
have been taken place 
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also during the phase of the ballistic contact. It is necessary therefore to promote practices of pre- 
tactical and tactical participation of Armera, being useful for every favorable circumstance. And 
this a point of the maximum importance in the development of that airplane-naval collaboration 
that has already given in this occasion the first favorable results". 

In its turn Supermarina it made some considerations on the course of the operations, from 
which excerpt much of the following: 

"The escape of "Littorio" Group and its march towards the enemy are served to elevate the 
moral of the crews from much time obligated a irritating wait. 

"It has been possible to test the airplane-naval cooperation, second put into effect the 
recent norms of the Comando Supremo. The optimal ones confidence for the future results states 
full damage. And based on the made experience it will be possible to still perfect a promising 
organization therefore. 

"The naphtha used for this operation therefore has had good rendering. In the situation 
they of the supplies puts into effect and of the refueling it is not possible to repeat these actions if 
not when if of present the absolute necessity. If it were possible vice versa to have a greater fuel 
contingent, many operations could by now execute to the east and to the west, that they could be of 
remarkable effectiveness also from the single point of view of prestige". 

In answer to the relation of Supermarina Admiral Iachino therefore expressed: 

"The movements executed have allowed to timely move our F.N. in the intentional 
position in order to face eventual enemy operations in waters between the Sardinia and Tunisia. 

"The encounter with the enemy cannot happen in order is maintained it in waters of the 
Baleari. However the operations of our ships have been fruitful are from the training point of view 
are in order to perceive the enemy who must hold account of our active presence also with 
armored forces and subject therefore, for whichever operation, greater forces to the unavoidable 
wear & tear. 

"The negative search executed from the 8" Division in waters of La Galite, has confirmed 
results of the aerial recognitions that the experience demonstrates always uncertain and fails to 
fulfill; this time can be had the emergency that no enemy convoy has tried to pass for the Channel 
of Sicily. 
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"The torpedoing endured from the Bolzano) for how much painful, returns in the risks that 
are necessary to face in the naval operations... 

"It is totally agreed on the opportunity to arrange an intense and systematic antisubmarine 
hunting in the approaches of the bases, in the obligated passages and in the more probable transit 
environs, in the case of escape of the F.N. 

But means to disposition they are insufficient and of modest efficiency. Until to when they 
will not be better it is necessary to devolve such task also to the DD of the escort to the F. N.. 

"The necessity Will be present given that the antisubmarine escort is carried out in more 
intense and assiduous way, especially in the twilight hours. But the economy of the fuel, than in 
puts into effect them circumstances prevails itself, has obliged to suspend the training flights and 
to limit the number of the escort aircrafts. 

"Dispositions have been given in order to establish the r.t.f. connection between ships and 
fighter aircrafts. The realization of such connections will concur according to move quickly the 
aerial escort in height the situation. It is agreed of principle in the criteria expressed from that 
Commando in Chief visa vie the most opportune height than flight of the fighters. One thinks but 
that the range of the enemy torpedo bombers is from assuming itself in 180 rather than in 100 
miles. In any case depending the employment of the torpedo bombers from several factors it 
appears opportune that is left to the criterion of the Comando Superiore at sea to establish the more 
convenient height for the aerial escort. 

"The participation of units is agreed on the opportunity to experience in one next occasion 
offensives of Armera before the ballistic contact, taking to main objective the aircraft carrier. 

"But the participation against the aircraft carrier can only happen in the range of the 
fighters that is necessary to give in escort to the attacking units. The practices of participation of 
Armera are already foreseen; they are now strongly limited from the sparsely of fuel. 

"Sharing the opinion expressed approximately the continuation of the action of the 
attacking units exclusively against the CV also during the tactical contact between the fleets, 
Superaereo will be interested to emanate dispositions in merit... 

"I express to You my Satisfaction for the way as the Fleet has executed in every particular 
this operation". 
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e) Bulletins of war. 
ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 447 OF 26 AUGUST 1941 


... In the night on the 24" enemy airplane have launch incendiary fragments on the locality 
of Tempio Pausania (Sassari) causing a death, four wounded and damages of insufficient entity. 
During a mission in the Mediterranean a our aircraft, attacked from a formation from enemy 
fighters and although seriously hit and with hurt in edge, it succeeded to redeem itself after to have 
shot down an opposing apparatus. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 08:15 OF 27 AUGUST 1941 


Some correspondents of the Reuter have reported some episodes on the recent aerial 
incursions carried out from aircraft of the CV Ark Royal on the Sardinia. And were attacked the 
locality of Tempio Pausania, situated in the northern part of the island, and one factory for the 
working of the cork; the flames were visible at 75 miles of distance. To the return the British naval 
formation is last to 8 miles from the Spanish coasts with great wonder of the fishermen of the 
zone; protected by fighter aircrafts the units flying to shape of V, symbol of "Victory". 
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CHAPTER II 


THE CONTRAST TO OPERATION "HALBERD" 
(24-30 September 1941) 


5". The English genesis and dispositions 
On the first of September 1941 Malta had received the massive reinforcement of the 

launch of 49 aircrafts "Hurricane" in flight from the CV Ark Royal and Furious, beyond to a sure 

moved number of "Blenheim" in flight directly from Gibraltar. 

The island, however, had need to receive other supplies in order to assure its operating 
autonomy, than — with the increments of forces followed the receipts in July with operation 
"Substance" and with the arrival of new airplane - it went more quickly to exhaust itself. 

Therefore the operation "Halberd" analogous to "Substance" was decided for the end of 
September, but imagined and executed from Admiral Somerville with modalities that confused the 
adversary, that is the Italian High Commands and in particular Supermarina, and put its forces in 
presence of superior forces to that its informers would have presumably signaled. 

Here the plan of the operation, with the added one between parenthesis of the hours in 
which every movement it was executed (in order to shorten our exposure, being avoided to repeat 
the same things in the paragraph concerning the execution of the operation): 

- arrival from England (passing to south of Point Europa at 01:30 of the 25 September) of a 
convoy composed of 14 steamboats, protected and escorted from a naval force comprising 
the BB Prince of Wales (X-356), 4 Cr and 10 DD, three of which preceding the convoy 
entered Gibraltar towards 19:00 hours of the 24" for express fuel refueling; 
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- departure from Gibraltar of the BB Nelson with route towards the Atlantic with 3 DD (at 18:15 of 
24 September) as if it returning to England, having before leaving exchanged with its twin 
Rodney the salutes of use and transfer on this BB the standard of command of Somerville, 
but that was remained on the Nelson; 

- turnabout of the Nelson at 21:30 in order to direct in the Mediterranean, re-crossing the Strait in 
the dark; 

- exited from Gibraltar (at 20:30) towards the east of a oil tanker, escorted by a corvette, in order to 
resupply the DDs - who had need - the 26"; 

- exited from Gibraltar (to the 23,00) towards Levant of the Rodney, the Ark Royal, Hermione and 
8 DD, simulating one normal escape of training, but with appointment (at 08:00 of the 
25") with the convoy; 

- separation from the convoy (at sunset of the 24") of 5 steamboats (assigned to continue then for 
Freetown) with three corvettes, for leaving the harbor of the roadstead to Gibraltar and 
giving therefore the impression to eventual informers that they constitute the entire 
convoy, whose destination was not the Mediterranean; 

- division of all the ships in two groups, the morning of the 25" to the east of Gibraltar: 
ih Group: Nelson (V.Adm Somerville), Ark Royal, Hermione and 6 DD, more ahead of the 

2™ Group and very close to the African coast; 

2™ Group: Prince of Wales (V.Adm Curteis), Rodney, 4 CL, 12 DD and the convoy 
reduced to 9 steamboats, more behind and more off of the African coast. 

All these precautions, defined "ruse de guerre " from Admiral Somerville, obtained the 
goal effectively - as it will be seen - to render to Supermarina the exact appreciation of the 
situation difficult. 

Moreover 9 submarines (of which the O-21 Dutch) they were located in the zones of 
ambush indicated in the diagram n. 3. 

As far as air forces English had: 

-60 aircrafts of the several specialties embarked on the Ark Royal; 

-19 aircrafts embarked on the BB and the Cruisers; 

- reconnaissance aircraft based to Malta; 


Page. 48 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
- fighters based at Malta. 
Finally, profiting of the presence in sea of Force H, convoy was established to make to 
return from Malta to Gibraltar 3 empty steamboats (MG.2). 


6"" - The Italian dispositions and the development of "Halberd" according to the Italian 

Commanders 

First the directory of the Italian forces that participated in the operation. 

a) Naval forces. 

-9" Div. (Littorio - Vittorio Veneto); 13" DD sq. with 4 ships (Granatiere -Fuciliere - 
Bersagliere -Gioberti); 16" DD sq. with 3 ships (Da Recco -Pessagno -Folgore); 

-3" Div. (Trento -Trieste -Gorizia); 12" DD sq. with 4 ships (Corazziere -Carabiniere - 
Ascari -Lanciere); 

-5" Div. (Abruzzi -Attendolo); 10" sq. Ct on 3 units (Maestrale - Grecale -Scirocco); 

-16 Subs (of which 10 in the Western Mediterranean, 1 under Cape Bon, 5 in the Ligure 
Gulf). 

In total 2 BB, 3 CA, 2 CL, 14 DD, 16 Sub. 


b) Air forces. 

- Armera Sardinia: 50 fighters (30 "Mc.200" and 20 "Cr.42"; these last ones assigned to 
escort of the torpedo bomber aircrafts); 26 torpedo bombers (14 "S.79" and 12 "S.84"). 

- Armera Sicily: 18 fighters (3 "Re. 2000"and 15" Mc.200"); 3 torpedo bombers "S.79"; 9 
dive bombers "Ju.87"; 24 level bombers. 

- Various maritime reconnaissance aircraft, eventually integrated from "S.79" employed as 
reconnaissance aircraft. - a dozen of reconnaissance aircraft embarked. 

Since each of the two adversaries maneuvered based on their own information and 
deductions without that the tactical contact was settled down 
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between the counter opposing naval forces, contact that would have constituted - as in every 
strategic maneuver flowing in a action - the factor of explanation of the mutual appreciations, we 
think very useful, for giving an adherent idea to the operating climate of the moment, to at first 
bring back the relations compiled from Supermarina and Superaereo for the Comando Supremo, 
integrated with clarification drawn from the relationship of the Commander of the F. N. at sea, in 
order then to reassume the essential facts from the British point of view. 


a) The relation of Supermarina (Map n. 3) 
Day 25 September 

1“ - evening of the 24" arrived news of the exited from Gibraltar of the Nelson with 4 DDs 
towards the Atlantic, after to have transferred the flag to the Rodney of recent arrival, and at 10:30 
of the 25" communication is had of the departure from Gibraltar towards the Mediterranean of the 
Rodney with the Ark Royal, two Cr and numerous DD. At the same time our informers 
communicate that the Nelson must have in the night the crossed the Strait in order to join with the 
"Rodney" Group; adding that it seems that English want to make an action of reprisal, after our 
attack with means of onslaught (1). 


2™ - In the hypothesis that the enemy can try aerial and naval actions against the Sardinia 
or the Liguria coast to leave from the night on the 27" (but that for the Sardinia, against which he 
could act only with airplane of the CV also towards the dawn of the 26"), orders itself: 

- the state of alarm in Sardinia for the same evening; 

- the immediate deployment of 7 Subs in the Western Mediterranean (3 to SW of Sardinia 
and 4 to the east of the Balearics), beyond the 3 that was in order to arrive to SSW of Ibiza; 

- the breakup of 5 Subs in the Liguria Gulf; 


(1) In the night on the 20 September three of our "Pigs", carried by the Sub Sciré and 
piloted from the Lieut. Catalano, Vesco and Visintini with the non-commissioned officers drivers 
Giannoni, Zozzoli and Magro), had sunk in the roadstead of Gibraltar the two steamboats Fiona 
Shell and Durham and the oil tanker Dembydale. 
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- the departure of 8" Division from Palermo for La Maddalena, rather than for Taranto as 
it was previewed; 
- the execution of extended aerial recognitions towards the west for the 26". Moreover 
agreements with Superaereo for the participation of Armera are taken, with particular reference to 
the case that must be acted in the Liguria Gulf; 


Day 26 September and night on the 27" 

3" _ the enemy naval force - composed from 1 BB, 1 CV, 4 Cr, several DD has been 
sighted two times (at 09:32 and 15:30) with route to the east, 50 miles approximately to north of 
Bougie. At 15:30 the reconnaissance aircraft executes also photography (1). 

Both the observatories asserted that the CV is the Furious, and at 01:00 of the 27" is only 
known from the examination of the photography that they were dealing with the Ark Royal. 

While at 23:00 and 01:30, with two successive telegrams the C.I.A.F. (Italian Commission 
Armistice with France) communicates that a French airplane had seen at 15:20 a group of 23 ships 
(1 CV, 4 Cr, several DD, steamboats) at a distance 80 miles to NNE of Alger, directed to the east 
and preceded by the naval force we already sighted. 

Based on the information that the CV is the Furious appreciate that it can be reached 
directly from the Atlantic in order to perhaps transfer airplane to Malta and that it has been met by 
the Nelson in order to escort it in the Mediterranean. It is believed therefore that another group, 
comprising the Rodney and the Ark Royal, can be directed towards the Liguria Gulf. 

Orders between 22:00 and 23:00 the meeting of the 9" Division (from Naples), of the 3" 
Division (from Messina) and of 3* the Division (from La Maddalena) to north of the Asinara for 
the 12:00 of the 27". 

From this position the naval force would have been ready to take part 


(1) From the signals of sight it turns out that at 09:32 the naval force had broken off to the 
east and at 15:30 a westerly route. From the English report one finds in fact that at 13:00 group 1 
had invert the route in order not to go away too much from group 2 that, having the steamboats, 
proceeded at a slower speed. 
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it is in the case that the enemy forces had taken action at dawn against Genoa, both in the case that 
they had taken action against the Sardinia or however they were found towards the south. 


4" - the news arrived from C.I.A.F. and the interpretation of the photography makes to fall 
the hypothesis of the action in the Liguria Gulf and towards 02:00 the orders were modified in the 
sense to re-unite the forces for 12:00 of the 27" at 50 miles to east of Cape Carbonara, to move to 
the south-west of Sardinia the 4 Subs to the east of the Balearics, to concentrate in the being 
followed Channel of Sicily for the successive night and the two TB available and the 8 Mas 
available. 

It is asked moreover Superaereo I reinforce of the fighters in the southern zone of 
Sardinia. 

From the pre-chosen point our naval Fleet could towards 15:00 have made contact with 
the enemy to the east of La Galite, maneuvering based on the news of the aerial recognitions of the 
morning. 

The timeliness of the participation of the naval Fleet was founded on the hypothesis that 
the speed of the enemy force was of the order of 12 knots and that towards 12:00 it found itself 
near La Galite. 


Day 27 September 
5" - News on the enemy. 
The sight of 10:45 gives 1 CV, 2 Cr, 4 DD 25 miles to the west of La Galite with route 90° 
and speeds 16 knots. 
Instead it is not sighted the convoy, but the low average speed of movement of the naval 
force of the escort during all traverse (the 10-12 nodes) leaves some to suppose the presence, 
giving reliability to the news reached yesterday from the C.LA.F.. 


6"" - Situation at noon. 

At noon the mutual positions are the following: 

- enemy naval force: zone of La Galite, east route; 

- Italian naval force: 50 miles to east of Cape Carbonara, route the south-west. 

And state therefore given to the Commander in Chief of the Fleet the following left 
telegram [departed at 11:20 and from news received at 12:00]: 
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"enemy naval Force composed of 1 BB, 1 CV, 2 Cr, 5 DD will be probably pass at noon La Galite 
and will be attacked from our air forces. From this moment you have freedom of action". 

As a result of this communication the Fleet has increased of speed (24 knots) and directed 
for south in order to make contact with the enemy. The fighters has not succeeded to find our force 
naval in order to accompany it. 

According to the communications received previously, Admiral Iachino was only engage 
himself if in determined superiority of forces, as it has been established in the directives of the 
Comando Supremo and as had been able to verify in consequence of the aerial actions. 


7" - Events of the afternoon. 

At 15:35 it has been received the following sight reference at 13:00: 2 BB, 1 CV, 6 CR, 
unknown number of DD. That has made to suppose that another group, already back with the 
convoy, had caught up the first enemy group of support. 

Given the decided inferiority, not turning out disabled the CV and given the most limited 
visibility towards south, the naval Fleet has invert route at 14:30 and, lasting the absence of the 
fighters, has increased of speed in order to exit from the radius more soon of the aerial enemy 
torpedo bombers, remaining then in cruise on the place. 

Between 15:35 and 16:30 receive two successes sights of a formed group give 
approximately 25 ships, between, which 8-10 steamboats, comprising one BB and one CV. 

At 16:25, as a result of the comparison of the several discoveries the Aeronautical 
Commander of Elmas communicates that, to modify of all the previous signaling, the enemy naval 
force must be thought composed of: 1 BB -1 CV -2 Cr-14 DD -9 SS. 

If it informs at once the Commander in Chief of the Fleet, that it receives the 
communication towards the 17:00. 

Moreover, given the hour, the distance and the poor visibility he was not possible of 
advisable to maneuver in order to resume the contact. Therefore at 17:00 it has been compiled the 
following order, received by the naval fleet towards 18:00: 

"Remain during the night in waiting position center Tyrrhenian". While the naval fleet, 
that marched towards the north, had been informed at 15:45 of the news reached from Armera 
approximately the probable 
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damages inflicted to the enemy from the aerial torpedo bombers: 1 Cr sunk, 2 Cr hit, 1 really hit 1 
BB probably hit [the single one to bow was the BB Nelson ]. 

As a result of these communications the Commander in Chief had decided to return 
towards south at 17:18 for being able to make contact with the enemy, in the case of confirmation 
of the marked disablements. He relieves in this decision the reception of the clarification of 
Supermarina circa the consistency of the opposing forces. 

At 18:14 the naval Fleet inverts the route again and directs for the center of the 
Tyrrhenian. 

The naval Fleet has been nearly always continuation, from 13:00 in then, enemy 
reconnaissance aircraft that they every so often have until given evening its position with much 
exactitude. The presence of our fighters has been observed from the ships at 15:40 for few 
minutes, from 16:35 to 17:00, at 18:00 for few minutes. 

At sunset it is ordered to the Fleet to find itself to the 08:00 of the 28" in the point 80 
miles to the east of Cape Carbonara with route towards the west. This point gives greater space of 
attended maneuver in of the recognitions of the morning. 

Towards 23:00 communication is had that two aerial torpedo bombers would have hit a Cr 
and a DD of a sighted naval ships at 20:00 to NNW of Cape Bon. 


Day 28 September 
8""- At 01:15 news of the sight made at 23:15 from part of the aircraft n. 1 of the 33" 
Bomber Group arrives of six unspecified ships 38 miles west of Marettimo with route to the east: 
probably it was be a matter of the same ships attacked from the aerial torpedo bombers at 20:30. 
At 02:30 Pantelleria Navy communicates the passage of a naval formation to north of the 
island with route to the east. 


9" - Between 09:00 and 11:00 are informed that at 23:20 of the 27" Mas 549 had 
torpedoed, without to arrest of the march, a steamboat of a brace sailing towards the west to the 
south of Pantelleria and that towards 02:00 Pantelleria had been bombed with medium-caliber 
guns from the north. 

At the same time Messina Navy communicates that at 08:20 
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it had been seen a DD off of Cape Granitola directed towards Malta and that towards 10:30 
another DD damaged found 12 miles to south of Marettimo. 
The torpedo boats Cigno and Climene are sent out from Trapani in order to destroy this 
DD, but arrives on the place and after to along to have explored in several directions they re-enter 
without to have met it. 


10" - While the naval Fleet from the point reached at 08:00 directed towards WSW, 
sighted and followed for several hours from an English reconnaissance aircraft that of it 
transmitted periodically the movement and position elements; our decryption allows as follow it. 

Fighters participation is asked for from Superaereo, informing some the Commander of 
the Fleet and orders them, in order to facilitate the task of the fighters, to direct at once towards 
Cape Carbonara. 

While from the Center the participation of the fighters from Sardinia is predisposed, the 
Commander of the Fleet demands the Aeronautical Commander of Sicily (given its position next 
to this island). In wait to clear the situation he asks to suspend the dispatch of the fighters from 
Sardinia, much more that a patrol from the Sicily has left, which however informs not to have 
sufficient aircraft in order to assure the continuity of the service. However, with the patrols already 
in flight for the previous dispositions, the aerial escort permanent in the sky of the naval Fleet from 
12:00 to 13:40. 


11" - Since until 14:00 no sight is executed from the aerial recognitions ordered to south 
and to the south-west of Sardinia, it is ordered to the Fleet to return to the bases, arranging that the 
9" Division reach Naples, the 3" La Maddalena and the 8" Messina. 

Little before, thinking that the Fleet cannot by now more fear aerial attacks, it is said to 
Superaereo to suspend its protection. 

But in the late afternoon, wanting to avoid that the enemy can characterize the route of 
return of our naval forces, the dispatch of fighter aircrafts from the Sardinia is asked for in order to 
remove a enemy reconnaissance aircraft present in the sky of our ships. At 17:10 a patrol of three 
aircraft takes off, that does not turn out have found the ships. 


12" - At 18:20 is had the first and only signaling of the day, with the position of an enemy 
group composed of 1 
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BB, 2 imprecise ships, 2 Cr, 4 DD, than at 16:40 found 30 miles to NNW of Cape Bougaroni with 
route towards the south-east. 
Towards 19:00, estimating that the sighted group and eventually other groups directs for 
Gibraltar keeping itself very close to the Algerian coasts, it is ordered to all the submarines to 
move as much as most possible one towards the south. 


13" - At 19:20 Superaereo communicates that two isolated steamboats had been attacked 
and sinks from aerial torpedo bombers at 17:50 to wide of the coast between Cape de Garde and 
Cape de Fer. 


14" - Towards 24:00 arranges that the submarines posted in ambush in the Liguria Gulf re- 
enter to La Spezia. 


Day 29 September 
15"" - In the morning the naval Divisions reach their respective bases. 


16" - Of the enemy forces in return to Gibraltar have in the following day news. 

Between 08:25 and 11:15 a reconnaissance aircraft observes a naval force comprising 
initially 1 BB, 1 CV, 3 Cr, 4 DD that intercrossed to low speed from Cape de Fer to Bona; at 11:15 
it counts more 5 ships but that at 08:25. 

When at 15:00 C.I.A.F. communicates at 07:15 and 08:00 that to a group of light ships 
would have been seen to journey with a route to the west of Cape Blanc and Cape Serrat, esteem 
that the naval force attended the reunion with such group. 

At 12:00 the Diaspro communicates of having a first light of dawn having launched two 
torpedos against one formation hitting an ship at 06:17. In the moment of the attack its position 
was 40 miles to NNW of Philippeville and had the bow to NW. 

Asked Superaereo the repetition for the recognition towards the west for the afternoon, at 
13:40 the presence at 13:15 of a group composed of 1 BB, 1 CV, 4 Cr, 4 DD is marked 22 miles to 
NNW of Cape de Fer with the bow to the west, nearly stopped. 

It is presumed to be a matter itself of the same group, or it leave of it, sighted in those 
waters in the morning and including one damaged ship, perhaps as a result of the attack of the 
Diaspro. 
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Days 30 September and 1 October 

17" - Events. 

a) The news arrived in these two days allows to make an appreciation already enough 
exact of the deployment of forces put into effect from the enemy, while numerous the fragmentary 
sights of the four previous days do not have allow to reconstruct with sufficient approximation its 
activity. 

b) The news is (in the order in which they arrived): 

- At 16:45 of the 29" the Sub Selpente attacks a formation 25 miles to NNW of Cape Bougaroni, 
sailing towards the west at 16 knots, and thinks to have hit a DD (probably was be a matter 
of the formation seen at 13:15 to NNW of Cape de Fer). 

- At 14:00 of the 29" the Sub Aradam sights 5 DD with route towards SSE 26 miles to north of 
Cape Bougaroni. 

- At 13:00 of the 29" the semaphore of Cape Blanc it sights 1 BB and 2 Cr with route to the west. 

- At 03:50 of the 30" the Sub Adua sights a group of DD, against which launch four torpedoes, in 
estimated position 25 miles to NW of Cape Tenés, directed to the west. 
- At 03:30 of the 30" the Sub Dandolo a imprecise naval force 47 miles to NNW of Cape Tenés. 

- At 12:40 of the 30" a our informer signals 1 Cr and 2 DD, that at 10:25 he had views to journey, 
at low speed with route NW, 25 miles to east of La Galite (1). 

- At 10:30 of the 30" the BB Nelson escorted by 4 DD enters Gibraltar, strongly nose heavy, with 
the flag of the admiral aloft. 

- At 17:30 of the 30" returns to Gibraltar, coming from the Mediterranean, a naval unit composed 
therefore: 1 BB type "King George" with standard of Vice-admiral; 1 Cr type "Fiji" with 
standard of Rear admiral; 1 Cr type "Southampton"; 6 DD. 


(1) The Italian Navy held in cruise, to north of the Tunisian and Algerian, coasts some 
motor fishing vessels equipped with personnel of confidence of the Intelligence, than - also fishing 
or pretending to fish - radio well hidden sent to news with one on that they observed in those 
waters. 
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- At 06:30 of 1 October enters to Gibraltar the Rodney with 1 Cr and 6 DD. 
- an hour later enters also, Ark Royal, strongly listing and escorted by 4 DD. 

c) As aresult of the signaling of our informer received at 12:40 is given at 13:30 the order 
to the 3" Division, dislocated at La Maddalena, to ignite and is disposed an aerial recognition that 
allows to follow the cruiser with the two DD, whose low speed makes to presume some damage. 

It is previewed of being able to reach the small enemy ships the morning of the next day to 
the south-west of Sardinia. 

Since the aerial recognition gives negative results, the 3“ Division is made to extinguish at 
21:00 hours. 


18" - Conclusive considerations. 

a) From the number of greater ships return to Gibraltar can be deduced that English have 
hoped to surprise with superior forces our naval Fleet. 

In occasion of the escape of 24-26 August they had been able to assess that we had ready 
to fight both types "Littorio". 

Therefore, having necessity to make to arrive a supply convoy at all costs to Malta without 
that we could exactly estimate the destined forces of protection, they have used the following 
procedure: 

- they have simulated the departure of the Nelson for the Atlantic with transfer, equally simulated, 
of the admiral on the Rodney just arrived from England; 

- they have operated in the night the reunion of the Nelson with the type "King George" to the 
west of Gibraltar, re-crossing the Strait before the dawn 

- they have been sailing towards the Channel of Sicily, complete - as was customary - in two or 
perhaps three groups, in order to still trick us more on the real consistency of the forces; 
one of the groups was near the convoy; 

- the bad visibility to north of Tunisia during the day of the 27" was favorable to them, rendering 
the task of our recognition extremely difficult. 
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b) If the Italian Fleet after the 14:30 had continued its march towards the enemy, it would 
have been found in inferiority conditions, also holding account of the disablement of the Nelson) 
influential above all on its speed. 

Vice versa can be alleged that our Fleet has worked from decoy in order to force the 
enemy to strongly cross with one share of its Fleet waters threatened from the airplane and laid 
ambush from the submarines, exiting some with certain serious disablements. 

c) And this sure a good employment of our Fleet, much inferior to that English: 
contemplated employment gives them to directives of that Comando Supremo and answering to 
the strategic, common concept to all inferior Navy, to that is employ the greater ships for a 
defensive maneuvered that the entrance in action concurs aerial and insidious means with the until 
obtaining the balancing of the forces. 

It can be stated that the deductions of Supermarina circa the behavior of the adversary 
were exact, except those concerning the disablements from it endured. 


b) The relation of Admiral Iachino. 

We think sufficient to bring back of a excerpt, concerning especially on the airplane-naval 
cooperation. 

Admiral Iachino wrote: 

"the first information on the enemy have been had at 08:46 of 27 September while the F. 
N. set started on the point of meting of 12:00 with the sight of the first group from part of an 
airplane of Cagliari... No news was had instead of the second group. 

"Subsequently the first group was again sighted at 10:45 and 12:00 in enough concordant 
positions between they, while in all the morning was not succeeded to having some confirmation 
of the existence of a second group, that it was the more important, given the presence of the 
convoy. 

"Decided therefore to clear the situation catapulted at 11:30 an airplane of the Littorio and 
the instructed the exploration indicated in the diagram (Map n. 4), recommended to push the as 
much to the west of the first enemy group in order to search and to define position and consistency 
of the second group. 

"Unfortunately the r.t. connection with this airplane has been rendered impossible 
strongest run-down, than they have not allowed us of 
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to receive its signal of sight. Between these signals it was one that, even though in dubious form, 
communicated the sight of an enemy group composed of two BB, one CV and smaller ship. 

"At 12:00 the 9" Division, reached on the chosen point, carried out the meeting with the 
3" and the 8" Division, and directed for route 244° at a speed of 22 knots, having arranged the 3" 
Division to 10 thousand meters for 210° and the 8" Division at 10 thousand meters for 240°. 

"At 12:30, had from Supermarina freedom of action, I decided to assume route 210° in 
order to direct towards the enemy. 

"Soon after, at 13:00, turned for route 150°, in order to cut to the route to the enemy naval 
forces and increase the speed to 24. knots. 

"Still not successful to receive the transmissions from the aircraft of the Littorio, I make to 
catapult at 13:30 another airplane give to the Vittorio Veneto with assignment to explore the 
indicated zone on the map. This airplane completes its mission regularly, but it does not 
communicate any sight. 

"It in fact is not successful to discover some group of enemy ships, because of the bad 
visibility existing in the zone. 

"At 13:50 I order to the Trento of catapult another airplane with the assignment to make a 
recognition to zigzag in the zone nearer La Galite, and is this later airplane that will supply me the 
more complete communication of the day on the consistency of the enemy forces. 

"Finally at 14:00, being the visibility towards the south-west become very bad, I order al 
Duca degli Abruzzi to catapult an airplane with the order to execute a protecting cruise within an 
zone to maximum 40 miles distant from said ship in direction of the south-west. This cruise 
constituted a type of advanced exploration, destined to timely perceive the cruisers of visa vie of 
enemy forces, and it became necessary since from noon in then the conditions of visibility between 
south and the west was continuously getting worse. 

"The wind went progressively growing of intensity and rotated from the southwest at 
midday. Sea slightly moved; sky covered with wide gashes especially in the first one and the 
fourth quadrant [ that is in the northern semi-horizon ]. Optimal the visibility in these two 
quadrants, mediocre in the second and bad one in the third [ that is in the direction in which the 
opposing Force ] for effect was found 
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of stormy clouds and dense haze. The visibility towards the south-west was so insufficient that the 
3" Division, than also was found to only 10 thousand meters for 210° from the Littorio hardly 
turned out visible... I have demanded to the Trento the visibility conditions towards the 9" 
Division [that is towards the Littorio]; the Trento answered that it saw the battleships very well, 
but that towards south the visibility was bad... was therefore sure that the enemy would have seen 
to us much before that we could see it. 

"At 13:07, finding the F. N. approximately 60 miles from Elmas, I ask for 14:00 hours the 
protection for the fighter aircrafts, but to such hour, when already we prepared ourselves for the 
combat and we were continuously followed by an enemy reconnaissance aircraft, some national 
airplane in our sky was not still seen. 

"Since 13:40 in fact had been intercepted the sight of our F. N. from part of an airplane of 
Malta; it, not seen, has followed until the 15:30, communicating precise indications periodically on 
our force and our movements. After such hour it has been replaced from another airplane of Malta, 
that it has continued to watch us until 16:49. 

"At 14:00 I order to all the ships the general combat post... 

"However, the situation at 14:30 was following: The distance of our F. N. from the first 
English group was of approximately 40 miles [ in truth was of approximately 55 miles ], while the 
distance from Elmas was of beyond 85 miles. No fighter aircraft was successful to reach us: it was 
presumable that, removing further from Sardinia, the fighters could not trace us that with difficulty 
and however they could not remain very little that in escort position. 

"Our F. N. more did not find therefore in the conditions previewed from the containing 
Di.Na.7 [secret publication the norms for the airplane-naval cooperation] and that is with that 
escort of fighter aircrafts that is indispensable when it is entered in the range of a CV... 

"From 14:30 to 15:30 only received very little information on the enemy, and all 
incomplete. Cagliari navy signals in fact at 15:00 the made generic sight at 13:00 of the 23" enemy 
ships with route 90°, while from the airplane of the Duca degli Abruzzi an incomplete message to 
the sight at 14:25 is received at 15:16 relative CV and six DD directed with route south at elevated 
speed. 
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it interprets this route of the CV as understood to put the bow to the wind in order to make to leave 
aerial torpedo bombers. 

"At 15:30 precise information are only received (at least apparently) on the enemy naval 
forces: draft of two telegrams of Cagliari and one of the airplane of the Trento. The two messages 
of Cagliari communicate the sight at 13:00 and 13:50 of two groups well distinguished of English 
ships, arranged just to for meridian, to 20 miles of distance one from the other, and constituted: 

- the first one by 1 CV, 2 BB, 6 Cr, imprecise number of DD; 

- the second to by one F. N. considerable not better specified: one successive other precise 
communication that draft of 1 Cr from 3000 tons, 6 DD., | BB, 2 CR, 1 CV, 6 DD, 8 SS. 

"the message of the airplane of the Trento reports instead the sighted at 15:10 of 2 Cr from 
7000 tons, 2 BB, 1 CV, 10 SS, imprecise number of DD, with route 90° and speeds 16 knots. 

"This telegram was much detailed and agreed well enough with the two messages of 
Cagliari: for this reason, and also because made from a boarded airplane and therefore from 
practical crew of naval observations, much confidence has been given, as well as more than the 
presence than 2 BB was much likely and had been given as probable also from Maristat since the 
first day... (1). 

"Also ever not having endured enemy aerial attacks, alarms had been several having 
provoked from the sight of national apparatuses. Formations of far strike aircrafts have been seen 
first, thought initially of the type "Blenheim", but that subsequently they come recognized for 
"S,79" torpedo bombers. 

"Unfortunately the same error committed at 15:30 when first three fighter aircraft of ours 
type "Cr.42" arrived. Given in fact the likeness of these aircraft have to English torpedo bombers, 
they were mistaken for enemies, and a bursts of machine-gun of the Fuciliere shot down the patrol 
leader: the pilot, launch with the parachute, was collected by the Granatiere. The others 


(1) From with of three telegrams - two of Cagliari Navy and one of the reconnaissance 
aircraft of the Trento - Admiral Iachino deduced that the presence of three English battleships was 
nearly sure, while Supermarina - as it was seen - it always thought that of it was a single one at sea 
and only after to have received the news on the return of the Force H to Gibraltar it recognized that 
Admiral Jachino had reason. 
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two go away, returning probably to the base. 

"After this shot-lived apparition, other formations from fighters in the sky of the F.N. until 
16:35 have not been seen. Also this time the fighters disappear enough soon (after half hour) to our 
sight, and if they see some of the others only towards 18:00". 

End here Admiral Iachino. Returning to the situation of 14:30, the Supreme Commander at 
sea knew that the first group of enemy naval forces was composed of 1 BB, 1 CV, 2 Cr and 4 DD, 
but he did not ever know anything more - as it has been said - of the composition of the second to 
group, sighted by a French airplane the day before and traced from our reconnaissance aircraft. It 
was but presumable that this group, that it escorted give close the convoy, was rather strong and 
therefore was composed from another BB, beyond to the smaller ships. 

On the other hand, the service of interception and cryptography, boarded on the Littorio 
and directed by the Commander Eliso Porta, had the feeling who was present two CV instead of 
only one. 

For how much that did not seem very probable, however it appeared enough sure that the 
enemy naval force, once joined, would have been superior forces to ours. It would not have been 
therefore justified it leave ours to face it, having the Comando Supremo ordered to the Fleet not to 
engage itself if not in conditions of decided superiority and within the range of the fighter aircrafts 
of Sardinia. Neither of these two conditions was taken place in that moment; for more the cited 
conditions than asymmetric visibility of that afternoon they were unfavorable for our Naval Force. 

As a result of all that Admiral Iachino determined to reverse the route for the moment, 
delaying the encounter with the awaited enemy in that the atmospheric conditions improved and 
that arrived the escort of the fighters from Sardinia. 

Effectively, as it has been then assessed, it was at sea on 27 September 1941 a single CV, 
that made from guide to two aerial formations communicating with them on two distinguished 
waves, therefore to give the impression that was be a matter of two CVs. 


c) The relation of Superaereo. 


The relation is entitled "aerial Actions against the English fleet in the days 25-26-27-28 
September 1941". Some discrepancies are noticed 
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with the relation of Supermarina, species for how much concerns some appraisal of the 
composition of the enemy naval groups, because here it is reported therefore as has appreciated the 
aerial observatories, while Supermarina it has brought back it with correction suggested from I 
winnow comparative of the successes to you sights. 


Day 25 September 
Informative Source communicates that in the night on the 25 considerable naval forces 
exited from Gibraltar with route to the east. 


Day 26 September 

At 11:20, on signaling of Maristat (1) is come to acquaintance the Fleet of Gibraltar - 
composed of 2 BB, 1 CV, 3 Cr, 12 DD is in navigation in the Western Mediterranean with route to 
the east. 

The information mentions the previous arrival to Gibraltar of steamboats with troops and 
means from disembarkation and the supposition that the enemy action sighted to the occupation of 
Pantelleria. 

Superaereo, in compliance with the "Directives for the employment of the air forces in the 
airplane-naval actions against naval forces in the Mediterranean" emanated with sheet 1B/15010 in 
date 21 August c.a. from the Comando Supremo, sets up the expectable the following action on 
basic concept: "the complex of the air forces must attack, diminish the efficiency and sink the 
maximum number of opposing ships before the tactical contact with our naval forces, protect these 
from the enemy aerial actions, to insist in the attacks after the tactical contact”. 

Based on such concept, the employment of aerial means will be characterized - like 
previewed from the above-cited Directives - from following is made: 

a) To sight and to recognize to the greater possible distance the opposing naval formation) 
so as to be able some to interpret the movements and to timely establish the goal of its sets in 
action. 


(1) It is read " Supermarina ", Maristat - as it is known - comprised the non operational 
offices. 
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b) Attack the enemy ships with mass of the aerial torpedo bombers, with the level bombers 
and those in dive, considering as objective the enemy fleet. 
Putting outside cause the fleet, the convoy, if there is, becomes easy prey also for the 
ships. Such actions, when there is the presence of the aircraft carrier, must be carried out normally 
with protection of the fighter aircrafts. 


c) Insure with fighter aircrafts the escort to national the naval forces. 

In morning a squadron fighters comes transferred from Naples to Rome where another two 
squadrons are already ready to leave, united to the previous one, for Sardinia with the task protect 
our F. N. during the action. The movement is subordinated to the decisions of Supermarina, circa 
the participation or less of our fleet. 

Advancing the hypothesis of the possible offense against consequent the Liguria coast 
with expectable airplane-naval action to the north-west of Sardinia comes. 

The fighter protection could be sent to Alghero or to Eimas, according to the situation. 

In the same morning the torpedo bombers of Sardinia are reinforced with altogether 5 
aircrafts and 10 torpedo bombers. 

At 11:10 it is provided to put in alarm the units of the III Fleet, that they had already 
received warning end from the evening of the 25", and those of the Aeronautics of Sicily and 
Sardinia. 

In the first hours of the afternoon, arriving to the demands for Supermarina and in 
competition with the aircrafts of Marinavia, the exploratory activity on the Mediterranean, 
particularly intense is begun in the western zone. 

At 15:30 in lat. 37° 30' long. 05° 05' with route 270° speeds 14 knots are sighted a naval 
formation composed of 1 BB, 1 CV, 2 Cr, 6 DD. 

Upon request of Supermarina the explorations on the Western Mediterranean they come 
repeated in the late afternoon and protracted until 22:40, with negative outcome. 

The movements of national the naval forces are already in action, but it still does not turn 
out if the aircrafts from fighters assigned to the escort will have to act to north or south of Sardinia. 
In awaiting of the decision, 
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postponed to the movement of the ready fighter Group to Rome in order to move itself into the 
island. 


Day 27 September 

The exploratory activity, according to the demands for Supermarina and with the 
competition of aircrafts of Marinavia, resumes - particularly intense on the Western and Central 
Mediterranean - to the first lights of the day. 

In all the zone to explore mediocre atmospheric conditions, low clouds, poor visibility and 
squalls. 

At 08:10 in position lat. 37° 45’ long. 07° 45' with route 90° a formation composed of 1 
BB, 7 imprecise ships, 9 fighter aircrafts is sighted from an aircraft of Marinavia, and other aircraft 
of Marinavia sighted at 10:45 to 24 miles to the west from La Galite with route 90° and speeds 16 
knots presumably the same formation whose forces therefore are specified: 1 BB, 1 CV, 2 Cr, 4 
DD. 

Supermarina, than at 00:25 had asked the transfer for the fighter group of Rome to 
Alghero for the protection of the 3“ and 8" naval Division that they had to pass the mouth of La 
Maddalena at 11:00 hours, at 02:30 communicates that the F. N. has been diverted towards Cape 
Carbonara. 

Superaereo arranges therefore the departure of the fighters from Rome for Monserrato, 
where 31 aircrafts land at 12:35. 

At 10:30 it gives assurance to Supermarina that Aeronautical Sardinia, already interested, 
provide to begin the protection of the F. N. hardly these will enter in the range of the fighters. 

At 11:30 Supermarina communicates that our F. N. will be found at 12:00 to 50 miles for 
the east of Cape Carbonara, than the Commander in sea has freedom of action and will act in the 
limits of the autonomy of the fighters. 

At 11:35 it comes ordered to the Aeronautics of Sardinia to attack with the mass of the 
aerial torpedo bombers escorted by the fighter from warships of the enemy formation, in 
conformity with the preceding concepts exposed on the conduct of the action. 

The atmospheric conditions - clouds between 400 and 800 meters - do not allow the 
employment of the bombers, ready on alarm. 

At 11:45 Supermarina comes informed of the order of attack of the aerial torpedo 
bombers. 

At 12:00 in lat. 37° 43' long. 08° 55' route 90° speeds 12 knots 
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a naval force composed of 1 BB, 1 CV, 4 Cr, imprecise Ct; is sighted at 12:35 in lat. 37° 55' long. 
08° 45' route 90° speeds 18 knots 3 Cr. 

Three groups of aerial torpedo bombers of Sardinia Aeronautics, with total 25 aircrafts, 
escorted by 20 fighters, attacked the enemy at 13:00, 13:20 and 13:30 with following results: 2 Cr 
sinks; 1 hit BB; 1 large ship, CV, probably hit; 4 Cr hit; 10 aircrafts pulled shot beyond 4 probable. 

Seven aircrafts torpedo bombers and fighters did not return from the action. 

The torpedo bomber aircrafts, during the route of return, were repeatedly attacked by 
enemy fighters. The entire crew is engaged from the transverse of the crews aboard, that renders 
the r.t. communication impossible of results achieved. The Aeronautics of Sardinia does not have 
news of the outcome of the attack that directly gives the crews to theirs return to bases, that it 
happens to groups with beginning at 14:00 and finishes a little before 15:00. 

At 14:15 the Sardinia Aeronautics by telephone gives the first news to Cagliari Navy, 
communicating: 1 Cr hit with two torpedoes -1 Ct hit to the center. At 15:00 the second news 
announces that, beyond that already communicated, the aerial torpedo bombers have achieved 
following results: 1 sunk Cr -1 BB hit with two torpedo -2 Cr hit - one large imprecise ship hit. ... 
These results then are confirmed from the declarations of all the crews of the aerial torpedo 
bombers and confirm you from those of the pilots of the fighters who have participated to action 
(1). 

The Littorio asks Cagliari Navy the aerial escort for 14:00 in lat. 38° 30' long. 10° 25' [57 
miles to south-east of Cape Carbonara] route south, speed 24 knots. One telephone communication 
of his Exc. Riccardi to his Exc. Pricolo [Chief of the G.S. of the Aeronautics] perceives that at 
14:30 our F. N. the route has invert and directs to the north. 


(1) In truth it was hit to the bow in the second to attack only the BB Nelson, as already has 
been said. Much torpedo passed nearest several units. English will believe of having shot down 10 
aerial torpedo bombers, 1 fighters, beyond to 1 torpedo bombers, and 3 "Fulmar" probable lost. As 
always, everyone is optimistic in estimating the damages inflicted to the adversary. The aircrafts 
(for the reasons exposed in volume IV the naval actions in the Mediterranean 10-6-1940/31-3- 
1941, of this series) it are in particular way. 
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The Littorio communicates the position at 14:45 in lat. 38° 30' long. 10° 25’, route 0°. 

At 15:10 an aircraft of the Trento signals the presence in the enemy formation of two 
battleships. 

At 15:20 the following Sicily Aeronautics communication arrives from the Sardinia 
Aeronautics is transmitted to Supermarina and: 

"The first group of aerial torpedo bombers has sighted at 13:30 in the zone of La Galite 26 
warships between which 2 BB, 1 CV, 6 Cr, many DDs, and on the right side of the naval 
formation, under La Galite, many steamboats". 

At 15,40 Cagliari Navy, presumably as a result of the sight of the aerial torpedo bombers, 
transmits following signal of discovery: 

"Hours 13:00: 1 CV, 2 BB, 3 Cr, imprecise number of DD, considerable naval force in lat. 
37° 45' long. 09° 15'[ 16 miles to the northeast of La Galite ] route 90° imprecise speeds ". 

At 16:15 Supermarina received the following news from Sardinia Aeronautics is 
transmitted to and to acquaintance of Cagliari Navy already: 

"The news given at 15:20 approximately the enemy F. N. had been supplied from the 
commander of one squadron of aerial torpedo bombers. The commander of the group nearby 
torpedo bomber precise as the consistency of them, found, particularly, from the crews of the 
fighters of the escort to the torpedo bombers (drawling n. 5bis): 

- in advanced formation, online of forehead, 6 DD and a conductor of flotilla (probably a 
CL), 

- they follow one BB, therefore 2 Cr online of forehead, one CV then protect by 6 DD, 3 
on the right and 3 on the left; 

- little to south of this formation, and just to the height of the CV, 7 or 8 navigating 
steamboats in two columns placed side by side; 

- all route to the east”. 

At 16:24 Cagliari Navy transmits the new signal of discovery, as a result of the 
clarification of the commander of the group torpedo bomber and cancels signal of 15:40. 

As a result of order of Superaereo, at 17:00 the fighters leaves from Sicily 9 "picchiatelli" 
[dive bombers] escorted by 18 in order to carry out action against the enemy F. N.. Unfavorable 
the atmospheric conditions remain on all 
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zone. Poor visibility, low clouds and squalls. "picchiatelli” they return at 19:40 without to have 
sighted the objective... 

Superaereo newly arranges that at dark the aerial torpedo bombers of Sicily and Sardinia 
again attack the enemy F. N. 

Five aerial torpedo bombers of Sardinia attack at 19:45 in lat. 37° 20' long. 10° 30' [ little 
to north of the Gulf of Tunisi | the formation judged of approximately 20 ships, with following 
results: 1 sunk Cr; 1 hit Cr. 

Two aerial torpedo bombers of Sicily attack at 20:30, presumably the same formation with 
following results: 1 Cr hit; 1 hit DD. 

Superaereo orders to Sicily to carry out during the night offensive recognitions with braces 
of bombers, with the task, beyond that to carry the offense on the enemy, to maintain with this the 
contact. 

Of the aircrafts depart only two succeed to carry out the action against imprecise ships, but 
they must soon return after to poor atmospheric conditions. The others do not sight the enemy. 

At 22:00 the aerial units of the Western sector of V Square (Libya) are put in alarm. 


Day 28 September 

At dawn, joining to the demand for Supermarina and with the competition of aircrafts of 
Marinavia, for the Aeronautics Sardinia and Sicily and the Western sector of the Libya, the zone of 
interesting sea begins an intense exploratory activity on all the operation in course. 

The atmospheric conditions progressively worse: prohibitive on nearly all the Channel of 
Sicily and in light improvement towards the west. 

Three aircrafts torpedo bombers of Sardinia are transferred to Sicily, by order of 
Superaereo, to the first lights of the day. 

At 11:03 Supermarina informs that our F. N., from the position lat. 28° 27' long. 11° 00' in 
which it was found at 11:00, it has received the order to direct towards Cape Carbonara at the 
speed of 20 - 22 knots... 

At 14:25 Supermarina communicates the following sight carried out from an aircraft of 
Marinavia: 

"12:00 Hours - a steamboat from 3 to 10 thousand tons, and a steamboat 
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from 10 to 20 thousand tons in position 20 miles south La Galite route 170° ". 

At 14:25 Superaereo orders to the Sardinia Aeronautics to attack the two steamboats with 
aerial torpedo bombers. 

At 16:30 C.I1.A.F. communicates: 

"At 08:00 sighted to north of Cape Bougaroni a naval formation composed of 1 CV, 3 Cr, 
8 DD with route to the west ". 

At 17:05 Supermarina communicates that at 15:00 it has been given the order to the F. N. 
to return to their own bases. L' Aeronautical Sardinia is informed. 

At 18:20 the Sardinia Aeronautics communicates of to have intercepted a S.O.S. signal of 
the English steamboat Mayer presumably hit by our torpedo bombers in lat. 37° 20' long. 07° 30’ at 
17:30 (1). It communicates moreover following signal of discovery launched by a our aircraft: 

"Hours 16:40 lat. 37° 30' long. 6° 40' route 120° speeds 18 knots: 1 BB, 2 Cr, 2 imprecise 
ships, 4 DD ". 

One thinks that the enemy formation directs in aid of the torpedoed steamboat and 
reconnaissance aircraft is arranged to the dispatch in the zone of an aircraft. 

At 19:35 the Sardinia Aeronautics communicates that at 17:30 approximately in lat. 37° 
20' long. 07° 30' three aircrafts torpedo bombers have hit with a torpedo a steamboat of 
approximately 13 thousand tons and with two torpedoes a steamboat from the 15 to 20 thousand 
tons. The torpedo bombers, remained in the sky of the ships, have seen to sink both steamboats. 

The previewed nocturnal actions of the Sicily Aeronautics are hindered by adverse 
atmospheric conditions. 

A bomber, in nocturnal action on Malta, towards 20:00 hours sights and bombs, 
approximately 3.5 Km to SW of Calafrana (Malta), numerous ships at anchor of imprecise type. 


Here the Relation of Superaereo ends, which contains also a detailed exposure of the 
employment of the fighters, that we believe sufficient to summarize in a few lines. 


(1) Between the component steamboats the convoy, none had the name Mayer, nor turns 
out that day they have been made signal of S.O.S. from English ships. 
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The fighters were engaged, for protection of the ships, in days 27 and 28 September. 

On 27 September there were assigned 53 aircrafts: 33 from Sardinia and 20 from Sicily: 

- of the 8 patrols left from Sardinia between 12:15 and 18:40, only 2 found the Naval 
Forces; 

- of the 3 patrols left from Sicily between 14:25 and 15:45, 2 found the Naval Forces. 

On 28 September was assigned in total 35 fighters: 

- of the 4 patrols left from Sardinia between 11:40 and 18:35, only one found the Naval 
Forces; 

- of the 4 patrols left from Sicily between 12:00 and 17:50, 2 found the Naval Forces. 

In all, therefore, the ships had the aerial escort for a limited period of time: approximately 
three hours in seven cycles. 

Vary factors contributed to therefore a insufficient rendering of the organization of the 
service of the fighters: the little favorable atmospheric conditions, with poor visibility and clouds 
very low; the defective indication of the successive positions, routes and speed of the F. N., with 
discordant interferences between Supermarina and the Commander of the forces in sea; the 
imperfect operation, to times, of the connections. 


7" . The impressions of the Italian Commands 

a) Ended the operation, the Comando Supremo made, for means of the two high officers 
cited many times, an taken care of analysis of the manifestations of the airplane-naval cooperation, 
regarding which the operation could consider according to a more complex general test in 
comparison of that one of 24 August. 

The more important deficiencies found were: 

- the lack of characteristic reconnaissance aircraft of adapted strategic (to autonomy in the 
time) and tactics (maneuverability, maximum speed and armament) for being able to maintain long 
contact with the enemy, also when his fighters were present; 

- the consequent intermittence and discontinuity of the sights: although 
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that the 27" the enemy had been sighted 16 times (10 from reconnaissance aircraft and 6 from 
torpedo bombers), it had not been possible to appreciate if the naval group many times sighted 
were always the same one, or if it could be a matter of two groups enough near between them and 
of similar or little various composition; this, because the successful sights were are executed from 
various aircrafts, with the aggravating circumstance that the visibility was insufficient and went as 
getting worse was approached to us the coasts of Africa; 

- although how much precedes the Comandante Superiore at sea had the feeling of having 
to that to make with 3 BB, while the Authorities on land estimated that of it was one single, 
creating therefore a divergence of appreciations between the various Agencies having 
responsibility of operating decisions; 

- the difficulty for the fighters to find the F. N., not only for the insufficient visibility, but 
also for the delays with which they had been often communicates the indispensable topographical 
and cinematic elements to us, with sometimes discordant indications between those communicated 
from Supermarina and those indicated by the Commander at sea; 

- the lacked fighters participation, in the periods in which they were present, against the 
enemy reconnaissance aircraft that had been able to follow undisturbed the F. N. for all the 
afternoon of the 27"; causes of that: the height of the reconnaissance aircraft advanced to that one 
of the hunters, than was kept ready to reject the torpedo bombers, and the lack of radiophone for 
the connection immediate and directed between ships and aircrafts (still in the experimental 
phase); 

- the lack of signal of acknowledgment from part of the fighters, with the consequence of 
the painful discouragement of a fighter; 

- the great delays in the transmission to the ships of results obtained from the aircrafts 
torpedo bombers, with the consequence that the Commander at sea had not timely been able to 
estimate the variations just advantage in the relativity of the forces. 

From the ascertainment of the deficiencies the provisions were deduced to adopt in order 
to succeed to having means, arm and modalities executive that rendered the application of the new 
norms emanated by the Comando Supremo for the aerial-naval cooperation possible. And in this 
volume the opportune center in order not to entertain itself on this complex argument of 
fundamental operating interest. 
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b) Supermarina it made deepened relief, of which the main ones are reassumed. 

Premised that the experience made during the operations was not that a confirmation of 
how much had already previously been stated. Supermarina observed: 

- as far as the recognition, analogous considerations to those cited in the previous codicil; 

- as far as the fighters, a greater autonomy of the fighters would have concurred - without 
however varying the tie for the F. N. to maintain within the 100-110 miles from the airports - to 
the various patrols of longer permanence in the sky of the F. N., diminishing therefore the 
frequency of the alternations with saving of aircraft and greater continuity of protecting action, 
because every change of Patrol created one solution of more or less long continuity; in order to 
facilitate the finding of the F. N. it was necessary to consider the opportunity to make to guide the 
fighters from fast reconnaissance aircraft, having very greater possibility of the single-seat fighters 
to lead the air navigation, to sight and to intercept the signaling useful to orient themselves; finally 
Supermarina it already repeated considerations brought back in the previous codicil; 

- as far as the aerial offensives, filler testament those that wrote Supermarina: "the intrepid 
dash with which the attacks they have been, as always, executed by our torpedo bombers and 
bombers are worthy of the highest admiration. But in order to render the ready exploitation of the 
aeronautical successes from part of the naval forces possible it is indispensable that these know 
them in the minimal time and with sufficient precision (1). Therefore it would have that the 
veterans aircraft from their enterprises communicated endured in flight that that they estimate to 
have achieved and that the ships could are estates, also during the action, under the continuous 
observation of our reconnaissance aircraft: these would be in a position to finding the disablements 
of the enemy ships with a particular accuracy not concurred with the aerial offensives, which - 
ended the attack - must go away to more soon ". 


(1) As far as the clarification, it already has been found that the results estimated from the 


pilots were always influenced by a great optimism. Therefore Supermarina it advised how much is 
written in the successive period. 
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c) On the other hand the Commander of the Naval Fleet expressed also in his way a very 
concordant with the Comando Supremo and Supermarina 

"... On the whole - concluded Admiral Iachino dealing of the recognition - he can himself 
be said that they are themselves repeated to about the same conditions already take place 
yourselves in the previous encounter at sea with the enemy; and that is we have had late, imprecise 
and rare information from part of our airplane, while the enemy reconnaissance aircraft, than also 
have to us sight also late they much, have been able to maintain to the contact with uninterruptedly 
our F. N. from 13:40 to 17:50 of the 27"... The successive messages of a same reconnaissance 
aircraft, than maintain in sight of the enemy naval force, allow a progressive sharpening of the 
sights... [ while ] if the successive discovery messages come from various airplane and differ 
remarkably between them, as generally happens, not are some possibility of sharpening in 
appreciating the situation, because it is not reason to give the preference to the first one or the last 
one of such messages, that they are all equally reliable, being all comparable ones to first sights ". 

After to have observed that the overlap of signal of the reconnaissance aircraft directly 
intercepted from the ships with sight messages communicated from Authority on land with some 
hour of delay created confusion and difficulty to winnow of the various news, he continued: 

"The fact is that aboard, of in equipped the calmer and better atmosphere than 
Supermarina, it has been possible makes an idea neither roughly approximated of the for all of the 
day the situation of the 27". Indeed the effective consistency of the English naval forces, that they 
have taken part to the action in the Mediterranean, has not been able to know with sure safety if 
not several days after, as a result of information had on the ships returning to Gibraltar. And 
necessary to make all the possible one... in order to put in service more modern apparatuses and 
more actions to that is make the maritime reconnaissance and that it is necessary to us, that 
continuously, and not only irregular on the enemy ". 

As far as the fighters, Admiral Iachino, beyond repeating ascertainments of fact (already 
from reproduced by us) observed that "if the escort of the fighters is not of the all continuously, it 
cannot itself be considered present if not when it looks at itself effectively". Concluded then on the 
necessity of the connections in r.t.f. between ships and fighters and considered 
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that, not having the attacked enemy the ships with its aircraft for inexplicable reasons not known 
and, had not been able to make experience in purpose. It put too much finally in evidence that had 
received from Supermarina the information approximately the damages inflicted from the aircrafts 
to the enemy with some hour of delay, much too late for being able to influence on the operating 
decisions of the Fleet, being in the meantime changed the relative positions of the counter 
opposing forces and being remained a few hours of light to disposition. 


d) Comando Supremo, based on the analysis of the events, concluded - on purpose of one 
of the more important issues, and that is the availability of the F. N. from part of the fighters - that: 

" Supermarina must itself be limited to communicate to Superaereo with the due advance 
notice the point in which is previewed that it finds to the dawn of the contemplated day the F. N., 
with the route and the speed that will assume in that point. Fact this, every successive participation 
must be thought inopportune. 

"It is up to the Comandante Superiore at sea to give the own position of time in time, and 
just every time that he changes route or speed”. 

It followed an outline of messages then to transmit for this purpose, reduced, for simplicity 
and readiness, to only five groups number. 

As far as the more opportune flight altitude for the fighters, the Comando Supremo 
observed: 

"the flight height depends on the type of enemy aerial activity that is wanted to be 
contrasted in one determined operating phase. 

"In the strategic phase it will be generally dealt to contrast the reconnaissance aircraft less 
(than torpedo bomber of one is not found to us within the range enemy base): therefore the fighters 
will have to circle at high altitude (5000 meters in average). 

"In the pre-tactical and tactical phase (distance from the enemy aircraft carriers inferior to 
150 miles approximately), having itself to contrast beyond to the reconnaissance aircraft also the 
aerial offensives, the fighters will have to keep themselves to medium altitude (approximately 
2500 meters). Subordinately to the availability of apparatuses, the perfect solution would at a low 
altitude have with one patrol and one to high altitude. 

"Generalizing radiotelephony, the ships could indicate to the fighters the presence and the 
position of the enemy aircraft". 
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8'" - The development of "Halberd" according to the report of Admiral Somerville (Diagram 
n. 5) 


a) The march towards the east. 

Departing from Gibraltar several groups as has been said in paragraph 50, the ships always 
were protected from patrols of fighters in flight. 

In order to confuse the aerial recognition and other eventual Italian informative sources the 
two groups were sailing separate until 08:00 of the 27": the group 1 more to the south and group 2 
more to the north, in waters close to the Baleari normally free "from mercantile traffic and 
airplane, based on previous experience" - as Admiral Somerville wrote — the English having latest 
interest to make to discover the possible convoy. At 08:00 of the 27" 40 miles to the NNE of Cape 
de Fer they joined, continuing towards the east at short distance one from the other and arranging 
themselves in a single formation indicated in the diagram n. 5. 

In the day of the 26" group 1 was wise of being twice sighted from our reconnaissance 
aircraft, and just around 09:30 and 15:30: the first time the reconnaissance aircraft (a "Cant Z.506" 
of the r.m.) it could not be intercepted for lacked operation the radio aboard the fighter patrol 
leader aircraft; the second time was be a matter of a brace of "S.79" initially mistaken for two 
aircraft of the supposed type "the Hudson" in transfer from Malta to Gibraltar. 

Somerville remained persuaded instead that group 2 had not been sighted. He writes: "In 
the afternoon of the 26" an airplane with Spanish colors and with the acronym FARN on the 
fuselage appeared outside from clouds over the DD of the escort [to the convoy ] and re-entered 
the clouds. No other airplane was sighted or recorded. Not there is from thinking that this airplane 
with its passengers had marked the presence of the convoy". 

This airplane, thought Spanish, was more probable French, given the position to north of 
Algeria and that it was just what at 15:20 saw group 2 preceded by group 1, as the C.L.A.F. had 
marked the evening to the Comando Supremo and from this it had been communicated 
Supermarina: the given composition was wrong for how much only concerned the great ships, 
since group 2 comprised 2 BB and not 1 CV. That if the airplane had made 
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an exact acknowledgment, would have been come to acquaintance of the presence at sea of 3 BB. 

Observing diagram n. 5 and confronting it with diagram 5B, than - as it has been seen - 
reproduce the formation therefore as it was communicated at 16:15 from Superaereo to 
Supermarina, are stated as the appreciation of the air ones can sometimes be remarkably different 
from the truth and like those on 27 September the Authorities on land have believed to conclude 
that was at sea a single British BB. 

The formation was attacked - as it has been seen - three times between 12:55 and 14:05 
from aerial torpedo bombers that hit with a torpedo only the Nelson, reducing the sustainable 
maximum speed to 18 knots (1). 

It turns out that the aggressive spirit of the Italian aircrafts aroused the admiration of 
English: they were advancing intrepidity under the fire of obstruction of the ships and the DDs of 
the escort, and the aircraft that hit the Nelson "uncoupled the torpedo from 200 feet of height (70 
meters) and from 450 yards of distance (400 meters) hitting the ship on the lower bow on the left" 
and falling on the opposite side after passing over nearly. The others two aircrafts of the patrol, 
one just missed the target and succeeded to go away, the other was shot down by the DD before 
that it could launch. 

According to the English, of 30 airplane (in truth they were 25), 18 reached at a distance 
useful of launch and launched, and 10 were shot down (6 from shooting of ships and 4 from the 
"Fulmar" fighters). As it has been said on page 69 the torpedo bombers that did not return to base 
were seven. 

During the attacks Admiral Somerville received at 14:04 signals them from a 
reconnaissance aircraft of the R.A.F., which informed him that at 13:40 the two BB and eight DD 
was in the point lat. 38° 20' and long. 10° 40' with route 190° and speeds 20 knots. Therefore at 
14:04 the opposing group was found in direction 70° to 74 miles from the Nelson. This deducted 
relative position from the esteem made from the reconnaissance aircraft was wrong of 
approximately 10 miles and 12° (real approximate position: 65 miles for 58°, that is the Italian BB 
was approximately 15 miles more towards the NNE). 


(1) According to the report of Superaereo the attacks happened between 13:00 and the 
13:30. Probably the English hours starting from the moment in which they noticed the approaching 
of the first big wave (12:55) forward until the moment in which the last aircraft of the third big 
wave it went outside of sight after to have attacked (14:05). 
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Grafico n. 5 « 
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La Squadra navale in rotta verso il nemico, 


1 - The Naval Fleet in route towards the enemy 
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de Divisioni navali 7° e 8 in crociera. 


2 - The 7" and 8" Naval Divisions in cruise 
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Admiral Somerville made two hypothesis then: or the enemy meant to meet him near the western 
limit of the Channel of Sicily, or to attract to bulk of the English towards the northeast leaving 
uncovered the convoy in order to attack it at sunset with light forces. It is then decided to direct 
with the three BB and six DD towards the Italian forces, leaving 3 Cr and 10 DD with the convoy, 
while the Ark Royal, protected by 2 Cr with 2 DD, would have continued to operate close to the 
convoy. 

At the same time the Admiral ordered to the Ark Royal to send two "Swordfish" in 
recognition and to prepare a group of "Swordfish" equipped with torpedoes in order to attack the 
Italian forces. 

Since all the aircrafts - except the fighters - had been held without benzene in order to 
diminish the fire risks, in anticipation of our aerial attacks to the CV, the execution of the order 
demanded a little time: the reconnaissance aircraft took off at 14:48 and 12 torpedo bombers with 
4 "Fulmar" of escort left from the Ark Royal at 15:40. 

While at 14:25 a new signal of discovery had communicated the presence at 13:50 of 4 Cr 
and 8 DD to 15 miles for WSW from the BB previously sighted (in truth was to the SW). 

While the ships were being grouped as ordered, the Nelson had to reduce to 15 knots 
because at 18 the water filtrations were much too strong through the bulkheads to aft of the zone 
which had from the explosion of the torpedo. 

Then Admiral Somerville modified the previous dispositions and divided the units into 
two groups: 

- Force A: 2 BB (Prince of Wales and Rodney), 2 CL (Edinburgh and Sherffield), 6 DD, 
under the command of Admiral Curteis; 

- Force X: 3 CL (Kenya, Hermione, Euryalus) and 8 DD with the 9 steamboats, under the 
command of Rear Admiral Burrough; 

- Nelson) in support to Force X, given the reduction of its speed to 15 knots, and the Ark 
Royal with 2 DD in the area with freedom of maneuver for the flight operations. 

At 15:00 the Force A was separated from the Nelson and Force X (that continued for the 
Channel of Sicily with the new criterion to pass between Pantelleria and the Sicily rather than from 
the side of Cape Bon), in order to try to engage the Italian naval forces. 

At 15:06 a signal from the R.A.F. informed that at 14:45 the Italian F. N. had been sighted 
with route to north and at 15:43 another 
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the signal the route of the F. N. directed as at 15:03 for 60°: the two signaling were practically 
exact, because at 15:00 the F. N. had turned to the right in order avoiding a submarine that a DD 
had believed to see, replacing in route for the north at 15:10. The position of the F. N. given in the 
signal was several miles more to the north than that one that Somerville had estimated based on 
previous signaling (1). 

Therefore Admiral Curteis judged that he would not have had the possibility to make 
contact and withdrew towards the east in order to maintain between Force X and the Italian Forces. 

At 16:50 no new sightings still had arrived from the reconnaissance aircraft sent from the 
Ark Royal at 14:48, reconnaissance aircraft that also were nearly all supplied of radar of the 
capacity of approximately 45 miles. 

Then Admiral Somerville, estimating that our F. N. continued to go away towards the 
north, ordered at 16:58 to Admiral Curteis to rejoin with the "Nelson-Ark Royal" Group Force X. 

"According to my appreciation of the moment - Admiral Somerville wrote - even if the 
group of" Swordfish "torpedo bombers were successful to decidedly reduce the speed of the 
enemy, it would not have been possible for Admiral Curteis to make contact with the enemy 
before the sunset and consequently it would have been highly problematic to obtain a important 
success. Of other hand it was essential that the cruisers [ of Force A ] rejoin the convoy before 
sunset, and also the DD had to supply to one more effective escort for the Nelson and the Ark 
Royal, 1 thought it being unacceptable the removal of the DD from the convoy for this last goal ". 

Therefore at 17:00 hours Force A turned in order to join with the other ships and at 18:55, 
it just arrived in their proximity, when several groups separated: the convoy, the 5 Cr and 9 DD 
continued for Malta (Map n. 6); the BB the CV and the other 9 DD reversed the route in order to 
return to Gibraltar. 

Around 17:40 torpedo bombers had communicated that they were not able to trace the 
Italian forces and were recalled to the Ark Royal: 


(1) From how much has been previously observed, this relative position was nearer the 


real one, because the Italian F. N. was approximately 15 miles more to the north what Somerville 
had believed it to be until then. 
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the lacked discovery was in part due also to a poor service in the communications of a 
reconnaissance aircraft of Malta. 

The Italian aircraft were still maintained in the vicinities of the convoy, held in respect 
from the antiaircraft fire and from the "Fulmar", until - night fall - attacked three times between the 
20:00 and 20:40. The sky was serene with an shining half moon astern to the right of the ships, 
while the attacks were manifested on the left side, that is from the opposite side to the moon. The 
CL Kenya and the DD Oribi thought to have shot down two, aircraft but none of ours was shot 
down. 

At 20:32 the transport Imperial Star was hit astern on the left by a torpedo launched from 
an airplane (1). It removed the rudder and both propellers, with flooding of the premises of the 
engines. Disabled to continue, eventually also to be towed, the ship was sunk with depth charges 
after to have transferred all the personnel on the DD of the escort. During the same attack the 
Sheffield and the Oribi avoided for a few meters torpedoes. 

The Hermione detached at 20:30 from the formation in order to bombard the port of 
Pantelleria: executed the action around 01:30 of the 28", counter battery - without being hit - from 
the batteries of the defense, and was rejoined with Force X at 05:15. 

Between 11:30 and 13:30 of the 28" convoy and the escort entered the port of Malta, 
without being more disturbed during navigation. 


b) The return to Gibraltar. 

While the three BB, the CV and nine DD of Force H (Force A), after having reversed 
route at 18:55 of the 27" separating from the convoy escorted from all the Cr and the others nine 
DD (Force X), had taken to the rode for Gibraltar with Admiral Somerville on the Nelson at a 
speed of 14 knots. The morning of the 28" English reconnaissance aircraft communicated that the 
Italian F. N. intercrossed in waters between the Sardinia and the Sicily. 

English noticed themselves being by from our reconnaissance aircraft (that they 
transmitted in day three signals of discovery) and they kept themselves 


(1) Attack executed from the two torpedo bomber that, according to the report of 
Superaereo, would have hit at 20:30 a cruiser and a DD. 
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Grafico n. 6 
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ready to reject attacks, than they were not taken place. 

The descent of night, the speed of the formation was reduced to 12 knots in order to 
diminish the pressure of the water on the bulkheads of the flooded compartments of the Nelson) 
that it had the immersed bow of approximately 2.5 meters more then normal and had boarded 
water amount around 3,500 tons. 

At 21:00 of the same 28" to the north of Algeria the Nelson continued towards the west 
with 3 DD, while Admiral Curteis with the other ships returned towards the east in order to meet 
with Admiral Burrough who returned from Malta with Force X after to have left the steamboats. 
The two groups met at 10:30 of the 29", were sailing united until sunset and then the Prince of 
Wales with 2 Ct and 6 DD continued at greater speed, while the Rodney with Ark Royal) the other 
Cr and DD, continued towards the west with smaller speed (17 knots). 

The Nelson reached Gibraltar at 11:00 of 30 September; the "Prince of Wales" Group 
arrived in the afternoon of the same day and the "Rodney" Group the morning of the 1 October. 

On 29 and 30 September, during the traverse, the English forces had contacts with Italian 
submarines (see report of Supermarina). 

The DD Gurkha avoided by a few meters the torpedo launched by the Sub Diaspro at 
06:12 in a point 25 miles to north of Cape Bougaroni. 

At 16:45 the DD Legion and Lively detached for the hunting to a submarine that had 
launch some torpedoes, but without to state positive results. The submarine had to be the Serpente. 

At 10:10 of the 30" the two DD Gurkha and Legion sank after insistent hunting the Sub 
Adua 37 miles to NNW of Cape Tenés (that it found 85 miles west of Algeria). The Sub had 
launch four torpedoes against the English ships, transmitting at 05:20 the signal of discovery and 
the carried out the attack. Wreckage which came immediately to the surface gave to the English 
the certainty of the loss that they had inflicted on us. 


c) Convoy M.G.2 

This convoy comprised three empty steamboats, that as it has been said had to return from 
Malta to Gibraltar. They were: Melbourne Star - Port Chalmers - City of Pretoria. The first one 
left alone at noon of 26 September, when 


Page. 88 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

Force A was in route towards the Channel of Sicily and it was still found to south of the Baleari. 
Admiral Somerville had received at 11:41 a message from the commanding admiral of Malta that 
upon request perceived it that on each of the three steamboats they had been embarked, to they risk 
and danger of the Governor of the island, members of the Army and the R.A.F. with their families. 
Although these steamboats could not be more considered empty, Admiral Somerville - holding 
also account that he had not been consulted on the opportunity to embark persons on such ships - 
determined to adhere to the directives of the Admiralty, that established of giving the precedence 
to the safety of the military ships rather than to that one of empty steamboats, and therefore not 
detach any DDs for the escort of the Melbourne Star. This reached Gibraltar at 07:00 of 29 
September, after one traverse without incidents. 

The others two steamboats left with from Malta at 10:30 of 27 September, escorted until 
(and sunset just until 19:30) from the corvette Gloxinia. Then they continued alone, indirectly 
protect from Force X that with the coming from convoy from Gibraltar crossed in the same night 
in inverse sense the Channel of Sicily passing, as it has been seen, to north of Pantelleria, while the 
two steamboats journeyed from the side south of the island. 

Navigation was carried out calm until 23:20, when Port Chalmers) that it followed in the 
wake of the City of Pretoria) sighted one of the Mas of the section that was in nocturnal ambush to 
SSW of Pantelleria. 

At the moment of the sight the Mas appeared stopped 300-400 meters to the across on the 
left of the City of Pretoria) that it had not seen it. 

The Mas put at once in motion and movements to the attack of the Port Chalmers) that it 
perceived the noise of the motors, approaching on the right until heard the noise of the motors to 
approach from astern on the left. It still turned in order to put the own stern forward and opened 
the shooting with its 4 guns from 102 against the smear of the prow of the Mas, that was very 
visible. 

The Mas replied with its machineguns and launch a torpedo without to hit; then, after the 
sixth salvo from the 102 mm of the steamboat, went away disappearing of astern to the right. 

At dawn of the 28" two steamboats they were distanced, continuing at normal speed City 
of Pretoria and putting to all force the Port 
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Chalmers. At the same time they raised French flag: were both flown over towards 09:15 from a 
"Cant Z.506", than tricked from the flag it did not attack them. 

The two ships continued in route, always with French flag, separate end towards 16:00 
hours. A few minutes before an aircraft, judged of the type "Breda 20", flew over the Port 
Chalmers without to attack it. 

After 16:00 steamboats joined, having already exceeded the meridian of La Galite. 

At 17:25 appeared three aerial torpedo bombers that launch against the City of Pretoria, 
which - lowered the flag French and raised that English - the fire opened, avoided the torpedo with 
a maneuver and threw endured after in sea three floating smoke dischargers, in order to mask itself 
from sight of an uncovered submarine astern to right from two lookout-posts (it could be the 
Diaspro, in whose zone of ambush the two ships were journeying). 

This episode is reported in the relation brought back by Superaereo as success of the three 
torpedo bomber aircrafts that "remained in the sky of the ships, they have seen to sink both 
steamboats". Probably was tricked by the smoke of the floating smoke dischargers. 

The two cargo vessels reached Gibraltar on 30 September, without other incidents of 
particular note (but the impression to be follow themselves from a submarine emerged - than not 
there was - in the environs of the bay of Almeria after the midnight of 29 September, for which 
they threw themselves within Spanish territorial waters). 


9". Considerations of Admiral Somerville 

The more important subject, on which Admiral Somerville entertained itself in his 
relation, was that one of lacked localization the Italian F. N. in the afternoon of the va tae 

"The operations orders established clearly - he wrote - than the main goal of that operation 
were that one to make to arrive intact the convoy to destination and that every action to carry out 
against opposing forces in approach had to be subordinated to the attainment of the main scope. 

"However, in no moment such forces constituted a serious threat. They constituted instead, 
potential and real, the air forces, 
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not only during the hours of light but also after the sunset of the moon. In these conditions the 
maintenance in flight of patrols from fighters assumed an importance that could not be ignored... 

"In case the reconnaissance aircraft of Malta had been able to maintain in sight of the 
enemy F. N. for a long period, the two reconnaissance aircraft "Swordfish" [ of the Ark Royal ] 
would not have had series difficulty in order to establish the contact. Unfortunately the r.t. 
communication, given the atmospheric conditions and the congestion of the r.t. traffic, were 
difficult. The congestion was in part due to the damages received from the Nelson) that they forced 
to give to new instructions to modification of the established operations plan; of it could, to resort 
to optical signals, that they would have demanded much time with one formation extended on a 
front of 12 miles". Admiral Somerville concluded with one critical to the way, as the search of the 
F. N. was executed. 

Approximately the risks introduced from operations carried out in next days to the full 
moon observed that they were dangerous because "if the enemy had concentrated its aircrafts 
torpedo bombers in order to attack from the sunset and after, could have obtained the a large 
success to torpedo great part of the convoy". 

It finally declared lucky not to have had damages from the remarkable deployment of 
Italian submarines, of which he had the feeling, and congratulation for the excellent cooperation of 
the R.A.F... 


10" - Some conclusive notes 

a) In this operation, in which in good order four days (27 -28 -29 -30) Supermarina one 
could follow through sights of aircrafts and submarines, r.t. interceptions and news of the C.L.A.F. 
the movements of the opposing forces, are remained hit from two ascertainments pointed out 
already here and there: 

- the inability to identify the composition of the English forces; 

- the exaggeration truly conspicuous of the appreciation of results obtained from airplane 
and submarines in their attacks. 

Against a torpedo exploded in the forward part of the Ne/son and against the sunk 
steamboat Imperial Star, being, the second appreciations (see. relation of Superaereo): 
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Sunk Hit 
3 Cr (of 27) 1 BB 
2 SS (of 28) 1CV 
16 Cr 
1DD 
Total of 27 








That is, on 5 Cr present in British forces 3 would have been sinks and 6 hit! 

As already it has been said, the only the Imperial Star was sunk the evening of the 27", 
but the aircrafts had reported to have torpedoed 1 Cr and 1 DD. 

To these losses inflicted to the adversary from the aircrafts it must add two other ships, 
that they would have been hit the 29": from the Sub Diaspro and from the Sub Serpente. 

As far as the lacked identification the real composition of the enemy forces, the 
phenomenon appears inexplicable because in the day of the 27" all the warships and the convoy 
were Sailing in only one formation; and also in the three days successive, when the greater ships 
were on the route of return to Gibraltar, the error continued to appreciate that at sea there was only 
one BB. Only after the return to base of the English ships the 30", Supermarina came to 
acquaintance that there were three battleships that had operated. 

Only Admiral Iachino had the intuition the afternoon of the 27" that therefore had to be 
and he regulated himself consequently, estimating of being - as he was - in conditions of 
inferiority. 

b) Supermarina in a analysis of the operation, made some time after with deepened 
appraisal of the facts, concluded that: 

- being by now wide confirmed the concept of British action not to introduce itself in state 
of inferiority of forces, but making them to be sailing part in more ready groups to gather at the 
moment in which the action probability was delineated with ours, he was indispensable to arrange 
of a able recognition to penetrate in the enemy device of march in order to sight with of the forces 
and not only isolated groups; 

- since our F. N. did not have convenience to push of the 8° west meridian in order not to 
lose the benefit of the aerial escort based in Sardinia, would have been preferable to hold 
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one Division of cruisers in cruise to the east of the 8° meridian in order to force the enemy 
F. N. to push themselves well to our east and to allow therefore a large intervention; 

- this participation, for having succeeding probability of would have had to be preceded from able 
aerial activity to cancel the enemy naval superiority; 

- the deployment of the submarines along the distance of the English forces in the Western 
Mediterranean had not given the results hoped for; it would have been therefore preferable 
in event, in analogous cases, to concentrate also the Subs (besides to the Mas and the TB) 
in the Channel of Sicily or nearby; 

- the arrival to Malta of the convoy with the escort forces had demonstrated that English by now 
had sufficient acquaintance of the position of the obstructions of mines and was conscious 
of the presence of TB and Mas; therefore it would be convene to irregularly change the 
device of block of the Channel of Sicily. 


Finally the idea if - holding account that our fundamental objective was to exhaust the 
potentiality of Malta - it did not convene to concentrate the offenses on the steamboats rather than 
on the warships, at least from part of the Aeronautics showed oneself. 


11" - Bulletins of war 
ITALIAN EXTRAORDINARY BULLETIN N. 484 

The left enemy naval formation from Gibraltar, which it points out the ordinary Bulletin 
yesterday n. 482, were composed of a convoy escorted by an aircraft carriers, from a battleship, 
from a unknown number of cruisers and one ten of DD. 

Just as soon as it was sighted from our reconnaissance aircraft, our torpedo bombers left 
immediately from the bases of Sardinia: a light cruiser, hit by two torpedo was at once sunk (crews 
leader of the aircrafts Captain Mellej and Lieutenant Septa); a light cruiser was hit by a torpedo 
(crew leader Lieutenant Giacopinelli); one large ship, hit by a torpedo (crews leader Lieutenant 
Venturini); a light cruiser, hit with a torpedo (crews leader lieutenant Bucceri); a cruiser of 
approximately 10 thousand tons, hit by a torpedo, has listed exiting from the formation (crews 
leader Captain Marini). 
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Endured after another of our aircraft, with pilot lieutenant Cristiani, has hit the same 
cruiser that is sunk. 

The pilots of the fighter escort have noticed the putting in water of lifeboats. 

A second big wave of two groups, commanded respectively by Colonel Seidl and by 
Major Buri, have continued the attack with these results: a battleship hit to forward with a torpedo, 
a cruiser hit to the center with a torpedo, a cruiser hit. In a third big wave they have been hit: with 
a torpedo, a light cruiser (pilot of the aircraft Captain Grossi); with two torpedo, a cruiser from 10 
thousand tons, that was sunk (pilots of the aircrafts Lieutenants Barioglio and Cipriani). 

Towards evening other formation left from the bases of the Sicily has attacks the surviving 
ships and sure hit with one torpedo each a heavy cruiser and a naval destroyer (Pilot of the 
aircrafts Captain Magagnali and Lieutenant Silva). 

Reassuming, they have been sure sinks two cruisers one heavy and a light one, and hit 
more or less seriously with torpedo a battleship and another large unknown ship, six ships of 
smaller tonnage, a naval destroyer. 

While the battle was carried out had place furious actions between ours and the enemy 
aircrafts. Six English aircrafts have been shot down in flames: eight our aircrafts have not returned 
to bases. 

They must be considered fallen to the head of their formations Colonel commander of the 
Stormo and three commanders of Squadron. 

During this great battle that is duration from the 13:00 to 22:00 of the 27" our aircraft in 
magnificent contest of daring and with arrogant unconcern of the danger has hurled against the 
English fleet not only with the power of explosives but also with their courage and their 
unstoppable decision to hit. 

Of the mercantile ships that formed the convoy one has been torpedoed from light ships of 
the R. Navy in the Channel of Sicily; another, hit and sunk off of the Algerian coasts from ship of 
the R. Navy; two others, for a total of 23 thousand tons, have been sunk in the feature of sea 
between the Sardinia and Tunisia from having torpedo bombers which pilots Lieutenants Focacci, 
Belloni and Di Bella. 


ITALIAN ORDINARY BULLETIN N. 486 
The English fleet, after the hard blows endured for the actions of our Aeronautics cited in 
the extraordinary Bulletin n. 484, have suffered, during its return towards Gibraltar, new damages 
for work of our submarines 
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operating in the zone of sea which the enemy had to cross. 
Five of our submarines are resolutions to attack torpedoing for sure two ships. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 29 SEPTEMBER 
The an official notice of the Admiralty, emitted today, informs that an important British 
convoy sailing in the Central Mediterranean has reached its destination, in spite of the persistence 
of the attacks of enemy aviation. A single mercantile ship has been seriously damaged, and has 
been subsequently sunk from the British forces, given the impossibility to tow it. There are no 
losses. A warship the escort has also been damaged and has had to return under its own speed, 
since its offensive ability has been disabled. 


PRESS COMMENT DISCLOSED BY THE ENGLISH WIRELESS 
BULLETIN OF 30 SEPTEMBER 1941 

Another test of the British supremacy in the Mediterranean has been given from the report 
now arriving of Admiral Sir James Somerville on the naval action of past Saturday. 

The Admiral has said that a British naval formation was sighted in the day of the 27 
September last from Italian aviation, and subordinate to the attack of three formations of torpedo 
bombers escorted by numerous fighters, while bombers flew over the British naval formation 
without launch bombs. The British defense immediately has entered in action shooting down, for 
means of the destroyers, 4 torpedo bombers and a fighter, and damaging of others, while 6 enemy 
torpedo bombers and a fighter were shot down from the a.a. artilleries of the Fleet. 

In the course of these attacks the BB Nelson was hit by a torpedo, and as a result of that 
has had to reduce the own speed; but there are no losses among the crew. 

An further enemy attack has been intercepted and repulsed by the fighters of the Navy, 
while the convoy reached its destination. 

During all the action has been noticed the presence in sea of an Italian naval force, which 
has operated with evasive action and it has not been possible to force it to the combat. 

It comes moreover officially specified that the British losses only amounted to one 
mercantile ship sunk and the damages received by the Nelson, beyond to the loss of 3 fighter 
aircrafts. 
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CHAPTER II 


THE LEGENDARY ENTERPRISE OF ALEXANDRIA 
(Night 18-19 December 1941) 


OUTLINE OF THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE SIRTE 
(17 Decembers 1941) 


Between the "battles in port" this of Alexandria is - for it results achieved - by far the more 
important and has constituted, so to speak, answer to the "night of Taranto” of 12 November 1940. 
For this reason we include in this volume, remembering the readers who all the enterprises of 
naval means of onslaught are narrated with exhausting documentation in volume XIV IJ mezzi 
d'assalto, of this series. 


12" The togetherness of the operation 

a) The preparation. 

Say first that the 14 and 25 November 1941 British Navy had respective suffered, for 
merit of two Germanic submarines (U.8/, Cmdr. Guggenberger; U.33/, Cmdr. Von 
Tiesenhausen), the loss of the CV Ark Royal in the Western Mediterranean and of the BB Barham 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Moreover, 15 December, had been sunk off of Alexandria by a 
German submarine the CL Galatea (1). 

Not enough; 9 December British Navy had lost 


(1) Of the sinking of the Barham we had sure news after several months, because the 
submarine believed to have sunk a cruiser. 
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off of the Indochina the two battleships Repulse and Prince of Wales) sunk by Japanese aircrafts. 

It was it, therefore, crossing one power crisis. 

The enterprise of Alexandria, obtaining putting out of service of another two battleships in 
order nearly all the duration of the war in a moment in which Great Britain it did not have 
availability of ships in order to replace them, was determining of a situation clearly the our 
predominance in the Mediterranean that - if we had the naphtha availability - we could have taken 
advantage of also for offensive operations beyond that to intensify the traffic with Libya, objective 
which the precedence had to be given. 


Made this short premise, that it frames the enterprise in the determined situation towards 
the end of 1941, profit is thought mainly to put into context the entirety picture reporting us to the 
sober, and therefore eloquent, relation that of it 9 January 1942 made Supermarina for the 
Comando Supremo. 

The operation of forcing of Alexandria already had been tried twice in the course of 1940; 
both times it had been cut to the beginnings, being sink the submarines assigned to the transport of 
the operators, [ride and Gondar (1). 

After then the news lack precise on the defense of that base and the greater probabilities to 
bring back success against objectives of the ports of Malta and Gibraltar they had made to desist 
from other attempted. 





(1) The Jride was carrying out 22 August 1940 in waters of the Gulf of Bomba in Cyrenaica some 
tests for the systemizing of means of onslaught that it had embarked for the mission against Alexandria, 
when they were sights three enemy aerial torpedo bombers. Given the shallow depth, the Jride - not being 
able to dive - had to face them in surface being opened the fire with the machine-gunner, but a torpedo hit 
the submarine that I sink quickly. It was approximately 21:15 of 22 August 1940. 

The Gondar had left from La Spezia the 21 September 1940 in order to transport end in front of the 
port of Alexandria means of onslaught assigned to enter it, when, the 29, already reached in zone, had order 
to suspend the mission (because the M. F. was in the meantime exited into the sea) and returned to Tobruk. 
Towards 20:30 it sighted enemies light ships; dived, endured an uninterrupted hunting with launch of depth 
charges until 08:30 of successive of 30 September. Given the impossibility of escape to the hunting, the 
commander determined to emerge and to sink the boat in order to secure the secret of means of onslaught. 
The Gondar come in surface was found surrounded from two DD (Stuart and H.22) and from one corvette, 
while in the sky circled an airplane. The submarine was scuttled by the crew. It was approximately 08:30 of 
the 30 September 1940, approximately 70 miles west of Alexandria. 


Page. 98 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

The study of the operation (which the conventional name of "G.A.3" was given) had been 
resumed in November 1941, being been collections while reliable news on the defense and on the 
modalities of vigilance to the entrance of the roadstead of Alexandria and being at the same time 
ready to act nuclei of operating perfectly trained. 

Then the execution of the enterprise for the period of the new moon was decided of 
December (from the 14 to the 20), being still in that zone the temperature of the enough mild water 
(around to the 15°) and therefore bearable during long immersions. 

The main difficulties to exceed derived give: 

- necessity for the submersible conveyor to approach the enemy coast of day for being able to use 
the few points of reference offers from a low shoreline, running the risk of uncovered 
being from the adversary without having the possibility to escape to cause of the low 
depths; 

- necessity for the submarine not to exceed the obstructions defensives in order not to run the 
mortal risk to run into some mine, with the consequent disadvantage to make to complete 
to means of onslaught a distance a lot along (approximately 5 miles in a time of two and 
half hours) in order to reach the mouth of the port; 

- of the all exhausting news approximately the obstructions of the port, for how much it was not 
probable that the adversary had not been able to predispose complete and heavy 
obstructions, given the depth of 17 meters (1). 

- nearly absolute impossibility to retrieve the operators to the end of their mission. In order to 
assure the secret of the operation they were (as for all the operations of means of 
onslaught) given oral orders to the Commander of X the flotilla Mas (Cmdr. Ernesto 
Forza) and written personal letters 


(1) they had been assessed following the defense: minefield to 20 miles towards northwest 
from the port - line of ginnoti (large mines put down on the bottom with explosion under the 
electrical command from land) disposed in depth of 27 meters on a beam of approximately 6 miles 
leaving from the port - line of cables announcers (working for electrical induction) in zone more 
approached - the groups of ginnoti in positions known (in the document, struck to machine, just is 
written "known"; but the doubt comes that can be a matter of an error of typewriting) - net 
obstructions to the mouth, not difficult forcing - line of ships in outer vigilance to the outside of 
the minefield. 
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Gruppo dincrociatori in navigazione. 


3 - Group of cruisers in navigation 
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4 - Ready to open fire 
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to the Authorities of the Aegean (Admiral Inigo Campioni, Governor of Dodecanese, and Capt. 
Corso Pecori Giraldi, Supreme Commander Naval Forces of the northern Aegean, with 
headquarters at Pireo). 

But these letters, capacities from two lieutenants of X Mas, only said that these would 
have informed the Commanders orally addressees of the goals and would have asked for being 
authorize to take to agreements with those between their Commands and Services that would have 
had to concur to event of the enterprise "with the secrecy cautions that the case demands", that is 
without to reveal because it would have been asked their competition. 


This competition concerned: 

- From part of Egeomil: execution of photographic aerial recognitions in order to follow the 
situation of the ships in the port of Alexandria and in order to find their places of mooring; 
execution of aerial bombing of the port in the first hours of the night, in which it would 
have been executed the enterprise, in order to distract the attention of the adversary and in 
order to facilitate the location of objectives the submarine and the operating ones in 
approach; dispatch of a submarine Mouth of Rosette (extremity eastern end of the bay of 
Abukir) in the days succeeded you to that one of the operation for the case that the 
operators had been able to escape from the city of Alexandria. 

- From part of Marisudest (Capt. Pecori); coordination of the tasks of the two Air forces (Aegean 
and X CAT (1) and prompt transmission to the submersible conveyor of every news of 
operating and meteorological interest, with the attendance of the Cmdr. Forza that would 
have arrived at Pireo at the opportune moment (arrived in flight 9 December). 

While it had been begun 18 November the second British offensive in North Africa (the 
first was of the previous year), whose first phase concluded at Tobruk on 8 Decembers, in order to 
resume endured after and arresting 11 January 1942 at Agheila. The advance of the English troops 
imposed to the naval ships frequent exits to sea in order to support with offensive actions the 
march of 


(1) The X CAT, as it has been looked at in Chapter I, was located in the Eastern 


Mediterranean (subdivided between Cyrenaica and Crete); a part but had been transferred to the 
Russian forehead in the month of June. 
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land forces along the coastal strip and in order protect the supply started via sea from Alexandria 
on Tobruk. There was therefore probability not to find the ships in port, and for this the operation 
was delayed until the period of the new moon of December (as has been said), when the more 
favorable general situation was judged. 

The submarine Sciré (veteran of other analogous enterprises to Gibraltar) with its expert 
commander, the commander Junio Valerio Borghese was chosen, and with its unparalleled crew. 

It left from La Spezia on 3 December and reached Lero the 9", carrying in the appropriate 
external cylindrical guards three apparatuses of onslaught type "S.L.C." (Self-moving Long 
Course), you notice with the playful name of "Pigs". The operating ones, in order to avoid they 
long traverse an underwater one who would harmfully have influenced on their physical 
efficiency, were send in flight to Rhodes on 11 December and arrived at Lero the 12". They were: 

S.L.C. n. 221 — Leiut. Luigi Durand de la Pens 

‘ : Head Diver of 2™ cl. Emilio Bianchi 

= L.C. n. 222 — Capt. A.N. Vincenzo Martellotta 

" Head Diver Mario Marino 
. L.C. n. 223 Capt G.N. Antonio Marceglia 
‘i Diver Spartaco Schergat 

In reserve - Leiut. D.M.c. Luigi Feltrinelli 

" - Diver Luciano Savaré 

In reserve - S.T. Med. c. George Spaccarelli 

" " - §. Capo Diver Arming Memoli. 

The medical second lieutenant Spaccarelli was also the doctor of the expedition. 

Which object were assigned operating to the more important ships: battleships and aircraft 
carriers, with preference for these last ones. 


b) The execution. 

The Sciré left Lero at 07:20 of 14 December, reaching the point where it had to be put 
down on the bottom, in order to allow the discharge of the operatives, the evening of the 18". 

In the two previous days to its departure and during the traverse the unfavorable 
meteorological conditions with stormy wind from north did not allow the recognitions on 
Alexandria, but the course 
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of the isobars it made to preview an improvement with probable spin of the wind towards south, 
that it meant calm sea near the coast African and therefore the possibility to execute the operation. 

In fact, therefore it happened, and the 17" an aircraft of the Aegean succeeded to complete 
a precise relief of the objective being signaled the presence in port of two BB and calm of sea at 
the entrance of Alexandria. 

Such news, endured communicated to the Sciré, decided the Commander Borghese - that 
in it was awaiting of confirmation of the situation of the port - to carry to conclusion the mission 
entrusted. It was but informed that, for the general meteorological conditions, the previewed aerial 
bombers would not have been you executed. Moreover it was perceived that "it is probable enemy 
forces remain in sea next days in contrast our activity" (1). 


(1) To begin from 13 Decembers the urgency of feeding, with abundant supplies, the resistance of 
the troops in withdraw ahead to those British, had induced Navy to carry out to protection of numerous 
convoys an intense activity, in which the ships were all engaged which it had the Naval Fleet. The 14" had 
been torpedoed the Vittorio Veneto during the first operation of the sort, called "M.41"; the evening of the 
17" had been carried out the first battles of the Sirte, just while the Sciré was in sight of Alexandria. 

This action was determined the accidental to intercross itself of two operations of supply: 

- one Italian (called "M.42"), with departure from Taranto for supplying of our Libyan front for 
means of 4 steamboats that - given their importance - protected and they were escorted from nearly the 
totality of our naval forces; 

- a British one, with departure from Alexandria, for the urgent supplies of the base of Malta for 
means of the large auxiliary transport Breconshire, escorted from 3 Cr and 8 DD (to which joined to others 3 
Cr and 8 DD coming from Malta) without CV, because then the M. F. did not have any. 

Both the adversaries had, thanks to sights from part of airplane and Sub, timely news on the mutual 
departure from the bases, on their entity and their successive movements. But the Italian reconnaissance 
aircraft constantly signaled the large English steamboat as a battleship. 

The encounter of the opposite forces happened in the late afternoon of 17 December and the 
consequent ballistic contact had short duration for the arrival of night and the decision of Admiral Vian (who 
commanded the British forces) to avoid a action in obvious conditions of inferiority. 

In fact, excluding the destined ships to the direct escort of the convoys, they were found ahead: 
from Italian side 3 heavy battleships, 2 cruisers, 10 DD; from English side 4 light cruisers and 12 DD. 

Before the ballistic contact the English Force had been subordinate to repeated aerial attacks of 
bombers and torpedo bombers, without to receive appreciable damages. 

With the favor of the night the two opposite convoys, that they had been timely diverted, 
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The Sciré executed here mission regularly, beginning the approach to Alexandria on the 
18". Escaping to the active opposing vigilance it reached towards 20:00 hours the point established 
approximately 2000 meters to north of the port of Alexandria and it was put down in 15 meters of 
bottom. Endured after the operatives exited from the hull and few hours later 21:00 went away, in 
optimal physical conditions, towards the goal with their "extracted Pigs" from the cylindrical 
guards. 

The Sciré retrieved the two reserve operators, exited in order to help the putting in work of 
the Pigs. Returning to Lero in order to disembark the medical second lieutenant Spaccarelli, that it 
had been hit from serious illness while was attempt to put in work the Pigs, continued for La 
Spezia where it arrived on 29 December. 

The mission of the six "you burn yourself with the sea” had full load succeeded with the 
semi-sinking "seeds" because the hit ships were put down on the bottom of the port) of the BB 
Queen Elizabeth and Valiant and of the large fleet oil tanker Sagona. 

The 18" had left from Lero the Sub Zaffiro (Lt. Cmdr. Giovanni Lombardic) for the 
mission of the eventual recovery of the operators that were survivors and who had escaped 
capture. It waited in the zone established in the nights from the 23 to 25 December, but - not being 
itself introduced on the beach some operator - returned to the base, after to have completed its not 
easy mission, pregnant also of risks because it was dealt to remain nearly three days near the 
enemy coast being made you attend apparitions in order to take contact and pick up waited for 
operators 


(notes continues) 
resumed their routes reaching the destination ports regularly: only the motor ship Napoli was hit by a 
torpedo, without however receiving serious damages, the morning of the 18" before entering to Tripoli. 

From part ours was seriously damaged, coming to collision between they for a maneuver error, the 
two DD Corazziere and Granatiere: they succeeded however to catch up a Greek port. 

The 19" the English lost on a obstruction of mines to the east of Tripoli the cruiser Neptune and the 
DD Kandahar; and the cruiser Aurora with difficulty succeeded to return to Malta, hit by a mine, while the 
cruiser Penelope had smaller damages for one mine exploded against its paravane, during the attempt from it 
made in order to help the Neptune. These ships made part of the Force K (3 Cr and 4 DD) exited from Malta 
to high speed in order to intercept our convoy, that it continued for Tripoli after the action of the Sirte. 

This combat, happened to the area of the Gulf of the Sirte, is described in the Volume VII La difesa 
del traffico con Africa Settentrionale of this series. 
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For some days also the Rhodes-Alexandria combining was explored with aircraft of the 
Aegean, in the hope that some operator was successful to escape on some boat and tried to reach 
the island. 


13" — The traverse of the SCIRE 

Since the part of an event, in which the moral factors have great relief, we now reproduce 
the narration made by Commander Spigai in his book Cento uomini contro due flotte with a 
fascinating style, that living to the reader the narrated vicissitudes. Since Commander Spigai was 
then the commander of one of the submarines of Grupsom of Lero, his exposure has the 
effectiveness of a testimony. We will integrate it here and there with some documented 
clarification. 

"The evening of 9 December 1941 the wind run wild in the deep and dark bay of 
Portolago, in the island of Lero. On the dock to the base of which the dead waves of undertow 
blew like seals slipping itself in the lairs and the fissures, a group of men of sea, between which 
the author of this book, waited for that the night give birth a son still blacker than he. And the wait 
was short: piloted from the "demon" Borghese, the Sciré, with his dewy body from the kiss of the 
high sea, reached soon in sight and, although hardly struck from the wind, tail of lizard a few 
meters from the dock carried with precision the sharp breast as one. 

"We received Borghese, Ursano (1) and the men of the Sciré in the granted better way 
from the Franciscan submersible systemizing of the barracks, already bombed many times, and on 
which as on all the island, an extraordinary and implacable destiny was incumbent, without that we 
then knew it (2). 

"The Sciré arrived that evening of 9 December after six days of winter navigation, 
departing of which completed in nocturnal company with an enemy submarine, than it was to flank 
for 


(1) Lieut. Antonio Ursano was the 2" Officer of the submarine. 

(2) The author refers to the great "battle" of Lero described by him in his book Lero. The 
documented description of the epic event is contained in Volume XVI Events in Aegean after the 
armistice, of this series. 
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approximately an hour thinking it probably of the same race”. 

To this purpose law in the relationship of mission of the Commander Borghese: 

"At 21:10 of 5 December, approximately to the crossing of the Taormina, at a distance of 
6 miles I sight a submarine that I think is a enemy. To signal of acknowledgment answers with 
white lightning bolts radii. Having order not to attack submarines, I take route directly for the 
point n. 1 of the order of transfer (route 177°). 

"At 21:20 the enemy submarine takes parallel route to mine at a distance of 5000 meters 
(clear lunar night) and it is gotten dizzy of conserve until the 22:10, when the enemy submarine 
reverses the route and returns to its point of departure under Taormina. 

"At 23:30 gave signal of discovery of the enemy submarine". 

Therefore colorfully Commander Spigai comments on the episode: 

"These curious scenes between submarines enough often happened for the reluctance of 
the submariners to resort to signals of acknowledgment, that they placed who made them in 
tremendous inferiority regarding the other submarine, if enemy. [ In this case, however, an 
exchange had happened of the signal without consequences ]. Submariners then, like the air ones, 
are always a little disorderly with maps (for lack of space or light in the command places) and 
therefore go in turn as Iddio wants. From these encounter exchanges of torpedo or bombs gushed 
sometimes, not always with absolute certainty that was be a matter of friends or enemies; but in 
kind in the doubt, it was attempted to avoid catastrophes between friends and it was ended with 
leaving to pass between the meshes also some enemy. That above all happened in the points key, 
where the routes was used from both the adversaries. In order to be not attacked from the airplane 
were colored smoked, that they changed every day. Since we never did not remember to them, we 
made smoked with colors stirs that the airplane went well for all, because also the pilots were 
always in doubt like us. In other zones, instead, the situation was clear and it could not be resorted 
to some trick for having the time to cut to the rope under water. 

"The cul de sac of the eastern Mediterranean, between Alexandria, Giaffa, Caifa, Beirut, 
Alessandretta, Famagosta, until Bagasses (to north of Cyprus), was one of such zones without 
misunderstandings and we passed weeks sweating blood. The Sciré was directed to a of the poles 
of that tremendous zone 
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and its enterprise - judged a priori - was introduced technically nearly impossible. It was be a 
matter of by now perfect means, armed with the better underwater arm who perhaps has never 
existed, but the boat could not count on even on the only favorable element, the bad winter 
weather, because the enterprise had obligatorily to complete in one night of dead calm. Who has 
been submariners knows the meaning of such words... 

"Nothing happened to the Sciré during the approach march, but the sacramental north 
wind that always chases those sailing from the Aegean towards Africa. The evening of the 17", 
Borghese - held account of several the elements - decides to sent back the execution of the attempt 
to the 18°", 

Commander Bourgeois writes in its report to this purpose: 

"At 06:25 of 16 December immersion for hidden navigation. "As a result of the large sea 
and precise news lack on the consistency of the enemy ships in port, I decide to delay the action 
for 24 hours carrying it from the night between the 17 and the 18 to the night between the 18 and 
the 19. Therefore I hang on the point where I find myself: approximately lat. 32° 30' long. 30° 00" 
[85 miles for NNE from Alexandria ]...". 

The evening of the 16" at 21:25 Supermarina communicated to the Sciré that the sea to 
Alexandria was calm, than the aerial activity had not been able to carry out for the unfavorable 
meteorological conditions, that it would have been tried the day after and that 10 miles to north of 
Sollum had been marked enemy forces constituted from cruisers with one battleship. 

"At 05:05 of 17 December (Borghese continues) - given the obtained point [ with 
astronomical observations ], given the favorable meteorological conditions [ the evening before the 
wind from north had fallen and a breeze from south had been put | - I decide the action for the 
evening of the 18", hoping to receive in the mean time precise information on the presence of 
ships in port... 

"At 19:06 of 17 December a telegram from Athens gives confirmation of the presence of 
two battleships in continuous port... and the approach to me with route 181°". 

In the day of the 17" the Sciré had received two dispatches from Marisudest, where the 
Force commander found himself. 

The first one, of 22:15 of the 16", received at 04:02 of the ides said: "Today cause poor 
visibility impossible to photograph & recognition 
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sight & bombing stop Probable presence port two battleships semistop at dawn will be executed 
recognition stop Forecasts time weather in zone ". The received second at 18:00 of the 17" at 
19:06 said: "assessed Presence two battleships in port moorings n. 57 & 61 stop the airplane will 
execute offensive actions without lighting system from 21:30 to 22:30 this evening 17 December". 

It was exactly this last dispatch that Commander Bourgeois resolved to put in action his 
decision. 

"At 02:15 of 18 December - Commander Spigai continues - the submarine reached the 
isobath of the 400 meters. It forwarded cautiously. At 14:00 it reached a depth of 100 meters. At 
15:00 it reached a depth of 50 meters and continued nearly crawling, on the bottom. Before the 
sunset it put outside the periscope and it made a beautiful point-ship. At 18:40 it was put down on 
the bottom, in 17 meters, 1.3 miles (approximately 2400 meters) to north of the western wharf of 
the trade port of Alexandria. A little later [ 20:20 ] it was still moved towards south until finding a 
depth of 15 meters [ 20:47 ], in which between the twenty and three quarters and the twenty and 
half, it put outside the operators with the two men in reserve and three self-moving (1). 

"During the operation of putting outside of the self-moving ones the closings of the doors 
of the aft cylinders were forced that did not want to be opened and in order little this work did not 
cost the life to the doctor, than with Lieutenant Feltrinelli, he assisted the departing travelers". 

This incident therefore is reported from the Commander Bourgeois: 

"At 21:28 of 18 December... the conventional signal [blows on the hull of the submarine], 
I carried myself to the surface for the recovery of the reserve operators, Lieutenant D.M. Feltrinelli 
Luigi and medical second lieutenant Spaccarelli Giorgio, destined first to the forward cylinder and 
the second to the aft cylinders. 

"Opened the hatch [of the submarine on the surface ], from Lieutenant Feltrinelli it was 
communicated that the medical second lieutenant Spaccarelli has fainted and that it was necessary 
aid. I sent at once into turret the 2" Officer with three men and they, with much effort and after 10 
minutes of work, they succeeded to decrease in maneuver room the foretold officer, completely 
lifeless. 


(1) You notice as Commander Borghese, with an equal fortune to the audacity, succeeded 


to carry himself to approximately 2000 meters from the entrance of the port, while the dangerous 
zone for mines and apparatus extended for a beam of 6 miles from the coast. 
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"On first examination he introduced cadaverous symptoms of asphyxia: blackish color, 
nonexistent, completely cold respiration. 

"I ordered at once that he was proceeded to the artificial respiration and inhalation of 02 
and that it was administered a camphorated oil injection in order to replace in circulation the blood 
and to help the heart to resume its normal functions. 

"After approximately two hours of continuous artificial respiration Spaccarelli had 
resumed his senses, also remaining his generally depressed conditions also for the little favorable 
atmosphere... 

"During the operation of opening of the hatch of the stern cylinder to right, having the 
titular operator captain G.N. strongly met Marceglia resistance, asked the aid for the reserve 
operator, which he exercised on the same hatch a violent effort, succeeding finally to open it. 

"Averted then the operator, Spaccarelli, as from had deliveries, proceeded to the shutting 
of the doors. While it did not find no difficulty for that one of left succeeded to it instead 
impossible, how many efforts it exercised, to close that one of the right. Such difficulty put the 
Spaccarelli in one be of real excitation, for which he - always in the attempt to execute the 
received order - complied a to the limit advanced of resistance of an individual, also sturdy effort 
and is trained, than O, breaths in the scuba-diving gear to a 10-15 pressure meters. 

"Therefore he came drunk of O, and therefore faint, with the above described 
consequences. To the faint it followed a poisoning of CO, and a nervous shock, than it has been 
lasted for two days. 

"To the copy lead held in this occasion it is from adding that the Spaccarelli not hardly - 
some hour after the return to the acquaintance - resumed the use of the word and the reason, lungs 
worried of same and the its most serious conditions, it were only taken care of the consequences 
by him feared as a result of the lacked closing the doors and asked excuse for the provoked 
disturbance the submarine from his state. 

"His behavior has been in every exemplary moment, demonstration of intimate and 
decided dedication to the service, for which I reserve myself of propose with separated sheet for a 
deserved sign of acknowledgment [ had the Silver Medal for V.M. ]". 

At 21:33 the Sciré resumed the immersion and began navigation towards the north of 
return (not without some difficulty for the door 
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of the cylinder remained opened), heading then for Lero and surfaced at 17:48 of 19 December, 
after 39 hours of immersion, when it estimated of being outside from the dangerous zone of 
Alexandria, dangerous above all from the point of view of the mines (in order to avoid which had 
to be moved being immersed to a widely advanced depth to that one to which they are situated). 

At 22:25 of 20 December it received from Supermarina the telegram: "Photographic 
recognition makes to think hit two battleships". Commander Borghese commented the news and 
the impression that it made edge, with one single word: "Enthusiasm". 

At 19:00 of 21 December the submarine moored to the dock of the submarines of 
Portlago, disembarked at the hospital Dr. Spaccarelli and left the others three reserve operators, to 
return via airplane; at 08:00 of the morning of 23 December he left again for La Spezia, where it 
arrived on 11:00 of 29 December, after a laborious navigation for gale and large sea from the 
northern fields that accompanied it until the 28". 

The single incident that the been necessary - however without consequences - took place 
the day of Natale to south of Crete. Therefore report shortly the commander: "12:45 Hours - 
Aircraft of prow, tri-motor Kaki - Since it directs on the unit, and not being able to recognize the 
distinguishing signs, approached beginning and crew the machine-gunner - From approximately 
1000 meters of astern it approaches and door towards the unit, following itself some the route - At 
a distance of 800 meters I open fire, very centered, continuing to approach - the airplane drops 5 
small bombs that fall in sea, exploding to approximately 80 meters in line astern - the airplane 
goes away quickly in the direction of Candia - I resume my route”. 


14" — The underwater operators in action (Graphical n. 7) 

The six men constituent of the crews of the three Pigs had from commander Borghese the 
having followed instructions: 

- De la Penne, to take of sight the moored BB at n. 57 of the attached diagram to the 
operational order; 

- Marceglia, BB at n. 61 of the diagram; 

- Martellotta, to navigate of conserve with De la Penne until the BB of n. 57; here, 
assessed that De la Penne was on the target, to continue to the search of the CV; not finding it, and 
in case not 
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he noticed in the outskirts important others objects to you, to return on the BB n. 57 and to place 
the own head loaded to contact with that one with De la Penne; 

- all the operators: to release the small bombs incendiary soon after execute the attacks 
with the witness of the Pigs, at approximately 300 meters from the ships attacked (in order 
provoking the fire of the naphtha, eventually outgoing from the hulls rips). 

The regulation of the fuses of the witness was of hours 3; those of the auto-annihilators of 
hours 3; those of the incendiary bombs of hours 4, 4.30, 5, because they burst respective an hour, a 
half hour and, two hours after the explosion of the head. 

With these simple and clear directives the six courageous men went away from the 
submarine around to 21:00 hours of 18 December 1941. And hour leave to they the word, 
transcribing integrally the relations written from the three crew leaders upon return home from 
imprisonment in 1944. 


a) Report of the Lieut. Durand de la Penne. 

In quality of group Leader and relation to the experiences in the previous missions, taken 
agreements with my companions, I decide to execute navigation on the surface and formation until 
to the obstructions. 

At 20:30 approximately exit from the submarine. I ride on the cylinder of bow with 
Bianchi and execute with the removal maneuver that happens regularly in a few minutes: my 
clothing hit the water, the respirator goes well... 

After a few minutes Marceglia arrives. We wait for still some minute and therefore, not 
seeing to arrive Captain Martellotta, we carry ourselves to the surface... 

We are in the meantime are joined by Captain Martellotta who has had difficulty during 
the extraction of the apparatus. The sea is calm, the wind is not, the temperature of the water is 
approximately 18°, no sign of alarm. The coast is not looked at, given the dark of the night... 

We are sailing in formation without respiratory; with Marceglia on my left and Martellotta 
on the right, we watch the bow zone while the second ones watch that one of stern. My apparatus 
is considerably slower then the others, so much that Martellotta and Marceglia must reduce the 
speed continuously. After approximately an hour we sight 
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one reef and subsequently the real palace. After approximately two hours, we are to the entrance of 
Ras el Tin. We stop in order to verify the position with the sound and in order to assess if there is 
current. 

I find that we are in route and that there is a current. Being in advance on the timetable, we 
open the tube food container and we have breakfast. During this time the beacon of Ras el Tin is 
ignited that it illuminates to us in full load. We are to approximately 500 meters of distance. We 
flood the emersion and we remain outside. Seeing that the beacon does not point out to extinguish 
itself we remove in slow motion. After some minute, we can increase the speed and exhaust the 
emersion replacing to us in route. At 23 approximately, we turn for 189° approaching us the 
external wharf. During this famous route in port great lights blue white and many lights; defilading 
along the famous wharf of the openings between the rock... Control still the position neck I sound 
and I direct on a new route that must carry to me to the mouth of the port. We are always annoying 
in surface. After approximately 20 minutes we feel a noise similar to the collision of the apparatus 
on a steel cable very stiff, noise that after some minute is repeated. We continue the same route. 
After approximately 5 minutes we feel the first explosion of bomb and sight ahead the obstruction. 
I make to put the respirator to the second men and to navigate the apparatuses is tail-heavy with 
the first man outside with head without respirator. We approach the outer clogging. We see and we 
feel to speak some persons that they are on the extremity of the wharf; one of they moves strains 
ignited lamp to oil. We see also a large motorboat that silently intercrosses before the wharf and 
nozzle of the bombs. The bombs give us annoyance enough. While I am sailing following the 
outer obstruction, I see that the lamp that they delimit the navigation channels outside port ignite. I 
think therefore that some unit would have entered or exited. The launch of the bombs continues to 
enough long intervals. Considering that: to try the passage of the obstruction during the entrance of 
the ships introduced the investment danger or of sight from edge but that, in compensation, in all 
probability, during the passage of the ships, the vigilance motorboat would be removed and that 
the sight danger would have been relative in how much the crew, in that moment occupied for the 
maneuver place, would not have been taken care of how much was in sea, than after the entrance 
or the escape of the ships we would have been the maneuver of closing of the door and also 
relative traffic of boats 
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on the obstruction that could eventually sight to us if we were entered after, I decide to enter 
entirety with the previewed ship. 

In fact the motorboat goes away. We are to shelter of the buoys. It passes to little meters 
and motivating force another bomb that gives some annoyance to me. After some seconds, I call 
afloat Bianchi to ask if the bomb has harmed him: he answers me of star well. While the lamp of 
the door are ignited, but since they are defiladed, I must myself be increased in order to see the 
opening. I am sailing without respirator, only with the head outside. I have lost the connection with 
Marceglia. I see astern the dark spots that are approached quickly; three are large DD. Continues 
for the same route thinking to pass them ahead. In fact step to little centimeters from the prow of 
the first one, a lot that I fear of being invested and the bow wave throws me of under. Increase 
speed and I come in surface. Within in port with the second DD while the wave of the third throws 
to me under the buoy of the door and I find myself illuminated in full load from the lamp. I lose 
the contact with Martellotta. The third DD has been traverse and is to little distance. I see the crew 
clearly that the trades and aspect goes away. To the inside of the obstruction is a stopped boat. 
Since the DD does not move decides to go around it without being seen. I have much cold because 
the suit continues to make water. Famous that in the vicinities of the zone where I must operate is 
much light because of a ship that it loads. I think therefore opportune, rather than to pass between 
the inner breakwater and the dock, to pass to the breakwater externally so as to take advantage of 
the shadow zone. I direct on the breakwater and I begin therefore to coast at an average meter of 
distance. After a hundred of meters I find moored astern two cruisers. I cannot pass them astern 
because of the boats moored between the stern and the dock, therefore I go around and I bring 
back to me under the breakwater. Arrival in place of mooring of the Lorraine that is to the 
extremity of the breakwater and I sight the dark mass of my target. I direct towards the center, 
crossing the illuminated zone of sea. To approximately 50 meters, I find a obstruction of unknown 
type to me in which the floaters they have spherical shape of approximately 30 centimeters of 
diameter and support a steel cable. 

To the cable net of rope of 4-5 mm. of diameter is hung. The spheres are many neighbors 
and hitting itself between of they make very noise. I try to raise the net in order to try to pass to 
you under: it yields 
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for approximately a pair of meters and then more is not raised. Task that is not prudent to insist. I 
would have to then go around the obstruction in order to find a passage. Since I must try to lose 
little possible time because my physical conditions, in that moment, cause the cold, is such that I 
think not to be able to still resist to along, decides to exceed the obstruction in surface. 

I cover some meter more and, found a zone where the spheres are between they to a 
distance of approximately a meter, introduce the apparatus and begin the passage. The cable and 
the net remain entangled to the stirrups and the propeller and make much noise. Finally, freed the 
apparatus, I go back aboard and I direct towards the funnel of the ship. They are approximately the 
2 of the 19 and I find myself to 30 meters of distance from the battleship. I find the route and I put 
for before turns the respirator. I dive to a depth 7 meters and I approach myself. After little 
collision against the keel. The cold has rendered me the hands unusable and I do not succeed to 
stop the motor. Rest a moment to contact of the ship and therefore the apparatus is increased and, 
going away, helmet on the bottom stopping me to 17 meters. The bottom is muddy and motivating 
force. From the noises that I feel I think to be enough near. I must go back in surface in order to 
take the new route in order to try again the attack. They are much heavy one for the water that I 
have in the dressed one and I must abundantly filled up the bag of the respirator for having the 
push necessary in order to carry to me afloat. With the elevator I go towards the surface and I must 
unload much oxygen. Arrived afloat, the oxygen that exits from the mask makes much noise. I find 
to be to approximately 15 meters to the across of the bow turret, I do not succeed to see the 
lookout. I come down on the bottom and I try to put in motion the apparatus, but not part. I call 
Bianchi then and I say to it to go to see if the propeller is free. Having attended some minute I 
decide to go to the stern to help Bianchi, but I notice that my second man it is not more with me; I 
suppose that must have fainted and therefore to have gone afloat. 

I think that I do not have to leave the diver afloat, because it would be a too much obvious 
sign of our presence and, considering that if to edge it had been given the alarm I would have been 
damaged probably from the eventual reaction, and therefore I would have had to put in motion the 
fuses for the minimal time possible to the aim to make at least some damage, I decide to go up in 
order to try to retrieve Bianchi. To approximately 4 meters they are illuminated from a floodlight. 
Continuous to go up. Arrived on the surface, always in the light of 
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floodlight, not seeing the diver and noticing that to edge there is absolute calm, I decide to carry 
the apparatus under the ship. I dip myself again and I go to the propeller of the apparatus in order 
to try to free it. A steel cable is bad and me it is not possible to remove it. I will have therefore to 
drag the apparatus on the bottom. Since the apparatus does not move, I still lighten and therefore I 
try to move being carried it to me in the mud and working with two hands on the windshield. 

The apparatus moves of some centimeter, cannot see the compass cause the mud clouds 
that I raise working. I repeat the maneuver. I feel a pump alternative and I head on it. After some 
minute they are all sweaty. It glances at them are clouds and I do not see anything. I stop myself 
and I try to clean up glances at them to it in order to verify the route. During this operation I 
increase the mask, I try to unload the water from the inside and I do not succeed to us. I must 
therefore drink it. Verified the route, that it is that one previously calculated, I think that I will be 
able to head with sufficient exactitude guided from the noise of the pump. I recommence to drag 
the apparatus and, feeling that it is lightened, I weight down it and continuous the job on the keel. 
In that moment me it seems not to more be able to continue for the excessive hard work and for the 
breathlessness and of it must therefore go afloat. The vicinity of the target but gives force to me; 
they are not taken care for the eventual bombs but only of the rest for a pair of minutes. I succeed 
to read the route that it is that intentional. The depth is now 14 meters. 

The noise of the pump is stronger now. I recommence to drag the apparatus and I must 
still weight down it, since it is lightened for the depth variations. This time I more often complete 
the work stopping to me. The folds of the suit make me very badly. I feel that I approach myself, 
cause increasing of the edge noises. The last meters are hardest; work mechanically without to 
understand where I go and what I make. I notice that the pressure of the water diminishes. I still 
stop myself in order to rest and to verify the route, therefore I recommence to drag the apparatus. 
They are passes approximately 40 minutes from when I have begun. The noises are hour much 
stronger and finally collision with the head against the hull. With the elevator I execute an 
inspection under the hull in order to verify the position in which I find myself. Not there were 
rolling fins, but the width of the ship was such that I considered to be in good position. I return on 
the apparatus, I immediately put in motion the fuses, in order to avoid that an eventual 
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bomb prevented to finish the mission to me and recommences to drag the apparatus until the 
complete exhaustion of my forces. I cover therefore the dashboard with mud in order to avoid that 
the brightness can indicate the position for eventual searches, I weight down the apparatus 
completely and therefore, not thinking opportune to let go the incendiary small bombs that could 
easy identify the position of the apparatus, I carry me to the surface along the hull. As soon as a 
float I remove the respirator and I sink it: I see that they are under the bow turrets. Swim in order 
to remove to me and, after approximately 10 meters, I come called from edge. Continuous to 
remove to me and from edge they illuminate to me with floodlights and they pull me a machine 
gunner discharge. I go then under edge and I head on the buoy of prow of the battleship and there I 
find Bianchi that he tells me of being faint and therefore it are resumed in surface. I say that the 
apparatus is to place and that the fuses are in motion. While from edge they say scornful phrases to 
us, believe that our mission is failed: they speak Italian. I point out Bianchi that if waits for a pair 
of hours they have one various consideration for the Italians. While from edge they continue to 
speak and to call to us. Thinking that they wanted that I went to edge for the chain of the anchor, I 
begin to scramble up but, passages little meshes, I come made sign to another discharge of 
machine gunner. I come down then on the buoy and I do not move more. They are the three and 
half approximately. After little one approaches to a motorboat con two armed persons of machine 
gunner and us order to raise the hands. To my refusal they do not insist beyond: the clocks remove 
us and verify if we are armed. We enter on the breast gangway: to edge all it is calm. We come 
carried inside, where we are put under surveillance of the navy infantry that makes signs us of 
threat. I ask help me to remove my impermeable suit and, while I execute this operation, they are 
helped rather brutally. An official comes who asks me who is and from where we come and he 
says to me that we have not had fortune. I deliver therefore my documents and I come 
accompanied, with Bianchi, from the same official on the motorboat. 

They prevent us to speak between us. The motorboat directs for Ras el Tin. We are moved 
to a shack. Strongly escorted. Bianchi come carried within the shack where remain little minutes. 

When he exits makes sign me not to have said nothing. When they carry to me in the 
shack, I find a gun armed officer that asks to me - in Italian - where I have put the apparatus and he 
advises me to answer 
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because it is much nervous one having made it I to raise to that hour of the night. since I do not 
answer, says to me that my diver has already said all. Us creed and then does not say to me that it 
would have found the way makes to speak me. We return on the motorboat that directs towards 
edge: they are approximately the 4. We find to stern the commander of the ship who asks me also 
where I have put a charge. Since my refusal to answer, I come accompanied from the official of 
guard and the escorted towards the bow. 

We cross the corridors while people are still sleeping. We stop ourselves in front of the 
hatch of a scale and they make me to come down with Bianchi and with the escort. Noting that in 
the cove is hung to the ceiling of the shackles from chain and other instruments in iron. I ask 
where we are and they say to me that we are between the two turrets: I think therefore that the 
charge is under us. The escort men are rather kind pales and much. He gives to me a drink of the 
rum and they offer me cigarettes: they try also to know something. Bianchi, while, are based and 
get to sleep. From the tapes of the cap of the sailors I state that they are on the battleship Valiant. 
When they lack approximately 10 minutes to the explosion I ask to speak with the Commander. 
They carry to me in the corridor, where I find the official that he has already interrogated me and 
says to say me to he how much wanted to say the Commander: I answer that I want to speak with 
the Commander. I come then carried to the stern to the presence of the Commander. I say that 
between a few minutes his ship would be explode, than not was more nothing to make and that, if 
wanted, but he save the crew. The Commander still asks to me where I have put a charge and, 
since I do not answer, makes me to return to the room. While step the corridors, I feel the 
loudspeakers that it gives order to clear the ship that has been attacked from the Italians and sees 
people that it runs towards the stern. Locked up newly in the boom, while I come down from the 
ladder I tell Bianchi that it had gone badly and that for we was ended, but that we could be 
satisfied because we were resolutions to carry the mission to the end in spite of everything. But 
Bianchi do not answer me. I try and I do not succeed to find it. I think that English, believing that I 
spoke, had carried it via. Some minutes pass and happen the explosion. The ship has a strongest 
jolt. The lights are extinguished and the premises is invaded from the smoke. They are encircled 
from the shackles that were hung to the ceiling and that they are failed. I do not have no wound, 
only a knee hurts to me being be hit of I crawl from one of the shackles 
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same. The ship listing on the left. I open a porthole that is on the left and is much close to the sea, 
hoping of being able to exit and to go some to me. It is not possible because the porthole is too 
much small and give up to the attempt; I leave but opened hoping it can be an other water way. 
Aspect some minute. The premises is illuminated from the porthole. I think is not prudent to still 
remain in this premises, I feel while that the ship supports on the bottom and continues to list 
slowly on the left. I go up the ladder and, found the hatch opened, I go towards the stern: they are 
alone. To stern there is still great part of the crew, than it is raised in feet to my passage. I continue 
and I go from the commander. In that moment it is giving the orders for the salvation of the ship 
and I ask to it where it has put my diver. He does not answer to me and the guard official tells me 
to keep quite. The ship is listed of approximately 4 or 5 degrees and hour is firm. I see in a clock 
that they are the six and a quarter. I direct to breast where they are many officials and I put myself 
to watch the battleship Queen Elizabeth, that it is to approximately 500 meters from our stern. The 
crew of the Queen Elizabeth is on the bow. According to pass little and also the Queen Elizabeth 
explodes. It is raised from the water for some centimeter and from the funnel iron pieces exit, other 
objects and naphtha that arrives in covered from we and dirty all how many are to stern. They are 
caught up from an official who asks me for give, on my word of honor, if under the ship there 
were other charges. I do not answer and I come therefore again carried in the room. After 
approximately a quarter of hour they carry to me in squared where I can finally be based and 
where I find Bianchi. Soon little they embark to me on the motorboat and they carry to me again to 
Ras el Tin. Known that the anchor, that it was chain of the bow, is submerged. During the distance, 
an official asks to me if we are entered from the openings that are in the wharf. To Ras el Tin they 
close to us in two cells where end holds us towards evening. I ask for being carried to the sun 
because I have of new much cold. A soldier comes, she feels the wrist to me and he says to me that 
Iam very well. Towards evening we are embarked on a van that move to a prisoners camp at 
Alexandria. In the camp we find some Italian officer that they have felt in the morning the 
explosions. Without to eat, us lay on land and, although bathed, we sleep until to the next morning. 
I come recover in the infirmary for the blow received to the knee and some Italian nurses make me 
to have a good dry paste. The next morning I come moved to Cairo. 


Page. 120 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

b) Report of CAP G.N. Marceglia. 

At 00:15, abandonment the formation to approximately a hundred of meters from the head 
of the breakwater, later on to a wrong appraisal of an explosion of underwater charges, that I 
interpret as collision against a hull for which detention the machine. 

I replace in motion and I go away slowly covering a wide arc around to the head of the 
wharf. The light on the wharf and the obstruction are ignited, are felt of the voices, a man with a 
lamp move on the head. 

During navigation three underwater charges come launch others. The effect is increasing 
and the squeeze to the legs avoids me of falling another time in error. 

I recognize the external fixed clogging and the skirt it until the red light of extremity; 
therefore turn for route 40°. 

Encounter the mobile clogging of the door since, as it was expectable from the ignition of 
the light, is not opened. 

Towards 00:40 I feel a light rustling to aft on the left, I turn and I see the form of a grey 
naval destroyer that me is quickly exceeding. The men on the forecastle are in place of maneuver. 
The DD passes to a distance of approximately 15 meters, approaches to straight in order removing, 
at the same time trying to me to diminish the dimensions of my target. 

Breath to the atmosphere; my according to man already it has begun the respiration in 
oxygen and completely is turned upside down on the right of the apparatus so as to not to exit from 
the water. 

Another DD arrives on the scene. Continuo the removal route in order to carry to me to 
shelter of the hulls of inner the fixed clogging. I reach the clogging to the passage of the third DD. 
A second obstruction is composed from spherical floaters of approximately a meter, to the distance 
of 4 or 5 meters, joined between of they from a metallic cable very flexible. Pass this clogging and 
the second one, that it to be distant approximately 20 meters, on the surface, I penetrate in the 
basin comprised between the obstruction and the breakwater of lumber and, with route 90°, I 
proceed to the acknowledgment of the breakwater. During this navigation encounter one of our 
apparatuses which, but, one does not notice of my presence. I will come as a result of to know that 
it is that one of Captain Martellotta. 

I continue to average force with route 20° into the basin comprised between the inner 
breakwater and the wharves of the port of call lumber. I had chosen these 
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routes for having the maximum possible reference to land. I keep myself for how much possible on 
the axis of symmetry of said basin, because to the breakwater of the lumber they are moors two 
cruisers, on which but I do not notice sign of life. 

To the side north of the more northern wharf of the port of call lumber a steamboat is 
moored that it is unloading or loading, making wide use of hat that they illuminate the surrounding 
water diffusely. They are forced in the last feature to hold me slightly very close to the breakwater. 
I sight the shape of the French battleship Lorraine) stopped and choose to land a point of reference 
on route 40° that is my route of attack. Said reference is constituted from a row of blue lights, 
perhaps the windows of a workshop or a warehouse. 

During navigation on route 40° encounter a steamboat at anchor and after a little sight to 
the distance of approximately 300 meters my target, the battleship Queen Elizabeth. The ship is 
camouflaged to bow with sub-horizontal black lines, the center and breast with sub-vertical lines. 
After 5 minutes of navigation I sight ahead the floaters of the obstruction in groups of 4, spherical 
shape, of not advanced diameter to 30 cm. I approach on the left carrying parallel to this clogging 
and detention to me. The obstructions, to one first analysis, turns out constituted from one net of 
rope. I prefer not to climb over, not knowing of the scopes of the exact construction. I flank the 
obstruction directing towards the bow of the ship and arrival therefore to the extremity, that it is 
constituted from a barrel from benzene. Within in the inner river basin, and, turning around to the 
bow of the ship, I carry to me on the right side in order not to remain between the ship and the 
lights of the steamboat. Only sign of life to edge, the live coal of the cigarette of a man who takes a 
walk on the forecastle. 

I carry to me in correspondence of the funnel and wear the mask. At 03:00 I dip to a 
distance from the 30-40 target meters. The order of the apparatus is heavy, its speed of fall 
increase as it is come down, neither it succeeds me to stop it with the rudders, perhaps because not 
enough headway ahead. 

I feel an acute pain to the ear; finally we touch bottom in 13 meters raising one mud cloud. 
I begin to crawl on the bottom with route 1800; the noise of a reciprocating engine, probably 
centers electrical aboard, makes more and more strongly as we approach ourselves. 
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To a sure moment I think of being under the hull, I send in recognition the diver that 
knows them with the elevator (testing assured to the apparatus) for approximately 5-6 meters. He 
returns and he signs me forwards. Remainder of some meter; hour the noise is much strong and 
makes to execute another recognition. The diver makes sign me to go up. Give air to the case of 
emersion, the apparatus late to detach itself from the bottom, finally moves and climb more and 
more quickly it hits with violence against the hull of the ship. They are in correspondence of the 
fin of rolling of the right, to which I assure the apparatus with a petty officer first class [ clip ]. I 
send the diver to the other fin in order to execute a connection. In the subdivision of the work I had 
assigned to the Schergat diver this phase, having verified my insufficient ability to maintain to the 
equilibrium and the direction underwater by night. 

The first attempt does not succeed; I notice some from the course of the cable that it joins 
to us. Schergat returns and I order him to try again. After a sure time, than seems to me enormous, 
I receive finally signal: it has arrived from the other part. The port the other petty officer first class 
and we assure the cable to the fin of rolling of left. We return to the apparatus; Schergat, detached 
loads with this, perceives to me that it is felt badly. The long permanence in the respiration in 
oxygen and the work to 10 meters of depth have produced to a beginning of poisoning from 
characteristic oxygen with epileptic jolt. 

I finish the job alone: port the head in correspondence of the keel of the ship, I assure it 
with the top to the cable to a distance of a meter and means from the hull and put in motion the 
fuses. They are approximately the 03:25. Return to the apparatus, I flood the case of emersion, I 
detach myself from the ship and I fall back on the bottom. 

I recommence to crawl on the bottom. The conditions of my according to man have made 
how much never precarious, make me repeated signs to finally go up give air to the case of 
emersion. The climb becomes agitated, tries to slow down it flooding the emersion partially; never 
the less we exit from the water in means to a strong boiling. 

From edge they are shrewd; a reflection from the stern illuminates the water surface from 
which we emerge. We stick the head under water and we wait for. After a minute all it is again 
calm. We resume in inverse sense the arrival routes. Passing ahead to the ship, I notice to forward 
of the battleship Valiant a light aimed at the water and it seems to see a boat to me. Perhaps there 
is something that does not go for my companions. To a hundred of meters from 
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obstruction of the ship, stopped, we raise the masks and we put in motion the fuses of the 
incendiary bombs. I continue with route 220°, I exceed the cargo steamboat, then approach slightly 
on the left in order recognizing the coast: I find myself therefore to navigate to a sure point in 
waters fetid of the drainage of a sewer. I exceed the drainage lumber; I catch up the dock of the 
cotton and, finally, I recognize the sea-shore of the slaughter house. I had chosen this beach as 
disembarkation point, because it was found outside from the customs town-walls of the port that I 
knew heavily watched. I go away from the coast in order to carry to me in deep waters, we raise 
the respiratory, remove them and we sink them, I weight down the apparatus, I put in motion the 
auto-destruct and I sink it. To swim we direct slowly towards earth. 

At 04:30 approximately we touch earth, we undress ourselves under the hull of a boat in 
sand bank, we hide the dressed ones under some is known, because he is not prudent to throw 
them in sea that in that point is little deep, we set off to try an escape. We find a wall and we 
follow until we find it a door that it is opened. We are in order to cross it, when we are stopped by 
an Arab who was seated behind the door and of which not there were tricked. We cross a clearing, 
probably of collection of the cattle, and finally we catch up the asphalted road that it goes towards 
Alexandria. After little meters, we come newly stopped from a Sudanese soldier of guard to a 
shed. I speak in French; he does not understand, finally calls an other lookout of guard more 
ahead. They believe that we are French sailors who we have lost the road and indicates the way for 
us to the landing station. We continue close to the tracks of the tram in order not to make other 
ugly encounter. 

Towards the 6 it begins to dawn; we turn upside down the wrists of the sleeves in order to 
hide the gallons and the neck to the inside in order to hide the star. At 06:15 approximately, 
passing on the flyover that it crosses the railway log that enters in the harbor zone, we feel an 
explosion, rather light. The ships are not visible. At 06:40 we arrive to the railway station. We go 
to the bar for refreshments and heating to us. We are bathes and we have on the ace the signs of 
the last night in water. At the moment to pay with one of the banknotes from 5 pounds that us had 
been given, the waiter does not know the currency; goes to the military office of the station and to 
the shops of tickets, but they cannot exchange. The English currency has already for a long time 
not run in Egypt and the change is authorized alone in the banks, 
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previous acknowledgment of the individual. The banks to that hour are closed. I take to a 
wheelchair and step from several money changer and to Cook agency, but all refuse to change the 
banknote to me; finally, to the angle of a public square, I find a money changer wandering that 
gives 380 slabs to me. Satisfied the bar, the wheelchair, others tips; while it has been made late and 
the train for Rosette is already departed, the next departure is at 16:00. 

The outline of recovery of the operator was following: a submarine, under the command of 
the Lieutenant Commander Lombardic, would have been found in the nights of the 24 and 26 
December, from 00:00 to 03:00, fifteen miles to north of the mouth of the Nile at Rosette. The 
operator would have had to procure means in order to reach the submarine. The acknowledgment 
would have happened by voice. 

In the morning we o on the side of the channel of Momoddieh, where we spread to the sun 
to dry and the monies. Towards noon we return in city in order to try to change other monies, but 
uselessly because I do not succeed to find again the money changer. We then go to eat at a good 
price in a restaurant. After eaten we wander a little without never to stop too much because we 
arouse the attention of the policemen Egyptians. Finally, towards the 15:30, we return in station. 
Purchase two tickets of third class for Rosette and I settle myself in means to a group of 
aborigines. Chosen having the third class allows me to avoid a control from part of the police. 

Towards the 19 arrival to Rosette; the citizen is dark not only for the darkening but also 
for the absence of electric light. I follow the current of the travelers that exits from the station. To a 
barber store I ask to indicate a hotel to me; a boy it is offered to accompany to me, but I have made 
little steps that I come stopped from a soldier armed Egyptian of gun and bayonet and invited to 
follow it to the office of Police. Here I come interrogated from a civil employee, than fortunately 
English knows only. The story that we are two French sailors come to pass the end of the week to 
Rosette. It asks to us as never we are unproved of documents and also for "pass" in order entering 
and exiting from the port of Alexandria. I explain that we had not thought necessary to carry them. 
To the end one notices that we still have monies and is offered to carry to us to eat then and to the 
hotel. It makes us to spend a lot, but for less also the this time the take out. 

Before going to sleep I entrust to the policeman one banknote 
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from 5 pounds, having he asserted that perhaps to the English hospital that they would have 
changed. The room where we sleep has as only furnishing two beds constituted from a table and 
two pads without sheet. 

To morning the same policeman of the evening it comes to wake up to us and we exit with 
him to take a walk. It has not changed the banknote because they offered to only 3 Liras Egyptians 
to it. In order to avert its suspicions we go back the course of the Nile; then, at a sure moment, free 
of the policeman give a gratuity. We invert direction and we come down towards the mouth where 
they would have to be found of the boats of fishermen, of which we will be able eventually to get 
hold. 

Rosette is distant 5 kilometers from the sea; we cover two along the road that flanks the 
left river of the Nile. Little after we are stopped from a van with a score of men of the coastal 
police Egyptian, than us they ask the name and address. Little they are persuaded but they leave to 
go ordering us to return on our steps. They are always harassed from the need of money. We must 
to living others 6 days, not only, but in the eventuality not to find the submarine I have in plan to 
continue to sail until Crete and in order making this want at least 10 days of provisions for us. In 
country I try of new the policeman, decided to change the currency to an unfavorable change 
therefore. Return to the Office of Police but I do not succeed to remember of well the name. We 
buy ourselves something to eat and we go to consume it under the shed of one species of buffet not 
far away from the Nile. 

Towards 02:00 of the afternoon revise the van of the morning: this time is stopped and 
they invite to us to go up. They carry us to a place of police in means to the campaign and, after 
some telephone calls, of new to Rosette. The policemen do not know the French and they use for 
interpreter of a European who then I will know to be of origin Hungarian. This tries of derive from 
the troubles, although it has understood that there something little clearly, but does not succeed to 
us. 

We come leaves in guard the police of Rosette. Towards 17:00 a civil employee arrives, to 
which story the usual history, and to the end is decided makes me to perquisite. He finds the 
official ticket and after some minutes he succeeds to decipher "to Italian R. Navy". Going into an 
outburst, but in order little; it spreads a first report ago and a especially of interrogation through an 
interpreter who in youth has attended schools of religious Italians, from which she comes to know 
that we find ourselves in Egypt from little days and enough. It comes to us carried to eat and we 
spend the night 
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on a plank of the guard. The next day morning we come carried by train to Alexandria, 
handcuffed. During the search of me it had been embezzled a chain stitch of gold medal and they 
come to us seizes underwater clocks and currency. 

To Alexandria we come taken to the commander of the Egyptian Police where already 
they know of that draft having itself captured two days before Captain Martellotta and we come 
delivered to English who transport to us in a fort not long from the station, center of military 
Command. One car of Navy, with escort of riflemen, us door to Ras el Tin to the Naval Command. 
An official interpreter asks me where has left the apparatus. To my refusal to answer he does not 
insist. To a wall I see a plan of the moorings with annexed detailed list of the ships. I come 
therefore to know that my target is the Queen Elizabeth and that the other is the Valiant. 

I come carried in one cell of rigor and left without to eat. After little hours delivery for the 
Cairo where I come transported to the Camp of interrogation of Abbassia, where I find my 
companions. 

The day 24 Decembers I come interrogated for two hours. The questions concern above all 
on ours supposed supports to land and related marks, on technical of the apparatus, rather 
ingenuous particular date the ignorance on the argument from part of the interrogator. To some 
questions refusal to answer, to others I answer with lie; I only answer to those of no importance in 
the cares of the organization and the material. I try to have news of the produced damages without 
to succeed to us. On the 30" I come transported to Camp 321 in Palestine, where my true life of 
war imprisonment has beginning. 


c) Relation of Captain A.N. Martellotta. 

Aboard of the submarine Sciré, at 16:00 hours of 18 December 1941, I receive from the 
commander of the following submarine operations order: "to attack a large loaded oil tanker and to 
arrange in the immediate vicinities four incendiary bombs". 

The marked presence in the port of Alexandria of 12 oil tankers loaded for a total with 
approximately 120 thousands tons of naphtha at great length revealed the great importance of the 
received order. The fire that could be developed would have been of such proportions to provoke 
the complete destruction of the same port with all 
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present ships and of all its installations. However, I cannot make less than to answer: 
"Commander, I obey; but I allow myself to make them present that mine would have been 
ambition and of my diver to attack a warship". The commander welcomes my observation with a 
smile and, in order to please, since knew to me of the probable return to port of a aircraft carrier, 
modification as she follows the previous operations order: "To search in its two places of mooring 
he accustoms them the aircraft carrier, and to attack it in case of finding them; in case negative to 
omit whichever other constituted target military units and to attack a large loaded oil tanker 
arranging in its immediate vicinities four incendiary bombs ". 

The sea is calm, the night dark and around us all is calm. In formation, to short distance 
one from the other, we direct following the studied routes in order to approach us the mouth of the 
port. They are approximately the 21.00. Given the distance that we must cover, given to the low 
speed of the apparatuses, data the time that demands the overcoming of the obstruction, the hours 
of dusk of which we can decide are hardly sufficient to allow us to catch up always object to it to 
you in surface. Being annoying in immersion, in order to hide itself in case of sight from part of 
the enemy, would have been cause of one loss of such time definitively endangers the resolution of 
the mission. Based on these considerations, we decide to complete navigation in surface and 
always straight on our routes even if had been sights and made sign to you to hunting from part of 
the enemy: or the mission ended or succeeded in carry to completion. 

They had said that, to semicircle, with beam of approximately 5000 meters from the 
mouth of the port, and currents from a side to the other so as to close it completely, they were 
spread a hydrophone cable and one to us line of removal: in such a way it had to be impossible to 
whichever not marked motor boat to approach itself the port. Not to have to our disposition means 
in order to elude a such type of obstruction it saves the annoyance to take it to us in consideration. 
We proceed, after to have all removed the masks, making confidence on the silence of our motors. 
My apparatus is remarkably faster of the others two, a lot that in order to be joined touches to me 
to be annoying slowly while the others are annoying to all force. 

We arrive therefore to the mouth of the port. In doubling the extremity 
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the external fixed obstruction we lose the contact with the apparatus of Marceglia. The red and 
green lamps of the entrance are ignited. I feel some voices that they come from the head of the 
external breakwater and see to by hand churn a lamp near the lamp of left; near the lamp of the 
right I notice one type of sentry-box. We proceed trying to maintain us to the center of the passage 
between the two lamps. To the height of the head of the wharves we do not meet, as we expected, 
the clogging: it is opened. 

We are advancing very slowly. Without warning the diver Marino gives a blow to me on 
the shoulder and it says to me: "all to straight"; but nearly immediately, the apparatus goes to blink 
against the floaters of inner the fixed obstruction: for effect of its motion but a lot because dragged 
from the bow wave of a ship that, catching up to me, enters in port. am astonished on the moment 
not to have before felt the noise of the propellers of the ship that is surpassing to me and that now I 
feel and I very well see to be a destroyer with extinguished lights and that goes to approximately 
10 knots; I perfectly feel also a noise of chains on the bow and catch sight of people that work on 
deck, intending to the prepared of the mooring. I lose for some moment the contact with the 
apparatus of De la Pens; I see again while, endured after me, it comes to blink also against the 
floaters near which are firm, and then I lose it definitively sight. They are hours 00L30 of 19 
December. 

I watch myself around and I see, towards the escape of the port, that is in order to enter 
others two destroyers to short distance one of the other. To the extremity of inner the fixed 
obstruction buoy with white lamp is one; near of it our diesel engine-boat is moored a boat a little 
larger than, with the light ignited. I replace in motion and, profiting of the waves provoked from 
according to hunting that enters, also within I carry, in surface, always passing to one score of 
meters from the guard boat. Exceeded the buoy of the mobile obstruction, directs before for 120° 
and then for 40° so as to pass as previewed between the inner breakwater and the wharves on land. 
I can by now take advantage of all the speed of my apparatus. On the left, it places side by side to 
the breakwater, I observe two light cruisers with one different camouflage from that one of our 
ships; on the right one, moored to one of the wharves to land, a loaded steamboat cassettes and 
bags that I judge provisions, illuminated to day from powerful chaplains who diffuse one discreet 
light for all the port. To the extremity of 


Page. 129 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

breakwater, from the part outside, is moored of bow the French battleship Lorraine. Subsequently, 
I notice the shapes of others two large warships to the buoys, one of astern to the other. From the 
position and their size I recognize them for two battleships, objective of De la Pens and Marceglia. 
Pass between them and I direct for NE to the search of the aircraft carriers in one of its normal 
posted of mooring: the aircraft carriers are not here either. (From had information later on it turned 
out that it was last from Suez directed in the Indian Ocean before our action). 

I return behind for Levant and then I direct to south in order to o in the zone of the oil 
tankers. The routes that I follow in order to search the aircraft carriers and then in order to bring to 
me in the zone of the oil tankers come to being of broken because of the approached ones that I 
must make in order to pass from the part not in light, regarding the illuminated steamboat, of all 
the ships from war and cargo vessels that encounter in navigation. 

To a sure moment I find myself, enough near, the bow of a large warship, than me it seems 
a battleship. I had not seen it before, from greater distance, because of the dark background of the 
land. From where they are I very well distinguish in backlighting the two battleships objectives of 
De la Pens and Marceglia, and therefore they are sure that that one that I have is not one of those. I 
think mine it must attack it, even if therefore making I come to disobey to the received operations 
order. I prepare for the attack the apparatus, varying some the order so as to navigate with the head 
of it some centimeter under the level of the water and with the propeller to a pair of meters of 
depth waves to avoid movement of liquid and therefore phosphorescence in surface. I execute the 
approach on the straight one, being annoying in first speed. I do not find the clogging of prow and 
I see that lateral one lacks also that straight. When, by now nearest, I am in order to take the last 
surveys for the attack, I notice that the guns of the turret do not have to be of bore advanced to 
ours 152 and therefore I have to make with a cruiser and not with a battleship. Evidently the short 
distance of sight and to be therefore low on the water has tricked making to me to see the things 
me greater than those that are. A little to reluctant I decide of renounce already to this beautiful 
target to hand capacity, and going to the search of the large oil tanker. In order to remove from the 
cruiser by now I prefer to me, given the short distance to which I find myself and the absolute 
tranquility that reigns to edge, to skim along 
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the side and to exit astern. Therefore I carry to me under edge and I am always sailing along the 
side of the borne away ship holding to me with the hand. My diver touches also he it hull and, 
seeing that I continue, it asks to me quietly because we do not stop ourselves to attack. I answer 
that we have order to attack a oil tanker. When we are approximately under the stern gangway they 
are forced to stop because from the deck it comes ignited a pocket light bulb that projects its 
bundle of light on to the sea. Me it seems not to have made some noise of swashing and ever not 
having hit against the hull, therefore Iam calm. I cover with the chest and hill arms the fissures of 
hatches screen of the instruments and the very firm rest. Also Marino he is immovable. I mentally 
decide to only maneuver the fast one if they are sure uncovered, because I fear that with his air 
gurgle can reveal the presence of underwater apparatuses and to give the alarm in port 
irredeemably compromising is my mission is that one of mine two companions. 

I have various times the impression that the light bundle is leans to me: I say the 
impression because I have not never tried to raise the look to the luminous source, is in order not 
to have to make the minimal movement is for the fear that glances at them to it of the mask made 
from mirrors. It can very well are given that it has been only my impression and that the light 
never has not been directed on we; it can are given that the sea, in that calm point like oil, has 
made mirror and that therefore the reflected light is last over the apparatus, that was to some 
centimeter under the surface of the water, without to illuminate it. Creed that the light is remained 
ignited a minute or two. Aspect still a pair of minutes after that it has been extinguished and, when 
me it seems that all it is returned calm, I replace in motion and I go away very slowly. When they 
are to approximately 50 meters from the ship speed increase and I direct in quarter heel towards 
the zone of the oil tankers. 

After approximately a quarter of hour of navigation they are forced to remove the mask to 
me because of a little badly of head and a strong collision of vomit. Breathing pure air it passes to 
me badly of head, while the stomach agitation only diminishes; I only then notice not to have more 
the tighten-nose: a lot probably, therefore these disturb have been caused from the fact to have 
breathed with the nose carbon dioxide for a period of time that I cannot specify not being tricked 
of the moment of the loss of the tighten-nose. It can but also they are given that they have been 
caused from bad purifications 
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of the lime soda or from the two causes together. I make myself to give another tighten-nose from 
Marino and try to replace the mask: me it is impossible because tightening the mouthpiece 
between the teeth it makes me to return strongest the collision of vomit. Continuous then without 
mask towards the zone of the oil tankers, until of it I see a large one and loads, that I appreciate on 
the 16 thousand tons. I once again try to replace the mask, but I do not succeed replace the 
mouthpiece in mouth. I then decide to execute the attack in surface. 

I carry to me to breast of the oil tanker and order Marino carrying itself under the hull and 
to more establish a connection towards possible to prow. Marino wonder because we do not 
execute the attack with the apparatus, like in all our practices. Wanting indicate of mine 
disturbance, not because it has fear that impressions but in order to make it to work calm, I do not 
answer to it that I want to remain in surface in order to see if for case on the oil tanker they are put 
in alarm. Marino it takes the elevator then and ago a first attempt in order to carry itself under the 
hull it. He does not succeed too much because light. I weight down with the two clamps, he tries 
again and this time succeeds. When it gives ready the callback to me a float and I say it to detach 
the head, to start the fuses and to carry it to the other head of the connection. Marino it executes 
exactly: it is 02:55. When it is in order to leave again in order to drag charge along the connection 
top, I make sure that the clocks of the fuses are in motion; return on the apparatus and aspect. 

While Marino it is working under careens it, a smaller oil tanker is placed side by side to 
ours. I ask Marino, with the usual signal the conventional, as it goes and it answers to me that he 
goes well. When, given time to it loads, he returns afloat he says to me that it has felt of the noises 
of propeller and the not strong movements in water, but has continued and completed the job 
because I have not recalled it; the monster then the second oil tanker and content he says: 

"we hope that it remains here still for three hours; therefore it will be paid also ". We leave 
again in order to go to deposit the four incendiary bombs; we berth after to have of under way the 
fuses, to a hundred of meters from the oil tanker and to one score of meters one from the other. 

Then I direct towards the coal wharf, where I had previewed to disembark. I order Marino 
destroying his and my scuba-diving gear, than the step. Reached earth and assessed that not there 
is nobody to me I say to Marino coming down, to remove the suit, to cut it to pieces, to throw it in 
sea and to wait for to me. I carry me with the apparatus towards 
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off and, when creed of being in a zone of deep sea, rather firm and I execute one fast immersion 
without mask. When touch the bottom the depth gauge marks 17 meters. I return afloat, start the 
auto-destruct; weight down to the maximum the apparatus and the abandonment. I catch up by 
swimming to the dock where I had left Marino, I take to land, I remove the uniform and I make it 
to cut to pieces and to throw it into the sea. 

With Marino set off then in order to exit the port and to enter in city. At a barrier we are 
stopped and arrests by some guards of Egyptian customs and police, that they call also a second 
lieutenant and of the soldiers of the infantry of the English navy. We come lead in an office where 
we find two lieutenants of the Egyptian police whom they take to interrogate itself. They are 
05:45. While I answer to the questions that come me turned in possible the more evasive and 
inconclusive, arrives on the scene an English commander and asks oldest for the two official 
Egyptians delivering us to him. This refuses in lack of authorization of own the Government since, 
having to us recognized as Italian from documents it found in our pockets, he says that - Egypt not 
being ay war with Italy - need of special instructions. The English commander, had the 
authorization from the admiralty, personally demands to the such Egyptian Government 
instructions and obtains that we are delivered to him. 

My underwater clock is on the table entirety picks other objects seized, and I do not lose 
sight of it. A few seconds after the 05:45 a strong explosion is felt that at the time to shake the 
apartment block. Some moment after, while we wait in the vehicle in order to follow the English 
officer, if of it feels second the farthest, and later, while the vehicle walks, a third. 

To the Naval Commander of Ras el Tin we endure a short interrogation in enough cordial 
terms and then we come started on the concentration camps for prisoners of war at Cairo. 


15"" - The operation in the impressions of Admiral Cunningham 


In his book A Sailor's Odyssey Cunningham admiral therefore describes those events at 
Alexandria: 
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"For some time we suspected that the Italians prepared an attack against the battleships. 
We knew that they possessed a type of explosive submersible motorboats that could be sailed on 
the surface or immersed, equipped of device in order to raise the nets, allowing the passage under 
the normal obstruction. On 18 December 1941 I circulated messages in order to perceive the Fleet 
that we could have waited for to us, in good meteorological conditions, attacks against Alexandria 
by means of torpedo launch from airplane, naval means or special means piloted by men. Beyond 
to the obstruction and the protecting nets to the entrance of the port, every battleship net supported 
from floaters was encircled from one who the protection against torpedoes, however launch or 
capacities from men. Also it was predisposed that some boats launch small at intervals regular 
explosive charges at the entrance of the port. 

"On 19 December, towards the 04:00, I was called in my lodging aboard of the Queen 
Elizabeth in order to learn that they had been finds two Italians attacker on the forward buoy of the 
Valiant. They had been taken aboard and interrogated; but they did not have intentional to say 
anything and they had been sends to land captive. Immediately I ordered that they came brought 
back on the Valiant and locked up in one forward hold, well to below the waterline. The launches 
of all the ships were sent launch small bombs to the below, while the crews came waked up and 
the hulls were explored with chains passing from one to the other part of the hulls. 

"A Little before the 06:00, I was on the stern of the Queen Elizabeth, was one violent 
explosion to the stern of the tanker Sagona, moored close to the Queen Elizabeth and was placed 
side by side with the Jervis. As well as the tanker how much the DD was seriously damaged: the 
Sagona had makes stern and the rudder and the propellers damage; the Jervis had to remain in 
basin for a month. 

"After a score of minutes I saw one strong explosion under the forward turret of the 
Valiant, and four minutes later while I was on the right stern of the Queen Elizabeth close to the 
auction of the flag, I perceived a strong noise deaf and I was launch in air for a meter and a half 
near the stanchion and very lucky not to fall badly. I saw a great column of smoke black to rise up 
immediately from the funnel and a point to forward, and comprised endured that the ship had been 
seriously damaged. The Valiant had already the prow under water. The Queen Elizabeth listed 
strongly on the right side. 
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"Three local boilers were flooded and will not succeed to obtain steam. The sideslip was 
compensated flooding the compartments of the other side, but, with some thousands of tons of 
water aboard, the Queen Elizabeth was very low on the sea. We made to place side by side a 
submarine from each side in order to make sure motive power, and in 24 hours you will succeed in 
produce from same; but there was a hole nearly four meters squared under the premises of the two 
forward boilers, and the ship was out of combat. 

"Although the Queen Elizabeth was outside combat, I continued to lodge aboard. In order 
to trick the enemy and of make them believing that we were unharmed, we arrived to the point to 
execute a photography - hoping that it was published also from foreign newspapers - which 
showed the ceremony of the raise-flag with the stake, the flag and me to stern, and the appearing 
ship in normal order. I never did not know for how much time the enemy remained tricked, 
although we were not at all sure that its reconnaissance aircraft, exceeding the contrast of our 
patrols from fighters, were not resolutions to photograph the Queen Elizabeth with the two 
submarines moors on the sides. We could not but hide the damages of the Valiant. After to have 
lightened it the as much as possible, the introduce into the basin. Its damages were more serious 
than how much we had previewed, since they extended for approximately 25 meters and they 
comprised also the keel. They would have been necessary at least two months for a temporary 
repair... 

"A few days later the Italian attack an young officer of the service of engines suggested 
me that, if the ships had engines in slow motion behind while they were to the buoy or moored, the 
outflow of the water along it keel it would have prevented the implantation of explosive charges. 
We resorted therefore to this provision when we feared attacks of the sort. Unfortunately we had 
not thought of it before... ". 

After to have shortly described the action carried out from our operation, Admiral 
Cunningham concludes: 

"We delivered to all the six prisoners to the Army, with the disposition to hold them 
segregated for six months in way that not succeed to communicate obviously with anybody [ in 
order to prevent that sure news reached us of the success]. It cannot not be admired the cold 
heroism and the enterprise of these Italians. Every thing had been accurately predisposed and 
studied. In the port they were even found 
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recipient of carbide containers, with which hoped to set afire the naphtha spillage after the 
explosion". 


16" - Information and comments provoke from the enterprise 

a) Information. 

In noon of 19 December 1941, a few hours after that is the fulfillment of the enterprise, a 
reconnaissance aircraft succeeded to execute a photographic relief of the port of Alexandria, of 
which Egeomil gave news to Supermarina with a telegram of 13:35 of the 20", therefore 
conceived: "From photographic examination Alexandria recognition 12:00 hours current 19" 
results following differences respect at situation the 17" current semistop English battleship at n. 
61 with two barges places side by side one per side who seem two submarines stop English 
Battleship at n. 57 with large oil tanker stop tanker placed side by side on right side & with all the 
turrets transverse on the right side”. 

On 9 January Seekriegasleitung wrote to Supermarina: "the information reaches from 
absolutely reliable source. This information speaks about an attack against the Queen Elizabeth 
and against the Valiant from Italian submarine small part with crew of two men, which happening 
has been carried out with; it does not come but specified the entity of the damages. Six men have 
been made captured. 

English believe that the submarines "liliput" are towed from a end unit in the zone where 
they must operate. One says that submersible sayings are 22 feet long [ 6.7 meters ] and wide 21 
inches [ 0.533 meters ]. The front part would contain 500 pounds of explosive [ approximately 225 
Kg. | that then made to explode from a fuse to time ". (1) 

On 14 January reached news from an informer who as a result of the importance of the 
damages endured from the ships was technical numerous arrived at Alexandria and specialize 
British laborers. 

In the course of the same month of January 1942 further confirmations of the success was 
brought back from a Japanese source and the Intelligence of our Army. Subsequently, in the course 
of 


(1) The dimensions assumed then from English were very close to those real ones and it 
charge was of 300 kg of tritolite. 
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conflict, other news on the state of the ships, proceeding of the remittance a float work, on the 
shipment in arsenals for their restoration to efficiency, etc. reached Supermarina. 

Confirmation was had that the six operators had fallen captive and information was had 
also, many close to the truth, on the way as had carried out their mission. 

It was known also that the Valiant remained immobilized until March 1942 and then could 
reach Durban, where completed another six months of work. The Queen Elizabeth, more seriously 
damaged, could not leave Alexandria that much later, going elsewhere in order to support along 
period of repairs. 


b) Comments. 

During the war articles appeared on several Italian and German, thrilling newspapers the 
enterprise with reconstructions a little fantasies of the facts. 

Churchill informed the British Parliament of unfavorable events the night of Alexandria 
(until then secret state) only the 23 April 1942 in one seated behind closed doors. In giving news 
of the serious consequences for British Navy, than of they were derived, manifested also its 
admiration for the performers. 

After the war also the British press dedicated articles of several writers on many 
newspapers: valuable articles for the chivalrous acknowledgments that contained. Most eloquent, 
in its brevity it has been that due to the pen of Frank Goldsworthy, published in the "Sunday 
Express" of 8 January 1950 under the title printed it showy characters: "Six men changed in one 
night the face of a war - I warn You... your ship is in order to explode”. 

Here is the translation of the text. 

"In the night between 18 and 19 December 1941 human three torpedo penetrated in the 
port of Alexandria, immobilized for 15 months the battleship Queen Elizabeth and for 5 months its 
twin Valiant) and blew up the stern of one great oil tanker of the fleet. 

"In a night the naval power in the Eastern Mediterranean had been invert in unfavorable 
sense for Allies. Perhaps never, in the naval history, six men were resolutions to determine one 
therefore decisive destruction. 

Here the history. They were approximately the three of the morning. Two Italians - the 
Lieut. De la Penne 
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and the non-commissioned officer Bianchi - they were views to swim along the edge of the Valiant 
in the port of Alexandria. 

"They were retrieved aboard, but they refused to answer to the questions that were turned 
they. 

"Commander Morgan (currently vice-admiral Sir Charles Morgan) ordered that they were 
locked up on the bottom of the ship in correspondence of the point where he thought that they had 
applied the explosive head. 

"For two and a half hours the Italians remained seated without to open mouth, ignoring 
every question. 

"At 05:45 Lieut. De la Penne asked to speak with the Commander. He said: "I wish to 
warn to you that your ship will explode soon". He would have said not more. He resolutely refused 
to say where he had placed the explosive head. 

"Commander Morgan ordered to all the staff to go up on deck and made to close the 
watertight doors”. 

After to have narrated the vicissitudes of each of the ships sunk and of the respect sinkers, 
the Author therefore concludes his story: 

"Made all prisoners, nobody of they could return in order to inform of the triple one 
success. 

"In 1944, after the Italian armistice, De la Penne returned to Italy from internment in India 
and made visit to Commander Morgan, then Rear Admiral in command of British Navy at Taranto 
and in Adriatic. 

"He told the Admiral that it was not successful to apply the head to the hull. It had placed 
on the bottom of the port under the ship and, if of he had revealed the location, the ship could have 
been moved away. 

"Lieut. De la Penne joined then to the ship of Italian onslaught that it cooperated with the 
Allies and taken part to you, with great courage, to a enterprise completed from units Italian- 
English... In vain Admiral Morgan tried to obtain a British decoration for De la Penne, being still 
legally an enemy Italy of England. 

"In March 1945, during a last inspection to Taranto to the Italian ships from Prince 
Umberto, De la Penne was called in order to receive the gold medal awarded for the action of 
completed attacked the Valiant. 

"To Admiral Morgan, that it was present, the Prince turned itself then and he said to him: 
"It comes, Morgan, task that is up to you". 
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"The medal Admiral Morgan took and then pined it to the chest of the man who three 
years and three months before had put outside cause his ship". 


17" - Bulletins of war 

The extraordinary success of Alexandria was announced with following two sober 
bulletins, while obviously England watched well from the signal hungry public. 

Bulletin n. 585 of 9 January 1942. - In the night of 19 December means of onslaught of the 
R. Navy, penetrated the port of Alexandria, attacked two moored English battleships. Now the 
confirmation has been only had that a battleship of the class "Valiant" was seriously damaged and 
where is found totally sunk in the river basin now. 

Bulletin n. 586 of 10 January 1942. - In the action carried out from means of onslaught of 
the R. Navy in the port of Alexandria, announced in the bulletin yesterday, it has turned out for 
further precise assessments that, beyond to the Valiant, was damaged also a second battleship of 
the type "Barham". 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE SITUATION AND OPERATIONS IN THE WINTER OF 1941-42 


18" - Our situation in the last period of 1941 

The year 1941 had been closed in advantage for the Italian Navy, after a crisis that was 
reached the apex of the first half of December, with the loss of the two cruisers Da Barbiano and 
Di Giussano (Rear Adm. Antonio Toscano), that were transporting benzene in barrels. 

Not equally favorable it was the situation for our Aeronautics, because with the departure 
from the Sicily of the X CAT the Italian air forces had not been able to continue alone the 
offensive on Malta in measure adapted to the necessity to sufficiently maintain it neutralized, 
given the modest numerical consistency of the "line" of aircrafts: modest in relation to the multiple 
tasks entrusted in all the fields of the war theatre. Moreover, the occupation of the Cyrenaica - 
become nearly total from part of the enemy at the end of December 1941 - had deprived our air 
forces of the Cyrenaican airports granting them to the use of the English. 

Therefore on the whole, if, with the loss of 3 BB. 1 CV, 2 CL, several DD, and with other 
units damaged the English F. N. were remained unprepared (arranging by now only in the eastern 
Mediterranean of light ships, also we still not having news of one of the three of BB sunk, 
Barham), the situation in the central - eastern Mediterranean can not be said - from the airplane- 
naval point of view - satisfactory for us, in that the difficulties with the Libya traffic depended 
more on the offered operating possibilities from the base of Malta to aircrafts, submarines, light 
surface ships (Force K) that from the relativity of main the naval forces. 

However in December 1941, as a result of our insistences, 
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had begun to flow into Sicily the II CAT (that constituted with the X CAT the German 2™ aerial 
Fleet), which beginning from, January 1942 began to act energetically to integration of the 
Armera, turning over in short order the situation to our favor, while with a fast counter-offensive 
begun on 21 January was re-conquest in fifteen days a good part of Cyrenaica. 

Our losses in the supplying of Libyan, than - as it has been seen at had been maintained 
within low limits until to June 1941, had begun to go up to 19% in July, in order then to follow the 
following course: 

August 12.5% - September 28% - October 21% - November 63% - December 18%. 

If then one refers to only to the losses endured in the transport of the combustible liquids, 
on which mobility of the troops in Libya depended and therefore - after all - their ability to 
operating maneuver, the relative percentages to this vital kind of supply had been: August 0% - 
September 25% - October 22% - November 92% - December 5%. 

It hits the enormous percentage of November. In that month the total loss of 63% therefore 
was shared: 


losses 
Total of cargos departing: 79,208 tons 
Total of cargos lost: 49,365 tons 63% 
Solid Cargos departing: 47,420 tons 
Lost solid cargos: 20,048 tons 42.6% 
Liquid Cargos departing: 31,788 tons 
Liquid Cargos lost: 29,317 tons 92% 


Obvious result that in November 1941, in offensive correlation with the begun in North 
Africa 18 November, English had taken of sight in way particular the oil tankers in order to 
paralyze the Italian-German Army of Libya and the strategic-tactics air forces of cooperation. In 
the attempt to face the crisis, we in that month reran also to the fast military ship (DD especially) 
beyond that of submarines, with 16 ships - travel on a total of 50 that is approximately a third part. 
But the limited ability to transport with the warships could 
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to nearly give a modest contribution to the mass of cargos, making to resorted exclusively for fuel 
shipment. The 2471 tons of combustible liquid arriving at destination were transported with 
military ships, being sunk all the oil tankers in number of 6. 

To determine the highest percentage of losses in the month of November it contributed to 
the greater catastrophe produced in all the war in our traffic with Libya. 

It identified with the total loss of the convoy "B" of 7 cargo vessels (among which 2 oil 
tankers) for a total of 41,112 t.s.l. and of 34,473 tons of cargo, and 2 DD of the escort. 

Although that it was closely protected by the 3 Division (Trento and Trieste, with 4 DD) 
and escorted by 6 DD, a group of 2 CL (Aurora and Penelope) and of 2 DD (Lively and Lange), 
who arrived to Malta from England on 20 October reconstituting Force K, attacked without 
warning - guided by nocturnal aerial reconnaissance aircraft - towards 01:00 of 9 November on the 
convoy, developing with the aid of Radar an intense fire that in seven minutes provoked the 
catastrophe, without that our ships still without having Radar to oppose valid reaction. 

As a result of the loss of convoy "B", 20 November was organized the departure of three 
convoys (4 MS from Napoli, 2 MS from Taranto, 2 SS from Navarino) with 10 DD of the escort in 
total and with two Divisions (the 3 and 8" with 5 CL and 7 DD in all), besides to the Cadorna 
with a benzene cargo: all on the routes to the east of Malta. 

The main convoy, that it was directed to Tripoli, was made to return because in the night 
of the 21° a powerful attacks from aerial torpedo bombers put outside of combat a little to south of 
waters between Sicily and Calabria the CA Trieste (Captain Umberto Rouselle) and Abruzzi 
(Captain Franco Zannoni), that they succeeded to return to Messina after a truly epic vicissitude. 

Arriving instead at Benghazi the SS of Navarino and the 2 of the MS of Taranto (having 
which had the other to enter to Suda for damage) and the Cadorna. 

The episode gave the confirmation of the impossibility to maintain to the communications 
with Libya in measure adapted to the needs, as long as Malta had not been again neutralized. 

Since the constitution of great strongly escorted convoys had been demonstrated harmful, 
in a phase of the fight in which we did not have aerial predominate in the Central Mediterranean 
and the English 
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could hold in acceptable conditions of risk a naval ships to Malta, Supermarina tried to adopt the 
small system at the same time numerous convoys in motion, scatters to the east and west of Malta. 

But the first experiment did not go very well: on 23-24 November they found at sea the 
CL Cadorna returning from Benghazi, three convoy- each composed of a single steamboat with a 
escort ship - of which two directed to Benghazi and one of return towards Brindisi, one MS with 2 
DD from Trapani to Tripoli; 2 German steamboats (Maritza and Procida) escorted by the TB Lupo 
and Cassiopea from Greece for Benghazi. 

To the aerial reconnaissance of Malta these movements did not escape and Force K taken 
to the sea in the night of the 24", heading at high speed for this last convoy. 

At 05:00 of the morning of the 24" the Sub Settembrini saw and signaled Force K, and so 
Supermarina diverted all the convoys, except one already close to Benghazi and that one in route 
from Trapani to Tripoli. 

Unfortunately the "Lupo" convoy did not intercept signal of Supermarina, although many 
times repeated, and was caught in the afternoon of the same day 24" by the enemy ships. The fight 
was long, for the fury with which the two TB they were thrown against the enemy, masking the 
two steamboats, that they transported fuel, with smoke screens. But the extremely powerful enemy 
(which the smoke did not make veil, thanks to the Radar) had reason of the value and the two 
cargo vessels ended up being sink, while the TB using an unexpected squall could saved itself after 
to have stated that by now could make for the steamboats already liquidated (1). 

On 29 November was executed with analogous concepts another operation, with 6 ships - 
escorted and divided into 5 convoys - among which two oil tankers (Volturno and Mantovani). But 
this time Supermarina - in spite of the naphtha shortage - located in cruise in a central position 3 
Crs with 3 DD and the Duilio with 1 Cr and 6 DD with support task. 

The force K (reinforced by the Neptune and Ajax) arriving from Alexandria 


(1) Was in support with this incursion of Force K that 25 November and English lost the 


Barham, exited from Alexandria with the M. F. to support Force K, in case our F.N. had taken to 
the sea 
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to Malta with 2 DD just on 29 November) taken also to this time to the sea and succeeded to sink, 
on 10 December, to the east the MS Adriatico and to the west the Tkr Mantovani, while the 
Volturno, hit by bombers, was forced to turn back. The Group "Duilio” had not made in time to 
take part, given its inferior speed to that one of Force K. 

The day before, 30 November, bombers, had sunk a steamboat and damaged another, but 
it was successful to reach Argostoli (being in route with the previous one between Brindisi and 
Benghazi). 

The large Tkr Mantovani had left Trapani for Tripoli on 30 November, escorted by the DD 
Da Mosto. On 10 December it had been hit by aerial bombs. The Da Mosto had tried to carry it 
under tow, being but to 75 miles from Tripoli, but still hit irremediably it had to be abandoned 
sinking soon after. Soon after the CL Penelope appeared with the DD Lively, that sunk the Da 
Mosto after a violent action. Da Mosto it was behaved heroically therefore that the English ships 
rendered they the military honors, passing at slow motion to pick crews lines on the surface of the 
waters in which the DD Italian disappeared. To its commander - Commander Francesco Dell'Anno 
- the medal of gold for military valor was conferred. 

We notice that, the Mantovani departing from Italy on 30 November, the loss of the cargo 
has been included in relative statistics to such month. 

In consequence of the cost reduction of oil tankers happened in November, in the 
December month the deficiency of fuel in Libya assumed a distressing aspect. However - for lack 
of oil tankers - on a total of 47,680 tons of supplies transported (with the loss reduced to 18% 
thanks to the great deployment of airplane-naval forces for the protection, pointed out in a note to 
the previous chapter) only the 7,606 tons of fuel could to be sent, to cited with the loss of only 5% 
for 383 tons. 

The modest loss, but most serious the episode that produced it. Those 383 tons in fact 
were loaded on two cruisers, Da Barbiano and Di Giussano, than in the night between 13 and 14 
December disappeared with their admiral under Cape Bon after to a fast attack of 4 DDs, directed 
to Malta with origin from Gibraltar. Therefore in order to carry little hundreds of fuel to Tripoli, in 


Page. 145 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
a moment of extreme necessity, we had been forced to face with painful result to run the risk to 
hazard two precious ships. 


19" - Our situation and the operations in the first trimester of 1942 

Closed with this episode the blacker period of the Libyan traffic, the situation was 
reestablish. With the first battles of the Sirte was resolutions to make to reach without losses to 
Libya an important convoy, and in January, February and March 1942 - with the work of effective 
neutralization of Malta, jointly resumption from the German and Italian air forces - the losses in 
the supply reduced to a amount of insufficient relief: 10,500 tons lost on 183,223 transported in the 
entire trimester; as soon as 5.7%. In particular the traffic of fuels was much fortunate, with 1,310 
lost tons on 63,715 transported, that is 2.1%. 

The traffic could resume - so to speak - standardized, that is with the accustomed escort of 
light ship. However in some moments the opportunity was felt to protect the convoys with 
important naval groups, therefore like in the recent one passed. 

But, to difference of the past, was adopted a new system of protection, particularly studied 
from the Admiral Carlo Bergamini who, promoted to Vice Admiral, was from 12 January 1942 
Commander of the II Fleet with his flag on the Duilio (1). 

The new system was called "of the incorporated direct escort in the convoy and composed 
also of greater ships”. 

It was adopted for the first time in mid December with the M.42 operation run in the first 
battles of the Sirte. It answered to the criterion of having in the immediate vicinities of a convoy 
during the diurnal hours and in formation with the convoy in the nocturnal hours a group of ships 
with one or more of the modernized battleships, able type to face in clean conditions of superiority 
whichever 


(1) In Chapter III of volume IV naval actions in the Mediterranean 10-6-1940/31-3-1941, 
of this series, it has been illustrated the transformation of the Commander Naval Fleet into 
Commander Naval Forces, happened on 12 January 1942, with the Creation of the II Fleet, while 
the Fleet was under the orders of Admiral Iachino, Commander in Chief of the Naval Forces 
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K Force type English ship that had tried to attack. To the "Littorio" type BB it was instead 
classified the function of support at a distance, in case the attitude of the M. F. had advised to let 
them out into the sea. 

By night the group of built-in escort supplied also consisting defended of fire against the 
aircrafts torpedo bombers, that by now they attacked systematically igniting of flares launched 
from reconnaissance aircraft equipped with radar. 

The first operation of the sort was the "M.43", which in the operational cycle of the first 
trimester of 1942 was carried out between the 3 and 6 January, inaugurating happily (1). 

The "M.43" reached the goal to have arrive at Tripoli without any loss a good three 
contemporary convoys: 

Convoy n. 1: MS. Bixio - Monginevro - Lerici. 

Reached Messina from Naples, left from Messina at 10:15 of the 3", escorted by the 5 DD 
Vivaldi, Da Recco, Usodimare, Bersagliere, Fuciliere. 

Convoy n. 2: MS Monviso and MTkr Giordani. 

Left from Taranto at 15:06 of the cine escorted by the 4 TB Orsa, Aretusa, Castore, 
Antares. 

Convoy n. 3: MS Allegri. 

It left Brindisi at 13:15 of the a. escorted from the DD Freccia and the TB Procione. 

The convoy n. 1 joined with the convoy n. 2 at 07:10 of the 4", and a few hours after - at 
10:50 — with the aggregation of the MS Allegri, an single convoy of 6 ships was formed that 
reached Tripoli at 12:30 of the 5". 

The naval forces participants in the operation acted in two Groups, departing from Taranto 
respective at 16:00 and 18:50 of the 3. 

A Group of close escort constituted by: BB Duilio - CR 





(1) This and the successive operations to protection of the convoys completed are 
described in the volumes VI, VII, VIII and IX, of this series, dealing the defense of the traffic. 
Here of it we speaks shortly, to the single goal to examine the succession of the events. 
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Garibaldi, Montecuccoli, Aosta, Attendolo - 5 DD Maestrale, Gioberti, Oriani, Sirocco, 
Malocello. Commander of the Group Admiral Carlo Bergamini. 

A Group of support (moved towards the east, that is towards the direction of origin of 
eventual threats from part of the M. F.), constituted gives: BB Littorio, Doria, Cesare - Cr Gorizia, 
Trento — with 8 DD Carabiniere, Alpino, Pigafetta, Da Hires, Ascari, Aviere, Geniere, Camicia 
Nera. Commander of the Group and Supreme Commander at sea Admiral Angelo Iachino. 

The Group of support and the Group of escort returned to Taranto respectively at 17:00 of 
the 5" and 04:30 of the 6". 

The British reaction was null: the K Force was practically out of service, after the sinking 
of the Neptune and the damages received by the Aurora and the Penelope; the opposing aerial 
recognition but had sighted irregularly one or the other of the naval Groups, but these, with 
fortunate diversions, were resolutions to confuse the reconnaissance aircraft and not to never make 
to discover the convoy at sea; on the other hand it was already in action the intensified hammering 
of Malta, that it had begun to diminish of the efficiency, above all which air force base, damaging 
the flight fields and destroying many aircraft. 

Admiral Cunningham writes in his autobiographic book: 

"In the first 4 hours of January the aerial reconnaissance had sighted a strong enemy 
Group, comprising one battleship, that it directed to south [probably was be a matter of the 
"Littorio" Group, with the Doria and Cesare to have been mistaken for types "Garibaldi"]. The 
evening was resighted and, although it had taken to the flight from Malta a unit of strike aircraft, 
this did not succeed to trace it. That not been strange, because then the island had only one aircraft 
suitable to the reconnaissance”. 

The second operation, code named with the acronym "T. 18", were carried out between the 
22 and 25 January. They participated: 

Convoy of 5 motor-ships: Victoria (loaded with troops), Monviso, Monginevro, Pisani, 
Ravello, escorted from 6 DD (Vivaldi, Malocello, Da Hires - Aviere, Camicia Nera, Geniere) and 
by 2 TB (Castore and Orsa). 

On the Vivaldi which had taken aboard R.A. Amedeo Nomis di Pollone, that it had the 
burden with Commander of the DD Group of the Fleet. 
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Group "Aosta": Aosta (R.A. Raffaele de Courten), Attendolo, Montecuccoli, with 4 DD (Alpino) 

Bersagliere, Fuciliere, Carabiniere; 

Group "Duilio": Duilio (R.A. Carlo Bergamini) with 4 DD (Pigafetta, Oriani, Sirocco, Ascari; 
Six submarines: In ambush in chain from north to south between Malta and the waters 
crossed by the convoy. 

The Victoria left Taranto at 19 knots with the Group "Duilio" at 17:00 of 22 January. 

The others 4 motor-ships gathered in the Strait of Messina towards 10:00 hours of the 22", 
being separated Monviso and Ravello the evening before from Naples and Pisani and Monginevro 
from Messina in useful time: speed 14 knots. Little after the Ravello, for bad operation of the 
rudder, it had to leave the convoy and return to Messina. 

The Group "Aosta" was exited from Taranto at 11:00 of the 22™, in order to gather with 
the convoy of the 4 motor-ships - like it happened - at 18:00 of the same day approximately 40 
miles to the east of point Stilo, having the convoy directed towards this point of reunion in order to 
keep itself far away from Malta. 

The two Groups were delivered up in an only device of march - with the Group "Duilio" 
astern to the Group "Aosta" with the convoy, comprising now also the MS Victoria - towards 
15:00 hours of the 23". 

At the moment of meeting the position occupied from the whole of the forces was 190 
miles for ESE from Malta, having both external Groups always followed route to the circle-limit 
of the range of the aircrafts torpedo bombers based at Malta, estimated in approximately 180 
miles. 

From that position the naval complex continued towards south until the sunset, then with a 
wide turn towards the limit of waters of the Gulf of the Sirte directed for Tripoli. 

The Duilio at 19:15, at night fall, left to continue the convoy with the Division "Aosta" 
and directed for return, remaining to intercross 200 miles to the east of Malta during the diurnal 
hours of the 24", in order to re-enter Taranto at 06:00 of the morning of the 25". 

The Division "Aosta" in its turn left the convoy at 10:00 of the 24" at about sixty of miles 
from Tripoli, when it was in order to enter in the coastal routes escorted from the DD of the Group 
"Vivaldi". The Division reached Taranto towards 15:00 hours of the 25"; the convoy entered to 
Tripoli between 14:00 and 16:00 of the 24”. 
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The traverse was disturbed from sights and attacks, without outcome, of opposing Subs 
and from three heavy aerial attacks: first between 17:20 and 17:30, the second between 18:30 and 
19:10, the third (in several big waves) between 21:30 and 00:30. All in the evening of the 23" until 
half hour after midnight. 

The aircrafts took of sight in special way the motor-ships in order to prevent the inflow of 
supplies to Libya. The cargo motor-ships arriving unharmed destination, but the Victoria had the 
disaster of being hit astern first from a torpedo at 17:30 (although that in that moment the 
formation was protected from one dozen of "Ju.88") and subsequently from others two torpedoes 
at 17:42 and 18:48. The DD that, after first the torpedo, was attempted to give it a tow, had to 
abandon it after to have taken aboard the crew and the troops. The beautiful ship sank at 19:10. 

The repeated nocturnal attacks, happened in order a good three hours, were all covered for 
merit of the effective reaction and the appropriated maneuvers put into effect from the ships under 
the orders of Admiral de Courten: ability assisted from luck. 

The third operation, called "K.7", was carried out between the 21 and 24 February: Tripoli 
destination. They participated: 


Convoy n. 1: MS Monginevro, Unione, Ravello, escorted by 5 DD Vivaldi (C.A. Nomis), 
Malocello, Zeno, Premuda, Strale and from the TB Pallade. 


Convoy n. 2: MS Giordani, Lerici, Monviso, escorted from the 5 DD Pigafetta, Usodimare, 
Pessagno, Maestrale, Sirocco and from the TB Circe. 


Group "Duilio": Duilio (A.S. Bergamini) with the 4 DD , Geniere, Camicia Nera, Ascari. 


Group "Gorizia": Gorizia (A. D. Angelo Parona), Trento, Bande Nere, with the 3 DD Alpino, Da 
Noli, Oriani. 


Convoy n. | left Messina at 17:30 of 21 February with its DD and was joined near Cape 
Spartivento Calabro from the Group "Gorizia", who also exited from Messina an hour later. 

Convoy n. 2 had left from Corfu: with its DD at 13:30 of the same day, putting itself in tail 
the convoy n. 1 towards 13:00 of the 22" in a point 180 miles to the east of Malta. 
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The Group "Duilio", left Taranto at 16:00 of the 21“, caught up the formation "Gorizia- 
Convoglio" towards the 07:30 of the 22™, following at a short distance. 

The Group "Duilio" inverted the route at 19:40 of the 22", re-entering to Taranto at 01:40 
of the 24", 

The Group "Gorizia" accompanied the two convoys united until 10:30 of the 23", that is 
until the beginning of the coastal routes for Tripoli, after having catapulted at 08:00 an airplane of 
the Trento in order to make sure that there were no enemy forces in approach from Malta. The 
Group arrived to Messina at 11:40 of the 24". 

The two convoys entered in the port of Tripoli in fast succession between 15:00 and the 
16:30 of the 23", 

As it can be deduced easy, considering the point in which the two convoys gathered, the 
operation "K.7" was carried out with analogous modalities to those of the "T. 18", going wide 
around Malta. 

The enemy reaction was null, although many times the complex of the ships was sighted 
and although between the 00:30 and 05:30 of the 23™ had ignited luminous flares in the sky of the 
convoys. 

The meteorological conditions with wind from sirocco and bad visibility, than rendered 
mediocre, contributed to the safety of the traverse, for how much the active English aerial 
recognition had localized many times that day and by night naval Groups and convoys. The aerial 
supply of the "Ju.88" was continuous the 22™ and the 24", while the 23 - for poor the conditions 
of visibility - airplane did not succeed to trace on the return route the Group "Gorizia", although 
that they had long tried. 

The quarter and last operation of the considered period, called "V. 5", were carried out 
between the 7 and 11 March 1942. 

It has been characterized from the use of the same escorts for the transports directed to 
Libya and other transports of return in Italy, in coincidence with the arrival to destination of the 
previous ones. 

They participated: 

Convoy n. 1: MS Bixio and Giuliani, escorted from the DD Pigafetta and the TB Aretusa. 
Convoy n. 2: MS Allegros, escorted from the two DD Da Nali and Bersagliere. 
Convoy n. 3: MS Manreale, escorted from the TB Circe between Naples and 
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Messina, and then also by the two DD Vivaldi and Fuciliere and by the TB Castore. 


Convoy of return: MS Giordani, Ravello, Lerici, Unione, escorted by the 3 DD Pigafetta, Sirocco, 
Strale and from the 3 TB Aretusa, Cigno, Procione. 


Escort Group: Garibaldi (A.D. de Courten), Eugene di Savoia and Montecuccoli with the 5 DD 
Aviere, Ascari, Geniere, Oriani, Scirocco (this last past then to the convoy, than the 
Aretusa had left in order to return to base). 


The three first convoys left respective Brindisi, Messina and Naples at 12:30, 05:00, 01:30 
hours of 7 March. Speed 15 knots. The Escort Group supply left Taranto at 18:30. 

Convoy n. | followed the coastal route until Santa Maria di Leuca and then it continued 
for meridian until the entrance of the Gulf of the Sirte, directing then for Tripoli. Convoy n. 2 
sailed a little to the south of Leuca at 19:20 of the 7. the morning after, at 07:30, arrived on the 
scene also convoy n. 3, and at 08:30 all the 4 MS united in a single convoy continued towards the 
south - being at approximately 190 miles from Leuca - escorted by 8 torpedo boats. 

The Escort Group zigzagged at 16-18 knots a little to aft of the convoy (having caught up 
to it at 09:45 approximately of day 8) until sunset; then it was put in "joint" formation. 

The traverse, during which the two formations made use nearly continually of aerial escort 
during the diurnal hours, was carried out above all without some manifestation of activity from 
part of the adversary, attributable to the fact Malta was by now from two months object of insistent 
aerial bombing, that was intensified when convoys were at sea important. 

At 07:30 of 9 March the crossing of the convoy directed to Tripoli with that one of return 
in Italy happened and Pigafetta and Scirocco joined to Strale, Cigno and Procione, that they were 
departing Tripoli with the first motor ships at 21:00 of the evening (8 March). The escort then was 
reinforced from the Aretusa in the afternoon of the 10". The going convoy in entered Tripoli 
between 17:30 and 18:00 of the evening of the 9". 

On the return convoy they were embarks 470 prisoners of war, divided between Unione 
and Ravello, and 110 undesirable persons in Libya aboard of the Lerici. 

We add that to the 21:00 of the 9" they left from Tripoli 
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for Palermo on the western route Monviso, Wachffels and Instancabile (a large tug) with the escort 
of the Da Noli, Bersagliere, Pallade and Castore, making use of the indirect protection they 
supplied for the return convoy that followed the inverse route of that one arriving from Italy, to the 
east of Malta (indeed one some thirty of miles more to the east in order to increase the safety). 

While the escort Group had intercrossed to off the coast the Tripolina, sending in 
exploration a catapulted aircraft and carrying themselves in proximity of the return convoy 
towards 10:00 hours, after to have received from the aircraft the communication that it had not 
sighted any enemy naval ships. 

The traverse of the return convoy (that reached Taranto in the first hours of 11 March, 
except the Unione that entered Brindisi) was disturbed from a twofold attack of aerial torpedo 
bombers, manifested against the escort Group and the convoy between 16:40 and 16:57 of 9 
March, in spite of the presence of the aerial escort that in the hours of light of the 9" and also of 
the 10" was practically always on the ships. 

Both the military ships and those cargo vessels succeeded to avoid all the torpedo, than the 
English aircrafts they had been forced launch from important distances for the nourished 
antiaircraft reaction. From intercepted r.t. decrypted on the Garibaldi, Admiral de Courten 
deduced that the attacking aircrafts had to come from North Africa rather than from Malta. 

Between 01:00 and 03:00 approximately of 10 March the formation - that had, as usual, 
the incorporated Group escort - it was continuously followed from numerous flare aircrafts that 
illuminated from time to time with flare, without any attack being manifested, although r.t. calls of 
the flare aircraft with name pertaining to bombers were intercepted located in the Marmarica. 

The morning of the 10", after an exploration towards Malta executed from an aircraft of 
the Garibaldi without sighting anything, the escort Group left the convoy and directed at high 
speed for Taranto where it reached towards 21:00 of the same evening of the 10". 

The four operations that we have shortly described corresponded at the crucial moments of 
the supply of Libya in the three months elapsed between the enterprise of Alexandria and the 
second battle of the Sirte. 
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They allowed to make to reach destination 20 steamboat-travel on 59 started in total in 
Libya in the considered period. 
On 21 transports departures took place only the loss of the MS Victoria) particularly 
painful loss for the importance of the ship, than the men they were nearly all saved. 


20" - British Situation and operations 

Roskill writes in Volume II of his work The War at Sea that year 1941 had been closed 
with a "lowest tide" for the fortunes of the Mediterranean Fleet and that, after a deceptive sign of 
resumption (with the conquest of Cyrenaica), the beginning of 1942 had put to hard try the British 
dominion in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Root causes of a situation therefore worrisome were: the serious losses endured from the 
M. F.; the return to Sicily of important Germanic air forces; the victorious counter-offensive of the 
Axis in North Africa; the intensified activity of the Italian Navy in the protection of the traffic with 
Libya, that it had given to the troops of the Axis the possibility to arrest the British advance to the 
eastern margins of the Sirte on 11 January, in order to only pass ten days after cited to the 
fortunate counter-offensive. 

The key of time of the British resistance was Malta: incalculable damage would be derived 
from its loss or also from the exhaustion of its rebirth. Therefore, in the first months of 1942, the 
forces to read which the M. F. was reduced had to devote oneself to the task to make to arrive 
refueling to Malta from Alexandria, since not able to be sure to be in degree to prevent to the 
traffic between Italy and the Libya, leaving to the aircrafts and the submarines the task to act in the 
limits of the possible one against our marine communications. We have seen that the losses, that 
they succeeded to inflict to us in this period, were relatively modest. 

For against, we - it engages to you in the defense of our traffic above all - you will not 
succeed to interfere in the opposing communications in sufficient measure to paralyze Malta. 

In January - to part small most urgent amounts of refueling send to Malta to edge of some 
submarine - three times 
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they were employs fast steamboats, facing the risks that the situation imposed. 

Before the time, while our naval and aerial forces were engaged in the "M.43" succeeded 
to reach Malta the Glengyle loaded with naphtha and to return to Alexandria, empty, the 
Breconshire) that reached Malta in occasion of first battles of the Sirte. The twofold movement 
happened with the escort of the Naiad (R. Adm. Vian), Euryalus and Dido with 6 DDs. It escaped 
to our recognition, given exactly the contemporary to carry out itself of the "M.43". . 

In mid January the English succeeded, in the second to attempt making to reach island 
three of the four ships leave themselves from Alexandria. They contributed to these events the air 
forces located in Cyrenaica, then in English hand, which - in a moment in which the M. F. it did 
not have CV - was in a position to supplying to the protection of the ships until had not arrived in 
the range of the aircrafts of Malta. 

The convoy had left Alexandria on 16 January, escorted from the CLAA Carlisle and 8 
DD and protect from 3 CL and 6 DD under the command of Admiral Vian. 

At 09:30 of the 18" the convoy was uncovered by our reconnaissance aircraft a hundred of 
miles to NW of Benghazi and subsequently other four times re-sighted until 15:15. Attacked from 
aircrafts of the CAT, it sank the steamboat Thermopylae, while the day before (17 January) had 
been sunk by the German Sub U./33 one of the DD of the escort, the Gurkha. 

The evening of the 18" the escort of the convoy was found to north of the Sirte from the 
Force K (Penelope and 5 DD) and the 19" the three residual steamboats entered in the port of 
Malta undamaged although new aerial attacks. 

"From the point of view of the airplane-naval cooperation - Admiral Cunningham writes - 
this operation was very well lead. The work of the n. 201 Squadron of the R.A.F. of Naval 
cooperation, making use of the airports of the Cyrenaica, he was extremely valid and effective. 
Recognitions many taking care of came carried out leaving from Malta and the Cyrenaica, and the 
protection of the fighters departing from the advanced airports of the Cyrenaica worked very well 
in spite of the difficult conditions. Also the fighters of Malta gave to excellent test in the protect 
the convoy in the phase of arrival. Those was seen that be able to make oneself with aircrafts 
trained to operate at sea ". 
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The Roskill confirmation this judgment of Cunningham, and both the authors add soon 
after that, with the counter-offensive of the Axis, the hopes come again visa vie the possibilities to 
continue to resupply Malta vanished very soon, because it became arduous and very soon at first 
much then impossible to operate in the Central Mediterranean. 

However on 27 January the Breconshire, with the system of the change of the escorts to 
north of the Sirte, succeeded to reach Malta in coincidence with the execution of the Italian 
operation "T. 18". Two empty ships, the Glengyle and the Rowallan Castle) returned to 
Alexandria. The same operating conditions for the first time were repeated, during our "M.43". 
This third time but the British naval Group had been uncovered the morning of the 26" and 
attacked many times from our Aviation, but without positive results (1). 


21* - Operation "M.F.5" (Drawing n. 8) 

To first of February, of forefront to the situation of Malta, than introduced with crescents 
aspects of "sinister squalor", a lot that outlined the necessity not to hold more beyond Force K, 
Cunningham determined - informing of the Admiralty - to face the risks, by now most serious, 
making to leave the steamboats from 15 knots of which it had been able to decide. 

From this decision operation "M.W.9 - M. E.10" had origin (acronyms of the two convoys, 
one from Alexandria for Malta and the other in inverse sense), than it was carried out between the 
12 and 16 February 1942 and that it completely makes them for our action of contrast, from we 
code named with the acronym "M.F.5". Given its complexity, it convene to dedicate to it a special 
paragraph. 


(1) On this system of the change of the escorts in a zone to north of the Sirte, comprised 
between the meridians 18° E and 19° E and having for median line the Alexandria-Malta route, 
Admiral Jachino had sent to Supermarina on 8 February a study on our possibilities of interception 
of the opposing convoys just in that critical zone, based on the various hypothesis on their speed of 
transfer and on the march modalities, valid hypothesis since English had been able to hold at Malta 
a group of light ships. 

Its considerations found confirmation in the truth of the successive operations 
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a) The inception of the operation according to Cunningham. 

It began for the English under bad auspices, because just the 12" - while convoy M.W.9 
left Alexandria - was sunk by aerial attack in the Grand Harbour of Malta the DD Maori. 

Before describing it with a documented exposure, we bring back synthetic and lively the 
version that of Admiral Cunningham has given in his book of memories. 

"The afternoon of 12 February escorted exited from Alexandria the steamboats Clan 
Chattan, Clan Campbell and Rowallan Castle from the CLAA Carlisle and 7 DD of the class 
"Hunt" [ DD escort of 1,000 tons approximately with VI-102 ]. It followed, in support, the R.Adm. 
Vian with the Naiad, Dido, Euryalus and 8 DD [Force B]. The convoy was divided in two 
sections, and both endured aerial attacks the 13". At 17:30 Clans Campbell- hit in the coal bunkers 
and damaged from a bomb fallen near the side — the had to be diverted towards Tobruk with the 
escort of 2 DDs. 

"During the successive morning an opposing recognition it was continuously present, and 
the convoy was subordinate to attacks in height and dive, during which the Clan Chattan therefore 
was gravely hit in the stern hold with consequent fire, that it had to be sunk from the escort ships. 

"In the meantime, to the nightfall of the 13", three large cargo vessels and the Breconshire 
were exiting from Malta directed to the east with the escort of the Penelope and 6 DD [Force K]. 

"This formation met at 14:40 of the 14" with the forces of R. Adm Vian and happened the 
change of the escorts under violent aerial attacks. After about a half hour after a bomb therefore 
near the Rowallan Castle fell that its engines were put service outside. 

The DD Zulu the took it in tow, but could not develop sufficient speed for having some 
probability to reach Malta. 

From Alexandria I was reluctant to order the sinking of the steamboat, but at 20:00 of 
same day of the 14"" I had to make it. Therefore, with the loss of this last ship unfortunately had 
concluded the attempt to resupply Malta. 

"The Penelope returned to Malta with 2 DD, while Vian returned without damages to 
Alexandria with his the empty cruisers, the other DD, Breconshire and cargo vessels. The aerial 
recognition discovered that they were found 
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at sea two enemy naval ships, which tried to localize the damaged English ships. 

"This mission involved an enormous consumption of antiaircraft projects from 133 mm. 
After four days of nearly continues action, the three cruisers had consumed something like 3700 
rounds. This fact took care to us lively: on land did not remain in equipment more than one than 
rounds of equal reserve once and a third party that of each cruiser”. 

Reserving to later on bring back the considerations of Admiral Cunningham on the 
consequences of the failure of the enterprise, we describe it now with greater amplitude and 
greater particular. 


b) The first phase of the operation and the contrast of Italian-German aviation. 

Convoy M.W.9 left Alexandria shared in two sections: first 2 SS with the Carlisle, the DD 
Lance and 3 "Hunts" at 16:00 of the | a the second to an hour later with the Rowallan Castle and 
4 "Hunts". The two sections directed as if they were destined to Tobruk, for giving to us a 
deceptive impression on their goal. While they were gathering towards the sunset of the 13" off for 
Tobruk, it was hit at 18:30 from a "Ju.88" in dive Campbell Clan, that was diverted to Tobruk with 
2 DD of escort in order not to force the convoy to diminish of speed. 

Force B left Alexandria at 03:00 of the 13" and joined the convoy, reduced to two 
steamboats, at 07:00 of the 14", continuing to direct towards Malta. During the traverse one the 
evening of the 13" had subjected to an aerial attack. 

While at 19:15 of day 13" had left Malta for Alexandria the 4 constituent steamboats of 
convoy M.E.10 (Clan Fergusson, City of Calcutta, Ajax, Breconshire) with Force K (Penelope e 6 
DD). 

Soon after 13:00 hours of the 14°. convoy M.W.9, while it was found on the meridian of 
Benghazi, it endured a strong aerial attack, during which the SS Clan Chattan was hit from a bomb 
in the stern hold with immediate development of a fire that provoked the explosion of the 
ammunitions contained in the hold. 

The ship remained afloat until 15:30, when a DD - after 
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that other DD had saved the 300 and more persons whom it had aboard - had the order to end it. 

It was in the meantime happened the encounter between the group coming from Malta and 
that one coming from Alexandria: between 14:00 and 14:30 the Force K had taken under its 
protection, in order to accompany it until Malta, the Castle Rowallan, only ship survivor of convoy 
M.W.9, and the Force B had taken in delivery convoy M.E.10 inverting the route in order to escort 
it until to Alexandria. 

The exchange of the convoys between the two Forces of escort happened under insistent 
aerial attacks, which continued causing a serious damage to the engines of the Rowallan Castle, 
that it was already in route for Malta. They were at 15:00. Taken to towing from the DD Zulu and, 
subordinate to new aerial attacks, was decided to sink it towards 19:00, because the modest speed 
of approximately 6 knots excluded that it had probability to reach destination. 

At dawn of the 15" Force K was in return to Malta while Force B with the Breconshire 
entered Alexandria in the night between the 15" and the 16". the others 3 steamboats, instead, 
continued for Said Port where they arrived in the day of the 16". 


Until the evening of the 14" only Italian-Germans air forces were in action against the 
English groups. A their activity, culminated in I am decided turns out to you to you from they you 
achieve yourself, can be therefore summarized. 

The 13" convoy M.W.9 was may times sighted from aircrafts of the CAT located in 
Cyrenaica, and at 10:15 a brace of aerial torpedo bombers in offensive recognition - with departure 
from Rhodes - against the traffic between Alexandria and Tobruk, having sighted 2 SS with 5 DD 
(probably the first section of the M. W.9) committed the error not to attack, because it judged the 
constituent steamboats of small tonnage and therefore a objective of insufficient importance. 

In the day of the 13" they were delivers three aerial attacks to you: 

- at 15:30 to ENE of Tobruk from bombers of the CAT against one section of the M.W.9; 

- at 17:45 from a group of "Ju.88" against the Force B; 

- at 18:30 to north of Tobruk from other bombers of the CAT (the attack was this in which 
the Clan Campbell was hit). 

Day 14, resumed contact with convoy M.W.9 by now joined with Force B, they were 
execute these further attacks: 
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- to 13:00 (according to the English, while the hour is not specified based on Italian 
documents) from bombers of the CAT, that they hit the Clan Chattan; 

- at 15:00 from bombers against the Force K, which caused the cited damages to the 
Rowallan Castle, therefore to determine of the loss later on; 

- from 15:16 to 20:20 repeated attacks of the CAT, on purpose of which therefore the 
English relation is expressed: "in the afternoon of the 14", while Force B proceeded towards the 
east, it endured in total attacks of approximately 60 bombers that apparently came from Sicily, 
Morea and Crete, while the recognition was carried out from Libya; light damages received by the 
Carlisle from bombs falling close by "; 

- at 16:30 from two aerial torpedo bombers of the V Aerosquadra (Libya), against the 
Force K without to hit; 

- at 16:00 from 8 torpedo bombers, departed from the Sicily and returned after the sunset 
without to have traced the objective. 

Beyond to these attacks, at 11:45 of same day of the 14" two "S.79" torpedo bombers of 
the Aegean Aeronautics of it had executed another against a group of ships, comprising 1 auxiliary 
Cr, 3 escort ships and 5 SS with route to the east. Null result, although appreciated positive. Given 
at point - 20 miles to the northeast of Marsa Matruh - it could be a matter of frequent of the 
convoys that resupplied Tobruk and therefore stranger on the credit side operation M.F.5. 


c) The sortie of the Italian F. N.. 

The important evening of the 14" took to the sea Italian naval ships. 

Towards 13:00 hours Supermarina had ordered to the Commander in Chief of the Naval 
Forces to hold ready to exit in three hours from the order: Duilio, 2 Cr of the qT Division, 2™ DD 
sq., 3 Division and 11" DD sq. 

At 15:30 it had ordered that: - Duilio (Adm. Bergamini) — 7" Div. (Adm. de Courten) 
Aosta and Montecuccoli — 8" DD sq. (Folgore, Fulmine, Saetta) and 13" DD sq. (Alpino, 
Carabiniere, Fuciliere, Bersagliere) exited from Taranto at 19:00; 

-3™ Div. (Adm. Angelo Parona) Gorizia and Trento -11" DD sq. 
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(Aviere, Geniere, Camicia Nera, Ascari) exited from Messina at midnight. 

The two Divisions of cruisers would have had to join at 08:00 of the 15" in a point 70 
miles to the east of Malta, followed by the Duilio with the 8" DD sq. to 10 miles of distance. The 
objective assigned to this F. N. was that one to attack the convoy directed to Malta with the escort 
of Force K, was assured to the ships the direct protection of German fighters and that indirect one, 
obtained with intensified bombers on Malta in the same night and the successive morning. In order 
to facilitate the r.t. connection with the German fighters had been embarks on the flagship a groups 
of Germans operators. Moreover they had been arranged cruises of interdiction with Italian 
aircrafts "Re. 2000" of Sicily Aeronautics, against the origins from Malta towards the east. An 
accurate and extended aerial recognition would have supplied to the F. N. the news on the position 
and the movements of the enemy ships to attack with the ships. 

The Duilio exited first in order from Taranto, with its DD, at 18:40 of day 14", 

The 7" Division left the same base, with the 13" DD sq., at 19:45. 

The 3™ Division exited from Messina, entirety with the 11" DD sq., at 23:15. 

At 19:55 the 7” Division, hardly exited from the Mar Grande of Taranto, received 
communication that the Group "Duilio” had received the order to return to port. It had happened 
that Supermarina, sure that there were no enemy BB at sea, it had thought superfluous to give to 
the cruisers the support of the Duilio. 

At 20:20 the 7" Division, whose commander also had become - with the return in port of 
the Group "Duilio" - the designated Comandante Superiore at sea, was informed that the meeting 
point with the 3" Division was moved 40 miles more to south: therefore Admiral de Courten 
carried the speed to 28 knots. 

According to the appreciation of Supermarina, received from Admiral de Courten at 01:15 
of the 15 and confirmed at 05:40, they would have been at sea two convoys directed towards 
Malta: one more advanced than 2 SS with 1 or 2 Cr and 5 or 6 DD, the other most rear one of 3 SS 
(of which one damaged) with 5 comprising ships 2 escort perhaps of Cr. 


Page. 164 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

The two Divisions were united, constituting one single formation, approximately at 09:20 
of the 15", with route 180° and speed 20 knots. 

At 07:15 it had been begun the aerial escort, that it was uninterrupted ending towards 
16:00. 

The morning, until 09:00 hours, it had not been possible to cause of the wind from WNW 
and the sea to catapult any aircraft for the exploration between southeast and southwest, but to that 
hour the Gorizia succeeded to launch one in flight. 

While, approximately to 08:00 hours, the Comandante Superiore at sea had from 
Supermarina the information that, in base to sights you execute yourself from a squadron of 
German in Mas ambush to the east of Malta, had to think that the more advanced convoy not be 
able more to intercept being, because by now close to Malta. As far as the other, never he was not 
sighted from the extended aerial recognitions (we know that this second to convoy in route for 
Malta was not there). 

The F. N., after to have intercrossed like indicated in the diagram n. 8, received the order 
to return not less to the base at 18:30, following covered far ones than 180 miles from Malta. 

From interceptions of opposing r.t. transmissions it was deduced that an nocturnal aerial 
attack was being prepared, which it was manifested between 04:44 of day 10", when the F.N. was 
illuminated from the first series of flares, and the 05:37 when they extinguished last flare. At 05:30 
the attack of aircrafts was pronounced torpedo bombers, whose torpedo had missed, is because all 
the ships to igniting itself of flare had given beginning discharging smoke screen, is because they 
maneuvered with promptness rendering therefore extremely risky the determination of the 
cinematic elements us for the execution of the attack and the launch of the torpedo. 

From 07:00 hours of the 16" it began of new German aerial escort to both the Divisions, 
than they were separated at 07:25: the 7" in order to return to Taranto, the 3™ in order to return to 
Messina, being exchanged itself the of DD squadrons that accompanied them. 

The 7" Division reached Taranto, without any incident, at 17:45 of same day of the 16". 

The Navigation of the 3“ Division instead was marked from two important episodes. 
Between 07:47 and 08:00 were sighted from the ships and attacked by the "Ju.88" of the aerial 
escort an aircraft type "Wickers-Wellington", 
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that it was shot down; three of the six men who of it constituted the crew were retrieved towards 
08:30 by the DD Fuciliere, sent quickly from the Commander of the 3“ Division; the others three 
were missing, probably with the wreckage of the aircraft. 

Of the three retrieved two died soon after aboard of the DD, in spite of the care; the third, 
flying officer John W. W. Richards, slightly hurt reported that the apparatus came directly from 
England and that would have had to land to Malta. Given the bad atmospheric conditions met 
during the night had made an error of such esteem that was trying Malta, when - sighted our ships 
- it had been approached believing them English, when it was seen that German fighter aircrafts 
that with precise shooting had shot it down. 

At 11:30 Admiral Parona thought opportune to increase the speed to 24 knots, since he 
was in order to enter in waters generally attended by English submarines, in ambush to the 
southern approaches of the passage between the Calabria and the Sicily. 

In spite of the high speed and the escort of the Group 3“ Div. -13" sq. executed from the 
TB Dezza and two Mas escapes from Messina with antisubmarine task, 2 Cant "Z. 501" 
antisubmarine, 3" Ju.88 "and 2" Me. 109", at 13:45 the DD Carabiniere (Cmdr. Giacomo Sicco) 
was hit to the right forward by a torpedo, without that the periscope being sighted: sign that the 
submarine had launch heading probably with the underwater detectors. 

The explosion removed the bow of the DD, than however it remained afloat for the perfect 
held of the watertight bulkhead to forward of the forward system of artillery. The DD at first was 
taken under tow by the TB Dezza and then from the tug Instancabile, sent from Messina, while the 
numerous wounded were transferred on the Mas (most serious) and on the DD Alpino and 
Bersagliere. 

At 15:00 hours of the 16" they entered Messina Gorizia, Trento and Fuciliere; at 15:30 the 
two Mas with the serious wounded; at 19:00 Alpino and Bersagliere; at 08:30 of 17" February the 
Carabiniere, which Admiral Parona carried the salute of the Commander in Chief of the F.N. 
Admiral Jachino. 

The late escape of the two Divisions of cruisers could not carry to the interception of the 
British convoy directed to Malta. Excluded the convenience of the nocturnal combat, because on 
our ships was still not arranged any Radar type instrument 
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(except on some ships, in way of experiments), would have been necessary that the decision to 
send to sea the two Divisions had been taken from Supermarina the afternoon of 13 February, that 
is the day before that Force B and Force K reached in the zone where they exchanged the 
protection of the steamboats. But the 13" Supermarina had evidently to think not to have still sure 
elements for making a decision; however it had appreciated the situation in realistic way, a lot that 
at 17:35 of the 13" had made the following Superaereo communication: "In base sights enemy 
naval forces to the east the meridian of Tobruk with route to the west presumes passage convoy 
directed to Malta stop It is asked to arrange intensification recognitions in the zone comprised 
between the Cyrenaica coast & parallel 34°, & between meridians 19° & 23°". 

Present must itself however be held who, given the naphtha shortage, was High worry 
every Commander to avoid to make to execute to the ships exited to empty. Some time like in this 
case, that has removed to the decision the indispensable timeliness. 


d) The return to Alexandria of the English forces. 

While in the Central Mediterranean carried out the mission of the naval Group under the 
command of Admiral de Courten, Force B with the convoy left from Malta continued in its route 
for Alexandria. 

In the first hours of day 15" it was joined by 3 DD detached from Force K, in order to 
reinforce the protection of the convoy during long navigation towards the east; towards 08:00 
hours it reached in the sky of the Force B the first patrols of fighters who alternating itself, of it 
assured the all the day an aerial escort. 

It must to this purpose be noticed that the English aerial - naval collaboration was a lot 
facilitated from the fact that the routes covered from the convoys or the naval forces were parallels 
to the coasts Africans, from which the aircrafts could be lifted in flight; for us instead the things 
they were various because - could not to make use of the Tunisian territory, although insistences of 
Navy to several resumptions - the distances of our ships were carried out in the more dangerous 
feature outside of the range of the fighters based in Sicily and Libya. 

The Force B was followed by our reconnaissance aircraft for good part 
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of the day of the 15" and marked in transit at 05:30 by the Sub Platino to north of Ras el Tin and 
at 23:10 at 60 miles from Alexandria. 

Based on the sights, the Aegean Aeronautics executed an arranged action of 3 Cant 
"Z.1007bis" bombers and of 5 torpedo bombers. The torpedo bombers attacked to north of Marsa 
Matruh the Force B in two resumptions: three torpedo bombers at 15:05 and another two at 15:40. 
In both the actions they could not state results, because they were violently contrasted by emery 
fighters who hit all three aircrafts of the first wave and shot down one of the two of the second 
wave. The pilot of this aircraft (Captain Marini) was retrieved by a German submarine with his 
companions flight. 


e) Appreciations on results achieved. 

According to the impressions of the pilots, the damages provoke in the three days of action 
would have been: 

- sunk: 1 Cr -1 DD -1 escort ship -5 SS 

- hit: 4 Cr -2 DD -3 SS. 

Moreover another 2 ships would have been hit by a German submarine. 

In total, if they exclude the DD, the thought hit or sunk ships were more than those exiting 
from the ports. 

On the base of these appreciations the Bulletin of war of 17 February n. 625 was 
circulated: 

"A brilliant success has been achieved from aerial and naval means of the Axis taken part 
in effective harmonica collaboration from the several bases of the Mediterranean. A large enemy 
convoy, articulated in more groups and powerfully escorted, surprised by our recognition in the 
attempt to reach Malta from Alexandria, has been repeatedly attacked and in destroyed part; in 
forced part to reverse the route. 

"In the actions of the 13, 14, 15 they turn out altogether sunk 7 steamboats, a DD, one 
corvette; damages 8 steamboats, 5 cruisers, 2 DD; destroyed 2 airplanes ". 

The bulletin elevated, without some reason if not that propagandistic, results appreciated 
from Superaereo, giving a good 15 steamboats between sunk and damaged! 
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Un «maiales allattacco di una nave. 


7-A "pig" to attack one ship 
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Passaggio di «maiali» attraverso una rete protettiva. 


8 - Passage of "pigs" through a protecting net 
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Nevertheless if it had been said simply that, of the 3 steamboats that left, none had arrived 
at destination, one would have said the truth with equal succeeding of satisfaction of the public 
opinion. 


J) Considerations of the British side. 

Cunningham admiral therefore comments the consequences of the failed operation: 

"The failure of this shipment for Malta provoked one the most serious situation. The 
Chiefs of general staff at home were perfectly conscious of the danger, because they had received 
communications from General Dobbie, Governor of Malta. On 27 February sent a message to the 
Committee of defense of the Middle East in order to expose their ideas. In it they made present 
that, also to maintain the island which line of departure of the hindering aircrafts the Italian traffic, 
the more drastic provisions would have been it justified. (I will say for incidence that if does not 
turn out someone has proposed to abandon Malta. Navy, not sure). The Chiefs of the G. S. 
continued with saying that it was not possible to resupply Malta from the west and that our 
possibilities to resupply it from east would be depended on an advance in Cyrenaica. They thought 
that the situation of Malta became dangerous towards the beginning of May, in case were not 
passing another convoys to you. They thought that, in the dark period of April, we would have had 
pigs in such conditions to be able to sending to Malta a convoy with a cargo truly essential and 
sufficient materials to constitute reservoirs many more abundant than those, in truth insufficient, 
already on the place. They proposed also to since make an attempt to do so in March and us not 
worry of the risk for the ships and that - while the operation was in action - we would have had to 
consider it like our first military task, meaning "the military" word in its wider meaning. 

"The opinions of the Chiefs of the G.S. of London agrees perfectly with the ideas more 
times expressed from the Navy. However in February nearly was ended and seemed extremely 
improbable advance order to get hold of the airfields of the Cyrenaica for the black period of 
April". 
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g) Considerations of the Italian Commanders. 

Of the considerations made from Admiral de Courten we bring back two, concerning two 
important issues. 

First regarded the service of interception of the opposing communications from aboard of 
the ships (service I.E.), by now in use after the happy experiment made on the Vittorio Veneto 
during the Operation Gaudo. 

For operation M.F.5 an interception nucleus had been boarded - decrypted on the Duilio 
and another nucleus was found on the Gorizia: this, because the two ships flagship were located in 
different bases. 

The return of the Duilio to Taranto, Admiral de Courten remained Comandante Superiore 
at sea without having aboard just a nucleus. 

"The attack not has taken us by surprise - wrote Admiral de Courten, referring to the 
attack torpedo bomber of the first hours of the 16" - but the indications receipts had been therefore 
insufficient not to allow to a priori appreciate the imminence of the action torpedo bombers. 
Returning to the base, they have come to acquaintance who the group foreign interceptions of the 
Duilio instead had collected [ being in port ] much more wide elements from which turned out not 
only the imminence of an offensive action, but also the position of the sighting reconnaissance 
aircraft, the number and the characteristics of the aircraft participants, the order of beginning of the 
launch of flares, etc. 

"This circumstance is worth of for if same putting in relief the necessity to arrange a group 
I.E. aboard of all the flagship; I say aboard because - given the nature of the LE. service - it badly 
lend to communications between ship and ship... During all the mission I have felt the handicap 
deriving from the lack of IE. group to my directed contact, therefore from having the 
considerations and the comments interpreted you from part of the officer to the group pre-placed 

Admiral de Courten probably referred also to much written by Admiral Parona, who was 
on the Gorizia: 

"The enemy r.t. traffic during the mission has been in the insufficient and indecipherable 
complex... The truly specific phase has had beginning with along telegram in two parts, 
transmitted to 
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20:20 of the 15" from an ship felt very close (probably a submarine) and that it has given the 
discovery feeling (picked up on hydrophones?) of our formation: news transmitted to the Aosta at 
20:32. 

"At 01:13 of the 16" a telegram PAPA directed to a nocturnal reconnaissance aircraft has 
been intercepted, telegram that has been intercepted like order of search of the formation. A 
telegram transmitted from the airplane at 03:10 with "operating" characteristic has made to think 
happened the next sight and the offensive phase. (News not transmitted to the Aosta, because 
reached the bridge at the same time the warning transmitted from Supermarina at 03:25). At 04:50 
has been intercepted an order of ignition of a flare given to the nocturnal reconnaissance aircraft 
from an aircraft of unknown type (news not transmitted to the Aosta, because soon after they have 
ignited first flare)...". 

The second consideration concerned the aerial-naval cooperation: 

"The participation of aviation from Germanic fighters for the service of aerial escort has 
been always most useful and timely: to the first light of the dawn, it is the morning of the 15" is 
that one of the 16", signal luminous of acknowledgment launch from the Germanic airplane, when 
still it was not possible to see the apparatuses not even to short distance, have revealed the 
presence of the fighters in the sky of the formation; and this has been element particularly 
tranquilizer the morning of the 16", when the interceptions made to preview imminent another 
torpedo bomber attack at dawn, in sure not easy conditions of light for the "Aosta" Group. 

"Also the service of aerial escort and antisubmarine escort from part of the units of 
Armera and the maritime reconnaissance has been carried out in a highly satisfactory way...". 

Admiral Jachino, in commenting the report of Admiral de Courten, wrote that "it would be 
sure useful that the Comandante Superiore at sea and kind all the Commanders of Division always 
had aboard a LE. group. I do not hide but the difficulties to supply to the institution of a similar 
service, much more holding account of the necessity of frequent rotation of personnel between 
onboard and on land in order to only maintain obtainable the high technical rendering [ being to 
Center LE. of Rome J..." 
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22" - Attempted late contrast of our operation "V.5" 

This operation has been described to the end of the paragraph 19" and it was carried out 
from the 7 to 11 March. 

Admiral Cunningham therefore tells, in his book of memories, the late attempted British 
reaction, taking the movements from the general situation in which British Navy in that period was 
found. 

"In March 1942 the enemy increased to his aerial attacks in all the zones. In particular 
Malta crossed a deadly period meeting many difficulties in order to hold efficient the airfields. 

"Also Tobruk, to cause of the insufficient protection of the fighters, endured violent 
attacks; and to the beginning of the month a enough violent attack against the zone of the Suez 
Canal was carried out also, fortunately without to cause interruptions in the traffic of the ships. 

"For how much it regarded Navy, our problems were on in order down always the same 
ones: in fact our main tasks were the interception of the enemy traffic, the supplying and the 
maintenance of the Army. 

"To the March principle we had information of the not far departure of a convoy, but you 
will not succeed to having news of the effective departure to cause of the in-utilization of the 
airports of Malta. When the be able to leave reconnaissance aircraft on 7 March with 
approximately 5 hours of delay on the previewed one, the convoy were not localized, probably 
because the search had been executed too much towards north. The convoy did not come sighted 
not even on 8 March. However 9 March the airplane of Malta discovered an unit of cruisers and 
DD with 4 cargo vessels approximately 200 miles to south-southeast of Malta, with route towards 
cargo vessels approximately 200 miles to south- southeast of Malta, with route towards the 
northwest, directed toward home. It was clearly that the convoy directed to south was already a lot 
ahead on the route for Tripoli; that it was confirmed soon after, when it came sighted a group of 8 
DD and 5 cargo vessels near the African coast with route the west in direction of Tripoli. 

"In the afternoon of same the 9" a group of airplane "Beaufort" of Malta attacked the 
convoy directed to the north, asserting to have hit with torpedo a cruiser, setting afire it. After 
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sunset was delivered another two attacks. The convoy was found; but in the first case the dusk 
prevented every attack. In the other only three "Wellington", on twenty takes off, were able to 
attack with bombs attributing itself some hits. That was not at all satisfactory. 

"To Alexandria, more than 800 miles than distance, our cruisers and all the DD available 
were ready to move, when the news reached us that had been torpedoed a cruiser. To reason of a 
difficulty to assure the aerial escort, they would not have sailed before the 04:00 of 10 March, 
therefore to find itself to the twilight near Tobruk and to journey in the most dangerous zone to the 
west during the nocturnal hours. 

"The formation was under the command of Admiral Vian, boarded on the Naiad. No 
contact could be established with some damaged enemy cruiser. The occasion was picked however 
in order to make to come via from Malta the cruiser Cleopatra, hardly reached from Gibraltar, and 
the DD Kingston, which became a member of to the ships of Vian during his navigation of return 
towards Alexandria. I will say, for recorded, than the Cleopatra it had had an acceptance a little 
rude arriving to Malta: it had been hit from a bomb on the forecastle, just while it entered the Gran 
Harbour. 

"The forces of Vian continuously were bombed the day during navigation of return, while 
they were in waters between Crete and the Cyrenaica; but they did not endure damages. The 
fortune did not continue to assist Vian, because during the evening the Naiad was hit amidships 
from a torpedo of a U-boote. It listed strongly and it sank in 20 minutes, with the loss of 82 men. 
The same Vian with the officials and the men survivors were collected by the DD Jervis, Kipling 
and Lively. As I wrote little days after to the First Lord of the Sea: "Serious loss that one of the 
small Naiad. An arm much efficient one handled from moral staff much elevating. The four 
cruisers had been from the 9" at 18:30, without to endure damages, attack to you from air forces, 
in order then ran into a submarine: truly disagreeable. The American official of connection, was to 
edge and an ankle was badly fractured, said to me that the behavior of the crew, while the ship 
sank, was magnificent". Commander of the Naiad was Captain Guy Grantham, returned from the 
temporary destination in the western desert as connection official. Three days 
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after, when Vian raised his standard on the Cleopatra, taken to Grantham who was the flag 
commander. 

"The entire operation constituted a certain one succeeding for the adversary, that it 
succeeded to achieve a good market of the offensive air forces of Malta not be able to validate. 

"I wrote to the Admiralty that the experience had taught that Malta had adequately be 
protected from the aerial attacks (by means of more fighters) if wanted that the recognition was 
efficient, since the zones covered from the recognition of Malta were outside of the range of the 
Squadron n. 201 of Naval cooperation with the of base to Alexandria; that the reconnaissance 
aircraft in the Middle East were too much few in order to assure a valid exploration in the Central 
Mediterranean; that they were necessary other "Wellington" and better trained, in order to attack 
with effectiveness the enemy convoys... At the same time I brought to light the work of the 
aircrafts available, lend without saving, with particular regard to the "Beaufort" worthy of every 
praise. But until they were not arrived aerial reinforcements, we could not have hoped to arrest to 
the traffic between Italy and the Libya. In the specific case, the important convoy directed to south 
had not been sighted before that it was near the coast of the Tripolitania and it had not been 
attacked ". 

From our part, reconnaissance aircraft of X CAT had sighted the forces of Admiral Vian at 
11:00 of 10 March to north of Marsa Matruh, and in the afternoon the recognition on Malta had 
found the port was missing a cruiser and a DD (that is of the Cleopatra and the DD Kingston). 

Supermarina with Superaereo and with the O.B.S. (German Armed forces high command 
of the South, with Marshal Kesselring), made the hypothesis that he was be a matter of a refueling 
of Malta with fast light ships, which the Cr and the DD escapes from Malta went encounter, or it 
was be a matter of an attempt of attack of our ships given for damaged from the aircrafts of Malta 
(of which it had been intercepted and decrypted the dispatch) the day before, as a result of the 
action from they executed against our Division that returned to the bases with the convoy of return 
from Tripoli (see operation "V. 5"). 

One is inasmuch as second the hypothesis were that true one, even if then was thought less 
reliable. 
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In any case, Superaereo - received the news of the sight from part of X CAT - arranged for 
the day the wide recognitions with aircrafts of the Aegean, of Cyrenaica and Sicily, and the 
preparation of the air forces for attack. 

Discoveries newly, the forces of Vian were seven times attacked between 11:00 and 18:15 
of the day: five times from German bombers and twice from aerial torpedo bombers of the 
Aegean. During the attack torpedo bombers of 16:00, bombers "Ju.88" took part also, that they 
judged of respective to have torpedoed a cruiser and to have hit another with one bomb. 

The new evidence of the difficulty was this n™ to hit from high the ships in motion and of 
the optimism of the combatants of the air on the results they achieved. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE SIRTE (22 March 1942) 


23" - The genesis 

a) British preparations. 

Admiral Cunningham writes in its autobiographic book, to which many times we have 
resorted: 

"In March out thoughts were mainly concentrated on getting a convoy through to Malta. 
As [ have already written, the Chiefs of Staff of London had pointed out that it was the primary 
military commitment for all and the three Services. [see paragraph 21, codicil f]. Four ships had 
been assembled and loaded, one of them being the H.M.S. Breconshire - officially described as a 
‘commissioned auxiliary supply ship’, which had made the dangerous passages to Malta and back 
more often than any other ship. The names of the others, which, with those of other merchant 
vessels which carried supplies to beleaguered Malta from east or west, deserve to live in annals of 
the Merchant marine and Royal Navies. On this occasion they were the Clan Campbell, which had 
been knocked out of the previous convoy through bomb damage, the Pampas, and a stouthearted 
Norwegian called the Talabot.” 

"It had been arranged that all three Services should make special efforts to get the convoy 
through. The Army was to make a feint advance to threaten the enemy airports, and thus to divert 
hostile aircraft from attacking the convoy. The R.A.F. was to attack aerodromes in Crete and 
Cyrenaica to keep aircraft grounded. Fighter aircrafts were to cover the convoy as far as 
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Possible, which they did until 9 a.m. of the 22" March, when they were operating a full 300 miles 
from their base. Number 826 Naval Air Squadron, working with the R.A.F., was to bomb Derna in 
the nights of the 20" - 21“ and 21“ and 22", in order assist in creating a diversion. Air 
reconnaissance and air striking forces were arranged from Libya and Malta". 

The experience completed between 12 and 15 February, in occasion of the transfer of the 
convoys M.W.9 and M.E.10 (operation "M.F.5", described in paragraph 21) had taught to the 
Commander of the M. F. that, in order to avoid to endure losses of 14 analogous ships to those 
which took place in February, was opportune to concentrate in an only device of march transport 
and protection forces, rather than to make to leave the steamboats in groups. 

Therefore it was decided that the convoy, countersigned with the acronym M.W.10, was 
held united for all the transverse, than all the forces available were engaged for insuring the 
passage, that day was strengthened the escort at dawn of the 3™ day with Force K sailing from 
Malta. The route was chosen in a way: 

- to arrive at Malta at dawn; 

- to find at sunset of the 2™ day as much as possible to the west, compatibly with 
condition for remaining during the diurnal hours within the range of the combat aircrafts of great 
autonomy; 

- to draw away a presumable insufficiency of the Italian aerial recognition in the zone 
between Crete and the Cyrenaica, also in order to avoid the probable zones of ambush of 
submarines; 

- to keep itself to the south during the distance in the central Mediterranean basin, in order 
to increase the distance that the opposing forces of surface would have had to cover if they had 
tried to intercept the convoy. 

In order to reduce the entity of the aerial attacks against the convoy it was established that 
the 8"" Army had, on the 2" day, to execute a feint advance (operation "Fullsize"). Hopping 
therefore to polarize on land the attention of the Italian air forces and consequently to save the 
convoy from any attack. 

At the same time the R.A.F. had to attack with maximum possible violence the airports of 
the Cyrenaica and Crete. For the 3" 
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when the interception of the shipment from part of surface forces would have been possible, ready 
anti-ship aerial units had to be held. 

Also cruises of cover with two submarines to south of Messina and with another four in 
the gulf of Taranto were established. 

Since to Malta not there were sufficient forces for the escort, it was previewed that a part 
of the escort coming from Alexandria remained with the convoy until the arrival at Malta. For such 
task they came designates the CL Carlisle and 5 DD for escort of the "Hunt" class. 

On the basis of the general plan of operation Admiral Vian therefore had established 
presupposed strategic on which meant to regulate himself during the entrusted mission: 

- The convoy, if ever it had been able to reach Malta, had to arrive least an hour of the 
rising of the sun; 

- Force B could not have re-supplied itself with naphtha at Malta; 

- on the 22™ could not be made the assignment of the aerial recognition of Malta. 

Consequently navigation, until the encounter point with Force K coming from Malta 
(encounter established for the morning of the 3™ day, that is of 22 March), had to be lead with two 
fundamental criteria: 

- to follow, if such discoveries, routes not ever bring back the formation on the extension 
of the last direction of marked march from opposing reconnaissance aircraft, without however 
following covered that they carried outside from the range of the fighters; 

- to assure to the antisubmarine screen of the convoy a sure immunity from attacks of 
Subs, being continued to make zigzag the units of antisubmarine escort also when the steamboats 
zigzag, in order not to reduce the speed of advance in the direction of Malta. 

At the same time to the relative operation convoy M.W.10, another will exit from 
Gibraltar of Force H. The goal of this operation was executed was that to reinforce the aviation of 
Malta in serious crisis, with aircrafts launch in flight from two CVs. 


b) Italian preparations. 


These were the consequences of the news reaching Supermarina on the beginning 
movements of the British forces. 
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a) The first news reached - as always - from Gibraltar in the morning of 20 March: the 
news concerned the exit towards the east of the BB Malaya, of the CVs Eagle and Argus, the 
Hermione and 8 DD with route to the east, making part of the Force H. 

At 15:33 of the same day the Sub Mocenigo sighted Force H to the southeast of Cape de 
Gata, launch three torpedo but it did not hit. 

The news, confirmed from the attack of the submarine induced Supermarina to decide, in 
agreement with Superaereo and with the O.B.S., wide reconnaissance in the Western 
Mediterranean; the Air force prepared the torpedo bombers of Sardinia for the case that the 
opposing forces had entered into their range; the possibility of participation of our naval ships was 
excluded, with the exception of two submarines already at sea. 

b) the Sub Platino) in ambush between Crete and Cyrenaica, launched at 17:05 of 21 
March signal of the discovery, executed at 16:30, of a group constituted of 1 CL, 4 DD and 3 MS 
to 48 miles for 210° from Gaudo, with route 320° and 14 knots. Said unit made part of the convoy 
escorted from Alexandria which departed at 07:00 of the previous day, 20 March, that Platino it 
had begun to hear by the hydrophones until 14:20 of the 21°. 

Supermarina made at once (approximately 18:00 hours) the following appreciation of the 
situation. 

The convoy sighted from the Platino was definitely judged in the route for Malta; it was 
possible that besides the ships of the escorts sighted existed a group of support that, given the 
situation of the forces of Alexandria, could not be comprise of more than two or three cruisers and 
some DDs. It was not from excluding that in the night some ships exited from Malta in order to 
join the convoy the next morning, like could be presuming from a photographic reconnaissance of 
the Valletta, that it had found that under the side of a cruiser there were lighters for refueling. If the 
enemy had continued the route directed for Malta, it would have been found at 08:00 of next 
morning to the east - southeast of Malta close on the meridian of Agheila (the most southern point 
of the Gulf of Sirte). 

Soon after, that is at 18:30 of the 21“, Supermarina made its decisions. 

- Preparation and exit very soon from Messina of the Gorizia Group (A.D. Parona), 
Trento, Bande Nere, with the 13"" DD sq. (Alpino, 
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Fuciliere, Bersagliere, Lanciere), in order to arrive at 08:00 hours of the next day 22 March point 
B (160 miles for 95° from Malta). 

- Preparation and exit towards 24:00 hours from Taranto of Littorio (the Adm. Iachino) 
with the 11" sq. DD (Aviere, Grecale, Ascari, Oriani), with order to find himself for 13:00 hours 
at the point A (20 miles to the southeast of B point). 

- Exited from Taranto, as soon as possible, the DDs Geniere and Scirocco, that would 
have a small delay the preparation for getting underway (the first one because it had made damage 
to the transmission of the rudder and the second because it was in the course of some repairs). 

- Reaching point B, the "Gorizia" Group had to intercross in a zone of 20 miles of beam 
around to await in said point the results of the aerial reconnaissance. 

- Admiral Iachino would have taken his determination - independently the reached 
possession more or less the point A - based on the aerial reconnaissance. 

- Diversion, from part of the German Navy, towards the probable direction of movement 
of the opposing forces, of 3 Subs (U.73, U.205, U.431/) that were found at sea in order to reach 
points of ambush off the Egyptian coast, with the order to keep themselves in any case to the east 
of the 19° E meridian in order not to interfere with our surface forces. Besides these Subs in 
arrival, they were already in ambush the Onice, Platino, Galatea. 

- Put in state of alarm Sardinia and the coastal zones around to the Central Mediterranean, 
and suspension of traffic to and from Libya. 

- Deployed from part of Armera of 22 torpedo bomber aircrafts at Catania in order to 
operate in synchrony with the German "Ju.88" in the afternoon of the 22™; preparation in 
Cyrenaica of the torpedo bombers in order to attack the morning of the same day, as soon as news 
had been had on the enemy. 

- Preparations of the Germanic O.B.S. for the aerial escort to our F. N. and for the 
preparation of the bombers assigned to act against the convoy. 

- Agreements between Supermarina, Superaereo and O.B.S. for the execution 
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of wide reconnaissance in the center-eastern basin from dawn of the 22”. 

Superaereo put into effect the now cited understandings, giving in its turn the following 
dispositions: 

a) Concentration of the aerial offensives. 

- Movement of the 130" torpedo bomber group from Sardinia to Catania 

- movement of 14 "S.84" aircrafts of the 36" stormo torpedo bombers of the Sardinia to 
Sciacca (Southeastern Sicily); 

- movement of the 278" torpedo bomber squadron from Castelvetrano (western Sicily) to 
Catania; 

- Movement of all the aircrafts torpedo boats available of the Aegean Air Force from 
Rhodes to Iraklion (Crete), by means of agreements with X CAT. 

b) Reconnaissance. 

= Agreed with Supermarina and ordered the reconnaissance to be carried out from dawn of 
the 22”° ; 

- dispositions that every aircraft, carried out the discovery of the enemy F. N., maintained 
the visual contact with radio beacon functions in order to guide the aerial attack until were found 
from other reconnaissance aircraft destined to continue the task. 

c) Aerial escort. 

- Entrusted to [V Aerosquadra (Bari) end where possible for "Littorio" Group; 

- entrusted to II CAT for the "Gorizia" Group. 

g) State of emergency aerial-naval. 

- Ordered to start from 05:00 of hours the 22™ to the IV Aerosquadra (Puglia), V 
Aerosquadra (Libya) and Aeronautics of the Sicily; 

- ordered preparation on alarm for the torpedo bombers located in the Aegean. 

For its part the Command of the II CAT kept itself ready in Sicily 
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with the aircrafts available; as well as those of the X CAT in Crete and Libia. 

In total the Navy, beyond to the little aircraft embarked on the ships and to those of its 
own maritime reconnaissance, could count on: 

- Italian: bombers 10, plus one Stormo; torpedo bombers 42; strategic reconnaissance 
aircraft 32; fighters, 4 squadrons; 

- German: for the escort to the Italian F. N. and for the discovery and the attack of the 
British forces and the convoy, 124 aircrafts of the several specialties; for attacks on Malta and 
aerial obstruction to east of the island, 149 aircrafts. 

When already they had been taken these decisions and the relative orders were being 
circulated, reached Supermarina at 20:00 hours of 21 March the signal of the Sub Onice sent 
towards 18:30, that informed of the sight - executed at 17:45 - of a group of unit of imprecise type 
at 82 miles for 246° from Gaudo with route 305° and imprecise speeds. In the ambush zone, of the 
Onice there was gale and large sea from north-east wind, which it rendered the maintenance of the 
periscope depth and observation little easy. 

Supermarina, putting to comparison the marked discovery at 16:30 from Platino with this 
of the Onice, they deduced that it had to be at least two enemy groups at sea: in fact the second 
was distant from the first one by 54 miles in direction 280° and therefore - bringing back at the 
same hour the two discoveries - the two groups, admitted a speed of the order of 15 knots, had to 
be distant large way of 935 miles. 

The new discovered confirmed Supermarina in the conviction that had to be a matter of a 
shipment of supplied for Malta, but - knowing the situation of the forces of which could order the 
M. F., it still lacking of BB and CV - it did not modify the given orders, being one BB and three 
sufficient CRs to guarantee one remarkable prevalence of forces. 

At 21:30 the coastal seaplane station of Porto Pole (near Cape Passero) found noise of 
propellers of ships departing from Malta towards the southeast. Supermarina deduced that it must 
have taken to the sea the cruiser, photographed in preparation in the afternoon, (was a matter, as it 
will be seen, of the Penelope exiting with the DD Legion from Malta made by night). 
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While the deputy head of the G. S. of Navy, Admiral Sansonetti, - between 18:30 and 
19:55 - had had two telephone conversations with Admiral Pietro Barone (M. M. Commander in 
Sicily) and one with Admiral Iachino, in order: 

- to illustrate to first the telegraphic orders given and to recommend of the exact execution, 
putting itself particularly in contact with the II CAT in order to inform it that - as per agreements 
with O.B.S. - it would have had to try to give, if demanded, the aerial escort also to " Littorio " 
Group when this more had not been able to make use of the escort of the [V Aerosquadra; 

- to clear to the second the appreciation of the situation and the executive modalities of the 
dispositions taken, said that it had been pre-chosen Littorio rather than the Duilio, because faster 
and more resistant to the attacks. 

The Admiral Barone in his turn had said Admiral Sansonetti whom the recon of the II 
CAT had noticed in earnest preparation in order to exit from Malta a CL and a DD. 

Finally had the CAT been asked to continue to intensely strike Malta during the operation 
carried out and to consider as main target at sea the convoy rather than the escort. 


24"" - The strategic phase (Map n. 9) 

a) In the western Mediterranean the operation was get exhausted - from the point of view 
of the Navy - in the strategic field, in how much no naval unit concurred to contrast the march of 
Force H. 

This, departed Gibraltar at 03:00 of 20 March, continued towards the east, sighted and 
attacked at 15:33, as it has been said by the Sub Mocenigo to southeast of Cape de Gata. 

The morning of the 21" it was sighted from Italian and German aircrafts to south of held 
Majorca and under observation until the afternoon. Sardinia was put in state of alarm and Liguria, 
and against Force H was tried an attack with torpedo bombers, that returned to the base without to 
have been able to reach the objective. 

The next morning Force H of was again sighted and continuation until 12:30, the hour in 
which an aircraft of the II CAT sighted it 27 miles 
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Grafico n. 9 
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to south of Majorca and sent the last signal of discovery of the day. 

The launch of the aircrafts for Malta was executed to about on the meridian of Algeri, after 
a wait probably due to bad the atmospheric conditions in the Channel of Sicily, somewhat 
improved only in the afternoon of the 22". 

The necessity to reinforce the air forces located at Malta, in the imminence of the arrival to 
Malta of the convoy from Alexandria, had been determined from the damages received to the 
present aircrafts in the airports from our intense bombing: according to the interpretation of the 
photographies executed in those days from the CAT, beyond 60 aircrafts damages were found in 
the airfields. 

In the night on the 23" Force H was felt by the hydrophones from the Mocenigo in route 
towards the west and at 08:00 of the 23" it returned to Gibraltar. 

b) the British forces engaged in the operation, carried out between Alexandria and Malta, 
were: 

- Group of Alexandria (Force B): 

15" Cruiser Div.: Cleopatra (Adm. P.L. Vian), Dido, Euryalus. 

14" DD flot: Jervis, Kingston, Kipling, Kelvin. 

5" DD flot: Southwold, Beaufort, Dulverton, Hurworth, Avon Vale, Eridge, Heythrop 
(class "Hunt"). 

- Convoy M.W.10: 

Steamboats: Breconshire, Campbell Clan, Pampas, Talabot. 

Escort: Carlisle (C.V. D.M.L. Neame) -22* DD flot (Sikh, Havock, Lively, Hero, Zulu, 
Hasty). 

- Group of Malta: Force K: CL Penelope and DD Legion. 

- Submarines: 

In the Gulf of Taranto, 4 - South of Messina, 2. 

- Air forces: 

Group of combat "Beaufort" from the Egyptian bases. 

210" Fighter Group from the Egyptian base. 

Aircrafts of Malta. 
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To these forces those cited in the previous paragraph were opposed, codicil b. 

c) At 11:30 of 19 March left Alexandria 5" DD Flot in order to execute antisubmarine 
sweep estimate between Alexandria and Tobruk. 

At 07:30 of the 20" convoy M.W.10 with its escort, and at 18:00 took to the sea the 15" 
Cruser Div. with the 14" DD Flot: Admiral Vian was the Supreme Commander at sea. He wrote 
that he delayed the escape of the Division "in consideration of the uncertainty of the 
meteorological conditions and of the naphtha consumptions" (1). 

While the 5" DD Flot had lost for torpedoing the DD Heythrop, sunk at 11:15 of the 20" 
by a German Sub 60 miles to NNE of Sollum. But, not having been able to state the sinking, the 
submarine only communicated to have hit it. The flotilla arrived at Tobruk at 18:30, it was 
resupplied of naphtha and it left again during the night joining with convoy M.W.10 at dawn of the 
21s 

At 09:40 of the same 21“ the joined the convoy also the 15" cruiser Division, and the 
whole continued at 13 knots, zigzagging along the march director 294°. 

At 17:05 a squadron of six "Ju.88" escorted by "Me.110" (in transfer from the North 
Africa to Crete was sighted by the convoy) and intercepted theirs signal of discovery. A quarter of 
hour after, that is at 17:20, the English formation was abandoned by fighters who had followed it 
since 07:40 of the morning. 

The signal of discovery, launch from the German aircraft squadron leader, was carried to 
acquaintance of Supermarina at 01:15 of the 22", that is with eight hours of delay. It gave for the 
opposing naval group a composition of 14 ships, among which three larger then the others, with 
route appreciated in 280°: position 40 miles to southwest of Gaudo. The great delay, with which 
the Germanic Command it carried the news to acquaintance of Supermarina, did not have 
consequences 


(1) "Seems that Admiral Vian was a little uncertain - Admiral Iachino comments in his Le 
due Sirti - if the operation could or not to be executed, because of the conditions of the weather 
that at Alexandria were not very optimal. He therefore, in order to save naphtha in the case of the 
return of the convoy for high sea, made to delay the escape of his Division until when, at 18:00, 
the information, probably had from the Carlisle, to make sure of the manageable conditions of 
weather along the western route”. 
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because already for a long time they had received the signaling of Platino and the Onice. 

When the English forces saw the aircrafts Germanic, were proceeding with routes varied 
between 290° and 320° and advanced in the sense of the director of every movement of 12 miles to 
the hour; in the moment of the sight the route was 290° and then they had the care to continue with 
varied routes that never did carry to them on the extension of such route, according to the directive 
criterion of Admiral Vian. 

d) The "Littorio" Group exited from the Mar Grande of Taranto at 00:27 of the 22™ and at 
24 knots it directed with route 150° along the axis of the Gulf of Taranto in order then to turn 
towards the south at 04:40 in order to reach point A. 

The "Gorizia" Group left Messina at 01:00 of the 22", with approximately an hour of 
delay, for the difficulties met by the Gorizia in the undocking caused by the strong wind. 
Therefore Supermarina, with a radio-dispatch intercepted by the Littorio and therefore carried 
acquaintance of Admiral Jachino, the hour of attainment of the B point delayed from the 08:00 to 
09:00, in order not to force the Group to be sailing at too much high a speed. 

The Group, after to have reached Cape Spartivento keeping themselves under the Calabran 
coast, turned at 02:52 for route 150°, directing at 25 knots for the point B. 

To this same hour they were exiting from Taranto Geniere and Scirocco, which however 
did not succeed to join the "Littorio" Group and not being able to take part in the combat. 

e) Since on this operation the meteorological conditions met by the Italians naval and 
aerial forces exercised a determining influence, we cite them definitely: 

- Sea: moved night on the 22™ - morning of the 22": SE forces 2 the afternoon of 22™ in 
increase: SE forces increasing 3-4-5 evening of the 22": SE high and then higher the morning of 
the 23": SE and then SSE very high. 

- Sky: overcast, low clouds. 

- nocturnal Visibility: Night on the 22": mediocre - night on the 23": bad. 

- daytime Visibility: day 22": until 14:30 variable without exceeding 25 thousand meters; 
after 14:30 around to the 29" thousand meters, during 
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the action inferior to 10 thousand meters, or null for fog banks day 23: bad. 

j) At 01:31 of 22 March the English submarine P.36 in ambush in the Gulf of Taranto, 
signaled the transit of "Littorio" Group, without naturally being able to specify the type of the 
ships: the signaling was to acquaintance of Admiral Vian at 05:18. "It appeared obvious - the 
British relation comments - than the convoy had been uncovered in sea and marked, probably from 
a submarine in the afternoon of the 21", beyond to the intercepted message of discovery made 
from the group of the"Ju.88" it sighted from the convoy to the 17:05 of the same day". 

The signal of the P.36 was not picked up by our service of interception, and therefore 
Supermarina account could not know that the adversary had come to acquaintance of the escape to 
sea of the ships departing from Taranto. 

At dawn of the 22™ the transfers previewed for the concentration of the aerial Italian 
torpedo bombers in Sicily and at Iraklion had performance. At the same time they were begun, 
with unfavorable weather, the aerial recognitions in the Central Mediterranean. 

At 06:25 aircrafts "Ju.88" they assumed the aerial escort of the "Gorizia" Group, and half 
hour later national aircraft that one of the "Littorio" Group. They were maintained in the sky of the 
ships until approximately 09:00 hours, in order then to make some irregular apparition, as a result 
of the progressive removal of the naval Groups from the bases. 

At 07:33 the Gorizia catapulted an aircraft, that it had the order to explore until 95 miles 
of distance the field comprised between surveys 143° and 174°; but after eleven minutes of flight it 
had to return, landing at Siracusa, for damage to the motor. 

Nearly at the same time unnoticed, at joined between 07:42 and 07:50 the Group coming 
from Alexandria with the convoy and Force K. The meeting happened approximately in the point 
lat. 34° 05' long. 19° 40’, that is to approximately 110 miles for 350° from Benghazi. 

As soon as completed the meeting, the complex of the ships directed for 250° in order to 
move itself towards south in order to delay the encounter with the ships exited from Taranto, of 
which news had been received by Admiral Vian at 05:18. 

While, since 06:50 had been suspended the zigzagging of the 


Page. 191 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
steamboats (but not that one of the escort and protection forces) in order not to lose way, 
proceeding therefore on the director of march at 13 knots, maximum sustainable speed from the 
Clan Campbell that was the slowest ship. 

However from 09:20 to 12:20 Admiral Vian replaced in route for 270° in order to earn 
towards the west, returning then for always to 250° with the concept to approach the as much as 
possible by nightfall the probability of an action with Italian forces, but of which Admiral Vian 
had no news because from Malta could not leave ant reconnaissance aircraft, and therefore he 
ignored that beyond to a group left from Taranto he had taken to the sea also an other group exited 
from Messina. 

A short apparition had made the British fighter between 08:10 and 09:00, being by now 
the naval units arrived to the limit of their range. 

At 09:30 they were sighted the first opposing aircrafts and at 09:35 torpedo bomber was 
developed to the first attack. Admiral Vian wrote that from that moment the activity of enemy 
aviation was continuous and of increasing intensity until sunset, and that he estimated not to have 
we employed in total during the day of 22" less than 150 aircrafts of the several specialties: 
number much next one to the true one, for how much not can documentary with exactitude, 
because us the relevant numerical data is lacking about the aircraft employed from the CAT. 

At 12:30 the division of the forces in 6 groups was assumed, as it had been previewed 
from the conceived and fixed tactical plan from Admiral Vian. It was based on concepts, from he 
therefore specified. 

Since, based on the strategic criteria, (brought back in the codicil a of the previous 
paragraph), the convoy it had to reach Malta very soon after dawn of the 23", had that it advanced 
as mush as possible towards the west, without to have towards south, possibly also during the 
combat with the opposing F. N.; therefore it was indispensable that the escort ships were free to go 
get free to encounter to the enemy in great part from the task of direct escort. 

In order not to risk to remain without sufficient naphtha to the return to Alexandria, it was 
necessary to reject the adversary before the hour of sunset, because if it had been able to continue 
towards the west the attacks during the night, it would be incurred in an excessive fuel 
consumption and the return distance would have grown tall. 
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For deficiency of aerial recognition the Italian F. N. would have been sighted, nearly sure, 
from aboard of the ships and therefore not it would have been time to pass from the escort 
formation to the combat formation, without a estimate change in the march device of all the 
complex. 

Based on these criteria already they had been made practices, since a month before, off of 
Alexandria and had been found that the better thing would have been that one than to spread a 
smoke screen between the convoy and the enemy, attacking with torpedoes - under the cover of the 
smoke screen - in case it had tried to cross it in order to throw itself to the pursuit of the convoy. 

In order to put into effect a plan of the sort the ships were divided into six groups, than 
they were delivered up to just 12:30 of the 22" when Admiral Vian had the feeling that did not 
have to delay the sight of the Italian F. N.. 

1“ Group: DD Jervis, Kipling, Kelvin, Kingston. 

2™ Group: CL Dido and Penelope, DD Legion. 

3" Group: DD Zulu, Hasty. 

4" Group: CL Cleopatra, Euryalus. 

5" Group: DD Sikh, Lively, Hero, Havock. 

6" Group: CL Carlisle, DD Avon Vale. 

The 6" Group was that destined one to spread the smoke screen. 

The DD subdivided between the six groups was therefore 12 of the 17 present (would have 
been 18, if it had not been sunk the Heythorp); the others 5, all of the 5" flotilla excluded the Avon 
Vale detached with the Carlisle) remained with the convoy. 

Admiral Vian ordered to the DD to keep itself ready to develop the maximum speed from 
14:00 and afterwards. Moreover it had already established that to the transmission of the convoy 
signal "ZLG" would have had to turn in order to go away and the groups to make mass against the 
adversary in all probability directing towards the north. 

g) We have left the Italian F.N. in route towards points B and A, in which the 09:00 hours 
and 13:00 hours the Groups "Gorizia" and "Littori " would have had respective to find 
themselves: just we have said of the catapult of an aircraft of the Gorizia at 07:33, the aircraft 
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that unfortunately it had soon after to interrupt its exploratory mission. 

At 08:16 was catapulted from the Bande Nere another aircraft with the order to explore 
until 120 miles of distance the field comprised between 124° and 144°, but it then returned to 
Augusta without to having sighted anything: at the moment of the catapult the English force was 
found but in a direction comprised in the field to explore, but to a distance of approximately 160 
miles with a movement direction towards the west that approach gave on the bisecting line of the 
field much small. 

The "Gorizia" Group journeyed to the height of the point B at 09:11, continued for 150°, 
reducing to 20 knots, until 09:48 and then it reversed course the attended route in of information 
on the adversary, as it had been predisposed from Supermarina. It did not have but intercepted the 
signal of discovery of 09:40, of which it will be said soon. 

While Admiral Iachino was expectant to receive news of the adversary and he was not 
explained as ever the time passed without that the intense and immense aerial recognition, which 
had since to be taking place at dawn, had made no sight. 

Finally at 09:55 it received the first signal, launch from an aerial torpedo bomber: "09:40 
Hours in lat. 34° 10' long. 19° 10' considerable naval force (15 ships) route 270°, speed 14". 

As a result of this information "Littorio" Group increased to 28 knots at 10:00 and soon 
after turned for 190°, assuming collision course with the enemy, determined on the base of the data 
supplied from the aerial torpedo bomber. 

Soon after - at 10:09 - Admiral Iachino communicated to Admiral Parona the data of 
position and motion of the Littorio, and to his demand it was marked that the "Gorizia" Group was 
intercrossing in the zone of point B, having in that moment (a little after 10:00) route 330° and 
speed 20. 

At 10:13 a second signal of discovery was received by Admiral Iachino; it came from the 
r.t. Center of Trapani that gave to the air the message of a reconnaissance aircraft of the 186" 
squadron: " 09:53 Hours in lat. 33° 46' long. 18° 55' five Crs, seven DD, seven SS route 300° 
speed unknown". 

This position, date to 13 minutes of interval from that previous signal, from there 
measured a distant 28 miles for 210°; moreover the route was of 30° various. 
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Of the two signals the first it was the much nearest one the true one of the second one; 
indeed exact as far as the route and nearly exact as far as the speed. Admiral Iachino, not having 
elements in order to give more credit to one or to the other did not change the decisions taken at 
10:00 and for having the more soon new reliable elements he ordered to the "Gorizia" Group to 
catapult a new aircraft, that it was that one of the Trento left in flight at 11:01. 

While the first attack of 5 aerial torpedo bombers "S.79" of the V Aerosquadra (Libya) in 
the position given at 09:40 had been carried out at 09:35-09:40, from which a "S.79" did not return 
to base. The aircrafts reported to have hit with two torpedoes a CR (probably c.a.) and to have 
observed large clouds of smoke and immense fire on the unit, and moreover with a torpedo a seen 
DD to list with fire aboard being stopped to make fire: instead no ships was hit in this attack. 

At 10:20 Admiral Iachino ordered to the "Gorizia" Group to direct to 30 knots towards the 
enemy in order to establish the visual contact and to communicate news, without however 
engaging itself. As a result of this order Admiral Parona turned for 160° and at 10:40 - after that 
the 13" DD Squ. was moved into position of advanced escort - the tidy speed of 30 knots was 
assumed. 

At 11:07 one took place a second attack to the English formation with another 4 torpedo 
bombers of the V Aerosquadra. They estimated in 23 the opposing ships, comprised 7 steamboats 
(in truth the units were 26, among which 4 steamboats), navigating for 330° on four columns. It 
turns out appreciated: 1 Cr of 8000 t. hit to the center by a torpedo; the 1 hit one to center by a 
torpedo; a torpedo burst between 1 stopped Cr and 1 DD placed side by side (?); 1 SS hit to bow 
by a torpedo. As now is known, no ship was hit, not even this second time. 

The "Gorizia" Group, while, continued to 30 knots, modifying the route from 160° to 
165°; at 11:45 it was found approximately 55 miles of bow to "Littorio" Group and had the 
cruisers lines up on the survey 240°, normal to the probable direction of sight of the adversary 
(that is 150°). 

From the sea a sirocco was become more and more agated, reaching force 5 quickly, as 
well as that Admiral Parona in order to diminish the torment of the DD judged necessary to reduce 
at 12:12 speeds to 28 knots, while "Littorio" Group continued to march to this same speed 
(assumed - as it has been seen at - at 10:00) 
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modifying the route from 190° to 180°, in order to arrive sooner next to the enemy, than — 
according to the new signaling transmitted from the r.t. Center of Trapani - had a route of 330° 
and not more 300°. 

In truth the director of march of the British formation was of 270° since the 09:20 and 
probably the appreciated routes, with wide approximation, from the airplane corresponded to 
transitory changes of direction for effect of the zigzag. 

Around 12:40 Commanders of the two Groups they will receive the much awaited signal 
of the aircraft of the CA Trento, which said of to have sighted at 12:20 5 CL, 5 DD and 4 
steamboats in lat. 34° 10' long. 18° 35' to 90 miles for 160° from the Gorizia, with route 285° and 
speed 16 knots. At 12:54 the aircraft rectified the news, saying that the DD was 8 and the SS was 
7; it communicated moreover that could maintain itself in sight of enemy (1). 

Admiral Vian did not have in fact any aerial escort. 

For the first time our F. N. found on 22 March 1942 faced an enemy Force lacking in 
aerial protection and - as he will see himself - in whichever shape of airplane-naval cooperation, 
as he put in evidence Admiral Iachino in his report. 


25"" - The pre-tactical phase (Map n. 10) 

With the reception on the flagship ships of the signal of the aircraft of the Trento, can be 
established that had begun the pre-tactical phase, which lasted nearly two hours: that is until 14:23, 
moment in which the "Gorizia" Group it sighted towards south the nearer elements of the opposing 
formation. 

This at 12:20 approached for 250° in order delaying the probable encounter with the 
Italian forces; at 12:30 - as he has said himself - the units were subdivided in the six groups 
previewed from the tactical plan and Admiral Vian confirmed the decision not to renounce in no 
case to forward the convoy towards Malta. 

At 13:32 they were observed from the English ships four red rockets 


(1) The relative position of the British forces regarding the Gorizia was very close to the true one, 
provided that reported to the point in which the cruiser it was found in the moment in which the aircraft had 
catapulted: to this point the air spotter had to refer, as was established from the norms. At 12:20 the distance 
was of approximately 65 miles. 
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launched from a "Ju.88", probable sign of Italian forces in the vicinities, although it was believed 
not be able to sight before 16:30 or of the 17:00. 

At 13:32 the "Gorizia" Group, because of the sea in continuous increase, turned for 180° 
and reduced to 26 knots, and at 13:40 directed for 210°. 

While on the Italian ships the following signal of discovery arrived: 

- at 13:35 from a bomber of the Sicily Aeronautics: ships in lat. 33° 50' long. 18° 10' at 
13:25; 

- at 13:58 from the same bomber, specifying that the sighted ships were 5 CL, 9 DD, 3 SS, 
with route 270° and speed 16 nodes; 

- at 14:03 from the same bomber, modifying to 5 CL, 15 DD, 3 DD the composition of the 
sighted formation (this information was, as is known, practically exact); 

- at 14:07 and 14:20: two successive dispatches from the r.t. Center of Messina; in the 
second it was specified that the ships sighted at 13:36 from an aircraft of the CAT in lat. 33° 50' 
long. 18° 05' constituted a considerable F.N., marching for 330° with unknown speed. 

Admiral Iachino noticed nearly at once the coincidence of the positions given from the 
Italian aircraft and that German at the interval 11 minutes: in fact the second position was moved 
of 4 miles west of the first, that is in the sense of the motion of the forces sighted. To the 
difference between the two marked routes (270° and 330°) it gave the weight that it deserved: that 
is, one of the two airplane had roughly mistaken the appreciation of the route, or the second 
appreciated route was a route off transitory correspondent to an evasive maneuver of bombs or 
torpedo or was a zigzag feature, being little likely that the convoy directed for NNW towards the 
probable direction of origin of our F. N.. 

In any case determined Admiral Iachino not to change his route (200°, assumed at 13:53 
after the signal of 13:35 of the bomber of the Sicily) until the "Gorizia" Group had not supplied 
given to it more reliable, much more than he wished to find himself to the west sure of the 
adversary at the moment of the encounter for being able to with certain way towards Malta. 

To this purpose, it wrote in his report: "If have 
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intentional to engage the enemy from windward, we would have had to approach on the left, that is 
against wind: now, already with route 200° we had been forced from the crescent violence of the 
sea to then reduce speed to 25 and then to 22 knots, and therefore every approached against wind it 
would have obligates us to still reduce the speed and remarkably, delaying the encounter. 
Moreover a similar approached would have carried to a combat joined cruisers on director 
southeast (135°, direction of the wind from sirocco) and it would not have in some way prevented 
to the convoy to resume undisturbed his route towards the west, that is towards his destination. For 
these reasons, also rendering me account of the disadvantages of a combat in position leeward to 
enemy (1), I have thought convenient to insist in the safety maneuver understanding to block the 
road to the convoy and to reject him towards the south...". 

While at 13,47 Admiral Iachino had ordered to the "Gorizia" Group of the more soon 
catapult another airplane for having to new information; of it he received answer that the Group 
had catapulted all the airplane which it had. 

Finally at 14:26 he intercepted many signals attended of the Gorizia, turned to all units of 
the Group: "Enemy in sight for 195°". 

While on the bridge of the Littorio it was meditated and it was decided as it has been said 
now, the "Gorizia" Group was arranged at 13:42 on a normal alignment to the probable direction 
of sight of the enemy, with the Gorizia in the center, the two Crs Trento and Bande Nere to its left 
on the survey 90°, the DD from the opposite side for 270° to 4000 m. of distance. 

From 13:15 two German aircrafts and two Italians they were found in the sky of the Group 
at 14:04 and a bomber and a torpedo bomber defiladed on the right side of the Gorizia assuming a 
route of 180° and shooting some bursts of machine-gun into the sea in order to indicate - as it was 
interpreted from Admiral Parona - the direction in which they saw the adversary. 

At 14:22 from the Gorizia they were observed on the survey 195° 


(1) The disadvantages, which Admiral Iachino alludes, would have been mainly two: the 
disturbance of the shooting for the water sprays; obscuring the horizon and the masking of the 
targets, which had a smoke screen which they developed and the sirocco wind blowing towards the 
Italian ships. 
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explosions of a.a. shells. In truth they were the begins attacks of aircrafts of the CAT, than they 
were followed — with the total employment of 52 aircrafts - in several waves until 18:40 (without 
obtaining we said at once, any result, although the 2 aircrafts appreciated to have damage SS). 

A minute later - with estimated visibility of 15,000 meters, sea from sirocco of force 4-5 - 
appeared still indistinct some ships and immediately after emerged from the haze the English 
formation uniform in three groups: the first one for 185° at 23 thousand meters (rangefinder 
uncertain) composed of 2 Cr (estimated as type "Penelope") and 3 or 4 DD ahead with route to the 
west; the second for 170° composed of 3 (apparently of the type "Dido"); the third for 160°, 
composed of steamboats and DD (estimates 5 or 6 and 6 or 7 respective) (1). 

What was happening in the meantime on the English side? 

At 14:10 the Euryalus (that it was in group with the Cleopatra, flagship - we remember - 
of Vian) had spotted smoke in sight for 353° and at 14:17 he had said that the sight was in doubt. 
From the Cleopatra nothing had been seen. 

At 14:27 the new spot of the Euryalus: "Four suspicious ships for 40°". At the same time, 
from the DD Legion: "One ship type unknown at 12 miles for 10°". 

Two minutes after, at 14:29, Admiral Vian made marks them "ZLG" and the English 
forces began the maneuver in order to constitute the six previewed groups, while the convoy 
turned for 210° in order going away towards WSW from the area of the imminent action. 

At 14:32 the Legion signaled another 4 unknown ships for 15° at a distance of 15 miles. 

Finally, at 14:34 Admiral Vian communicated to all his ships that he had ahead 3 
battleships, distant 12 miles. 

As for the sights made Admiral Vian never deduced that BB was be a matter of 3, it does 
not say it. It says but that the anticipation 





(1) Of the type "Penelope" there was only the Penelope; of the type "Dido" they were Dido, 
Cleopatra, Euryalus, the Carlisle was of the type "Cairo". The first four could at great distance to appear 
equal; more they give near would have been distinguishable for the artilleries (Penelope with 3 twin turrets 
of 152, of which 2 to forward; the others three with 5 twin turrets from 133 a.a., of which 3 to forward); the 
Carlisle had 4 axial twin systems from 102 a.a.. 
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of approximately two hours regarding its forecasts the surprise: but, as he has pointed out himself, 
it was not to acquaintance of the departure from Messina of the "Gorizia" Group and had based its 
calculates on the signalizing of the "Littorio" Group made from the Sub P.36. 
With the mutual sights of the two adversaries had beginning the tactical phase. 


26" - The tactical phase (Diagram n. 11) 

a) General Course. 

As itis found from the diagram n. 11, the "Gorizia" Group, after one first phase of 
ballistic contact with some opposing cruisers, has approached in the direction of the north, from 
which the "Littorio" Group was arriving; happened towards at 15:30 the union between the two 
Groups, the action continues, with general manager of movement towards the west and 
subsequently towards south, on slowly convergent routes, while English to the place setting of one 
driven in smoke discharging curtain protecting itself from the crushing ballistic superiority of our 
F. N.; from the curtain many ships of DD exit every, than launch torpedo they force every turns 
our ships to go away with consequent lessening of the tactical pressure from they exercised; at 
17:16 in then the Italian F. N. it approaches progressively towards southwest and south cutting 
decidedly after 18:15 the route of the English ships, that they are therefore obliged to approach 
also them for the south, disappearing in the approaching darkness. 

In this way, even if - as it will be looked at - the Italian F. N. has not succeeded, to cause 
of the high sea and of the poor visibility, to sink or to disable seriously some British ship, it has 
obtained the goal therefore described from General Santoro in its work many times cited and put in 
evidence, of the rest, from Admiral Iachino in his report: 

"The participation of the Italian ships, if these had also not succeeded to carry some 
offense to the mercantile ships and not to determine losses between the military units of supply 
and protection, had had most remarkable the indirect result that, the successive day, decided of the 
destiny of the convoy. And in truth, that participation, having imposed to a this last delay of some 
hour in navigation, made yes that it, instead reaching Malta in the last hours 
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of the night, was found morning of the 23™ anchored various the miles to south of Malta, exposed 
to the danger of renews aerial attacks". 

The tidy and exact reconstruction of the action us has turned out impossible, because to 
cause of the visibility of all the insufficient and the adverse conditions of the sea, the appreciations 
of the two adversaries were affections from errors. Moreover a British diagram does not exist; 
sketches of some instantaneous situations to intervals of time only exist (see diagram n. 2). 

Therefore we ask the readers pardon if the exposure will be able to appear here and here 
somewhat fragmentary. 


b) The first phase (14:25 - 16:30 hours) 

Therefore described Admiral Parona clearly to it in his report. 

"the order of the Commander in Chief of the F. N. assigned to the 3" Division ["Gorizia" 
Group ,constituted from the two efficient Cr of the 3" Div. and the Bande Nere] the task make 
visual contact with the enemy without to first engage with the meeting the Littorio. 

"In the phase of approach has been assumed normal alignment to the direction of sight of 
the enemy, obtained from the not always concordant news transmitted from the airplane. In truth at 
the moment of the sight the alignment of the Division was exact and the deployment has not 
demanded that the approached previewed [ for route 250°, somewhat convergent with that one of 
the English, but allowing to make fire with all the main artilleries ]. 

"The enemy cruisers, while the convoy came quickly hidden with smoke screen, have 
approached decidedly towards the Division: in obedience to the orders received have favored the 
enemy maneuver taking route to the north in order to carry the cruisers towards "Littorio" Group, 
as in truth has been taken place (1). In such phase the enemy cruisers came to discover themselves 
from 


(1) To this purpose Admiral Iachino in his book Le due Sirti makes the following 
clarification: 

"From these words one deduces that Admiral Parona did not have in appreciated truth a 
superiority of the enemy group with which he had engaged himself, and therefore he had 
withdrawn on the Littorio if not in obedience to the orders received. However these orders did not 
prescribe not to engage before meeting with the Littorio less and much than to attract the enemy 
towards the battleship; those orders only prescribed to take 
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smoke that their DD had quickly spread on the formation, and has been able - it is pure with the 
single aft systems - to establish the ballistic contact. I have observed in this phase one salvo of the 
section "Gorizia - Trento" on one of the "Dido" type cruisers, from which a has been raised 
persistent highest column of black smoke. 

"It is for the effect of our shooting that appeared effective, it is probably for desire not to 
go away from the convoy, the enemy cruisers have soon after turned first for the east, therefore for 
the south, and finally newly for the west. The Division has maneuvered consequently, maintaining 
to the ballistic contact with varying opportunely the distance in relation to the visibility and the 
concept to hold coupled the enemy without to engage itself in depth. 

"Always in harmony with the cited orders, when the enemy has newly turned for the north 
has still tried to drag it towards "Littorio" Group by now not very far away and with to which they 
are united to me at 15:23". 

To integration of this synthetic exposure we say that the shooting was opened from our 
cruisers from 21 thousand meters at 14:35 while they ran towards the north, that was intermittent 
according to the visibility or less of the targets, than at 14:56 the English ships began in their turn 
the shooting from 19 thousand meters centering it very soon especially on the Bande Nere, than 
but it was never hit. 

Admiral Iachino therefore commented this first time of the action, on the course of which 
it had received some signals informed him from Admiral Parona. 

"At first the single enemy group more close headed against the 3“ Division, but very soon 
to it others two joined 


(Note continues) 
contact with the enemy and to communicate news without to engage itself. The "Gorizia" Division 
would that is have had to maintain itself in sight of the enemy, to follow of the movements 
signaling them to me, and not to engage itself in depth until that the effective relativity of the 
forces was not cleared. 

"In my directives not there was some I point out to the opportunity to attract the enemies 
light forces towards the Littorio, since this objective was — according to me - superfluous and 
however unattainable. It was superfluous, in how much the enemy, bound cruisers to the supply of 
the convoy, not being able to escape to the Littorio encounter with if not abandoning the 
steamboats to their fate. He was unattainable since, if those cruisers had truly abandoned the 
convoy (as made to happen if the aerial attacks had sinks the steamboats), they were sure in a 
position to avoid the combat with the battleship, having superior speed ", 
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or three enemy cruisers. It turns out in fact that at 15:00 approximately the airplane catapulted 
from the Littorio it very clearly saw 4 cruisers and 9 DD that with route northwest fought against 
the 3rd Division: more to the south another cruiser was sailing with route 180° (1). 

"It is characteristic the fact that, as soon as sighted our units, mistaken at first for 
battleships [ interception of group I.E. ], the enemy is very fast covered in a smoke screen that - 
after only forty seconds - covered the convoy effectively and already dimmed a wide zone of sea 
to around. 

"The task that I had assigned to the 3" Division was that one to maintain the contact with 
the enemy, without to engage itself in depth and communicating of the successes to you to me 
movements. This task has been totally acquitted from the 3“ Division compatibly with the fast 
difficulty created from the extended one of the smoke screen: the enemy has been engaged from 
our ships whenever they appeared outside of the smoke, and a "Dido" type cruiser has been visibly 
hit by 203 mm projectiles. This is probably the cruiser that after 15:00 has been seen from the 
airplane of the Littorio, with route to the south, escorted by a DD and with long wake of outgoing 
smoke from the hull. 

"In this phase of the combat our airplane of boarded aviation have been able to explore all 
carefully the zone occupied from the enemy, given the absence of English fighter aircraft; the only 
obstacle that they have met was constituted from the a.a. shooting that it has turned out always 
ready and precise. Later instead the aerial observation it has become difficult because of the 
abundant and voluminous extended smoke screen from many ships, and that were raised until great 
height on the sea... 

"The combat between the 3“ Division and English cruisers stops towards 15:20, when the 
enemy expedient towards south waves to rejoin itself with the convoy, and the Gorizia sights the 
Littorio to the north. At 15:30 two Groups they gather: the 3™ Division comes that is disposed 
online of forehead on the left of the Littorio [ from the eastern side ], so as to assume a normal 
alignment to the probable survey of the enemy. It has been then left to 5000 meters distant from 
the Littorio, for giving to greater agility to a formation 


(1) After had communication from the Gorizia that the 3™ Division had catapulted all the 


airplane available, Admiral Iachino had ordered the catapult of one of the two aircrafts of the 
Littorio. It had raised itself in flight at 14:25. 
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that it turned out rather heterogeneous as types than ships. 

"In this moment the news of which we were in possession they supplied us the following 
picture of the situation. The enemy cruisers directed to the south to elevated speed, towards the 
convoy that wrapped by a smoke screen - it had probably had for the southwest... [ are inserted the 
reasons adduced from Admiral Iachino here in support to its concept to maneuver so as to cut the 
road to English, already brought back in the paragraph 25" J. 

"and always for the same reasons, at 16:18 having an informed airplane to me that the 
enemy found itself to 10° ahead on the left, to 30 miles of distance, with route 255°, in the fear that 
it could escape me ahead, I have approached for 230°. 

"In effects, at the moment of the sight from edge of Littorio (16:31), the position of the 
enemy has turned out moved of approximately 10 miles towards the west regarding previewed 
how much based on the information of the airplane, and has turned out as justified my prudential 
maneuver of safety”. 

We expose to now the events therefore as they appeared to Admiral Vian. 

Transmitted, as it has been said, at 14:29 the signal "ZLG" (followed by the beginning of 
the maneuver in order to constitute the previewed groups) (1) and communicated at 1434 to his 
ships that were in sight 3 Italian BB, Admiral Vian noticed, after approximately a quarter of hour 
of ballistic contact that was not be a matter of BB, and at 15:06 transmitted to all signal: 
"previously marked enemy Ships as battleships they are probably cruisers". But it could not 
exactly appreciate the consistency of our forces, to cause of the insufficient visibility determined 
from its same smoke discharging curtains. In fact he therefore expressed on this first time of the 
action. 

"Not hardly the groups were removed towards the north from the convoy, assumed a route 
to the eat making smoke, approximately at 14:35. To such hour the enemy opened the fire and the 
first blows fell very short at 14:36. "esteem that the enemy formation consisted of a cruiser armed 
with 203 and of three cruisers armed with the 152, navigating in 


(1) During the maneuver the DD Legion, that it would have had to constitute the 2"’ Group 


with the Dido and the Penelope) joined the 14" DD Float., constituted the 1 Group, and remained 
for all the rest of the day. 
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line of forehead on a alignment of approximately 2 miles of length, with route 200° (1). 

"At 14:36 approximately they had turned for the southeast; at 14:42 they were increased, 
therefore they turned for the NW, withdrawing itself finally with route approximately 10° towards 
15:01. 

"The Cleopatra leader of the 4" Group at 14:44 towards the adversary and to the 14:45 
Rear Admiral commander the 15" Div. same Inc. [ that is, Adm. Vian ] signaled: "Turn towards 
the enemy". 

"The Cleopatra and the Euryalus [ that is the 4" Group ] engaged a cruiser [ had to be the 
Bande Nere] from 14:56 to 15:09: hour to which the enemy passed beyond the limit of capacity of 
the artilleries. 

"The other groups were hinder from the smoke made in continuation from all the ships 
between 14:33 and 15:16. At 15:07 it was signaled to all: "enemy route 10°" [ it was the moment 
in which the "Gorizia" Group it was directing towards the north ]. 

"Towards the 15:09 an enemy cruiser turned for the WNW, engaging the 4" group from 
15:11 to 15:15 and centering it several times also after that it had withdrawn itself behind the 
smoke discharging curtain. That is probably from attributing to the aerial observation of the 
shooting. Against said ship the some salvos between the 15:11 and 15:13 were shot, and it turned 
to the outside at 15:15, as it made the Cleopatra. 

"At 15:35 the Rear Admiral commander the 15" Cr Div. communicated to the Commander 
in Chief [ Cunningham, at Alexandria ]: "Enemy rejected". 

"The route was assumed then 235° and the group leaders were disposed on the survey line 
310°-130°, at intervals of a mile and means. At 16:05 the convoy was on the survey 222° to the 
distance of 7 miles with route 270°, with the Campbell Clan that expired, protect from the Carlisle 
and the Avon Vale. At 16:07 forces of collision [ that is the not bound groups to the direct supply 
of the convoy ] turned for 270° to 20 knots and to the 16:40 they were 5 miles to left of the convoy 
[ the true bearing force-convoy 180° ]. 

"At 14:50 the Rear Admiral commander the 15™ Cr. Div., had 


(1) The route was of 210°; therefore the appreciation of Vian was very close to the true 


one. Then, as it has been looked at, the Italian cruisers approached for 250° in order putting in 
field all the artilleries. 
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ordered to the convoy to govern for the west, and this had turned for 270° at 15:00. 

"The Carlisle and the Avon Vale (constituent the 6" Group, particularly destined to spread 
smoke discharging curtains) had turned for the NE and spread a smoke screen between the enemy 
and the convoy, maintaining itself in contact with the forces of collision for means of it signal 
them optical. When the Carlisle saw to come towards the convoy, it maneuvered in order to join 
with they; but at 16:10 the Rear Admiral commander the 15" Cr. Div. signaled it to keep very 
close to the convoy. 

"During all this period we were object of violent aerial attacks, especially revolts against 
the convoy, and in minor measure against the collision forces. While these were being rejoined, 
the noise of the fire of the 120 of the DD "Hunts" and the Carlisle was truly impressive, and, also 
felt to the 8-10 distance miles, resemble to an uninterrupted fire of automatic crews. 

"Given to the violence of the attacks, Carlisle was asked at 16:05 al if it had a sufficient 
number of ships to protect the convoy from new attacks. At 16:11 the Carlisle answered: "No, we 
have consumed a third party of the ammunitions". And at 16:33 of the escort was the time of the 
Southwold [leader of the 5"DD Flot]: "Up to now nine attacks. Residual ammunitions for 120 at 
40 percent". 

"Consequently to the 16:31 it was ordered to the 14" DD FLot. (constituted the 1“ group) 
to cover the convoy from south, against aerial and naval attacks, reinforcing the fire a.a.". 


As it can be noticed, from Italian side it was thought to have hit a British cruiser; from 
British side the impression was had to have to that to make with 4 Italian Cr, perhaps exchanging 
for a cruiser the DD very close to the Gorizia while the others three DD moved outside to be seen. 
Moreover English attributed the good conduct of our shooting, behind the smoke screen, to the 
aerial observation; since this not was, that goes attributed to the good fortune that our ships had 
during the first time of the action. 

After all from this first time everyone of the two exited undamaged, also - for how much it 
concerns English - from the aerial attacks, although the CAT reported to have sunk a SS, hit 
another SS and probably a third during the attacks delivers between the 14:25 and 15:07, and to 
have sunk a second steamboat and to have hit another at anchor in the attacks succeeded between 
the 15:30 and the 15:49. 
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It can be still observed that Admiral Vian, in signaling to Alexandria at 15:35 that the 
opposing forces were removed, not being able the sure to imagine that they would be return in an 
hour with the reinforcement of a battleship. It had used in his telegram the phrase "driven off", that 
is "rejected", not being able think that tidy maneuver of the ships of Italian cruisers was be a 
matter of one. 


C) The second phase (16:31 -17:16 hours) 

Its beginning from the moment can be established in which, at 16:31, from aboard of the 
Littorio an estimated cruiser of the "Dido" type was sighted and the Admiral Iachino signaled to 
all the ships: "Enemy in sight for survey 210°". 

At the same time it was received from the aircraft of Littorio the information that the 
convoy to the 16:30 was being sailing for 270°, in thin out the formation, 10 miles for 240° from 
the English cruisers (the marked position was enough near the true one, reporting it to that one 
indicated from Admiral Vian at 16:40; only the distance was appreciated for excess, having had it 
at 16:30 to be of the 6-7 order miles). 

A minute after reached on the Littorio from the r.t. Center of Taranto the signal of 
discovery of an aircraft of the r.m. that it referred to at 15:30: "5 light cruisers, 6 DD, imprecise 
convoy 25 miles for 180° from the Littorio with route 315°, speed 14". 

This signal, referred to a situation by now past, if it probably gave to an exact figure for 
the number of the cruisers and of the DD to they more neighbors, was however far away from the 
true one because to that hour the collision force was directing towards the south, less than it did 
not have a route off transitory, not indicated in the relation of Admiral Vian. 

Before continuing, we open a short parenthesis in order to indicate which forces were 
found in the zone of the combat from 16:31 and after. 

As already it has been said, the DD Heythrop was sunk the 20" and the DD Geniere and 
Scirocco not able to catch up " Littorio " Group; moreover the DD Grecale of "Littorio " Group, 
for a damage to the rudder, had had the authorization to return to Taranto at 15:00 hours 
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of the 22", when already the 3" Division was fighting. Therefore the afternoon of 22 March 1942 
the forces in presence were: 


Italians British 
BB 1 - 
Cr. 3 5 
DD 7 11 
DD of the escort. - 6 
Steamboats. - 4 


At 16:37 the DD Zulu signaled 4 ships of not specifically type in direction 42° (northeast) 
to the distance of 9 miles with route not identified. Soon after the Zulu, constituted the 3“ group 
entirety with the Hasty, it began to then make smoke conforming itself to the movements of the 
flagship, but it was not found in conditions for fire nor some launch. 

At 16:40 two contemporary sights were taken place: from English side the Euryalus saw 3 
Cr for 35° to 15 miles of distance; ours 3" Division saw the enemy ahead and from the Littorio 
ahead on the left outgoing was views 2 DD (perhaps the 3™ group) from the smoke screen. 

Immediately the F. N. Italian explained on the right turning first to 90°, and therefore for 
290°, and then for 270°. 

"At the moment of the sight - Admiral Iachino wrote - the visibility conditions were 
already very bad and went continuously worse, aggravated from the presence of immense 
extended smoke masses from the English ships. In direction of the enemy, of which the smoke was 
seen every so often and glimpsing, and partially, the hulls, the apparent horizon extremely 
confused ". 

In this little propitious atmosphere therefore to a naval combat, the shooting at the same 
time was opened at 16;43 from both forces in presence. 

Also Italian the English groups had maneuvered at 16:40 in order to face the F. N., 
directing simultaneously towards them without attending signal "ZLG", that Admiral Vian it did 
not make because not more necessary. The 1“ group - for the incomplete reception of signal of the 
admiral - stopped to continue towards the convoy (as it had had order to the 16:31) and it was put 
to mask it with a smoke discharging screen spread between it and the Italian F. N.. 
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"For news lack on the enemy - Admiral Vian adds - the 1“ group remained for an entire 
hour without to know of the exact position, until to 17:45 of it did not see the blazes of the guns”. 

The first phase of fire was carried out from Italian side, in two periods, between 16:43 and 
the 17:16, against cruisers emerging from the smoke screen. In the first period (16:43 - 16:52) 
British groups engaged were the 2™ and the 4" and were hit the Cleopatra, that it withdrew behind 
the smoke screen. In this period the distances decreased from 17 thousand to 14 thousand meters. 

Admiral Vian precise in his relation that the Cleopatra was hit at 16:44 from a projectile 
of the second salvo of 152 in the right aft angle from the bridge (on which same he found himself) 
destroying centers for a.a. shooting, the director of the illuminant shooting, making to fall all the 
r.t. antennas less and a bundle of lines, killing an officer and 14 men and hurting another officer 
and 4 men. Then the Cleopatra turned for the west carrying itself within the smoke screen, while 
the fire at 16:48 stopped. 

The salvo Italians continued still centered for some minute, after the turn of the Cleopatra 
(as Admiral Vian reports always). This more was not hit, but a splinter of a projectile fallen close 
killed an other man. The 2" Group, than, lead by the Dido, had opened the fire at 16:44 against the 
Italian cruisers without being able to observing the effect for the blows of sea and for the fog, it 
imitated the maneuver of the ship flagship (Cleopatra, of the 4" Group). 

Also the Littorio had entered in action, from a advanced distance to that one correspondent 
to the jetty of the medium-caliber guns with which the British cruisers were armed. 

During this first period, from aboard the Italian ships the impression was had that some 
opposing DD covered the withdrawn one of their cruisers attacking with the torpedo: indeed a 
wake of torpedo would have been seen from the Aviere in its vicinities; but in the English relation 
not some in purpose is signal, indeed it is asserted that the propitious occasion to the launch of 
torpedo was not introduced. 

At 17:03 - after a pause of 11 minutes - Italian ships they resumed the fire, giving 
therefore beginning to the second period of the action that lasted until the 17:16. The shooting was 
directed against vague shapes of opposing units, of which the glimpsed blazes of the guns in 
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middle of the smoke. The distance was appreciated around to the 10 thousand meters. A torpedo 
passed of ahead of the Littorio, near the Ascari, and the squadron " Aviere " was sent to the 
counterattack firing and launch in its turn. Soon framed from the enemy fire, it received order to 
withdraw it turned for the north, while the English cruisers were seen to withdraw of again behind 
the smoke screen. The Italian ships stopped the shooting at 17:11, because the enemy completely 
was hidden by the smoke screen. 

To this Italian version the English version makes in part contrast, that it says: "Between 
17:01 and 17:12 the 4" Group vaguely engaged caught a glimpse enemy ships to the distance of 
approximately 14 thousand yards (12600 meters). The blazes of the enemy guns were looked at 
between the surveys 0° and 10° and projectiles fell around the 4" Group. Not being able to not 
observe the results of the fire [ English ]. Between the 17:03 and 17:10 also the 2" Group engaged 
the situated cruiser more to the west, of the three that fought against the 4" Group: this unit was 
identified for a "Gorizia" type. The Dido shot nine salvos and was observes blows hitting to the 6" 
and 7" salvo. Also the Zulu observed these blows to hit. The battleship opened the fire against the 
2™ Group at 17:05, forcing it to withdraw itself behind the fog at 17:07". 

The shooting English did not hit any Italian ship, but several salvos fell very near our 3" 
Division. 

No signal, as it was seen, to launch of torpedo is made from English: but our F. N. at 17:07 
- under the impression of wakes of torpedo sighted - turned for 290°, returning soon after for 270°. 

There is only - in the relation of Admiral Vian - a reference to an unfruitful attempt to 
catch up one favorable position for the launch of torpedo from part of the 5" Group: "the 
commander of the 22" DD Flot., with the constituent DD the 5m Group, saw to the 16:40 as 
something that it estimated to be two DD, but that is now thought was a cruiser, and it engaged 
combat. The enemy appeared hit, turns towards north and was not again seen. At 16:49 the same 
commander sighted two cruisers and the battleship, and continued to direct with the 5" Group for 
the west in the hope to reach one favorable position for the launch ". 

He could be that this group of 4 British DD, pushing for some time towards the west 
detached somewhat from the cruisers 
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he engages with our ships, had given to these the impression of an torpedo attack. 

Ten minutes later, at 16:59, the same 5" Group saw 3 cruisers and it engaged them 
directing for the northwest until 17:05, hour in which sighting the battleship it withdrew itself in 
order not to be overwhelmed. 

Before passing to the description of the third phase, it is opportune to stop on some 
relative particular to the second phase who we have not cited in order not to interrupt the thread of 
the story. 

At 17:04 the airplane of the Littorio, that it continued to observe the British units, had 
marked: "the steamboats are to the southwest of the cruisers, route the west, speed 15". 

The convoy in that moment was following to 13 knots the route 180°, because after to 
have proceeded for the west from 15:00 (Diagram n. 11) until 16:55, to this hour it had turned - for 
order received - in direction of the south; at 17:04 it was to south-southeast and not to southwest of 
the cruisers. That is explained thinking that the signal referred to the immediately previous 
situation, that was changing while the observer compiled and transmitted its message. 

From British part, Admiral Vian is interesting to notice like is not itself never resolutions 
to identify the real consistency of our F. N.. 

In fact reports that at 16:48 he signaled to his ships "a BB and four Cr on survey 35° to 15 
miles of distance with route 215°" and then at 17:08 added that the BB was accompanied also from 
several DD. In a note inserted in his report he observes some that the presence of DD was not 
confirmed during the Italian action all, who "at all is considered now (that is when spread the 
relation) probable that the DD was". 

Law still in the relation: 

"The 4"" Group, sighted ahead a cruiser armed with 203, engaged combat to the 16:43 
opening the fire at the same moment in which two enemy cruisers (with 203 and with 152) opened 
the fire against the same 4" Group. 

"The enemy formation then comprised 4 cruisers (probably 2 with 203 and 2 with the 152) 
disposed on one line of survey of approximately 110° a mile long, route approximately 230°. The 
battleship and two cruisers were more to the east, they also with route 220° - 230° ". It can 
therefore be deduced that English have only seen 7 
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of the 11 ships constituent of the Italian F. N., mistaken for cruisers 3 of the DD that succeeded to 
see on the 7 present. 


d) The third phase (17:20 -18:10 hours) 

This time was characterized from continuous heavy aerial attacks, as defined by Admiral 
Vian, protracted until the 19:25, of which the clean feeling to edge of the Italian ships was had, is 
for the passage to capacity of sight of groups of torpedo bombers and of bombers, it is for the 
intense visible fire a.a. to of over of the dense smoke that hid the ships attacked from the airplane: 
smoke developed without interruption until 19:13 (had been begun to the 14:42) and capacity from 
a wind of 25 knots towards our ships. 

At 17:18 the Italian F. N. turned for 240° and to the 17:25 for 250° reducing to 20 knots, 
in order to continue the wrapping maneuver of the adversary from the west side of; but, profiting 
of the fact that the English ships seriously were engaged against the aircrafts, at 17:31 it folded 
towards south (route of 200°) in order to lock more give the adversary close. While English had 
resumed to fire with great intensity and remarkable precision, also without to hit some of our 
ships. 

At 17:20 it had been hit the Havock, than, immobilized, he very soon succeeded to replace 
in motion at 16 knots: holding account of its handicap, the admiral ordered that it join with the 
escort of the convoy continuing for Malta. Soon after, the 5" group (which the Havock belonged) 
had made a new attempt in order to catch up a favorable position to the launch of the torpedo, but 
soon it had had to desist, resuming navigation towards the south. 

At 17:24 reached Admiral Iachino was the last signal of the aircraft of the Littorio, which 
it informed that the convoy was directing towards the south and that - for lack of residual fuel 
directed for the alighting at Misurata (1). 


(1) Remained short of benzene, pilot CAP Scarpetta and observer T.V. Micali decided to 
try the Misurata alighting to the north in the dusk by now very agitated, with gale from south and 
high sea. The alighting succeeded perfectly in the 19:40. Pushes towards the wide one in an 
atmosphere loaded with sand (ghibli), the two officers remained holding on of the aircraft for 22 
hours, until to the 17:53 of the next day 23 March it did not upset. The wind turned to north-west, 
always holding to the aircraft 


Page. 215 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

The action continued like a succession of episodes, characterizes to you from resumptions 
and from suspensions of the shooting, it influences from involuntary errors of appreciation from 
part of both the combatants, determines from alternatives removal and approach maneuvers: a lot 
was the difficulty of observation between the blows of sea and the fogginess of the battle area. 

At 17:27 a short fire action was had, to the limit of the throw of pieces from part of the 
English 4" Group, while the Littorio fired against a DD appeared for short time outside of the 
smoke. 

At 17:30 Admiral Vian "trying two ships, that he thought to be able to try to go around it 
to the rear, found itself to go away too much towards the east with the two of the 4" Group; the 
situation was reestablish by the 22™ DD Flot. (Sikh, Havock, Lively, Hero 50 Group), than alone 
held to away the enemy in order nearly half hour with one truly worthy action of note. 
Subsequently that came in light the two enemy ships, whose search had misled to me had been 
previously hardly hit and they had been withdrawn from the combat ". 

Since no Italian ship had been hit and many less had been ships detached from Admiral 
Iachino towards the east in order to go around leeward from the British formation, are not easy 
explicable the reasoning of Admiral Vian: or it, in the confusion of the impressions - justified from 
the gloomy atmosphere - believed to see that that he was not, or assumed with the Cleopatra, 
disabled from the blow received at 16:44, a transitory route towards the east for rearrange the ship, 
motivating this maneuver with the impression of a encircling danger. 

At 17:35 English they perceived that the Italian maneuver stretched to go around the 
convoy, passing to the west of the smoke screen, and therefore - beyond continuing to fire 
intensely - they will insist in order to make to continue the convoy towards south, while the 
convoy leader (who was on the Breconshire) stretched instead earning way towards Malta. 

In fact at 17:20 the Breconshire had made to turn the convoy to the west, but at 17:30 by 
order of Admiral Vian 


(Note continues) 

turned over, they derived towards earth and at 15:00 of the 24" - after 44 hours of 
debilitating hard work - they succeeded in adding to land exceeding to swim a barrier of rocks, 
giving therefore test of an exceptional physical and moral resistance. 
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it had resumed to direct for the south; at 17:45 the convoy leader turned for the southwest; new 
participation of Admiral Vian, with consequent resumption of the route to the south at 18:00. 

During all this time interval, continued the skirmishes - if therefore it is concurred to call 
them - between the counter opposing ships. At 17:40, after to have locked the distances with the 
turn for route 200° of 17:31, the Italian F.N. reopened the fire from 14 thousand meters on the 
opposing cruisers that appeared at times through the fog, while the shooting of these last ones 
continued intense. At 17:44 from aboard of the Littorio the impression was had to see a blow on an 
English cruiser, but from the relation of Admiral Vian it does not turn out that that has happened. 

Until the 17:40 the 4", the 2’ and the 3™ Group (in total 4 Cr and 2 DD) had continued to 
govern alternatively for the west and the east, hiding the convoy with artificial smoke, and the 
Zulu (of the 3" Group) had marked to a sure moment - exiting for a moment from the smoke 
discharging curtain - the presence of 1 DD and 1 DD towards NW and 2 Cr type “Trento” and 3 
DD moving towards the NE, but Admiral Vian thought, as always, than DD they were not any and 
that he be a matter himself of all cruisers. During this numerous period of time aerial attacks had 
been taken place against the convoy and some isolated aircraft also had attacked the collision 
force: but no ship had been hit, although the airmen reported to their Commands of having sink 2 
steamboats and hit another 2. 

At 17,48 the Trento thought of to have put a hit from 203 on the stern of a cruiser. 
According to, English, instead, the shooting was around to that hour very centered on the Sikh that 
- also without being hit - thought prudent, in order not to risk to being sunk with all the torpedoes 
aboard, launch two without being able some to observe the outcome (by it was not seen the wakes 
from our ships): we remember, to this purpose, than in the half hour between the 17:30 and the 
18:00 were the 5" Group to support the combat, in waited for that the 4" Group with the Cleopatra 
returned online. 

Although the distance was while come down to 13 thousand meters at 17:52 the Italian 
ships suspended the shooting, rendered impossible from poor visibility, while around to they 
continued to fall numerous the salvos of the adversary, than could obviously to continue to make 
fire with the use of the Radar. Soon after, at 17:53, they approached for 220°. The sea went 
increasing of violence and, being 
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approximately to the transverse on the left, it provoked a rolling of medium amplitude of 10°-12° 
for side on the Gorizia and the Trento and of 24°-27° on Bande Nere (1). Then, at 17:56 F.N. it 
approached to a time for 250° (therefore maintaining the guideline of the alignment regarding the 
adversary unchanged, that it was found for 160° to approximately 13 thousand meters of distance). 

At 17:59 Admiral Vian signaled to all the DD: "you prepare yourselves launch under the 
cover of the smoke", and at 18:00 other torpedo bombers they defiladed in proximity of our 
formation directing towards the enemy ships. Soon after, our ships once again observed the 
English fire a.a. to of over of the smoke and continued to see salvos to fall around to them, without 
however being able distinguishing the ships that fired. 

Finally, at 18:10, the Group " Littorio -Gorizia" assumed to a temporary route of 280°, 
going away therefore from the adversary who suspended the fire. 

In the ten minutes comprised between 18:00 and 18:10, while the convoy at 18:00 
reassumed - as it has been said — a route to the south, the English situation evolves ad follows. 

"To the return of the Cleopatra online (18:00) the situation appeared critical". Admiral 
Vian was informed of the dispatch of a group of combat aircrafts; but they did not reach the ships 
because their range did not allow it. 

At 18:02 the Cleopatra, emerging from the smoke, opened the fire against the Littorio that 
it saw for 310° to approximately 12 thousand meters. At 18:06 the Cleopatra launch also three 
torpedo approaching on the left and newly losing sight of the Littorio in the smoke. 

An attempt launch torpedo, made from the 2" and 3" Group in the same time returned, did 
not succeed in cause of the extended smoky zone, of the decreasing visibility, the wind and the sea 
in increase, of the crescent distance from the Italian ships. 

However Admiral Vian believed of being able to judge that from the successive positions 
of our F.N., this he must have perceived the attack, going away and lightening therefore the 
pressure 


(1) These, many straits regarding the length (169 L= m. 1 = 15,5 m.), high board and with 
large superstructures they were the ships less apt to resist the sea to flank that we possessed 
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on the 5" Group (around to which they were falling it projects from 381) and threatening little they 
give close the convoy. Instead the successive approached made to execute from Admiral Iachino 
had been independent from this attempt of attack, not perceived on the Littorio. 


e) The fourth phase (18:11 -19:00 hours) 

Was this the last phase of the action, interrupted for fall of darkness. 

After the launch of the Cleopatra and the attempt of launch of some DD, all the English 
groups continued for the east (removal director after the attack maneuver) in order to clearly see 
the situation to the eastern end (and that is windward) of the smoke screen and in order to cover 
from the northeast, if necessary, the convoy. 

"While he was obvious - Admiral Vian wrote - than the battleship and some cruisers were 
trying to pass leeward to the screen that is [ going around it from the west ], it was of the obvious 
par that the better maneuver for the enemy would have been that one to pass from windward [ to 
the east ] of it and that all the opposing naval force was not with the battleship, for which can give 
themselves that some cruisers were maneuvering in such sense. 

"Between 18:16 and 18:18, when the horizon could clearly be observed towards north and 
the northeast, no enemy ships were seen in such direction. Now can to think for sure that for that 
hour two or three enemy cruisers with the armed 152 had are withdraw from the battle ". 

All hypothesis, these, reasonable but far from the true one, because between the 18:10 and 
18:20 the Italian F. N., with the two Groups to short interval between they, continued to march for 
route 280°, coming for 220° at 18:20 and 180° at 18:27, in order to lock newly on the adversary 
and to force it to go away more and more from Malta. 

In the meantime the English groups went gathering with director of movement for the west 
and northwest in order to concentrate the offense against the Italian F. N., while at 18:25 the 
convoy resumed the westerly route for returning then for south at 18:40. 

At 18:31, on the route for south, the Italian ships arranged now online of Littorio with row 
in head resumed to fire from a initial distance little medium of 15 thousand meters in a direction to 
forward of their transverse on the left, while English made fire taking 
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i porto di Alessandria dopo lattacco dei «naialiv. 


9 - The port of Alexandria after the attack of the "pigs" 
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Battaglia della 2' Sirte: colpi in arrivo. 


10 - Battle of 2? the Sirte: blows in arrival. 
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particularly of sight Littorio and the Gorizia. Admiral Parona appreciated, from aboard of the 
Gorizia, to have hit with one salvo perfectly centered a cruiser, on the prow of which he believed 
to see a blaze and one column of white smoke; little moments after the cruiser disappeared in the 
smoke, but he does not turn out from the English relation that had been hit. 

Around to the same hour, 18:31, the attempt had beginning from English part to carry in 
depth the attack torpedo predisposed at 17:59, making to converge all the groups towards a point 
15 miles to southeast of the Littorio, the most important one (all important point) because situated 
between the head of the Italian F.N. and the convoy, which it was found approximately 23 miles 
from the Littorio towards the southeast. 

The 1“ Group (Jervis with the 14" DD Flot.), that it was going to the attack from the 18:27 
with route for northwest, sighted at 18:34 as soon as turned for the west at 28 knots - our formation 
that exactly identified (1 BB and 3 Cr on route 180°) to 6 miles of distance in direction 292°. It 
was advanced until 5500 meters, firing intensely and estimating (erroneously) to have put two hits 
on the Littorio; therefore it launch numerous torpedoes, after to have turned on the right at 18:41, 
and it withdrew. 

The Italian ships reacted with all the bores and the DD Legion (that it was the tail ship and 
therefore more towards south) it turned instead on the left and it was lost of sight from the other 
British units, hidden from a salvo of 381. Then emerged from the water columns with unchanged 
and visibly undamaged speed. 

While at 18:41 it had been hit in full load the DD Kingston (of the 1 Group) with 
development of a fire in one of the premises of the boilers and engines. It had to be arrested in 
order to tame the fire, assisted from the Kelvin that it remained close. 

The attack of the Group had the support of the shooting of the Cleopatra, only ship of all 
those that constituted the 4", 2" and 3" Group in conditions for seeing our formation clearly: it 
fired alternatively on the Littorio and on the Gorizia, according to the variable visibility and 
towards 18:46 it observed two hits aboard of the Littorio with a remarkable fire to stern (1). A 
minute later 


(1) From the English relation it does not appear clear if features of the same hits already 


are noticed from the 1“ Group, or of hits of the same Cleopatra. But from the text of our exposure 
it will appear between short of that what was be a matter. 
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Cleopatra was reached only 9000 meters from the Littorio, continuing the shooting, at 18:50 the 
Sikh (leader of the 5" Group) believed to see the battleship hit from a torpedo and soon after our 
ships they were seen to turn for northwest. 

The 5" Group, than lead from the Sikh continued after 18:50 to run towards the northwest 
in order reach a favorable position to the launch, was prepared launch to the 18:55 in the stern 
quarters of our ships that were by now removing; but, in cause of the smoke, only the Lively 
succeeded in be executing the aim of the torpedo tubes and giving outside all its eight torpedo, 
although at 18:52 a hit from 381 had fallen to it therefore close provoking with the splinters of 
projectiles the flooding of one of the inferior premises, destined to lodging of a part of the crew, 
and to block the torpedo tubes. 

Our F.N., opened the fire at 18:31 as it has been said, had perceived endured after the 
beginning of the maneuver of attack of the DD opposing that was advanced firing intensely, but 
had continued on route 180° marching to 22 knots. 

The combat, seen from edge of our ships, assumed a locked rhythm: at 18:43 the Trento 
estimated to have hit with 203 projectiles a DD causing a fire (was the Kingston), while the enemy 
DD was seen launch the torpedo from not more than 7500 meters. All the Italian bores were in 
action, comprised pieces from 100 millimeter of the cruisers. To the 18:45 the F. N. turned then in 
tempo for 290° (reducing to 20 knots) avoiding therefore the torpedo of which one it passed of 
ahead the of the Littorio little while others 5 or 6 wakes were observed in means to the ships. 
Another DD centered from a salvo of the tower from aft 381 of the Littorio (than having 
approached for 290° being able no more to employ the two forward towers) was believed hit in 
full load disappearing in the smoke (was the Lively). The blaze one of three pieces of the 381 turret 
set afire according to aircraft that was on the catapult. It was this fire that, observed from the 
Cleopatra, gave to Admiral Vian the impression to have hit the Italian battleship. 

At 18,51 Admiral Iachino (than ten minutes before had ordered to the Geniere -Scirocco 
section, that - as he will remember himself had left with delay from Taranto, to invert the route by 
now governing towards north being excluded that it made in time to take part in the action) 
ordered to all to turned for 330° increasing 
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to 26 knots in order to go away quickly from infested by torpedo and extremely gloomy for the 
advancing smoke, pushed out the zone from the strong sirocco wind. Just while the Littorio was 
turning for 330° was hit from a blow from 120 millimeter of one of the DD attacking in the 
gangway (scale) of the right, that type of parapet 1 was made bristle to the stanchion (constituted 
from vertical auctions between which steel cables run horizontally); the blow burst on the bridge, 
close to the bulwark, provoking with its splinters light damages. But the English did not find only 
these projectiles to hit. 
Between 18:56 and the 18:58 the shooting stopped from both sides. 
The English remained with the impression nearly sure to have hit the Littorio with a 
torpedo and several blows of the cruisers that she was of all the inexact one. The Italians were sure 
of to have damaged in this last phase two DD, that was exact. 


In this fourth phase of the naval action 12 torpedo bombers aircrafts took part type "S.79" 
departed from Catania, beyond to some German bombers. 

Beyond to these 12 apparatuses other aircrafts would have had to attack the British ships. 
But four "S,79", departing from Benghazi, returned without to have found the target for poor the 
atmospheric conditions; 27 airplane, of which 9 torpedo bombers and 18 bombers, locates at 
Sciacca not able to take off also for prohibitive meteorological conditions in the zone of Sciacca; 
for the same reason torpedo bombers had to renounce to the four action "S.79" located at Iraklion 
(Crete). 

The 12 that able to take part appreciated of to have obtained results - as usual - 
exceptionally favorable: sinks 1 Cr and 2 SS; hit 2 Cr (or 1 Cr and 1 DD) and 2 SS; probably hit 1 
DD. 

Three apparatuses did not return to the base. 

The attacks were carried out exceeding series difficulty for the violent antiaircraft reaction, 
for the poor visibility due to smoke screen, for the cyclonic conditions of the zone. 

The English relation does not mark it some hits of the aircrafts. During all the action the 
convoy would have endured 28 attacks. 
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27" - The breach of contact. 

Stopped the shooting, the British Forces continued to make smoke until 19:13, when it 
appeared much improbable that the Italian F.N., lost of sight at 19:00 with route towards the NW, 
returned to the attack given the imminent dark. 

At 19:00 Admiral Vian emanated the agreed order "Execution Operation B ", that he 
authorized the convoy to continue for Malta in diamond formation in order not to offer a compact 
target to aerial attacks that would not be lacking the morning after in the vicinities Malta. The 
Breconshire (convoy leader) gave at once the dispositions of the case. To indirect and directed 
protection of the steamboats they were assigned: CL Penelope and Carlisle - DD Havock, Legion, 
Southwold, Beaufort, Dulverton, Hurworth, Avon Vale, Eridge. 

To the Kingston, than at 19:09 it was successful to tame the fire and to be able to sail at 16 
knots with a single boiler, maneuver freedom was given in order to also go to Malta with the 
convoy. 

At 19:40 Admiral Vian, not being more in sight of the convoy and having certainty that 
the Italian forces more would not be returning towards the convoy much more than the Littorio — 
according to him - was damaged by a torpedo, decided to return with Force B to Alexandria. The 
weather was by now terrible, with squall from a strong sirocco, the wave motion of the sea was 
increasing and the residual naphta of the DD would not have allow to still remain a day in the 
Central Mediterranean west of Bengasi, for which it was necessary for the Force B to find itself of 
the most possible day to the east in waters of "bomb alley" (therefore called by the English the 
zone of sea comprised between Crete and the Cyrenaica). 

Therefore at 19:40 Force B turned for 50° and at 20:40 for 80° or with speed of 22 knots, 
reducing to 18 knots at 21:30 in order reducw the torment given from the sea to the hulls. 

For its part, the Italian F. N., that from 18:51 was marching at 26 knots for 330°, turned 
for the north at 19:06 and soon after Admiral Iachino the formation online of only row ordered to 
all the greater ships, with the DD in close lateral escort. At 19:20 the speeds was reduced to 24 
knots and from 19:48, to complete dark by now arrived, the two DD squadrons were put in double 
column of abreast of the ships: 11" DD Squ. on the left and the 13" DD Squ. to right. 
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28" - The return to Alexandria of Force B and the enlivened arrival at Malta of the convoy 

a) Force B. 

At 03:25 of the 23" Force B reduced to 15 knots and at 06:30 cruisers they had to invert 
the route in order to join with the DD, that they were remained behind to because of the high sea. 
The meeting happened at 07:00, Force B resumed sailing towards Alexandria at 14 knots. 

From 08:00 hours in then patrol of airplane "Beaufighter" in its sky had always one. 

During the day of the 23™ the speed gradually was increased with improving of the 
weather. At 13:00 they had reached 20 knots at 15:35 but to Force B had to reduce for an hour to a 
moderate speed in order to allow the DD Lively to repair the damages due to the storm and those 
endured in combat, returning to 20 knots at 16:35. 

In the morning some opposing aircraft was sighted, than it could not easy be removed 
because the communications with the fighters did not work well. At 16:10 the first attack of eight 
"Ju.88" was manifested, six of which concentrated their offenses against the Lively that was alone, 
astern to the cruisers. No ship suffered damages. 

At 13:42 Force B was felt towards south hydrophones picked up from the Sub Onice. The 
Sub put in motion regulating itself by the hydrophones and at 14:15 it saw a formation, that it 
judged composed of 3 or 4 cruisers with some DD of ahead and astern. The high sea prevented the 
clear vision to it and completes. At 14:33 the Sub launched approximately 3000 meters two 
torpedoes, that they did not hit, although it felt three minutes after a double explosion, continuation 
from four violent explosions of antisubmarine bombs. Of this episode not there is trace in the 
English reports; at the moment of the attack the Force B was approximately 70 miles to north of 
Derna. 

At 22,00 speeds could be carried to 22 knots, but towards the 23:00 the Lively was started 
on Tobruk in order to repair the damages, not being in a position to marching more than 17 knots. 

Force B was again attacked from aircrafts torpedo bombers of the Aegean at 19:10 of the 
23" and the 07:55 of 24 March; they hit in total - according to their appreciation -3 cruisers or 2 
cruisers and 1 DD. But in truth all the torpedoed missed. 
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The B Force entered Alexandria, undamaged, at 12:30 of 24 March. 


b) The convoy. 

The convoy, thinned out soon after 19:00 hours of 22 March, directed for Malta with the 
protection of the ships cited in the previous paragraph. 

During the 23", from the dawn until the 17:45 hours "Ju.88" bombers and 7 "Me.109" 
bombers they were alternated in the execution of offensive recognitions on Malta and the zone to 
south of the island. It was not possible, for the persistent impracticability of the airport of Sciacca 
the employment of Italian bombers; they could some employ the aerial torpedo bombers for the 
height of the waves, that it rendered the flight to minimal height and precarious dangerous the 
conditions of the launch and the water taken one of the torpedo. 

To cause of always adverse the atmospheric conditions and to the dispersion of the enemy 
ships it was not possible then to the Italian High Commands makes an idea of the entity of the 
forces and the steamboats in route for Malta, that if they had been true results of the aerial attacks 
appreciates the day before would have been destroyed 3 steamboats, they would have been 
damages from three torpedoes and bombs the others to 4 steamboats of the convoy (always was 
estimated that the steamboats were 7), it would have been sunk | Cr and it damages with bombs or 
torpedoes 6 Cr (of which 2 with two torpedo each) and others 3 ships not specified if Cr or DD. 
Therefore to Malta it would not have had to arrive that some disperse ships. 

The 23" instead the airplane obtained results realized, and other still the 24" attacking the 
ships to the mooring to Malta. 

Here which were the vicissitude of the second convoy the English report. 

All the British ships were subordinates to violent aerial attacks begin from a little after 
dawn of 23 March, also being they under the protection of the "Spitfires" and the "Hurricanes" of 
Malta. Several German aircraft were destroyed or damaged by the fighters (were the 4 aircrafts do 
not return to bases), that they forced other aircrafts to get rid itself of the cargo of bombs before 
returning not having been able to uncouple them in the attempted attack. 

The steamboats Talabot and Pampas, that they had marched well, passed 
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the dam of the port of Malta respective at 09:15 and the 09:30 of the 23. The Breconshire, when 
they only remained to it to cover last the 8 miles of its fortunate traverse, was hit and immobilized. 
The Carlisle and the Penelope made vain attempted in order to take it under tow and in the end 
had to give bottom off of the beacon of Zonkor. 

The steamboat Clan Campbell, than during all the traverse had developed an inferior 
speed to the other steamboats so much to have to renounce zigzag during their zigzagging, was 
found to dulling of the day approximately 50 miles to south of Malta, escorted by the DD Eridge. 
Soon it was attacked and at 10:30 it was hit from bombs: it sank quickly with the premises of the 
drive system invaded by the water. The DD Eridge collected 112 shipwrecked with a difficult 
operation of rescue, completed in two and half hours with the stormy sea. The DD Legion, that it 
had orders to join to the Eridge and to the Clan Campbell, damaged from a bomb falling close, 
was carried to run aground at Marsa Xlokk. 

In the night between the 24 and the 25 the military tug Ancient, with one brilliant 
operation of towing executed in difficult circumstances under the direction of the Capt. A. D. 
Nicholl (commander of the Penelope) with the attendance of the Head Pilot Murphy, carried the 
Breconshire to Marsa Xlokk. Ill-fatedly during the operations understandings protect the 
Brenconshire, while it was still to in the harbor, had gone on a mine the DD Southwold: but the 
bad weather had frustrated the attempts made for put in and the DD was sunk. The steamboat, 
attacked again at Marsa Xlokk, sank in its turn little far away from the Southwold. 

Therefore of the four component ships the convoy, only, two had reached the Grand 
Harbour of Malta. 

But the odyssey of the steamboats was not ended: under the continuous aerial attacks on 
Malta also the Talabot and the Pampas ended for being sunk in port (1). After all, only 5000 of the 
25,000 tons of cargo, left from Alexandria and transported with much risk and to therefore serious 
price, but could be unloaded and be saved. 


(1) In the operations of the days 23-24-25-26 March the II CAT executed in successive 
resumptions approximately 800 mission-aircraft, losing 9 aircraft. 
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The insistence of the aerial attacks imposed to make to disperse from Malta the military 
ships that to already were found and those more arriving with the convoy. Therefore they were 
made to leave in the following succession: 

-25 March: Carlisle, Hurworth, Dulverton, Eridge and Beaufort for Alexandria; 

-29 March: Aurora and Avon Vale for Gibraltar; 

-5 April: Havock for Gibraltar; 

-8 April: Penelope for Gibraltar. 

The departure of these ships, carried out under the continuous rage of the aerial attacks, 
the ability of the Commands at sea and on land represented an enterprise in which was engaged all. 
All the units caught up the destination ports, except the Havock that - for navigation error — ran 
aground at high speed near Kelibia to south of Cape Bon was rendered unusable by its crew, that it 
had interned from the French Authorities. 

The DD Kingston could not be repaired in time of the damages received on 22 March and 
was destroyed by the aerial bombs in the basin at Valletta. 

The activity of the Force K ended therefore that gives nearly six months was located to 
Malta, creating series worries and bringing not light damages to our Navy. 


29" _ The return to Taranto of the Italian F.N. 

The F. N. as soon as had assumed the formation of nocturnal march on the route north, 
ordered from Admiral Iachino at 19:48, when the Bande Nere communicated that it rolled in such 
way to run danger foundering and asked freedom for maneuver in order to follow route 60° (1). 


(1) When march to speed elevated with large sea astern or, worse, to the hip (or quarter, 
than to say wants) like in the case of the Italian naval force, a lot emphasized and the ships with 
special characteristics of stability rolls generally in way as the types " Bande Nere " can reach 
oscillations of dangerous amplitude. When the speed can be chosen, as it happens in time of peace, 
must go slowly. 
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Immediately, that is at 20:00, the admiral ordered to turn for 25° and reducing the speed to 
20 knots; at 20:26 he modified the route to 10° and two minutes later he authorized the Bande 
Nere to follow the route proposed to him, until he had believed necessary in relation with the state 
of the sea, and then to return to Messina. And commander of the Bande Nere was the captain 
Lodovico Sitta. 

The 20:34 the order of Supermarina reached Admiral Iachino to return to the bases. 

The effects of the sea were made to feel very soon on several DD, particularly worn away 
from the heavy services of escort to the Libyan convoys, which they were often assigned for defect 
of torpedo boats and ships for escort: 

- at 20:30 the Lanciere, able not to maintain the speed, was remained behind with route 
20°; 

- at 20,45 the Sirocco, for damages received, was forced to reduce to 14 knots continuing 
with the only the right engine motion; 

- at 20:45 the Oriani asked the Ascari to assume a route not inferior to 35°, because of the 
removal of a hatch of the premises of the engines; 

- at 20:54 also the Geniere (that was the head of the section "Geniere-Scirocco") reduced 
to 14 knots at 21:30 and to the two DDs directed for north; 

- at 21:10 also the Aviere was expired for impossibility to maintain the speed; but then he 
succeeded in to increase it gradually; 

- at 22:45 the Lanciere arrested itself in order to repair damages to the drive system; 

- at 23:00 the section "Geniere-Scirocco" could resume the speed of 20 knots; 

- at 23:15 the Lanciere put that is to the lay to with a machine (to slow motion with the sea 
to the bow or nearly) and the Alpino had the order to assist it, without be able to do for the strong 
dusk; 

- at 00:07 of the 23™ the Geniere was forced to continue to sail at minimal speed (6- 7 
knots) in order not to abandon the Sirocco in newly precarious conditions; 

- at 03:55 it was the time of the Fuciliere, that continuing at 12 knots with one engine had 
to stop one propeller in motion; 
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- at 04:12 the Geniere asked and obtained to direct for Augusta or Siracusa, entirety with 
the Sirocco, rather than for Taranto; 

- at 05:25 the Alpino began to meet difficulty for irregular operation of the rudder; 

- at 05:31 the Lanciere communicated that he would have had to be lay to the all the day in 
order to repair the damages; 

- at 05:39 the Sirocco was arrested, remaining in drift; 

- at 05:47 the Lanciere signaled: "Conditions ship had gotten remarkable worse cause 
amount of water boarded in the aft engines; they are to lay to with only the single engine; my 
probable position 40 miles for 258° from point A at 04:40"; 

- at 07:00 the Geniere signaled: " Ship stropped Sirocco is expired distance miles 15 astern 
to me lat. 38° stop I cannot direct towards given ship Sirocco my situation & safety stop hail ship 
Sirocco does not answer radio calls stop Is asked to arrange attendance various ": 

- at 09:10 the Oriani, with damage in machine for disadvantages to the filters of the oil, 
gave its position informing that it directed for Messina; the admiral ordered that the Aviere 
escorted it until destination; 

- at 09:58 the Lanciere launch in luminosity signal "S.O.S." with the position to miles 35 
for 281° from point A (approximately 120 miles to the east of Malta); 

- at 10:07 on the Littorio the message in luminosity was received from the Lanciere: "we 
are sinking — Long live Italy - Long live the King - Long live the Duce” (commander of the DD 
the commander Costanzo Casana); 

- at 10:08 Admiral Iachino ordered the Geniere to direct at once for the point where the 
Lanciere was sinking, while Admiral Parona asked to detach the Trento in order to help the 
Lanciere) obtaining immediate authorization; 

- at 12:15 the Geniere communicated that not being able to continue towards the marked 
point from the Lanciere because of the sea and also of damages received (not being able to sail 
more than 8 knots, with great hardships) and that therefore it approached for Augusta, obtaining 
then at 14:40 the authorization to go instead to Messina; 

- at 16:10 Ascari (that it was from the 13:10 in escort position 
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near the Littorio, it reduced of speed, communicating of having to execute the balance of the ship 
for dangerous list and not being able to sail at more than 15 knots. 

- at imprecise hour of the 23" (1) sunk for the force of the sea also the Sirocco 
(Commander; Francesco Dell'Anno), approximately 150 miles to the east of Malta. 

It is worthy what of relief to remember moreover that also the Trento had to reduce to 12 
knots towards 13:30, for the conditions of the sea in worsening, that he had in the forward quarters 
after to have approached in order to go in aid of the Lanciere. Towards 14:30 he was forced to 
temporary invert the route for water filtrations caused from the more and more large waves, 
filtrations that had joined to some damages produced from the concussion of extended the shooting 
of the previous day. At 18:50 he received from Supermarina the order to stop the search of the 
Lanciere (by now sunk) and to return to Messina. 

These the vicissitudes of the DD in their schematic succession, eloquent more than a 
detailed exposure. 

Admiral Jachino therefore reassumed and commented the troubled navigation of return to 
the bases through a zone of sea, where the wave motion went as assuming increasing proportions 
the F. N. went away from Africa, whence the wind came, and therefore it was more violent much 
that not long the route covered - more neighbor to the coast - from British the B Force. 

"At night fall, it did not remain that to continue to direct towards north in order to go away 
from the zone of the battle and in order to make to lose our traces to the enemy airplane that 
eventually had come to search to us and to attack to us. The conditions of the weather were poor, 
but was not able to more exclude the arrival of airplane from Malta, much than already ours they 
had shiningly demonstrated that the meteorological difficulties were not unsurpassable. Of other 
Supermarina part it communicated to us just to the sunset that a squadron of English bombers 


(1) Of the Sirocco they were retrieved only two shipwrecked: one (petty officer first class 
to helm Michele Perugini) who said that the DD sank at 05:45 of 23 March and the other (sailor 
Domenico Frisenda) towards the midnight of the same day. Of the two versions he is more reliable 
before, because given from the Perugini on 26 March, as soon as he was saved and therefore it had 
alive memory of the facts. 
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were themselves rise from Malta and had exceeded the obstruction of the German fighters 
directed towards the east [ the news had reached from II CAT, he referred to the 16:15 and he 
spoke about 6 bombers twin-engine planes; but about that it is not spoken in the British 
documentation to our acquaintance ]. 

"Soon after the order of Supermarina came to return to the bases and the necessity for we 
was confirmed therefore to maintain a route to the north: of other part this route was also the more 
convenient in order to support the sea that had become a very large sirocco. 

"In consideration of the bad meteorological conditions decided to maintain for as much as 
possible the ships all united, arranging that greater online of row and DD astern in double column. 
As far as the speed, that one of 26 knots, that I had temporary assumed during the attack torpedo 
bombers at sunset, was endured [19:20] reduced to 24 and then [20:00] to 20 knots. Subsequently, 
and always in order to improve the conditions of navigation of the DD I have reduced further 
before [ 21:17 ] to 18 and then [ 23:57 ] to 16 knots. 

"The ships, than for one reason or another have not thought of be able to following the 
ordered route, they have it marked and they have been endured authorized to change it. Therefore 
the Bande Nere, than at 20:28 have asked and obtained to follow route 60°; therefore the Lanciere, 
than at 20,45 has certainly directing for route 20°; therefore finally the Oriani) that at 21:10 it has 
marked that assumed route not inferior to 35°. 

"Of the six DD that departed with the Littorio, three had taken part to the battle and they 
were found much to the sunset far away from us. Two of these, the Sirocco and the Geniere, on 
behalf have they assumed at 21:30 route 0° and speed 14 knots, and to the 04:00 they have to they 
demanded directed for Siracusa or Augusta rather than for Taranto. The third party of this DD, 
Grecale, had damage to the rudder towards 15:00 of the 22™ and had been ordered to return to 
Taranto: in order to execute this order it has followed the routes and maintained to the thought 
speeds more convenient. 

"Of the rest all the DD have during the night regulated their own route and the own speed 
according to of the situation of the sea, varying them the own necessities. Therefore the Fuciliere 
is remained until the morning of the 23" a lot ahead to the Littorio and is then expired of breast, 
when he has had to diminish the speed for the first brought back damages: it has made oneself to 
escort from the Alpino towards Messina. 

"The morning of the 23", when at 07:00 the 3“ Division directed 
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for Messina in base to a disposition given them at 04:50, not there was any DD in sight, and in 
order to form a minimum of antisubmarine escort to the Littorio since it made to approach the 
Bersagliere, (at 07:50) and Ascari (at 13:10) that they were well ahead of us. 

"The numerous damages that all the DD, and also the Bande Nere, have brought back 
during this lucky navigation must therefore ascribe to the exceptional violence of the sea in 
relationship with the lightness of construction of our hulls and to the state of usury of our 
machinery (1). 

"The painful loss of two DD is due then essentially to the boarding of great amounts of 
water through the not watertight hatches and to the concomitant damage of means of exhaustion". 

From the report of Admiral Iachino and Admiral Parona these ulterior news is found. 
From 06:50 of the 23" it began the aerial escort with German aircrafts of the F. N. Towards 08:00 
hours of the 23" to the Alpino - for how much it had the rudder not in perfect conditions of 
operation - was ordered by Admiral Parona to escort the Fuciliere until Messina. 

While it was exited from Messina the TB Pallade in order to go encounter to the 3" 
Division, but at 11:15 Messina Navy communicated that the TB was returning to port to cause of 
the high sea. Instead the DD Pigafetta, exited from Taranto at the request of Admiral Iachino for 
the analogous goal of escort to the Littorio, the BB at 16:14 met. They had but to renounce to take 
to the sea antisubmarine means in the Gulf of Taranto and also the antisubmarine aerial escort 
returned soon after to have taken off from the seaplane base of Taranto. At noon the Commander 
of the IT Fleet (that he was at Taranto on the Duilio) informed the Littorio that the Grecale still had 
not returned. He arrived to the 09:45 of the day after, 24 March, at Punto Stilo where it was 
berthed with serious damages to anchorage of the point, being in the meantime a little improved 
the state of the sea. 

At 17:41 of the 23", 4 miles from the beginning of the route of safety of the obstructions 
defensives of the base of Taranto, a torpedo - evidently 


(1) As it is said in volume XXI of this series, in the Italian shipbuilding of the smaller 


cruisers and the torpedo boats it was saved on the solidity of the hulls to profit of the speed and the 
armament. 
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launch from a submarine - it passed astern the Littorio. 
Succession of the arrivals in port the 23": 
At Messina: 

at 14:20 the Gorizia, 

at 15:45 the Fuciliere (with the aid of a tug, having the immobilized rudder), 

at 15:45 the /’Alpino, 

at 18:00 the /’Aviere, 

at 18:30 the Oriani, 

at 19:36 the Geniere. 

At Taranto: 
at 18:42 the Littorio, with Pigafetta, Bersagliere, Ascari. 
Followed by the arrivals in port the 24": 

At Messina: 

to the 10:00 the Trento, 

to the 13:00 Bande Nere. 

As far as the Grecale, it was taken to towing at Punto Stilo at 06:20 of 25 March from the 
tug Atlante and - escorted by the TB Cantore - it was towed until Crotone, where the same evening 
arrived a little after 23:00 hours. On 2 April - after to have repaired to the better the damages - it 
departed for Taranto at 00:20, arriving the same day. 


30" - Search for the shipwrecked of the Lanciere and of the Sirocco 

For how much this subject departs from the picture of the strategic-tactical events legacies 
to the second battle of the Sirte, deserves of being carried out in its essential aspects. 

It is already inasmuch as the first ships sent at once (that is the morning 23 March) to the 
search of the Lanciere were the Trento and the Geniere: but the first one, after approximately eight 
hours of laborious navigation had order to go to Messina, its base, and the second after a pair of 
hours was forced to desist for the above stated damages. 

While Supermarina it had ordered that the N.O. Arno, already held 
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ready to move since to the order the afternoon of the 22 March, left Augusta - where it was found - 
at 12:00 hours of the 23™ in order to go in aid of the Lanciere. The ship, given the great difficulties 
of casting off met for the most violent wind, had not succeeded to leave the port, with the aid of 
some tugs, before 18:45. 

Moreover Supermarina had arranged for the having followed the successive of the 24 
March aid and search operations, than the prohibitive meteorological conditions they would have 
rendered the 23™ impracticable: 

- explorations with the r.m. seaplanes "Cant Z.506" of a wide zone comprised between the 
parallel on which one had carried out the battle and the parallel of Siracusa and between the 
meridian of the point A (lat. 35° 30 ' long. 18° 00', that it was the point towards which had been 
directed the "Littorio" Group on departure from Taranto) and the coasts of the Sicily; 

- search executed from the section constituted from the DD Folgore (Lt. Cmdr. Renato d’ 
Elia) and by the TB Pallade, that they were at Messina. 

These two ships struck the sea during the 24" and returned to Messina the 25". Amo 
returned to Augusta the 29", after five days of searches. 

The aerial recognitions were repeated from dawn to sunset in days 25, 26 and 27. 


a) The results obtained by the seaplanes. 

The 24" no shipwrecked was noticed from the aircraft: bad time, mediocre visibility. 

The 25", at 08:10, a flying boat sighted in lat. 35° 40' longitude 16° 58' (approximately 
mg. 110 for 126° from Cape Passero) a boat with three shipwrecked. Could not land for the strong 
wave motion, the flying boat it remained on the place in attended of the hospital ship which it had 
marked the sight; then lost sight of the boat, did not succeed to find again it and returned, replaced 
in the searches from another two " Cant Z.506" and also later by the Amo. But the three 
shipwrecked were not more traced. 

The 26" was only the fruitful one, also because the sea had calmed and the visibility was 
improved. 

At 08:30 a seaplane landed to rescue only two survivors saved of the DD Sirocco (petty 
officer first class to helmsmen Michele Perugini and sailor Domenico Frisenda) in lat. 36° 14" 
long. 15° 26' (30 miles 
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for 150° from Cape Passero). They had covered in three days, transported by the wind and the sea, 
approximately 80 miles from the dead reckoning of sinking of their DD. 

At 12:40 another seaplane retrieved 7 shipwrecked of the Lanciere in lat. 35° 12' long. 17° 
24' (approximately 140 miles for 130° from Capo Passero). This point was found approximately 
25 miles to south of the point in which the Lanciere had launch its "S.O.S.", because in the 
meantime wind from north had been put in that strong zone. 

The 7 shipwrecked declared that to the two boats on which they were found initially were 
clinging about seventy of persons, but only they were remained alive. The flight staff reported that 
for an extended width around to the recovery point many floating corpses were found, wreckage 
and a immense naphtha slick. 


b) Cruise of the Section "Folgore - Pallade". 

The DD Folgore and the TB Pallade left Messina at 06:35 of the 24", with the order - 
given by M.M. Commander of the Sicily - to direct for the point lat. 36° 24' long. 16° 02' (46 miles 
for 111° from Capo Passero, position correspondent to the maximum drift as estimated possible 
for the Sirocco). Reached at 15 hours such point, they will proceed to the search along director 
115° arranging itself online of forehead to some thousand of meters of interval between them; after 
50 miles they began the inverse distance more moving 5 miles to north. 

They continued until towards 19:30, without never to notice anything, and will receive the 
order of Messina Navy to return to Augusta. 

But in the meantime a strongest wind from north had been lifted nearly without warning, 
with quickly increasing sea in proportion of the wind (1), so much that the two torpedo boats were 
forced at 20:15 to put the Bow to the sea, reducing progressively the speed until 6 knots. 

At 20:30 the ships were manifested on both the first damages and at 22:00 the Folgore 
communicated to Messina to have taken the hood and not able to direct for Augusta. A little after 
midnight it 

(1) Of winter, in the center-eastern Mediterranean the case is not rare that to the falling of 


the sirocco squall from north succeeds in short time another. Vice versa when the sirocco stops the 
wind of the north lever - when lever - much slowly reinforcing itself slowly slowly 
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Il BANDE NERE alla Battaglia della 2° Sirte. 


11 - The Bande Nere at the 2™ battle of Sirte 
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Una fase dello scontro di Pantelleria. 


12 - Phase one of the Action of Pantelleria 
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lost sight of the Pallade and had to think next to if, hill damages that were multiplied. 

Between 03:10 and 04:15 of the 25" the DD was six times illuminated from groups of 
flares and flown over by aircrafts, without giving to distinguishing if they had or not launch 
torpedoes. Every time turning putting the stern on the flare in order to go away from the 
illuminated zone and increasing of speed, for those a lot that the state of the sea allowed it. The 
increase of the speed produced to new damages to it to the superstructures and the boats. 

Finally at 06:50 of the 25" it sighted the Calabran coast and it succeeded to resume r.t. 
contact with the Pallade, without however given communicating. At 10:10 the Folgore entered 
Messina, while the Pallade arrived at 13:50 of the same day. 

The commander of the Folgore thought that the endured nocturnal aerial attack was 
provoked from the radio interception of the r.t. messages exchanges with Messina the evening of 
the 24". 


c) Cruise of the hospital ship ARNO. 

The Arno, as it has been said, exited from Augusta at 18:45 of the 23" directing towards 
waters where disappeared the Lanciere. 

As soon as outside of the roadstead it began strongly endured to being tried from the large 
sea and the strongest wind from sirocco, than for all the night it made the ship pitch violently with 
continuous water invasion on the deck. 

At 5:30 of the 24" the Arno reached the tidy point and explored for all the day surrounding 
waters, until 21:50 - in the light of the floodlights, that it had ignited to the sunset - discovered one 
raft with four persons. They were recovered, in spite of the conditions of the bad sea, with one life 
raft always lowered, conduct and taken aboard with exceptional skill. 

At 23:00 the ship replaced in motion and at 23:25 it discovered an other rafts with another 
four shipwrecked. Repeated the operation happily, in conditions of sea still it gets worse, 
resumptions the searches with the floodlights and at 07:25 of the 25" it saved another shipwrecked 
from a third raft. But the 9 persons recovered all belonged to the Lanciere (1). 


(1) See the volume of the Historical Office missioni avventurose di una Squadra di navi 
bianche, compiled from medical 2-star general in tech services prof. Mario Peruzzi. 
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The Arno continued the searches until the sunset of the 28", moving itself here and there 
according to orders that came to them from Supermarina, helped by several aircrafts in exploration 
and advised also by the two officers of the Lanciere retrieve (Lieut. Giuseppe Pollastri and Ensign 
Nicolo Gazzolo), but it did not find anything if not empty rafts, that it retrieved, and floating 
wreckage here and there in means to naphtha slick. 

Of the shipwrecked retrieved, the torpedo man Gino Mondin died on the hospital ship, 
after a few minutes that were aboard, for cardiac paralysis. 

The others 6 persons recovered by the Arno were: head r.t. 2" class Giuseppe Sozio - chief 
petty officer sil. Dino Manari - gunner Amerigo Scotto - gunner Pietro Dell'Isola — gunner 
Pasquale gunner Marzulla - fochista Stefano Laghezza. 

The 7 persons saved by the seaplane at 12:40 of the 26 were lieutenant D.M. Gaetano 
Castello - Sil. chief petty officer Arturo Borillo - sailor Luigi Calvi - sailor Virgilio Dandolo - 
gunner Quarto Poli - gunner Francisco Spizzica gunner Ugo Febbraro. 

In total 18 persons on 470 present aboard of the two DDs were saved. 


31" - The impressions of the protagonists 

Admiral Jachino wrote, beyond what has been already brought back in the course of the 
exposure of the facts: 

"The tactical action of 22 March 1942 was the longest of puts into effect of the war, since 
it is of duration more of the double quantity of the battle of the cruisers to Cape Teulada. It 
moreover has been by far hardest, is for exceptional the adverse meteorological conditions, is for 
the intensity and the variety of the offenses that the enemy has launch against of we in order 
lightening our tenacious pressure... 

"Because of the violent surface of the water have become nearly all practically unsuitable 
the optical equipment of the shooting and discovery of the windward side [that it was that one 
turned towards the adversary | and, given also bad the visibility of the day, aggravated from the 
extension of smoke screen, our shooting have turned out 
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rather inaccurate and insufficient than the results I am decided in spite of the brevity of the 
distances. 

"The enemy’s salvos fell very collected with very quick rhythm around us. The visibility 
conditions were evidently better for the enemy who for our ships. In any case the results of the 
English shooting were clearly inferior to ours, although that the number of the rounds fired has 
been sure much larger. 

"Neither did the torpedo bombers attacks of the enemy have had some result... 

"In conclusion, for English the more important issue was not as well as that one to put of 
the blows to target, how much rather that one than to save the convoy to our attack until the falling 
of the night. Until the arrival of the dusk with the intact convoy the English problem was for the 
maximum part resolved, since they had very little to fear during the nocturnal hours given the 
famous inferiority of our means of nocturnal detection and discovery. 

"Our essential objective was the destruction of the convoy, and that could not to obtain if 
not destroying and removing preventively the ships of the escort. For this, in the few hours to 
disposition before sunset, it had that our shooting turned out decisive. To this the presence of 
dense enemy smoke screens, than in adding to the other reasons of bad visibility, seriously 
hindered our fire control. Undeniably the problem of the smoke has been from English a lot very 
resolved... 

"During the action the behavior of the commanders, the officers and the crews has been - 
as always - magnificent... 

"The loss of two DD because of the bad weather was very painful, given also the great 
number of fallen, but has not shaken the moral of the crews of the torpedo bombers, than they have 
very become reason of the exceptional causes that have provoked that loss. Indeed the noblest 
outcry of passion and faith, than the Lanciere it has launch for radio before the sinking, has 
provoked in all, with the deeper admiration for indomitable the spirit of the Italian sailor, the alive 
enthusiasm and effective for the course of the war until sure victory... 

"It is beautiful to state as the faith in the success, without which it is not fought with 
tenacity, was rooted in the personnel of the Navy. 
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In the report, signed by Admiral Harwood, new Commander in Chief of the M. F. in place 
of Admiral Cunningham, that it accompanied that one of Admiral Vian, law (1): 

"The strong sirocco wind has been favorable to the execution of the tactical plan that came 
shiningly executed and the enemy was rejected [already has said itself as had being interpreted this 
"rejected"]. The weather has also obliged the enemy to deprive himself of the screen of DD, so as 
to be able to hold the speed necessary in order to intercept the convoy before dark. As he 
previewed himself, the enemy is shown unwilling to risk the passage through the screen, and is 
further lend to the clearance of the Commander the 15" Division trying to go leeward around the 
zone of the smoke from... (2). 

"During the 28 aerial attacks against the convoy, executed in cooperation with the action 
of surface, 4 aircrafts have been shot down by the Carlisle and the DD type "Hunt", while no ship 
of the convoy and the escort has endured damages. The concomitant attacks against the cruisers 
and the DD of the Fleet have been less intense and the Euryalus has shot down a torpedo 
bombers... 

"In relation to the violent and the continues aerial attacks executed after the arrival of the 
convoy to Malta the dispositions for the drainage and the mooring did not turn out satisfactory. 
Both the ships that had reached the Grand Harbour was hit and sunk... It is obvious that, before 
making another convoy for Malta, the aerial superiority must be assured on the island... 

"The behavior of the personnel during much is made of this 





(1) The second battle of the Sirte was the last one fought under the direction of Admiral 
Cunningham. To mid March he had received a letter from the Lord of the sea, Admiral Dudley Pound, that it 
he announced the next destination as his representative in the Committee of the Joint Chiefs of the General 
Staff, in Washington. He obeyed with sorrow and left by airplane from Cairo with the wife on 3 April. Adm. 
Harwood assumed the command of the M. F. On 20 May he embarking on the Queen Elizabeth and in the 
meantime Admiral Pridham Wippell was interim Commander. It seems logical to think that the relation has 
been signed, but not conceived (for approved of) by Admiral Harwood: it bears the date of 2 June 1942, 
while that one of Vian is of 31 March. 

(2) Admiral Iachino showed his own unwillingness, therefore as Admiral Cunningham had shown 
itself in the final phase of the battle of Punto Stilo. As far as the appreciation made from Admiral Vian on 
the attempt completed from Italian ships to go around the zone become blunted from leeward, he is himself 
already inasmuch as - also made that appreciation to be justifiable - he did not have correspondence in the 
truth. 
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adventurous operation, that has constituted therefore a hard test, has been worthy of the best 
traditions of the Navy... 

"During the combat of 22 March the decision and the harmony of all the ships have 
exceeded every expectation. All that, entirety with resolute action of command and with the 
maneuver mastery of R. Adm. Philipp L. Vian, has made to flow a encouraging and deserved 
victory from a situation, in which - if the parts had been inverts - it cannot be thought that the 
convoy and great part of his escort could survive ". 

Proud affirmation this, sure not flattering for the Italian Navy, that it goes only interpreted 
as rhetorical manifestation of a Leader of a Navy of ancient glorious traditions, because the history 
of that has not happened cannot be written. 

To this purpose, therefore comments Admiral Iachino in his cited book Le due Sirti:: 

"The final phrase could seem inspired to a haughtiness of doubt good taste, but 
unfortunately it corresponds to an just appreciation of the various conditions in which the English 
naval forces were found that day and those of the Italians. 

"If in fact the parts had been inverts, English, in attacking the convoy, could for means of 
the Radar, of which they were equipped, to perceive what was happening behind the smoke screen 
and to try to cross it (1). 

"They could use the same Radars to continue the search of the convoy after fallen the 
night, with great probability to trace it and to attack it effectively. For against us, if we had been in 
the position of escort to the convoy, we would have been paralyzed by our same smoke screen and 
we could not have adorned the movements of the enemy, being practically blind before an 
adversary whom saw us perfectly well. During the night then, the Italian ships would not have 
been in degree, always for the lack of the Radar, to cover with safety the enemy search and to 
reject to the attacks English torpedoes of the DDs. 

"This was unfortunately the truth, given the inferiority conditions 


(1) This observation is founded on the hypothecs that the drafter of the relation thought 


next to these things while it wrote: it is probable that therefore it was, given to the competence and 
the seriousness of the officials of British Navy. 
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in which we found ourselves in the comparisons of the British ships, because of the inadequate 
technical equipment of our ships ". 

We reproduce finally some comments inserted from Admiral Cunningham in his book A 
Sailor's Odyssey, conclusion of his description of the second battle of the Sirte. "I will consider 
always the battle of the Sirte of 22 March 1942 as one of the more shining sets in action naval of 
the war, if not quite the more shining. As I have reassumed it, he can seem easy what; but he is 
against every canon of the naval war that a Division of small cruisers and a handful of DD succeed 
to hold at bay a naval force of great ships. Neither the error must be committed to think that the 
Italians have been little efficient in this action. Our DD going to the attack was received from a 
shooting intense and taken care of, and it must to the Providence if many of them were not sunk or 
more seriously only damaged. But the thought to cross the smoke screen in order to reach the 
convoy with his greater ships, knowing that there were DDs waiting for him in order to attack him 
just as soon as was emerged from their side, was too much for the mind of the Italian admiral. Of 
the rest, for every admiral, for how much brave one, this constitutes always a problem. In such 
circumstances, the advantage is always all from the part of the DDs ". 

The two last phrases attenuate the severity of the previous expression. Perhaps Admiral 
Cunningham remembered himself of to have written on purpose of his decision in the battle of 
Punto Stilo in a similar "smoky" situation: "According to my personal appreciation of the 
situation, he seemed imprudent and in keeping to the clearance of the enemy going himself to hunt 
in discharging smoke curtains" (1). 

We already remember finally how much pointed out in the paragraph 26-d approximately 
the tendency of the convoy commander (R.Adm. Hutchinson, boarded on the Breconshire) to earn 
way towards Malta, while Admiral Vian ordered many times than to approach towards the south in 
order to avoid to come to contact with the Italian F. N.. 


(1) See chapter V of volume IV Le azioni navali nel Mediterraneo 10-6-1940/31-3-1941 
of this series. 
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32" - Synthesis of results 
a) Results obtained from the ships. 
Italian ships shot 1511 gun shots, therefore are divided for caliber: 
381 min 181 


203 " 581 
152 557 
120 : 84 
100 : 87 
90 " 21 


It can be estimated for 3 per thousands approximately rounds on target, damaging 1 CL 
(Cleopatra), 3 DD (Havock, Kingston, Lively, and the Euryalus. 

Of this last one there is no mention in the report of Admiral Vian, but Admiral 
Cunningham writes in his memories that the Euryalus was damaged from slivers of projectiles. 

To front of these the Italian ships turn out real appreciated of to have hit 4 CL and 2 DD. 

They have not been given complete approximately the consumption of ammunitions from 
part of the British ships, that they have nearly all intensely fired. From the signals contained in the 
report of the results that at 16:40 of the 22 the Cleopatra had already shot 1000 rounds and the 
Penelope 64 rounds, all of shooting naval; that at 16:30 of the 22™ the Carlisle had consumed 35% 
of the a.a. ammunition equipment and the 5" DD Flot. Of the escort "Hunt" 60%; that on the 
arrival at Malta the Penelope did not have any a.a. ammunitions. 

A single blow from a 120 mm. hit the Littorio, provoking negligible superficial damages; 
but English estimated of to have hit many times the Littorio with the gun and once with a torpedo, 
and of to have hit on 3 Crs. 


b) Results obtained from the aircraft. 
We have them already examined many times. Here summarized more clearly. 


Reality: nobody during the tactical action between the ships in the afternoon of 22 March; 
after the tactical action was sunk 4 steamboats and destroyed 
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1 DD in the basin, another DD damaged. 

Estimated in total (during and after the tactical action): sunk 1 Cr and 3 SS (by Italian 
torpedo boats) and 4 SS (from the German bombers); hit 6 Cr, 5 DD and 6 SS (from torpedo 
bombers) and 1 Cr, 1, DD and 6 SS (bombers). 

Evidently these appreciations must be optimistically exaggerated interpretations - for as 
much as it concerns the hit ships - in the sense that the same ships had been hit many times. 


c) Others results. 
English losses: 1 DD for submarine torpedo; 1 DD on a mine; 1 DD for running aground. 
We lost 2 DD for cause of the stormy weather. 


d) Summary of the losses. 
In total the English lost 4 SS (all those departed from Alexandria) and 4 DD. 
We 2 DD by force of the weather and 4 aircrafts. 


33" - Bulletins of war 
ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 660 OF 23 MARCH 1942 

In the eastern Mediterranean, in spite of decidedly unfavorable the atmospheric conditions, 
one of our submarine has sighted since the late afternoon of the 21“ and the aerial exploration has 
followed for the entire day of the 22™ of an important convoy strongly escorted directed to Malta. 

Squadrons of torpedo bombers left in mass from the various bases, in successive big 
waves, against the enemy naval forces. 

Our airman, exceeding with magnificent daring the intense fire obstructions and smoke- 
screens producing of the escort ships, were carried to the attack to the short distances than launch 
and repeatedly hitting warships and transport. 

One our naval formation, in afternoon yesterday of the 22", succeeded to reach the gulf of 
the Sirte the English formation that tried to escape to the combat covering itself with a smoke 
screen, and new damages inflicted that will be specified. 
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Important numbers of German aircraft have violently attacked the airports of Ta Venezia 
and Luka, upsetting some the preparations and the equipments: two aircrafts have been destroyed 
in aerial duels and seven on the ground. 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 661 OF 24 MARCH 1942 

In the sea and air combats announced from the bulletin n. 660 yesterday turn out sure 
sunk, from the action of our torpedo bombers, a cruiser, one ship of imprecise type, a steamboat of 
10,000 tons; damaged three other cruisers, a naval destroyer and three steamboats. 

In the crash followed in the Sirtico Gulf our naval forces sure hit a cruiser and two naval 
destroyer. Other enemy ships were torpedoed from a our submarine to the ambush. 

Units of German aviation have also hit and bombed many times the convoy sinking a 
steamboat and damaging two others. 

In aerial duels in the sky of the Central Mediterranean the German fighters has shot down 
two "Spitfire". 

Three our torpedo bombers have not returned to bases. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean our aircrafts have attacked, at twilight yesterday 23™, an 
English naval formation likely on the route of return from the theatre of the battle hitting with two 
torpedoes a cruiser of medium tonnage and a torpedo on a large naval destroyer. 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 662 OF 25 MARCH 1942 
In the Eastern Mediterranean a naval formation has been attacked in morning yesterday 
the 24" from our torpedo bombers, that they have sure hit a cruiser of medium tonnage. 


GERMANIC BULLETIN OF 26 MARCH 1942 

In the Mediterranean has been inflicted serious losses to the adversary. 

In cooperation with Italians air forces and naval, the Germanic air weapon has succeeded 
to disperse a convoy directed towards Malta. Thereafter the Germanic aircraft alone have sunk 
three mercantile ships for approximately 18,000 tons and have seriously damaged three other 
mercantile ships, a cruiser and a naval destroyer. 
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BRITISH BULLETIN OF 24:00 HOURS OF 24 MARCH 1942 

In the last days took place in the Mediterranean naval operations in occasion of the 
passage of our convoy directed to Malta. The afternoon of Sunday 22 March a British naval 
formation under the command of the R. Adm P. L. Vian has made contact with a formation of 
Italian cruisers that had for presumable objective that one to intercept and to destroy the convoy. 
The escort ships have immediately engaged the enemy, without to endure damages and losses 
between the crews. 

Later, in the same afternoon, the enemy repeats the attempt to intercept and to destroy the 
convoy, and this time its formation comprised also a battleship at least. The report reached on the 
action is still incomplete, but our ships have carried out one of most audacious and are decided 
diurnal attacks with the torpedo against the enemy formation, and a battleship has been hit with a 
torpedo at least once. From then the enemy formation has withdrawn and it has not repeated the 
attempt to hinder the route of the convoy. 

The arrival to destination of the English ships has been delayed from an unexpected storm 
that has favorite the enemy in his aerial attacks, repeated in all the day of Monday. 

The complete particulars still lack on the action, but it can be asserted that the greater part 
of the supplies have reached Malta, and that the affirmations of the adversary of to have sunk 
numerous warships are not exact; only a steamboat in fact was sunk later on to a aerial attacks. 


BRITISH BULLETIN OF HOURS 20:00 OF 26 MARCH 1942 

Sunday, a day in which the naval action had place, the atmospheric conditions were bad 
and the aerial recognition could not be carried out. The British naval force, under the command of 
Admiral Vian, sighted for the first time in the afternoon four Italian cruisers in direction north; the 
enemy ships were attacked ready by the English cruisers and the DD, and inverted the route 
without to cause any damage to the convoy and the British warships. 

Later, at 16:30, newly the enemy formation, composed of a "Littorio" class BB was 
sighted, two heavy cruisers and four light, accompany by DD. In spite of the enormous disparity of 
forces Admiral Vian ordered to the British cruisers and to the DD to attack in order to hold far the 
enemy ships from the convoy. The DD was only launched to the attack passing in means to the 
naval formation and launch of torpedoes 
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to three miles of distance from the enemy units. Effectively it supported from the cruisers, 
they not only succeeded to cause serious damages to the enemy, but also to create confusion 
among them and to force them withdraw without to have established the contact with the convoy. 
The "Littorio" type ship was hit to the center from a torpedo; it then also was hit from the 
artilleries of a cruiser, and fires were developed. An Italian heavy cruiser has been moreover 
seriously damaged and another was hit. 

Making use skillfully of smoke screens the British ships they avoided serious damages. 
They are remained damages only a cruiser and three DDs; the loses among the crews are not 
serious and the relatives will be notified as soon as possible. 

After that the Italian fleet did not renew some attempt to attack the British convoy and it 
withdrew itself towards its bases. 

For all the day of Sunday the convoy and the ships of the escort were subordinates also to 
continuous aerial attacks that increased of intensity during the afternoon, until to a sure moment 
came employ at least 150 enemy bombers. No damage was inflicted for this action to the warships 
and those of the convoy. The particular of the losses in airplane inflicted to the enemy still have 
not reached. 

The convoy newly was attacked Monday by aircraft; a mercantile ship was hit and later 
sunk; also a DD was hit, but it has been able to reach port. 

The enemy has renewed the attacks the following morning, Tuesday, without to achieve 
any result. 

If, in spite of the spectacular means deployment it employed by the enemy in the attempt 
to frustrate the arrival of the convoy to destination, the damages endured from British side have 
been minimal, that must to the grip cooperation between the naval and aerial forces, to the air 
defense of the warships and cargo vessels, to the ability and the firmness of mind of the crews. 


SPECIAL OFFICIAL NOTICE BROADCAST IN SEVERAL LANGUAGES 27 
MARCH 1942 FROM ROME 

The English Admiralty has communicated that to the naval action of the afternoon of the 
22™ in which 5 English cruisers and some naval destroyer participated. We are in a position to 
specifying the number exactly: they were 13 destroyers. 

The English Admiralty asserts that in first part the combat has carried out with one Italian 
formation composed of 2 heavy cruisers, 4 light cruisers and one naval destroyer flotilla. They 
were 
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instead 2 heavy cruisers, 1 light cruiser, 4 naval destroyer. 

Therefore 5 cruisers and 13 naval destroyer against 3 cruisers and 4 naval destroyer. 

The English Admiralty must very well know that, also in these unfavorable conditions of 
weather for the exploitation of the own artilleries, the Italian formation immediately has been 
engaged with that English, which, after hardly 5 fire minutes, has thought opportune to cover itself 
with an immense favorite smoke screen from the direction of the wind. 

The English Admiralty asserts that then one battleship of great power is taken part at least. 
Perfectly exact; the Littorio was - that same one that English have many times given as lost - and 
hardly seen which English, that had tried a offensive return appearing from the smoke screen, are 
immediately returning removing by means in grace of greater speed and launch to attack, in falling 
twilight, their naval destroyer, which are as soon as they exited outside of the smoke screen, have 
launch to worse a great number than torpedo and they have been avoided without not to have 
received blows on at least three of the attacking ships. 

The English official notice says that four of their ships have been more or less seriously 
hit: it is exactly how much has reported the Italian Admiralty. 

Vice versa the English official notice asserts that many Italian ships have been hit and 
between these the Littorio with serious fire to edge. Confirmation in the more categorical way that 
no torpedo and no projectile, with the exception of modest an innocuous lost small-caliber round, 
has hit our ships, although in the short intervals in which the English ships emerged from the own 
protecting smoke screen they have shot several hundreds rounds, from no great distances. 

It is of fact, therefore: 

- that English, also being in the first phase in wide superiority, they have believed 
opportune to regulate itself with extreme caution; 

- that in the shooting, executed in adverse conditions of sea, none, of us repeat none, of 
their rounds is successful to hit the target, while from ours part has been seriously hit, for same 
admission of the enemy, 4 ships; 

- that the convoy it has been dispersed and seriously damaged; - than finally only the late 
hour and the unexpected storm they have saved the enemy formation from a still more serious 
failure. 
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CHAPTER VI 


OPERATION "MID JUNE" 
(12-16 June 1942) 


34" - The genesis 

a) The critical British situation. The modest share of supplies arrived at Malta as a result of 
the Second battle of the Sirte (5000 tons unloaded of the 25,000 sent) had, as it has been pointed 
out, put the island in a critical situation. It had been previewed that it could have put off at the 
maximum until the end of May: then a new attempt of supply in great style would be done. From 
this unavoidable requirement the immense operation from we drew origin indicated with the 
denomination of "Mid June 1942", from the period of time in which it was carried out. 

It is interesting to examine, on the basis of the elements supplied from the Roskill in the 
2™ volume of the work The War at Sea, the evolution of the events in the Mediterranean - in 
particular with regard to the situation of Malta - during the interval passed between the Second 
Sirte and the middle of June 1942. From the analysis of this evolution the circumstances will 
emerge clearly that determined and conditioned the operation. 

For effect of the "wild aerial incursions", that they continued without stopping on Malta 
from 23 March and after, new damages and new losses were inflicted to the base and the units that 
was found there, beyond to those already cited in the paragraph 28. 

On 1 April were sinks 2 submarines of the X flotilla; others were damaged. On 5 April the 
DD Lance was destroyed in the basin, and the DD Kingston was hit (destroyed in a new attack on 
8 April, 
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as it has been said), so was damaged the DD Gallant that had to be carried aground. This DD was 
in disarmament at Malta from 10 January 1941, where it was towed with the bow removed by a 
mine (1). The arsenal endured enormous destructions not less and than 126 aircrafts was destroyed 
or damaged on the airfields in the course of the month. Another 20 aircraft were lost in aerial 
combats, so that to the end of April the forces of the R.A.F. based at Malta virtually were reduced 
to zero. 

The opportunity was considered, from part of the Admiralty, to transfer to Alexandria the 
X Sub.flot., but the naval Authorities of the Mediterranean preferred to hold hard, even if the 
submarines had to pass the days immersed in the port, in order to avoid of being hit. The flotilla 
had in two years lost the half of the effectives and its commander Capt. Simpson deplored that 
they were not digs shelters for the Sub in the cliffs of Malta, as in 1936 had been proposed in van 
by the Commander of the submarines, the Government had not approved of the expense, estimated 
in 300 thousand pounds: the cost of a submarine. 

The Capt. Simpson considered, moreover, dangerous the departure for the great amount of 
mines put down from aircrafts and Italian light ships in the approaches of Malta, without that the 
haggard air forces could prevent it and without that were minesweeper efficient in order to hold 
open the safe routes. 

To this purpose, it was established to make to accompany in event of the convoys for 
Malta minesweeper, than they preceded them in the final phase of the traverse through mineable 
waters around to the island. This criterion was adopted in the operation of "Mid June”. 

And therefore the Italian traffic for the Libya continued nearly undisturbed, while in the 
last decade of April the examination of the situation made to recognize to English the impossibility 
to supply Malta with a convoy from Gibraltar. 

To this acknowledgment of impotence it had contributed also the general situation, than 
England it had to face in other operational theaters: between March and April had gone lost in 
Atlantic 169 steamboats; had arrived in Norway important 


(1) See volume IV, The naval actions in the Mediterranean 10-6-1940 (31-3-1941 of this 
series, Chapter XI "Operation Excess" 
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Germans forces, comprising the BB Tirpitz) that forced to concentrate forces in order protect the 
Arctic convoys for the supply of Russia; an unit of Japanese CV had made an incursion in the 
Indian Ocean, sinking 1 CV, 2 CA, 1 DD, 1 Cov, 23 SS. 

Malta had therefore to tighten all the more the belt, because the idea to abandon it was 
outside argument. 

In wait of being able to supply it of materials, ammunitions and provisions, sufficient 
ability to defense against the aerial attacks was decided to give again them. Five were sent of 
"Spitfire" fighters: 

-46 fighters reached the island the 20 April; 


-61 r ° 9 May; 
-17 : . ns to mid May; 
-55 7 " " to end of May - beginning June in two attempts. 


We shortly say now of five shipments, that they strengthened the defense of Malta with 
179 fighter aircraft, and of their consequences. 

To the two first attempts gave to a decisive contribution the American CV Wasp (1) put to 
the disposition of the English Government by President Roosevelt. 

In April 1942 it was found in England. On 13 April it embarked at Glasgow 47 "Spitfire", 
leaving the day after for the Mediterranean with the escort of the BC Renown) of the CL 
Charybdis and Cairo, of Americans and English DD. At Gibraltar in the first hours of the 19" 
passed in order not to be seen from land and the 20" were launch in the 47 "Spitfire" in flight. All 
less one reached Malta, and a week after the Wasp was again at Scapa Flow (the famous naval 
base of the Scotland). 

Endured they were delivers heavy aerial attacks against the airports of Malta and many of 
the aircrafts had to fight the same day of their arrival. In little days they were nearly all put outside 
service, part on land and part in the air, and turned out obvious that it was necessary to make 
another shipment of aircrafts, curing in particular way the provisions for their safeguard. 


(1) Commissioning in 1940. Standard displacement 15,000 t. Speed 30 knots. Ability 50 


airplane approximately. The Wasp was sunk at Guadalcanal by a Japanese submarine on 15 
September 1942. 
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And therefore the Wasp again left England to the first of May with the support of the same 
naval force of the previous mission. 

On 8 May the Eagle joined to it, that carried 17 "Spitfire"; the successive day 64 aircrafts 
detached in flight, all reaching Malta except 3. As a result of the taken provisions in order to 
receive them, protect them, to resupply them and to rearm them, they were quickly ready to face 
the opposing airplane. 

It is from putting in evidence that entirety CV with had left also the fast minelayer 
Welshman) with an urgent cargo of ammunitions and refueling. "It was probable that we will lose 
this ship - Admiral Pound, First Lord of the Sea wrote to Mr. Churchill - but, given the urgency, 
not there was other alternative. In effects the ship, not only arrived undamaged Malta, but it 
unloaded the cargo and departed in only seven hours. Not even the Wasp and the ships that 
escorted it suffered losses. On 15 May the American CV was of returned to Scapa" (whence it then 
returned to the United States in order to operate in the Pacific). 

The day after their arrival, that is 10 May, the new aircrafts were found to face an aerial 
attack in conditions of numerical superiority, for the first time after much time. 

To the middle of May the Eagle entirety with the Argus, escorted by the Charybdis and 
some DDs, made the third shipment: from the Eagle took off 17 "Spitfire" and from the Argus 6 
"Albacores" torpedo bombers: but these had to return on the CV for troubles to the motors. On 20 
May the ships returned to Gibraltar. 

Last the two shipments were executed from the Eagle, with the customary modality, in the 
last days of May and the first days of June, sending to Malta altogether 55 "Spitfire". 

These reinforce of fighters, repeatedly send to Malta, with improvements in the a.a. 
defense and in the methods of smoke screening of the base and the arsenal, they made to exceed to 
the island the critical point of its resistance to the offense. Much more than to the end of April the 
Germans transferred on other front a strongly share of the CAT, leaving to the Italian Air Force the 
task to continue alone to strike Malta. The consequent lessening of pressure from the high 
concurred with the R.A.F. to buy back the dominion in the sky of Malta, being reestablish the 
situation to the damages of Italy. 

While around to Malta they carried out the events now described, in the rest of the 
Mediterranean the British forces were always found in difficulty. 
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In April the English lost 4 submarines. Among these Roskill remembers particularly the 
Upholder, that it had to its assets the greater successes. He writes that the submarine probably was 
sunk by an Italian TB, while was attacking a convoy on 14 April off of Tripoli. 

In truth that day the large convoy "Aprilia" composed of the 6 mercantile ships Pisani, 
Giuliani, Ravello, Reichenfels, Amsterdam, Julia and escorted was in route for Tripoli (arriving in 
the morning of 15 April) by the 5 DD Pigafetta, Zeno, Mitragliere, Freccia, Pallade. On the 14" 
were sent from Tripoli in order to reinforce the escort the 3 TB Clio, Montanari and Prestinarie 
several antisubmarine and fighter aircraft. Although none our ships has marked to have 
presumably sunk a submarine, it is probable much that the Upbolder is remained victim of 
therefore an imposing number of aircraft of discovery and antisubmarine hunting. 

The 8 and 9 May two others Subs were lost: Olympus and Urge. First on one the mine and 
the second probably also on a mine. 

But the greater disaster that hit British Navy in the Mediterranean was the loss of 3 DD, 
happened on 11 May. Here as of Commander Roskill speaks. 

"While the Wasp, with other ships, was strengthening Malta from the west, information of 
an important was had directed enemy convoy to Benghazi. Immediately DD Jervis (Capt. L. 
Poland), Kipling, Lively and Jackal exited from Alexandria in order to intercept it. It sights on 11 
May from enemy aircrafts, inverted the route as was previewed in the action plan (1). Soon after 
they were made target to precise aerial attacks. We know now that attacking was German aircrafts, 
bases to Hiraklion (Crete), particularly trained for the fight on the sea. 31 took part in the attack. 

"The first one to being sunk was the Lively; at 20:00 the Kipling and the Jackal were hit. 
The Kipling went to bottom and the Jackal, set afire, it was taken under tow from the Jervis, but 
the morning of the 12" it had 


(1) It was a matter of the convoy composed from the SS Gualdi, Trapani, Capo Arma, 
escorted from 3 torpedo boats, reached Benghazi at 16:30 of 8 May. The escape in sea of the 
British DD was very late, because, when on 11 May the DD renounced to continue the mission, it 
already had arrived to destination for three days. The convoy was uncovered from the 
reconnaissance aircraft and twice attacked, without success, from the aerial torpedo bombers. 
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to be sunk. Only the Jervis, with 630 shipwrecked of the others three DD, returned to Alexandria. 
It was a tragic experience, that it remembered the tragedy of the battle of Crete, and a new 
evidence of the impossibility to make to navigate naval ships in zones where the enemy had the 
dominion of the air. 

"Admiral Pound deeply felt the effects of this disaster, than to difference of the first times 
of the war - it would have had to be avoidable. When subsequently he received pressures from the 
First Minister in order to send ships to arrest the flow of the enemy convoys to the ports of the 
Western Desert, he expressed with uncommon energy: "it is concurred to suggest to Me - he wrote 
- than the contrast to such convoys would have to be entrusted to Aviation. The enemy air forces 
render these waters prohibitive; the case of the sinking of the three DD teach. We have in the 
Middle East considerable air forces, able to operate on the sea, and I do not see because they 
would not have to render to the enemy ships these waters extremely dangerous ". It was sure true - 
Roskill continues - than our aerial units offensives had been upgraded; but they had many tasks to 
acquit and requirements to satisfy, and the R.A.F. felt the effects of the operating damage deriving 
from the loss of the airports as a result of the withdrawn from the Cyrenaica... For a reason or 
purpose of modest compensation three DD sank on 28 May the U. 568 after 15 hours of hunting 
off of the African coast ". 

Two attempts of attack to our convoys had been made in April with "Beaufort" aircrafts 
based in Egypt, but the loss of beyond the half of the apparatuses advised to renounce to the 
employment, of such air forces in far zones therefore from the lines of departure. 

This fact confirmed the British Commanders in the concept that the key of time of their 
offensive strategy in the Mediterranean was always Malta. Therefore if in May the problem of its 
defense seemed sufficiently resolved by now, with reinforcements of fighters and with the 
strengthening of the defense assets and liabilities, the situation of the island from the point of view 
of its military and alimentary autonomy was instead always critical. 

Therefore great operation of refueling was decided for the Mid of June again. The issue 
had been placed in concrete way in front of the Committee of the Imperial Defense the 22 April. 
"The First Minister - the Roskill writes - firmly was decided to send in May to Russia the convoy 
P.Q.16 and not to abandon the attack 
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on Madagascar, of imminent performance; but in order to help Malta he was ready to run the risk 
to lighten the forces of the Eastern Fleet, that it was to the command of Somerville, using some a 
part of the ships in order to assure the supply of Malta. The Committee of Defense approved of ". 

To the first of June the M. F. received reinforcements, much more than by now in the 
Indian Ocean — with the occupation of the base of Diego Suarez in the Madagascar, happened on 7 
May - England it had strengthened the strategic situation in the Indian Ocean of front to the 
Japanese initiatives in those operations zones. On 6 and the 7 June arrived to Alexandria the 
Birmingham and 4 DD. On the 9" the Newcastle, Hermione, Arethusa and another 6 DD arrived. 

There were by now sufficient ships in order to act and was certainly studied the concrete 
plan for the shipment to Malta of two contemporary convoys: one of 11 steamboats from the east 
(operation "Vigorous") and one of 6 steamboats from the west (operation "Harpoon"). . 


b) The favorable Italian situation. 

Obviously to the critical British situation, essentially due to the aerial hammering of 
Malta, could not make reply that one favorable situation for Italy. 

In the month of April had left for Libya 151,578 tons of materials with the insignificant 
loss of 1189 tons, par to the 0.896. In the month of May on 93.188 left tons, 6749, pars to 7,2% 
had gone lost. In the month of June lost 9192 tons on 41.519 equal to, 22% therefore. From these 
percentages of losses, increasing during that trimester it could be concluded that they were the 
consequence of the lightening of the aerial pressure on Malta, due to the progressive transfer of 
German aerial units towards other fronts (in particular the Russian) contemporary to the arrival in 
the island of reinforces of "Spitfire". 

But if one refers instead to the number of the steamboats sunk, it is only concluded that to 
a perseverance of sinking monthly made reply an increase of losses in cargos, because went lost 
ships of greater tonnage. In fact: 
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Month Tonnage sent | Tonnage lost | Ship Trips Ships sunk 
going returning 
April 274,242 5516 53 2 - 
May 393,539 12,392 69 2 1 
June 135,847 13,672 29 2 - 























In definitive our traffics conserved in the trimester April - June a sufficient degree of 
safety, that the Axis in I.N.A. allowed to the execution of the great offensive with the troops, than, 
begun 26 May, had to carry them in five weeks ending on the line of El Alamein, after to have 
stormed of impulse the fort of Tobruk (21 June 1942). 

Always during the same trimester the R.A.F., based in Egypt, was raged with particular 
insistence against Benghazi, both because Tripoli was too much far away from Egypt for having 
reached (and in fact it did not have not even an attack), and because Benghazi was port of 
reception of a high percentage of convoys and of it shunting towards the east of materials coming 
from land and sea from Tripoli. Benghazi endured 24 incursions in April and 23 in May with 
average of about ten aircrafts attacking for every incursion; the attacks were always are executed 
by night with insufficient damages and were clearly that they pursued more a aim than continuous 
disturbance that not of destruction. In June, until the battle of the middle of the month, the attacks 
against Benghazi were 7 with average of airplane employed more elevated: one fortnight. 

In May and the first decade of June British Aviation resumptions also the incursions 
against our metropolitan bases: 8 against Messina, 6 between Trapani, Augusta and Cagliari; 4 
against Taranto. These last ones in the nights on the 9, 10, 11, 14 June. 

The resumption of this type of activity indicated that Malta was "resuming quota" and that 
the adversary, not having still average actions to attack the traffic in sea tried to damage in port the 
units destined to protect it. 

How much to our main surface forces, the trimester had begun painful with the loss of the 
Bande Nere that - escorted from Aviere and Fuciliere - was moving from Messina to La Spezia for 
work 
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of periodic great maintenance. Hit by two torpedo of submarine on 1 April at 20 miles to north of 
Rasocolmo (22 miles to north of the Strait), went quickly to bottom: with 678 members the crew, 
there were saved 391 survivors and 142 remains retrieved. 

At a single time took to the sea a Division in order protect an important convoy, and just in 
days 3-4 April the 7" Division with 2 Cr and 2 DD, being known to Supermarina that was still to 
Malta light ships. 

Of five shipments of aircrafts to Malta, completed - as it has been narrated - from CV 
coming from the west, Supermarina it had news of four (all except the second one) and every time 
estimated that it had to be a matter of launch in flight of airplane for Malta: however it did not 
neglect to put in state of alarm Sardinia and the Liguria Gulf. 

The engaged naval force in the third shipment was attacked at 21:35 of 18 May from aerial 
units of the Sardinia, without results realizes, although the airmen report to have hit 1 CV and 1 
Cr. 

In occasion of the forth shipment - marked in the afternoon of 29 May to north of Algeria 
with route to the east by the Sub Veniero - it was let out from Cagliari at 15:35 of the same 29" the 
7" Division, but at 02:15 of the 30" it returned to base because at 20:13 an aircraft had sighted 
with a route to the west the English ships. 

The 7” Division - with the 2 Cr Eugene di Savoia and Montecuccoli and with the 2 DD 
Ascari and Oriani - had been located in May to Cagliari for being more ready to intercept enemy 
light forces that they had tried to reach Malta. 

The 12 June reached Supermarina, first from the side of Gibraltar and then from the side 
of Alexandria, the first information on the escape in sea of transports and British warships. 

It was be a matter of the beginning of the arranged operation "Vigorous-Harpoon". From 
the dispositions taken from Supermarina of concert with Superaereo drew origin the Operation of 
Mid June, comprising for the Italian Navy the decisive action of large of the F. N. in the center- 
eastern Mediterranean and the action of Pantelleria. 

The three aerial attacks executed against the base of Taranto in the three previous days, 
particularly taking of sight the bulk of our F. N. moored in Mar Grande, had not aroused 
suspicions, because such attacks were connected so to speak - with 
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those already in action against other bases. It can instead be thought that English aimed to damage 
the main Italian ships in sight of the twofold shipment of convoys for Malta. 


35" - The British predispositions and their performance 

a) Operation "Harpoon". 

This operation has had in the British ports on 5 June 1942, when Admiral A.T.B. Curteis - 
after to have up its standard on the CL Kenya - he left waters of the Clyde constituting with the 
Liverpool the oceanic supply of convoy W.S. 19/Z (1). 

Said convoy was constituted of the 5 SS Troilus, Chant (American), Orari, Burdwan and 
Tanisbar, with the direct escort of 10 DD of the XVII flotilla [ Onslow, Icarus, Bedouin, Marls, 
Matchless, Escapade, Blankney, Middleton, Badsworth, Kuiatviak (Polish) ]. 

The whole, that was sailing at a little more than 12 knots, passed the Strait of Gibraltar in 
the night between the 11 and 12 (some ships - among which the Kenya - had preceded, entering 
Gibraltar the previous night in order to resupply). 

From Gibraltar, while, the Force T was exited the evening of the 11°: destined to 
participate to the continuation of the operation in the Mediterranean. It was constituted by: 

-1 BB (Malaya) 

-2 CV (Eagle, Argus) 

-2 CLAA (Cairo, Charybdis) 

-7 DD (Wishart, Westcott, Wrestler, Vidette, Antelope, Ithuriel, Partridge). 

Together with Force T had taken the sea: 

-4 minesweepers of the fleet: Hebe, Speedy, Rye, Hytbe. 


(1) With the acronym W.S. was generally indicates the convoys directed from England to 


Suez, via the Cape of Good Hope. Probably this acronym was given to the convoy, in order not to 
make to know that it was destined to enter in the Mediterranean from Gibraltar. 
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-6 motor gunboats: 121, 134, 135, 168, 459, 462. 

-1 fast minelayer: Welshman (with a special cargo). 

-1 oil tanker: Kentucky (American). 

From Gibraltar it was moreover exited Force Y, comprising the oil tanker Brown Ranger 
and the two corvettes Geranium and Coltsfoot: it was destined for the refueling at sea of the ships 
that had need of it. 

Passing the Strait, the entered naval force therefore in the Mediterranean operating phase - 
it was delivered up in the following groups: . 

- Force W: 

2 Cr (Kenya) with Admiral Curteis, and Liverpool) 

1 BB (Malaya) 

2 CV (Eagle and Argus) 

1 CLAA (Charybdis) 

8 DD (Onslow, Icarus, Escapade, Wishart, Westcott, Wrestle, Vidette, Antelope) 

- Force X: 

1 CLAA (Cairo) with the R.Adm Hardy) 

9 DD (Bedouin, Marls, Matchless, Ithuriel, Partridge) of the type DD of Fleet, constituent 
the 11™ DD squ.; Blankney, Middleton, Badsworth, Kujawiak, of the DD type of escort "Hunt", 
constituent the 12" squ.). 

The 4 fleet minesweeper, the 6 motor gunboats and 6 motor minesweepers accompanying 
Force X (1). 

Moreover was attached to Force X the minelayer Welshman. 

- Convoy: 

6 SS (Troilus, Burdwan, Chant, Tanimba, Orari, Kentucky) 

- Force Y (on a separate route): 

1 oil tanker (Browns Ranger) 


(1) These 6 motor minesweepers, with the four included in Force X, would remain at 
Malta after to have open the way to the convoy in mined waters around to the island. 
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2 Cov (Geranium and Coltsfoot). 

At 08:00 of the 12" Forces W, X and Y were already in route towards the east at an 
average speed of 12-13 knots movement. 

According to the plan of the action, similar to the previous ones, Admiral Curteis had 
decided that bulk of the Forces (Force W), reached the approaches of the Channel of Sicily, left to 
continue for Malta the Convoy with Force X, than but he did not have to enter in port. On the way 
of the return to Gibraltar Force X would have been resupplied of the necessary naphtha from Force 
Y, that in the meantime would be remained to intercross in a established zone. Force X would have 
had to be constituted only from the 9 DD; but at the last moment Admiral Curteis determined to 
add the Cairo: to its Commander, R.Adm. Hardy, was given precise instructions "to hold very 
present the being contrasted requirements deriving from the fact that the convoy, had to reach 
intact Malta and that the escort ships had to make the maximum naphtha economy, and possibly 
also of ammunitions, so as to avoid the necessity of having to enter to Malta in order to resupply 
themselves". 


b) Operation "Vigorous". 

The preparation of this operation particularly care was taken by the English, is for the 
importance of the same operation and of its goal, it is for the requirements gushing from its 
contemporary with operation "Harpoon", constituting after all the two operations a single great 
interesting operation - with coordination of times and spaces - all Mediterranean. 

The advanced direction of the operation was assumed by Admiral Harwood, Commander 
in Chief of the Eastern Mediterranean and of the M F, and from the Commander in Chief of the 
Air Force of the Middle East, Marshal of the air Sir A. Tedder, which established to Alexandria a 
common General Staff. 

In order to lighten the opposing aerial pressure in the zone called "Bomb Alley", was 
before and during the "Vigorous" executed also surprise attacks of sappers, clandestinely 
disembarked in Crete island by means of Greek motorboats and the Sub Triton and Papanicolis, 
with objective the airfields of the island. To this purpose it is from remembering that in the night 
from the 13 to 14 June - to operation that is begun - the Capt. Lord Jellicoe and four 
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"free" French, transported by the Sub Triton, succeeded to reach the field of Maleme not less, 
destroying — according to their esteem - than 28 aircrafts, 6 trucks, 400 bombs and 12500 gallons 
of benzene (approximately 57 thousand liters); in truth the damages were minor. 

It was very important for the British Command to hold hidden from the adversary as long 
as possible the constitution of convoy, called "M.W. 11. The ships that composed it therefore were 
made to load in several ports of the comprised coastal zone between Beirut and Alexandria. 

It therefore was divided in three sections: 

- Section A: 5 steamboats (City of Lincoln, City of Edinburgh, Ajax, Elizabeth Bakke (Norwegian), 

City of Pretoria) 

- Section B: 2 steamboats (Bulkoil, Potaro) 
- Section C: 4 steamboats (City of Calcutta, Bhutan, Rembrandt (Dutch), Aagtekirk (Dutch). 

Section C, called M.W.11/C, left from Port Said with the escort of the Coventry and 8 DD 
on 11 June, with the order to push itself until meridian 24° 50' and (passing 20 first to the west of 
Sollum), that it would have had to reach at sunset of the pgs It, once dark had fallen, it would 
have had to reverse the route in order to join to the Sections A and B, that they would have had to 
leave respective from Haifa and from Alexandria 36 hours after the departure from Said Port of 
Section C. 

The advance payment in the escape of Section C had the goal to make to take the sea to 
the Italian forces before the time: but the goal was not reached. 

The evening of the 12, shortly before inverting the route in order to direct towards the bulk 
of the convoy, Section C was attacked by 12 "Ju.88": the City of Calcutta seriously was damaged 
and had to be started on Tobruk with the escort of 2 DD. The other ships reversed the route and 
others gathered with two Sections and with part of their escort off Alexandria the afternoon of the 
13”. 

Not being able to maintain the previewed speed of 13 knots, the Elizabeth Bakke -- during 
the night of the 13" - was sent back to Alexandria. 

The steamboats of the M.W.11 convoy were found therefore reduced to 9. 

During the night between the 13" and the 14" the convoy and the supply constantly were 
maintained in sight from flare aircrafts of the Axis: 
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also were uncoupled some bombs that did not cause any damage. At dawn of the 14" the British 
fighters took part in the sky of the ships, that they avoided other attacks until the afternoon. But 
then the naval complex, going away from the air force bases Egyptians, could not more count that 
on the eventual protection of a few fighters of great autonomy available. 


36" - Appreciations and decisions of Supermarina 

The first news on the operations that English were in order to execute reached 
Supermarina at 07:55 of 12 June from the informants presents in the zone of Gibraltar. 

It knew therefore Supermarina that an important forces naval composed from the Malaya, 
from the CV Eagle and Argus, not less than 3 Cr and a remarkable number of DD - it had left 
Gibraltar directed to the east. Further information revealed moreover that during the night they 
were journeyed in the Strait with lights extinguished numerous ships coming from the Atlantic. 

Supermarina mainly deduced that, given the number of ships put in motion, it could not be 
a matter of one of the customary operations of supplying of aircraft to Malta, but of the start 
towards the island of an important convoy coming from the Atlantic, as already other times it had 
made the adversary, and to the end of September 1941 in occasion of the operation "Halberd". 

They came immediately therefore decided intensified and extended aerial recognitions in 
the western basin of the Mediterranean and was drawn the attention of the submarines in ambush 
in that zone. 

In the antemeridian hours of the 13" the escape from Alexandria of a naval force of was 
marked from the ordinary aerial recognition about fifty ships, comprising a huge number of 
steamboats, at least 8 cruisers and 25 between DD and ships of the escort. Between the warships it 
was also a ship of greater size, than Supermarina it in all probability estimated to be disguised as 
battleship. The route of the force, apparently directed at first towards Tobruk, subsequently turned 
out more northern oriented and towards the zone south of Crete: considering that for the supplying 
of Tobruk the English resorted habitually to small 
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and attend coastal convoys defensible and more easy less susceptible to underwater and aerial 
offenses, Supermarina concluded that the sighted formation had to be destined to Malta. 

In agreement with Superaereo and the CAT it decided for the intensification of the 
recognitions and reached the following appreciation of the operations plan of the adversary: 

a) Transit from Gibraltar of a convoy to the west with much advance payment in the 
departure of that one of Alexandria and first supply with important naval forces, with the goal to 
attract in to western theater our attention and therefore the bulk of our naval forces in conditions 
nearly parity in an eventual tactical action, given the presence of two CV; 

b) Consequent greater facility to make to reach Malta the convoy from the east, huge but 
slightly more protected, while our forces would have been employed in the Western 
Mediterranean. 

c) Probable attainment of the division of the Italian forces, with increased probability to 
make to reach Malta both convoys undamaged or for less with not important losses; 

d) wide deployment of Sub, aerial recognitions and activity torpedo bomber in the Central 
Mediterranean; 

e) finally, to confirmation of the particular importance that English had to attribute to the 
eastern convoy, was the actions of surprise from completed they by means of patrols of men 
specializes against some our airports, but that - thanks to the active vigilance - they had not 
obtained results that the adversary attended. 

As a result of these appreciations, the contrast maneuver was from Supermarina set up on 
the following criteria: 


A) To the west. 

a) To face with widest alignment of submarines the western convoy in all the zones of the 
Western Mediterranean; 

b) to make assignment on the aerial contrast in the zone south of Sardinia in order to sure 
disable the convoy and the destined forces to protect it beyond Cape Bon, being previewed that the 
main forces would not have pushed beyond Cape Bon; 


Page. 267 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
c) to engage the convoy of surprise to the dawn of the 15" (given calculated based on its 
speed), after its passage through the obstructions of the Sub, with a group of light ships and thin 
particularly suitable to fight in narrow and laid a trap waters; 
d) to hinder with TB and Mas the transit of the convoy through the passages it obligated 
between the obstructions of mines of the Channel of Sicily. 


B) To the east. 

a) To intercept the convoy coming from Alexandria with the main naval forces, trying to 
engage it in the antemeridian hours so as to avoid that it could escape delaying the contact until 
night; 

b) in case the adversary had taken hunting at a distance (that is had invert the route in time 
useful in order not to be caught by our ships), to continue to force it to withdraw itself towards the 
east therefore to long return impossible to return equally towards Malta in the nocturnal hours, 
persuading it in such a way of the uselessness to repeat the attempt the next morning (1). 


C) To the center. 

To supervise the approaches of Malta, both from the east side and from the west side of, 
with a strong obstruction of submarines. 

In harmony with how much it precedes were taken the following provisions, that they will 
be detailed examines to you in the succeeded paragraphs. 

- Since from the evening of 12 June was let out from the respective bases 6 Subs for an 
immediate deployment in the Western Mediterranean; with the 3 Subs, than to already was found 
in normal turn of ambush, was 9 such Subs present in the theater. 

- Three Subs were sent in ambush to the west of Malta. 

- nocturnal ambushes were arranged of Mas in the Channel of Sicily in order to hinder an 
eventual passage of fast ships. 


(1) This concept of action was feasible for the brevity of the nights in the month of June: 
approximately 8 hours of dusk against 16 hours of light. 
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- In the afternoon of the 13" it was let out from Cagliari the 7" Division (R. Adm. Alberto 
Da Zara) on 2 Cr and 5 DD for the interception of eventual directed fast ships in advance payment 
to Malta before that large English inverted the route; not being itself then verified this 
circumstance, the Division had order to return to Palemo in waited for of orders. 


To the appreciations and the above reported decisions Supermarina had arrived through an 
evolution of thought, that is reflected from telephone conversations happened between Admiral 
Sansonetti, Deputy of the G. S. of the Navy, and Admiral Iachino. 

First, than the morning had been carried out at 12:00, had concluded with the order given 
by Admiral Sansonetti in the name of the Supermarina preparing to the departure for the same 
evening, after dark, the BB Littorio and Vittorio Veneto and the 2 CA Gorizia and Trento: route for 
the south of Sardinia with the goal to intercept the convoy departing from Gibraltar, gathering to 
south of the Sardinia the morning of the 14" with the 7” Division and with the Bolzano, coming 
from La Spezia. 

Admiral Iachino had prepared at once a operations order (n. 3), to which at 17:00 hours of 
same day of the 12" he had to add a supplement, because in the afternoon during a second 
telephone call he had communicated to Supermarina his decision to let out a third battleship 
(Duilio) and another CL (Aosta) in order to put itself in conditions of sure superiority and for not 
repeating the fact taken place in occasion of the operation "Halberd", when there were he found 
faced with three BB, while Supermarina he believed that that at sea there was only one. 

They do not reproduce neither the operations order n. 3 of the supplement, because at 
21:00 a third telephone call had cancelled the taken dispositions, making to extinguish the boilers 
of the ships accordingly and delaying the escape the directives that we have already exposed. It 
had happened that the German aircrafts had sighted Section C of the convoy in motion in the 
Eastern Mediterranean (as has been said in the previous paragraph). 

This sight, followed from an attack, had induced Marshal Kesselring to communicate to 
Supermarina and Superaereo its shrewd appreciation of the situation, which Supermarina had been 
endured associated: "the German aerial recognition has sighted to the east a total steamboats for 
thirty thousand tons; the steamboats 
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they are too much large in order to enter Tobruk. The Marshal thinks that the English western 
operation is a diversion in order to make to send the naval forces towards the west. Reason this 
valid one in order not to make to pass the ships in Tyrrhenian, but in order to hold them in such 
position to concur their participation with the east or to the west” 

Therefore the ships had extinguished the fires, in order not to waste the precious naphtha 
of which for a long time we had a defect. And Admiral Iachino had been informed in the telephone 
call of 21:00 that to intercept the convoy of the east to south of Pantelleria the morning of 15" 
(given the sure expectable one) would have been send probably the 7” Division. 

Also Superaereo was associated to the same appreciation of the situation and - of 
agreement with Supermarina and German Commando (0.E.S.) - decided for the opportune 
transfers of ships so as to concentrate for dawn of the 14" two strong groups of apparatuses of the 
several specialties in Sardinian and Sicilian bases, for being able to act not just against the British 
naval formation of the west it was reached within respect ranges of the two groups. 


37" - Forces participants to the operation "Mid June" 

a) The British forces have been already specified for the operation "Harpoon". To they is 
added 4 Sub (P. 2// - P. 42 - P. 43-P. 44), it located in front of not specified Italian bases in the 
British reports. 

In total to the operation "Harpoon" they took part: 1 BB -2 CV -4 Cr (of which 2 a.a.) -17 
DD -6 Mc -10 MS -1 fast ML -2 Cov -4 Sub -6 SS- 1 oil tanker. 

For the operation "Vigorous" the forces therefore were shared: 

- Convoy of (remained soon 9) SS, already cited. 

- Forces of protection and escort: 

7 Cr: Cleopatra (R.Adm. Vian), Dido, Hermione, Euryalus and Arethusa (constituent the 
15" Cr Div.); Newcastle (R.Adm. Tennant) and Birmingham, of the 4" Cr Div. 1 CLAA: Coventry 

26 DD: of squadrons 2, 5, 7, 12, 14, 22 (9 type "Hunt" and 17 of the Fleet) 

4 Cov: Deiphinium, Primula, Erica, Snapdragon 
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2 MS: Boston, Seaham 

1 special ship: Centurion (former BB of 1911, transformed in ship target after the first 
world war, and used now for the transport of 1000 tons of various supplies; armed with 13 a.a. 
Oerlikon machine-gunner of 20 mm.) (1) 

2 rescue ships: Antwerp, Malines; both without arms 

4 torpedo boats under tow of the SS, but made soon to return to port for the not favorable 
conditions of the sea for therefore small hulls. 

18 Subs: (names all known) 9 do not sent in ambush in order to intercept outgoing Italian 
forces from Taranto and Messina; others 9 located along the Italian routes that probably would 
have covered the F.N.. 

In total: 8 Cr -26 DD -4 Cov -2 MS -18 Sub -1 special ship -2 rescue ships. 

As far as the Air forces, to the west they were available, a group of forty of aircrafts 
carried by the 2 CV (2) beyond to that, based to Malta, would have been available in order to take 
part; to the east the aid of approximately 40 combat aircrafts of Egypt and of Malta was 
predisposed: "Wellington" and "Beaufort" torpedo bombers would have operated from Malta; 
"Beaufort" torpedo bombers from Egypt, Americans "Liberators" bombers from the airports of the 
zone of the Suez Canal. 

As far as the fighters, its presence was to the west insured by the CV; to the east a few 
"Beaufighter" and "Kittinhawks" to great autonomy could take part, being Aviation in those 
theaters absorbed from the tasks of support of the Army in the battle underway in Cyrenaica. 

b) The Italian forces engaged were: 

For "Harpoon". 

- naval Forces: 


(1) The presence of this ship had determined the appreciation of Supermarina 
approximately the existence of an ship disguised as battleship, Supermarina being to acquaintance 
of the absence of BBs from the M. F.. 

(2) Exactly the aircrafts were therefore are shared: on the Eagle 16 "Hurricane" and 4 
"Fulmar"; on the Argus 2 "Fulmar" and 18 "Swordfish" (this last with the double antisubmarine 
task and eventually torpedo bombers). 
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7" Div.: Eugenio di Savoia (A.D. From Zara), Montecuccoli 14" DD squ.: Vivaldi, 
Malocello, Zeno 

10" DD squ.: Oriani, Ascari, Gioberti, Premuda: 

Submarines in the triangle Malta - Pantelleria - Lampe: Corallo, Dessie, Onice, Ascianghi, 
Aradam 

between Cape Falcon and Cape Ferrat (that is off the Gulf of Orano): Zaffiro, Velella, 
Emo, Bronzo 

between Cape Ferrat and Cape Bougaroni: Otaria, Uarsciek, Giada, Acciaio to north of 
Cape Blanc: Alagi 

TB and Mas: in the Channel of Sicily. 

In total: 2 Cr -7 DD -14 Sub - some TB and Mas. 


It convene however to say at once that, little after the escape from Palermo of the Group 
"Da Zara", the DD Zeno and Gioberti had to return to port for not repairable damages in machine 
in navigation: therefore they participated to operation only 5 DD. 


- Italian Air forces: 

In Sardinia: 35 bomber-reconnaissance aircraft; 63 torpedo bombers; 68 fighters, 9 divers 
(in total 175 aircrafts). 

Between Sicily and Pantelleria: 41 bomber-reconnaissance aircraft; 14 torpedo bombers; 
102 fighters; 15 divers (in total 172 aircrafts). 


- German Air forces: 

Acted in offensive actions 21 bombers and 27 fighters on 14 June, and 55 bombers and 73 
fighters on 15 June. Moreover a remarkable number of reconnaissance aircraft integrated our 
recognition. 


For the "Vigorous". 
- naval Forces: 
9" Div.: Littorio (Adm. Iachino) and Vittorio Veneto (A.D. Giuseppe Fioravanzo) 
8" Div.: Garibaldi (Adm. Raffaele de Courten) and Duca of Aosta 
3 Div.: Gorizia (Adm. Angelo Parona) and Trento 
7" DD squ.: Legionario, Folgore, Freccia, Saetta 
13" DD squ.: Alpino, Bersagliere, Pigafetta, Mitragliere 
11° DD sq.: Aviere, Geniere, Camicia Nera, Corazziere. 
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The first two squadrons were assigned to the 9" Division, the last one to the Group 
constituted from the four cruisers. 
To south and southeast of Malta they were put in ambush 5 Subs; others 2 Subs between 
Sidi el Barrani and Marsa Matruh. 
Beyond to these forces they acted a imprecise number of Germanic Mas and Subs. 


- Air forces: 

Day 14:9 "8 S 79" torp. And 28 "Mc.202" of Libya, 5 "Cant Z.1007 bis" and 4 "S.79" 
torp. of the Aegean, 122 German bombers. 

Day 15: 9 "Cant Z.1007bis" and 11 "S.79" torp. of the Libya, 5 "S.79" torp. of the Aegean, 
84 German bombers. 

Moreover Italian and German fighters contributed to the protection of our F. N.. 


38" — The operation "Harpoon 

a) The strategic phase. (Graphical n. 12) 

Writes Admiral Curteis in its report that eight of the DDs coming from England, in 
approaching Gibraltar, probably were seen from the African coast while they journeyed in front of 
Cape Spartel (extreme border of west Africa of Tangeri); it did not point out to other doubts on the 
possibility that observatories situated in the zone had noticed the movements of the other units 
engaged in the operation. 

It is of fact, but, than - as it has been said - Supermarina the morning of the 12" already it 
was informed of the beginning of the operation "Harpoon". 

The British naval complex proceeded day 12 without some incident; only the Spanish 
mercantile ship Cabo Prior "had to sight the convoy at 16:03". And in effects it had sighted it, 
because at 00:45 of the 14" Supermarina received from the Intelligence the news that "the 
commander of a Spanish steamboat has reported to have sighted towards 17:00 of the 12" in lat. 
36° 40' N long. 01° 30' W [ 60 mg. for NNW from Oran] a English naval formation composed of 1 
BB, 2 Cr, 2 CV, 20 DD, 5 GB and some steamboats with route to the ease ". 

During the day of 12 June the sights began 
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from part of our recognition: the first sight was carried out at 09:00 to south of Ibiza from an 
aircraft of the CAT. To the same hour the Sub Ofaria saw an English seaplane 60 miles to north of 
Cape Bougaroni: it was probably be a matter of a strategic reconnaissance aircraft, that the Otaria 
signaled (1). 

From that moment in then the British formation, that it followed the march director 100°, 
it was held under nearly continuous observation from Italian and German airplane, in spite of the 
presence in flight of aircrafts of the two CV (a patrol of fighters "Hurricane", and one of 
"Swordfish" with antisubmarine task), than - according to the English relationship - they shot 
down a "Cant 2,1007" and damaged a "Ju.88". Of the many signals of discovery of our airplane, 
English intercepted three at 09:45, 10:51, 13:05. They intercepted moreover AT 11:02 the signal of 
a submarine: it had to be a matter of that one of the Oraria. 

The day of the 13" was moreover laborious for the British formation, that it had also to 
proceed with the refueling at sea of the ships that could not enter Gibraltar. The operation 
demanded much more time than what had been programmed, because Force Y had left from 
Gibraltar in independent way and therefore it was not, so to speak, to hand capacity. Therefore, 
towards at dawn of the 14" the refueling of the Cairo and the DD from the Brown Ranger only 
could be completed, while - in order to earn time -3 DD were resupplied from the Liverpool. The 
Force Y, completed this its first task, remained to intercross in the zone in wait to re-supply Force 
X on its return from Malta. In an English relation the fact is attributed to negligence of the Italian 
Commands that Force Y has been able to intercross undisturbed for several days in those waters 
without to endure some attack from part of the submarines in ambush in the Western 
Mediterranean. It but was never sighted, by aircrafts or submarines. 

The cited exit from Cagliari of the 7" Division, happened at 16:30 of the 13", was at once 
sighted by the English submarines P.43 and P. 2// in ambush to the southeast of the Sardinia. The 
P.43 was found in useful position for the attack; it launch and it thought to have hit with a torpedo 
one of the cruisers; the launch was not perceived from the 7" 


(1) At 01:45 of the 14" the Sub Oraria, being on the surface was strafed from other 
aircraft, that seriously hurt a man of the crew. 
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Division, that it only intercepted signal of discovery transmitted from the attacking submarine. 
Based on this it signal Admiral Leatham, Commander of Malta, arranged the dispatch of a 
formation of aerial torpedo bombers "Wellington" in order to attack the Italian Division: this 
formation caught up to late night our ships to the off of the Sicilian Cape San Vito while these — 
according to the orders of Supermarina - directed in order to enter to Palermo. But the apparatuses 
could not launch "for lack of Bengal illuminant" and the 7" Division reached Palermo without 
incidents at 08:30 of the 14", after to have been discovered and marked at 04:25 from a enemy 
reconnaissance aircraft. 

Before resuming the narration of the relative vicissitudes to the traverse of the British 
forces, it is opportune to draw some clarification on the events of the 13" from the relations of 
Supermarina and Superaereo. 

Beyond to the escape from Cagliari of the 7" Division, Supermarina sent at 13:00 three 
submarines in ambush to the west of Malta and some Mas in the Channel of Sicily, always with 
the concept to lay a trap fast ships that had preceded the convoy. 

Superaereo therefore reported to the activity carried out by the air forces on the 13". 

".., the consistency of the enemy forces comes deduced - in approximate way - from one 
photography executed at 17:05 from a reconnaissance aircraft. They turn out in navigation: 1 BB, 
2 CV, 4 Cr, DD and SS in imprecise number. [ the greater ships, as it is seen, exactly were 
characterized ]. 

"As a result of such sight and also considering that the enemy forces are found to the limit 
of the range of our aircrafts, at 19:30 leaves from the Sardinia 7 aircrafts" S.79 "torpedo bombers 
in order to attack the adversary to the last lights of the day, having like objective the CV. 

"The enemy F. N., that at 18:00 approximately must have carried out a turn towards 
WNW, is not sighted from the torpedo bomber aircrafts that returned without to have been able to 
carry to conclusion the action... 

"At 20:50 Superaereo, than has been maintained for all the day in tightened contact with 
Supermarina and with O.B.S., transmits to this last (and introduces to Supermarina) the following 
appreciation of the situation: The Force H are directly escorting a convoy 
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to Malta with average speed of approximately 12 knots and at dawn tomorrow, 14" current, will be 
able to find on the seventh meridian [ that one of Philippeville ]. In order tomorrow they have been 
arranged explorations in zone with beginning to the first lights and, on it signal of discovery, it will 
come immediately carried out an action by fighter aircrafts, with bombs andirons, from the 
Sardinia against the CV. 

"Hardly the enemy will enter in the range of the fighters, Aviation will carry out an action 
in mass, employing at the same time bombers and torpedo bombers with protection of fighter at 
high and low altitude. Such action will be repeated from the Aeronautics of the Sardinia in the last 
antemeridian hours or the first afternoon hours, by all means still available. The air forces 
dislocated in Sicily, ready to take part, will receive orders in the morning [ of the 14" ]". 

During the night between the 13" and the 14" the English formation was sighted 90 miles 
to the north of Bougie by the Sub Uarsciek. The sight happened at 01:40 of the 14" to the end of 
an attack begun in surface with launch of three torpedo at 23:52 against the two greater shadows 
that the submarine distinguished between numerous others distributed on more columns. Seeing 
superstructures it did not appreciate that they were the CV: it had to be dived at once after launch, 
because it saw escort ships to turn towards him. It felt three explosions, that they made to presume 
it to have hit some ship; but also it could have dealt of depth charges. In the English relation it is 
only said that at 01:42 the naval force probably was sighted and marked from a submarine. 

Another attack was executed at 05:05 from part of the submarine Giada, when the naval 
force, approximately 50 miles to north of Cape de Fer, was in final phase of refueling from Force 
Y and the ships were maneuvering in order to resume their place in the formation. In fact the 
submarine reported of to have sighted at 04:32 in lat. 37° 55' long. 06° 12' two DD sailing at high 
speed. The submarine directed with normal route to that one of the DD in order to approach itself, 
and at 04:40, in the haze of the first light of dawn, spotted a number of ships that appeared firm 
with smaller units in motion around to them. Approaching itself still it distinguished the Eagle, 
against which it directed the attack, and the Argus that the stern introduced; then on an immense 
field of horizon it counted approximately 18 other ships, between large and small, some of which 
judged to be steamboats. At 05:05 (according to reconstruction 
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diagram of the action made from Supermarina) launch 4 torpedo, being in emersion, from the 
distance of 2500 meters. The torpedo did not hit and the submarine dived at once after, made sign 
to a hunting that began at 05:20 with depth charges. Of this episode the English relations do not 
make signal. 

However, the morning of the 14" it found the convoy sailing towards the east on two 
columns. The Kenya flagship was in head of the column of left, the Liverpool was the file leader of 
that one of the right; the Malaya, followed by the Welshman, was in tail to the columns. The motor 
gunboats closed the march in order to increase the effectiveness of the drawn near a.a. defense of 
the convoy and for being ready, in necessity case, to retrieve the shipwrecked. The two aircraft 
carriers were on the left of the convoy (that is from the northern side), free therefore to maneuver 
in independently for the flight operations; the Eagle was escorted from the CLAA Cairo and from 
the DD Wishart; the Argus from the CLAA Charybdis and from the DD Vidette. 

The others 15 DD and the 4 Fleet minesweepers constituted a circular escort around to the 
two columns, formed from the greater ships and the steamboats, to a distance from they from 3 to 
3.5 miles, realizing therefore — according to Admiral Curteis -"a escort unusually extended, but 
that satisfactory was revealed much, since all the ships could fire at the same time are towards the 
inside are towards the outside of the formation, with a freedom of shooting that would have been 
impossible with a very close escort”. 

It was exactly in this formation that the British ship faced the 14" attacks of the Italian- 
German Aeronautics. 

The attacks, for how much constantly and timely foreshadowed from the Radars of the CV 
and of other ships, the day with a series of actions conduct with much audacity and value were 
followed in order nearly all, than Admiral Curteis in his report defined them of "unexpected 
efficiency". 

The first sight was executed from an aircraft of Armera at 05:55 in lat. 38° 00' long. 0° 40' 
(50 miles to north of Cape Bougaroni): the reconnaissance aircraft was attacked from two fighters, 
estimated to have shot down both and was forced to ditch near Carloforte for serious damages 
received in combat. 

At 06:30 English ships they spun in sea the paravane apparatuses, in order to secure itself 
from surprise. From the relation of Superaereo it would seem that the sighting aircraft 
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at 05:55 it had not been able to transmit signal of discovery, because also bringing back the 
episode, Superaereo does not make signal of some decision taken in consequence. 

Superaereo wrote that "after to signaling sight of 07:45 the enemy in lat. 38° 10' long. 07° 
15’, it was ordered to the Sardinia Aeronautics to attack in advance to the F. N. opposing in 
direction southwest, without to attend of the passage to south of the island by which to achieve the 
twofold advantage of having the possibility to repeat the action with the air forces of the Sardinia 
in the limits of autonomy of the fighters and, above all, to force the enemy - damaged and 
weighted down after the first action - to be sailing for a longer time at reduced speed, so that 
accumulating itself of the delay concurred the participation of the Aeronautics of the Sicily the 
successive day also". 

In continuation to this order the first attack was delivered with the English formation a 
little after 09:00 hours by 8 "Cr.42" with bombs andirons, guided by two reconnaissance aircraft 
"S.79", taking of sight the CV. As soon as sighted the objective they separated themselves in two 
patrols of 4 aircrafts each. The attacks from the enemy fighters, succeeded execute the shooting in 
dive on the CV hitting the Argus (according to their esteem) with two bombs from 100 Kg. in the 
stern extremity of the flight deck. In the aerial combat with the opposing fighters a "S.79" and two 
"Cr.42" were shot down, and appreciate to have shot down two English fighters. Two "Cr.42" had 
to land, for fuel exhaustion, at Sidi Hamet in Algeria. 

After this First action the Sardinia Aeronautics launch) in the morning in an only attack to 
synchronized big waves (between 10:00 and 10:15) 32 torpedo bombers and 18 bombers protected 
by 39 fighters; in the afternoon 16 bombers, 5 fighter bomber and 10 torpedo bombers protected 
by 14 fighters (of the which torpedo bombers acted, 3 attacked to the end of the twilight). 

Seriously damaged the Liverpool, that it had to reduced speed to return towards Gibraltar 
escorted by two DD, and sunk the SS Tanimbar that was hit twice. 

In the late afternoon the aerial units of the Sicily entered in action also with the order to 
take of sight the steamboats: the departures of the single ships were regulated with chronometrical 
punctuality in order to obtain the contemporaneity of the actions from part of the bombers at 
height, the divers and the torpedo bombers. They acted in total 32 
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Italian bombers, 17 divers, 14 torpedo bombers, 43 fighters, and moreover 21 German bombers 
and 27 fighters. 

According to the appreciations of the air ones, in all the carried out actions day 14 were 
obtained the following results. 

- From Aeronautics Sardinia: sunk 1 light ship and 3 SS; damaged 1 BB, 1 CV, 2 Cr, 1 SS. 

- From Aeronautical Sicily sunk 1 Cr, 1 SS; 1 CV, damaged 1 BB (for the second time), 2 
Cr, 3 imprecise ships, a SS. 

- From the CAT: 2 SS damaged. 

In total: sunk 2 Cr (or 1 Cr and 1 DD), 4 SS; damaged 1 BB (twice), 2 CV, 4 Cr, 4 SS, 3 
imprecise ships. 

21 aircraft of the Sardinia, 4 of the Sicily, 3 of the CAT were lost: these figures testify of 
the decision with which the airman carried in depth the actions entrusted to them. 

They were estimates sure shot down 29 and 6 probably enemy aircrafts. 

Described therefore the first attack and made the synthesis of connected the events of 14 
June with the activity of Aviation, as we see according to British documentation the traverse was 
carried out by the naval force, that it constitutes testimony more reliable than that one of our 
aircrafts, because the ships have greater comfort to observe and to record the facts. 

According to, therefore, English "the attacks had beginning at 09:30 with a light attack of 
bombers in dive, carried out from two groups of fighter bomber "Cr.42" of 4 or 5 airplane each: 
one of the groups was approached from the aft quarters to a height approximately 3500 meters and 
began the dive gives approximately 1800 meters, while the other, that it came from the forward 
quarters with the sun to - the sides and flew on the 1800 meters, uncoupled the bombs from 900- 
1200 meters. Two ships took by sight the Argus with that escorted; the Charybdis had one bomb 
much close. During the attack the a.a. shooting did not achieve results, but after the attack two 
airplane were shot down from two "Fulmar" fighters of the Eagle, but controlled by the Argus on 
which they landed after the action, since it was previewed at a low altitude to employ the 
"Hurricane" from the Eagle for the hunting at high altitude and the "Fulmar" from the Argus for 
that one ". 

A more serious later attack was executed half hour, and just 
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between the 10:08 and the 10:25. English counted 28 torpedo bombers "S.79" (were 32) escorted 
by 20 Macchi (were really 20 "Mc. 200") and 10 Cant type bombers (were 18 "Cant Z.1007 bis"). 
Of the "Cr. 42", than also they were on the place, the British documents do not make note. 

The "S. 79" torpedo bombers were approached from north (that is from the left of the 
formation) in two big waves of equal consistency. The first, crossed at 10:10 the line of the 
convoys ship from left towards right at 150 meters of height and gone around the tail of the 
convoy, attacked on the right side divided into two groups and launch the torpedo at 10:16 from 
the height of about thirty of meters and from the distance of 1800 meters: the Liverpool was hit 
that was in head to the right column (as was said) and the SS Tanimbar. 

The second big wave attacked instead the column of left at 10:12, a little before that is of 
the previous one (having executed one short maneuver); but - strongly contrasted from the a.a. 
shooting - it had launch from greater distance (approximately 3500 meters): no torpedo hit, 
because Admiral Curteis had the time to make to turn of urgency all the ships of 45° towards the 
attackers. 

Nearly at the same time to the attack of the first big wave (second in time order) they 
attacked from ahead, coming from the direction of the sun, Cant type bombers formed into two 
groups: the bombs launch from height close to the 4000 meters, particularly thickened around to 
the CV, did not hit any ship, except the Tanimbar that was already quickly sinking for the torpedo 
received. 

A little before the some torpedo bomber they executed attacks from great distance, without 
hitting anything: it was probably be a matter of dispersed aircrafts that, not having been able 
launch in the attack in mass, were turned back "expectant getting rid of the torpedo”. 

The air Italians were constantly judge "brave" and their "unexpectedly impressive" attacks, 
but not well synchronized and therefore with it turns out inferior to whom they could have 
obtained if they had been contemporary on both sides of the naval formation. 

English lost 3 aircrafts, of which 1 shot down from the shooting a.a. of the ships; they 
estimated of having shot down a 3 torpedo bomber and hunting with their fighters, and 7 torpedo 
bombers with the shooting a.a.. 

The Liverpool had been hit in the premises of the drive system and it could not sail that 
with only one propeller at only 3 or 4 knots. 
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Therefore he received the order to return to Gibraltar under tow of the escorted Antelope and by 
the Westcott: it was replaced by the Welshman to the head of the right column. During the long 
travel it was annoyed from aerial attacks in the first 24 hours. At 15:40 of the 14" five fighter 
bomber "Cr.42" attacked from astern, having the sun to the side, but - except a pair of bombs that 
fell close to it, increasing of the list - it did not have other damages. At 17:00, while the towing 
cables were broken, was again attacked without result from the bombers at high altitude; soon after 
it they attacked 7 torpedo bombers strongly escorted. The torpedo missed and the cruiser with the 
Westcott shit down two torpedo bombers. 

Other attacks were repeated at 19:15 (5 bombers at height), at 21:30 (6 torpedo bombers 
according to the English, but that in effects they were 3), at 13:20 of successive day 15 June (3 
torpedo bombers): no attack succeeded positive. After, the Liverpool more was not sailing; at 
sunset of the 15" it met two tugs coming from Gibraltar, that freed the Antelope from the task of 
towing; from the first the hours of the 16" the "Liverpool" Group had also the escort of some 
corvettes, also coming from Gibraltar, and it arrived in that base the evening of the 17". 

Held account of its lowest speed, and in sure moments of its immobility, the Liverpool was 
indeed fortunate. 

While the convoy with its escort was continuing for Malta: after the attacks of the morning 
it was not more disturbed until 17:15 (of the 14°); although that the Radars revealed the insistent 
presence of reconnaissance aircraft. 

At 17:20 appeared the first German bombers: ten "Ju.88", than soon after attacked in dive. 
"As it is it accustoms them in the Mediterranean - Admiral Curteis wrote - was much difficult one 
to see these airplane before they reach the positions of uncoupling of the bombs, and for this 
reason the a.a. shooting turned out inefficient". They were the at least two attacking units: the 
English fighters forced two "Ju.88" to throw to case the bombs and of it two damaged others, 
analogous forced to uncouple the bombs hastily. The other aircraft succeeded to place several 
bombs very close to the targets: a bomb fell on the left of the Eagle) nearest the bow, passed under 
the ship and burst from the opposite side. Never the less the ship did not have damages. No 
German airplane was shot down and a "Fulmar" was lost. 
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At 19:00 hours maneuver freedom was given to the Welshman in order to continue at high 
speed for Malta; DD Kujawiak replaced it as file leader of the right column. 

At 19:06 - hardly the fast minelayer had been detached from the formation - a massive 
attack, arranged with bombers and torpedo bombers was delineated. 

It was executed a score of miles to the northeast of Cape Blanc and had one total duration 
of approximately 20 minutes. 14 torpedo bombers, 14 level bombers, 17 dive bombers, 43 fighters 
of varied type participated, while from the convoy they were removes 4 DD for antisubmarine 
search and hunting. 

Here as the attack would have been carried out, according to the British documentation. 

"First to appear [ at 19:06 ] torpedo bombers were the" S.79 "that were approached rather 
from the northeast on the left of the formation flying high on the sea; they went around the stern of 
convoy, outside of the capacity of the artilleries, and therefore they glided down attacking from the 
right side. A few minutes after sight the airplane "S.79", two groups of "Ju.88" arrived on the 
scene from the aft quarters [ that is from the west ], uncoupling the bombs give approximately 
4000 meters of height, without to achieve results, while - flown over the escort - they were 
capacities long the columns of the naval formation. Endured after divers reached of bow on the left 
"Ju.87", that escort attacked wing left of beating from 2000 meters until 300 meters and, although 
they had hoped to hit the Eagle that was on the left of the convoy, in order little did not hit the DD 
Icarus and Wrestel; the arrival of these bombers in dive distracted the attention of the ships in 
escort — according to the affirmation of the Capt. Armstrong of the Onslou) - from the torpedo 
bombers that, for last, closed the attack at 19.20. Admiral Curteis ordered three turns to the left 
urgency towards in order maintaining to the torpedo bombers astern to the formation, introducing 
therefore the minimal target. The greater part of these airplane taken of sight the Malaya — Argus — 
Chaybdis - Vidette Group, that it was then two miles on the right of the convoy, and launch three 
torpedo gives approximately 300 meters against the CV that with ready maneuver could avoid 
them... 

"This was the last encounter with air forces before that the forces were divided in the near 
the Channel of Sicily. In comparison with the large coming from aerial attacks of the morning 
from the Sardinia, those developed between the 19:00 and 19:20 it was very synchronized and 
according to the 
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testimony of some officials was particularly vigorous the action of the aerial torpedo bombers. If 
the attack did not cause any damage, that depended mainly on the approached of emergency 
carried out by the convoy, because the a.a. shooting the action of the fighters was some from 
comparing itself to those of the morning. One in aerial action, one shot down unfortunately from 
the fire of the ships, one smashed went lost three English fighters (landing on the CV). The 14 
June, altogether the 16 "Hurricane" and the 6 "Pulmar" of the CV shot down the enemy airplane, 
of it damaged others and others rejected, losing in all 7 airplane ". 

According to the relation of Superaereo, the effectiveness of the opposing reaction during 
the described attack was very modest, that it agrees with the English judgment. The torpedo 
bombers attacked, break up into patrols, the Argus, the Malaya, a Cr and a SS, while the divers 
acted against part of the escort and the bombers (than they were not "Ju.88", but "S.79" -"S.84" - 
"Cant Z.1007bis") acted against the columns of the convoy. A single aircraft did not return to base 
and the air ones estimated to have hit 9 enemy ships at least. 

The 4 DD for antisubmarine hunting has been seen as towards 19:00 had been detached 
from British naval force. It was be a matter of the Sub Alagi that, finding itself in ambush to north 
of Cape Blanc, had given signs of its presence. 

At 17:45, approximately 30 miles to north of Cape Blanc, the Alagi had sighted with the 
periscope towards south a group of ships, among which a CV had been distinguished. 

It maneuvered endured in order to approach and to at least attack a tail ship of the 
formation, than while it had been revealed as a strongly escorted convoy. It did not reach to carry 
itself in useful position of launch, also passing under the escort ships, and assisted - in part 
observing with the periscope and part feeling the explosions - to the aerial attack of 19:06 — 19:25 
against the English formation, than it was paraded to it without that it could launch. 

At 19:30 it saw a BB (the Malaya) that it judged far approximately 15 thousand meters. 
Begun the attack maneuver, part on the surface and part in immersion, was found towards 21:00 in 
the vicinities of several ships, among which was also the CV, that it had the impression put the 
bow to the wind directing just towards him, for requirements of the flight operations. 
Approximately at 21:10 launched two torpedoes against the CV, 


Page. 283 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
which did not hit, while a new aerial attack was being carried out. 

Feeling several explosions of difficult acknowledgment, because they could be provoked 
both from aerial bombs and from depth charges, it dipped quickly as soon as launch and it 
assumed a route of removal. Perceiving more new explosions he did not have the conviction not to 
have been sighted, and at 22:05 surfaced to launched signal of discovery. 

The Alagi was found to maneuver in waters of the English formation astride of the 20:30, 
the hour in which the Force W inverted the route, leaving to continue the convoy with Force X. 

The episode of the submarine therefore is described from British side. 

"The distance to which the Malaya had found from the convoy (2 miles during the aerial 
attack of 19:06-19:25) was determined by the encounter with a Sub, whose periscope had been 
sighted during the dive bombing from the DD Middleton, that it made part of the forward escort. It 
threw a depth charge, imitated by two others DD that left the escort positions in order also to 
launched depth charges on the sight point, without but succeeding to establish a contact "asdic" for 
the numerous ships in motion all around. The submarine was evidently dived under the mercantile 
ships, since its periscope appeared at once of bow to right of the Malaya. The BB was turned to the 
right in order comb the attack of the torpedo bombers - then in course - and continued to turn 
towards the submarine until when the periscope disappeared close to its bow. The ship turned 
therefore on the left in order catching up to the convoy, making signal of alarm to the Speedy, that 
was on the right side of the escort. This minesweeper had seen the DD to throw the depth charge 
and, while it continued to fire against the airplane, it succeeded to obtain a good "asdic" contact: 
its Commander, C.C. Doran, thought to have destroyed the submarine; but the final assessments on 
the sinking of submarines do not concur to accept this appreciation ". 


b) Separation of the Forces near the Channel of Sicily. (Graphical n.12). 


At 20:00, when the English formation arrival to the entrance of the Channel of Sicily, 
arrived from Malta 4 "Beaufighters” in order to replace the 
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naval pilots, tired from a long day of escort and aerial combats, and at 20:30 Admiral Curteis 
turned towards the west, entrusting the safety of the convoy until Malta to the Force, commanded 
by the Capt. Hardy on the Cairo. 

The 5 residual mercantile ships were delivered up on a single line of row for being able to 
journey along the Tunisian coast, while the warships were placed in escort formation: were the 
Cairo, 9 DD, 4 minesweeper of the fleet, 6 motor minesweepers, 6 motor gunboats. 

At 21:05 - when by now it was becoming dark - eight "Ju.88" carried out an attack without 
consequences, beating between 2000 and 900 meters; they approached from the bow the naval 
formation coming from the darker field of the horizon so as to see the ships projected on the side 
still illuminated from the last light of the twilight; but never the less they did not obtain succeeded 
and losing two aircraft. 

While Force W was in route at 16 knots for Gibraltar, searched from illuminant the Italian 
aircrafts with flares between the 21:30 and 21:50. At 21:00 it had been attacked without success by 
the Sub Alagi to north of Cape Blanc. 

The next day, 15 June, it continuously was flown over from reconnaissance aircraft, but 
only two "indecisive approaches” were execute from aerial torpedo bombers, of which if one was 
lost. In effects it was be a matter — according to the relation of Superaereo - of an attack executed a 
little after noon by three "S.79" of the Sardinia, than they could not press home the action against 
the CV for the intense a.a. fire: shot down was that one of the three aircrafts, that it had to insist in 
the attempt to torpedo, separating therefore from the others two. 

Also the Sub Uarsciek sighted Force W, in route for Gibraltar, towards 09:00 of the 15" to 
the northwest of Cape Bougaroni. 

While admiral Curteis had - through the radio - had some news of events that was carrying 
out in waters of Pantelleria (of which will be deal with shortly) and morning of the 16", being by 
now outside from danger of new attacks aerial, ordered at 07:50 that the Malaya with the Argus 
and 4 DD continue for Gibraltar, while it with the Kenya, the Charybdis, Eagle and 2 DD 
remained to intercross in a zone, than allowed it protect Force X while it would have resupplied 
from Force Y the 17" or the 18". 

Force X arrived on the scene from Malta towards the 19:00 hours of 17 June and the two 
Forces returned to Gibraltar the 18". 
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c) The preparatory and pre-tactical phase of the crash of Pantelleria. 


The evening of the 14 June to Supermarina the situation had been appreciated as: 

The placing convoy of is probably in lat. 38° 00’ long. 09° 40’, 40 miles to north of Cape 
Blanc [ that was practically exact ]. It is previewed that can journey for Cape Bon at 01:00 of the 
15", or to south of Marettimo at 03:00 of the 15": in the first case it will be found towards 
Pantelleria at 08:00 of the 15", in the second to case at 09:00 of the 15". Since it is already in 
delay, the transit for Marettimo, longer and more dangerous, is little probable. It is therefore 
decided: 

a) To send in ambush 6 Mas to Cape Bon and 2 TB to south of Marettimo. 

b) To send the 7" Division near Pantelleria for 05:00 of the 15". 

c), To carry to five the Subs on the route for Malta. 

d) Continue the aerial recognition in the nocturnal hours in order to follow the movements 
of the enemy ". 

In execution to much above a section of DD were sent to intercross in waters west of 
Trapani, while three squadrons of Mas were sent in nocturnal ambush in the Channel of Sicily. 
The employment of these light ships did not exercise but some influence on the course of the 
operations, because the state of the sea obligated them nearly all to return to bases. 

During the night, moreover, in order to reinforce the already disposed insidious 
obstructions, they were moved: 1 Sub in the Western Mediterranean, 2 Sub to the west and others 
2 to the east of Malta. Therefore the morning of the 15 June they were in ambush near Malta and 
the Western Mediterranean 20 Subs. 

The 7” Division, as it has been seen, was reached Palermo at 08:30 of the 14", remaining 
ready one to move in 3 hours from the departure order. 

At 10:40 the following order left from Supermarina for the admiral Da Zara and Messina 
Navy: "Eugene and Montecuccoli with Oriani, Gioberti, Ascari, Vivaldi, Malocello, Zeno, 
Premuda find tomorrow the 15" at 05:00 to 5 miles south Pantelleria goal to attack enemy convoy 
after its transit Sicilian Channel. To avoid to engaging with superior forces. National submarines 
operate between 
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meridians 13° and 13° 40' and parallels 35° 40' and 36° 20'. Arranged fighter protection and aerial 
nocturnal escort. Messina navy arranges antisubmarine aerial escort. Commander 7" Division 
gives direct orders DD Premuda ". 

The content of this shipping therefore was paraphrased and commented in advance 
payment for telephone at 10:30 from Admiral Sansonetti (Deputy of G. S. of the Navy) to Admiral 
da Zara: 

"The eastern convoy is entrusted to Iachino. The convoy of the west to you. From 
communications on the last western sight, it is supposed that the convoy will be at 14:00 hours 
near La Galite and will try the nocturnal passage. 

"One thinks that the BB and the CV the leave before sunset, but that sure it will be 
accompanied from some cruiser. The 4 or 5 cruisers would have to be 2 of the type "Dido", and 1 
imprecise probably antiaircraft 1. Before evening we will know something more precise. 

"The operating concept: you to find at 05:00 hours to 10 miles for southeast from 
Pantelleria; if the enemy is in prevalence to act with maneuver and smoke so that you could shelter 
at Pantelleria. 

"I have given order to the "Vivaldi" squ. [ that was at Naples ] for being at 10:00 at 
Palermo. I have given order to the Premuda [ that was at Trapani] of ready being to move at 18:00. 
You take directed agreements with Admiral Barone [ Commander M. M. in Sicily ]: for the 
Premuda) in order to avoid the encounter with the "Augustea" convoy [ that it was in arrival from 
Tripoli ]; for the two TB of the escort to such convoy that could be used for the Tunisian K.4 
ambush [ in coastal waters, from Kelibia for 10 miles towards the south ]. 

"And be demanded the maximum support of national fighter aircraft. 

"This night we will try makes you to follow from a nocturnal apparatus, that the attention 
of the enemy can withdraw". 

The 7” Division, escorted from a section of fighters "Cr.42", left the port of Palermo at 
19:24 of the 14 June, gathering with the Premuda that had left Trapani at 17:45. As it is already 
saying, the DD Zeno and Gioberti returned soon after in port for disadvantage to machinery of the 
engines, and therefore the 7" Division continued with 2 CL and the 5 DD. 

The escape in sea of the Division did not escape to the British recognition 
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that sighted it at 20:25 off of Palermo, without but that the reconnaissance aircraft could follow it 
in order to determine its definitive director of march. 

Admiral Leatham of Malta judged that the Italian Division was directed towards the east 
in order to join with the bulk of the F. N. that had left Taranto the same evening and - based on this 
judgment - an aerial patrolling decided discovers the Strait of Messina, while an unit of aerial 
torpedo bombers was prepared at Malta to send to the attack if the recognition had resumed 
contact with it. 

Admiral Curteis, who was being sailing towards Gibraltar, received the news from 
Admiral Leatham at 22:15. I introduce myself endured the problem if to send or he does not 
reinforce Force X, that it had a only small CLAA and 9 DD in good part bound to the escort of the 
SS, diminishing the protection of the CV. He is decided negatively, therefore reasoning: 

"I did not think that the Italian force would have directed for the west in order to attack by 
night the convoy. 

"LT also did not think that such force would have entered in the zone in which the convoy 
would have been found at the dawn, since I had notion that the Italians avoided this zone in order 
not expose them to aerial attacks from Malta. 

"Judging from passed encounters with the Italians, the escort of the convoy was 
sufficiently strongly in order to prevent they to provoke some damage to the convoy and, with the 
added of the aerial danger, they would have kept themselves far. According to the intentions he 
originates them Force X would have had to consist of only the DDs, and I had added the Cairo. 

"Force W at dawn of the 15 June would have been still to sun 130 miles from the air force 
bases of the Sardinia, that is within the range of easy aerial attacks. Moreover they were many 
probable nocturnal attacks of torpedo bombers. The Eagle and the Argus have been extremely 
vulnerable without the aid of the a.a. defense of the cruisers. 

"At midnight the W Force was to 162 miles from the point that the convoy would have 
reached at dawn and the cruisers, that had sent, would have had to march to one medium of 24 
knots along the route that they involved a navigation feature much dangerous: in the complex a 
risky enterprise. 

"With forces available a decision was a hazard clearance: if the Liverpool had been 
present, I would not have had doubt some " 


Page. 289 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
291 








ne ens 


st 


* 
hai 





Scontro di Pantelleria: particolare di un Ct impegnato. 


13 - Action of Pantelleria: particular of an engaged DD. 
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Scontro di Pantelleria; il BEDOUIN prossimo ad affondare. 


14 - Action of Pantelleria: the Bedouin close to sinking 
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As it was seen, the reasoning was completely wrong for how much concerned our 
decisions approximately the employment of the 7" Division; and wrong it was also the hypothesis 
of Admiral Leatham. 

Force X had been separated from Force W, just at 20:15 of the 14" in the point 36 miles 
for 10° from the Island of the Cani and after the attack endured at 21:05 more it was not annoyed. 

Commander Hardy wrote however in its report: "During the night a sure illuminant 
number was observed fortified with parachute, launch from the side of the sea [ we remember that 
it navigated under the same Tunisian coast] and was thought that the enemy trying the convoy, 
thinking that it was passed to north of Zembra island. It could also are given that its scope was that 
one to indicate to surface forces the position of the convoy respect, to them". 

This phrase could make to think that Commander Hardy was also to the current of the exit 
to sea of the 7" Division: but it seems arbitrary somewhat to suppose above all that it - to the 
contrary of the two admirals - indeed thought to an encounter with the Italian ships. And more 
probable that, referring to surface forces, it thought next to ship torpedo boat in nocturnal ambush. 

The Navigation of Force X continued undisturbed until the dawn. Only, little after 01:00 
hours the 15" of some DD fired on something that was outlined close to land; but heads very soon 
that he had to be a matter itself of the wreckage one of the Havock. 


d) The action of Pantelleria. (Graphical n. the 13 and 14) 

The two naval ships, that they were in order to meet itself at dawn of the 15" to the south 
of Pantelleria, continued navigation undisturbed for all the night. 

Force X, after the incident of the firing for misunderstanding against the wreckage of the 
Havock, continued under the coast until the height of the Banco Kurba and then it directed for the 
southeast, always to the speed of 12 knots. 

At 23:50 of the 14" the Admiral da Zara received the news that the BB and the two CV 
had invert the route at sunset. Two minutes after a message of Supermarina informed him that the 
convoy 
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in route towards Malta it comprised | or 2 cruisers, 10 SS and 4 or 6 steamboats (1). 

At 02:52 of the 15" Admiral Da Zara was perceived from Supermarina that "the convoy 
could be slightly in advance ". 

Therefore it ordered to its cruisers to keep itself ready to catapult the airplane from the 
05:00 in then in order exploring the zone comprised between the parallels 35° and 36° and the 
meridians 12° and 13°. He convene to observe that to the center of this rectangle the Pelagie 
islands are found: Lampedusa and Lampione. 

At 04:35, approaching the zone of probable encounter with the enemy, the Admiral 
arranged the DD as he follows: 10" squ. (Oriani Ascari - Premuda) ahead to the cruisers the 14" 
squ. (Vivaldi - Malocello) astern. 

It taken this decision in consideration of the insufficient maximum speed of the 14" 
squadron, thinking to employ it for the attack to the steamboats. 

At 04:40 he assumed a route 180° and at 05:05 he carried the speed to 24 knots. 

For his part Commander Hardy had newly arranged the steamboats on two columns 
preceded from by the 5 Cairo and having DD of the fleet of the 11" squ., with the Bedouin in 
head, service of escort on the right side, the 4 "Hunts" 2" squ.), with the Blankney in head, on 
left and the all the minesweeper astern. 

Reassuming, in the imminence of the action the two opposite formations therefore were 
constituted: 

- Force X: | CLAA from 4200 tons., 9 DD, 10 MS,5 SS 

-7" Division: 2 Cr from 7000 tons; 5 DD. 

The offensives potential were respective: 

- Force X: 22 pieces from 120 mm, 36 from 102 mm, 4 from 114 mm, 58 torpedo tubes. 


(1) Visa vie this message we think opportune to put in luminosity: 

- that in the relation of the Admiral Da Zara it is indicated in arrival on Eugene di Savoia 
at 23:52 of the 14" 

- that in the directory of the messages receipts on E. di Savoia, attached to the relation, 
vice versa it is indicated in arrival at 01:03 of the 15" and moved the hour protocol of departure of 
23:55. It was a lot along and it reassumed the events happened in the two basins of the 
Mediterranean, concluding with the news that directly interested the 7" Division. 
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-7" Division: 16 pieces from 152 mm, 4 from 149 mm (Premuda)) 20 from 120 mm, 12 
from 100 mm, 40 torpedo tubes. 


The first sight was executed from a "Beaufighter" that, coming from Malta was going to 
take to position of escort in the sky of Force X. The airplane at 05:20 signaled to the Cairo by 
radiophone the presence to the across on the left and to the distance of 15 miles of 2 cruisers with 
4 DD. 

In that moment the English formation found 25 miles to the southwest of Pantelleria, with 
route 130° and speed 12 knots. 

Soon after the Italian ships they were sighted from the Cairo in direction 75°, to 10 miles 
of distance with route appreciated in 150°. The Cairo launch to the convoy the signal of sight at 
05:31. Our cruisers were appreciates as the class "Condottieri" and the DD was assessed for 5 
rather than 4. 

To the sight the Bedouin received action freedom in order to attack the enemy with the 
group of the Fleet DDs. 

This order was in harmony with the action plan that Commander Hardy had already 
studied and discussed with his Commanders: launch, that is, the Fleet DDs to the attack as soon as 
sighted the enemy, while he with the Cairo and with the 12" DD squ. "Hunt" would have hidden 
with dense smoke screen the convoy at the same time diverted towards the Tunisian coast. 

Therefore, while the 11" squ. it went to the attack passing with not easy maneuver of 
ahead to the convoy that while had had the order at 05:45 to turn towards the coast, the Cairo - 
previewing that the Italian Division would immediately have pressed home its attack - engaged 
opening the fire at 05:50 entirety with the 12" squ., with the criterion to mask at once the convoy 
and to earn time with a delaying action, in the hope that an unit of aerial torpedo bomber was sent 
from Malta. 


While the 7" Division had been caught up at 05:20 from the first patrol of the fighters (1) 
and 05:30 had in its turn sighted to Force X on the survey 270° to the distance of approximately 20 
thousand 


(1) According to the relationship of Superaereo from 05:20 until the sunset the 7” Division 


nearly had uninterruptedly the protection of the aerial fighters, in which they were alternates 117 
aircraft. 
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meters: it estimated that this comprised 6 steamboats, 12 light ships (DD and Cov) and 2 Cr in 
head to the formation. Eugene and Montecuccoli had order to open the fire against the two 
presumed cruisers. First the salvo, for the documentary agreement testimony of the two 
adversaries, left at 05:39, while the 7" Division from some minute marched at 28 knots. 

In truth the two ships against which the fire from the Italian cruisers was opened were the 
Bedouin and the Partridge, the two DD in head to the 11" squadron: probably Admiral Da Zara 
believed of having of forehead cruisers, because the fleet DD dislocated approximately 1900 tons 
against approximately 1000 tons of the "Hunt". 

From that moment the action continued, lasted for approximately 10 hours with several 
makes and intervals, in a dense smoke screen atmosphere that yields difficult, from both sides, an 
exact appraisal of the circumstances, the movements and the acknowledgment of the units 
participants. Account must moreover be held that during the naval action was carried out also sets 
in action airplane, that it increased of appreciation of the situation and conduct of the shooting. 

The Group Cairo-12" DD squ. delayed to answer to the fire until 05:50, although after 
before already the second Italian salvo fall short was astride of the Cairo, because pieces from 102 
mm of which the group it was armed did not have sufficient throw in order to answer. "Indeed - 
Commander Hardy wrote - the Cairo talked fired to intermittently in the course of the action, more 
than other for moral effect, since the enemy was not never within the useful capacity of pieces 
from 102 mm". 

Admiral Da Zara carried within the 05:44 speeds of its ships to 32 knots, and to such hour 
he turned towards the adversary in order to lock the distance and to render the shooting more 
effective, concentrating it against the DD that — that guided by the Bedouin - came to the attack. 

At 05,48 the Vivaldi communicated that the 14" squadron could not march more than 28 
knots: it was in fact expiring astern to the cruisers. Then Admiral Da Zara, not thinking possible to 
reduce the speed in that moment of crisis determined from the attack of the DD British, at 05:50 
ordered to the Vivaldi and to the Malocello to attack the steamboats, as already pre-established. It 
while proposed itself to cut the route, picks cruisers and with the 10" DD squ., to the opposing 
formation, to go around it and to attack the convoy from the opposite side. 
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The two DD Vivaldi and Malocello directed endured towards the smoke of the convoy, but 
they were found without warning of the forefront 4 to "Hunt" emerged from the smoke and that 
they opened endured the fire; the shooting that one of the 5 came to join "Bedouin" (that they were 
still approaching in order to attack our cruisers) and ours two DD came therefore to find 
themselves engaged by 9 DD. They continued equally towards the convoy, and at 06:00 - judging 
impossible approach further - they launched two torpedoes each against the nearer cargo vessels, 
from the distance of 5800 meters. They then continued to fire alternatively on the steamboats 
(when visible behind the smoke) and on the enemy DD, from which it continued to leave a 
shooting nourished and centered. At 06:15, hit from a projectile in the premises of the bow engine, 
the Vivaldi after five minutes was stopped, also with damage to the maneuver of the rudder. The 
enemy DD intensified the offense against of it, approaching itself until 4500 meters: against very 
close (that it had on the bow the symbol "H.68") launch two torpedo, than but they did not hit, 
while the Malocello the maneuver around in order to hide it with smoke, continuing to fire. Also 
the English DD launch two torpedoes, that they passed astern to the immovable ship. Its 
Commander (Capt. Ignazio Castrogiovanni) signaled: "I will fight until the last. Long Live the 
King!". Fortunately the English DD desisted from the attack going away towards south and the 
Vivaldi having which could replace in motion the aft engine, began to slowly navigate towards 
Pantelleria escorted by the Malocello (Comdr. Mario Leoni). 

This vicissitude, whose Italian protagonist was the Vivaldi, was duration nearly half hour: 
at 06:20 it was remained immobilized, as has been said; at 06:46 it had been able to replace in 
motion. 

In the meantime the 7" Division had continued the combat against the DD of the 11" 
squadron lead from the Bedouin, to which the Cairo after to have in first time maneuvered with the 
DD was gathering the "Hunt" type in order to mask the convoy and to engage the 7" Division. 

The English DD, decided to prevent that our ships could be carried on the convoy, 
developed the most intense fire forcing them continuous turning. At the beginning of the action the 
Montecuccoli was hit from projectiles the officer quarters, that it produced light damages but hurt 
with projected splinters also in the near premises eight persons, five of which seriously. Also the 
Eugene di Savoia 
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had insignificant damages, but two dead men, from a blow that close caught up the hull to the 
floatation in correspondence of the infirmary. 

The most intense fire lasted engaging all the bores: the observation of the shooting, even if 
facilitated to the beginning from the powder luminous visible at dawn, was rendered difficult from 
persistent smoke screen. 

A blow fell on the forward superstructures of the Cairo without causing compromising 
damages the efficiency of the ship. 

Around at 06:15 the Bedouin and the Partridge) that they were in head to the squadron, 
were both seriously hit (the first one more then the second) and immobilized. Then the Cairo 
continued in the action with the remaining 3 Fleet DD: the /thuriel at a distance engaged the 
Montecuccoli (reaching also of useful shooting of the machine-gunner from 40 mm) while Marne 
and Matchless engaged Oriani and Ascari. 

Nearly at the same time to the putting outside cause of the two DD English, and just at 
06:17, Admiral Da Zara - conscious of the critical situation in which the Vivaldi was found, that it 
had before asked it support and then signaled that was remained stopped in means to the sea - 
judging insufficient the protection of the Malocello, decided to send in its aid the 10" DD squ. and 
to continue the action only the cruisers. In his report he therefore motivated this important 
decision: "I consider the situation of the very precarious Vivaldi and the escort of only the 
Malocello insufficient... I then decide to re-unite all the DD in an only group whose consistency, 
while it gives greater protection to the Vivaldi, can constitute also one serious threat to the convoy. 
With the two cruisers, instead, I decide to wrap the enemy formation and to head at the 
steamboats, obtaining therefore is to lighten an eventual pressure on my DD is to head directly for 
the main objective of the action. It is necessary, naturally, to face the risk to fight without some 
unit of escort”. 

Therefore Oriani, Ascari and Premuda, turned on the right at 06:18 directed towards the 
north, meeting themselves in short with the 4 "Hunt", that they blocked their route. Then the 
commander of squadron (Capt. Riccardo Pontremoli), judging not to be able to remove himself 
without for given to the east the presence of the Italian obstruction of mines "TAN", directed for 
the south in order to go around it from the southern side and to reach the Vivaldi going back the 
obstruction from 
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the ease side. At 07:55 the 10" and the 14" DD squ. were re-united and will examine later that 
what happened to each of them. For now we only say that at 09:05 the Oriani received the order to 
again join with the cruisers leaving a DD of escort to the Vivaldi, in aid to the Malocello. It 
executed the order at 09:30, leaving on the place Premuda (Cmdr. Mario Bartalesi) that it was 
short of fuel in order it cannot re-supply completely at Trapani because of naphtha deficiency in 
that base. 

Remained with the two cruisers to face Force X, Admiral Da Zara maneuvered with the 
tactical criterion from exposed therefore: "At 06:39 the enemy formation that is found on survey 
0° from the 7" Division turnes for the ESE, while a inferno of fire - centering - fell on our cruisers. 
And evident the intention of the enemy at all costs to try the passage towards the east. I assume 
therefore a route 180° in order to increase a little distances and to avoid unexpected attacks of the 
DD, and at 06:45 I turn for route 90° to the goal to prevent to the convoy to become unstrung 
towards the east, but wrapping indeed its head in order to obligate it to invert the route newly ". 

At 07:05 it, estimating insufficient its forces in order to destroy therefore a numerous 
formation of ships, asks to the Aeronautics of the Sicily the aid of airplane and continued its 
maneuver, according to the distance indicated in the diagram n. 13, than carried it to approach 
again themselves to the adversary and then to return towards the east, deciding finally at 08:15 
approximately - when the enemy that in the meantime it was removed towards north, always 
covered from a smoky atmosphere did not see more - to go around obstruction "TAN" from south, 
reassemble them and to return then towards the west in order to prevent an eventual English 
attempt to direct towards Malta passing to north of the obstruction, as he could make to presume 
the removal towards north of the forces of protection of the convoy. 

In purpose he therefore wrote, referring to the phase carried out between the 07:37 and the 
11:05: 

"The contact with the enemy is extremely difficult for the persistence of the smoke; I 
decide therefore to resume position to the east of it in order to in any case prevent its march 
towards Malta... At 07:54 I transmit to Supermarina the following telegram: "Begun shooting 
05L38 hours stop Locked distances at 6500 meters stop Hit 1 Cr and 3 DD stop Hours 07:00 
suspended shooting because enemy one went away making 
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smoke stop Exhausted supply of shell stop I try to resume contact stop 074015". At 08:14 the 
enemy completely is outside sight. My nagging thought is that it does not have to proceed 
absolutely towards the east. Since the convoy is found decidedly towards north of the parallel that 
delimits the extreme south of obstruction "7.AN" makes the hypothesis that the enemy tries the 
passage towards to the east going around some the extreme north. I decide therefore to go back the 
obstruction from the east, thinking that if in such phase I resume contact I can also hope to attract 
the enemy on the obstruction. Therefore at 08:15 I communicate to Supermarina my position and 
the intention to drag the enemy on the obstruction... At 09:30 I at the same time ask the 
Aeronautical Commander Sicily the exploration... and dispatch to Supermarina the following 
communication: "Pause combat stop I try to develop slowly exposed to previous communication 
stop Eugene and Montecuccoli slightly hit with died aboard". At 09:35 a torpedo bomber type 
"Beaufort" appear at a close distance ahead to the right, although the violent fire of obstruction, 
and executes the launch that comes blanketed with maneuver. At 09:54 I ask immediate air support 
from fighters and at 10:12 I ask to the Sicily Aeronautics if and where bombers would have found 
the convoy... At 11:05, gone back the obstruction, I order route 270° ". (Graphical n. 14) (1). 

While at 10:15 the section of the DD Oriani-Ascari had joined with the cruisers, taking the 
rear to them, after to have endured the attack of an aerial torpedo bombers at 09:48: attack 
blanketed with the a.a. shooting and with maneuver. 

Here the vicissitudes of the English ships, take place yourselves in the meantime. 

At 06:05 the convoy, than in that moment did not have the support of the defense a.a. of 
the Cairo, had been attacked from eight "Ju.87"in dive that had sunk the SS Chant with three 
bombs and provoked vast fires on the oil tanker Kentucky; one of the aircrafts 


(1) For scruple of exactitude, is specified that the hours indicated for the communications 
made from the Admiral Da Zara are not those from he indicated in the mission report, but those 
contained in the hour protocols with which they are closed several messages from he sent. 
Probably the hours of the relationship refer to the moments in which the Admiral task to make the 
communications; but from the operating point of view the hours that they count are those in which 
the communications they have left after compiled 
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had been shot down. The oil tanker had been taken to towing from the MS Hebe. The head convoy 
had approached at 06:50 towards southeast, in the hope of being able to continue towards Malta 
under the protection of Force X that was fighting against the Italian units but at 07:40 for order of 
the Capt. Hardy the convoy had directed newly towards northwest, approaching at 09:00 for south 
and 09:30 for route 130°. 

And now leave the word to Commander Hardy, resuming his exposure from some time 
before. 

"At 07:22 it is the Fleet DDs is those from the escort were re-united near the Cairo: In the 
meantime the enemy had turns towards the north and was tightening the distances. At 07:40 the 
enemy approached towards the northeast, while the Cairo with the DD directed about on route 
parallel [ and the convoy towards northwest, as or now has been said ]. Towards the 08:00 the 
Cairo received on the right side a blow from 152, that penetrated in a naphtha bunker and a double 
hull. The engine premises began to become flooded, but using the pump of exhaustion from 790 
tons was possible to contain the entrance of the water. The projectile did not exploded, remaining 
in the naphtha bunker where it was uncovered later: in case it was exploded, goodness knows 
which serious damages the ship would have received (1). 

"At 08:00 the Bedouin, that it was then under tow of the Partridge [ that had been able to 
repair its damages sufficiently well ], had informed to me that meant to direct towards the west, 
but I ordered it to go towards the convoy considering that therefore I could give it better 
protection. 

"At 08:30 the enemy went away towards the east and in consequence I approached 
towards northwest in order catching up to the convoy. 

"Towards 09:30 I caught up the convoy and I reconstituted the escort. The situation was 
then following: Undamaged Troilus, Orari and Burdwan, damaged Kentucky and under tow of the 
Hebe, escorted by the Rye and the Hythe. The Chant was sunk. 

"... Towards 08:30 section of "Beaufighter" had only been possible to establish the 
nocturnal communications. From that hour the fighters 


(1) Remember that little before the cruisers had exhausted the grenade supply; the armor- 


piercing shells did not explode if they did not meet to the collision a sufficient resistance to make 
to work their delayed fuses. That constituted the fortune of the Cairo. 
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of Malta it supplied a continuous service of escort, with the exception of two short periods of 
approximately 10 minutes when the fighters - being engaged with the enemy -- had to make return 
their bases, without attending the airplane of the successive turn, having ended ammunitions and 
being short of fuel. And be an ill-fated coincidence, or perhaps not only a coincidence, than the 
attacks have been taken place just in these two periods. 

"While I was considering that what could be made in the cares of the Kentucky, the speed 
of the convoy was reduced. At 09:33 I had ordered to the /thuriel to take under towing the 
Kentucky, hoping that it was possible to obtain a speed of 10 or 11 knots, while continuing the 
towing with the Hebe the maximum speed could not exceed 6 knots. Rethinking to us, I cancelled 
the order because, in presence of the always imminent threat of the enemy forces, I could not allow 
me to immobilize one of the three Fleet DDs remaining available. 

"An attack in dive of three" Ju.87 "was delineated at 09:40, but the aircrafts were removed 
before that the bombs launch, from the fighters and the a.a.. fire. 

"At 10:20 a heavy attack of bombers in quota and dive, executed from" Ju.88 "and" Ju.87 
"was pronounced: they had been characterized in approach with the Radar, but unfortunately our 
fighters they had to leave in order to re-supply itself after the previous attack... 

In the attack of 10:20 the Burdwan had a bomb much close and remained seriously 
damaged, a lot that I ordered to the DD "Hunt" Badsworth to take it under tow... 

"The situation was then the following: two intact ships of the convoy (Troilus and Orari); 
the Kentucky under tow, at a sure distance astern to the formation and sailing at 4-6 knots; the 
Burdwan remained in the area and in about to be preparing itself for the scuttling, while the 
Badsworth was maintained near; the Bedouin made unusable to towing of the Partridge was being 
approached 8 knots from the east to the convoy. 

"The convoy was then to approximately 150 miles from Malta and I found to having to 
decide if to continue to a speed of approximately 6 knots, trying carrying in port the damaged 
ships (Kentucky, Burdwan, Bedouin), or if to accept a loss of the two cargo vessels damaged and to 
proceed to the maximum speed of 14 knots, supported from the two undamaged steamboats. 
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"In taking my decisions I considered following the two points: 

- until when we were not arriving at 50 or 60 miles from Malta the aerial escort it would 
have been limited to the "Swordfish" and the "Beaufighter" to great autonomy, whose number to 
Malta was from thinking very limited; 

- [had to hold the concentrated convoy, given the continuous threat of the enemy surface 
forces, that they would have without attacked doubt the ships separated from the main formation. 

"Decided to end the ships damaged and at 10:42 I ordered to the Badsworth and to the 
Hebe to sink the Burdwan and the Kentucky; at the same time I decided that the remaining ships 
continued at maximum speed. I inform the Admiral Commander of Malta of the decisions that I 
had taken. 

"In the same one around of time the Partridge with the Bedouin under tow he caught up to 
the convoy, and I ordered to the /thuriel to take under tow the Bedouin, since I thought that with 
such DD the towing could reach 14 knots, allowing therefore to the Bedouin and the Partridge to 
remain with the convoy. 

"At 10:54 I received from the Bedouin the signal, with which it communicated that it 
hoped of being able very soon to put in motion a engine and suggested that in order to avoid delay 
the Partridge continued to tow it. As a result of that I recalled the /thuriel and I send it to join the 
convoy that was being distanced ". 


The 7" Division, assumed at 11:05 a westerly route with the purpose to resume the 
contact, asked at 11:28 of urgency aerial exploration in order to localize the opposing forces. 

At 11:05, as it has been seen, the convoy already had been reordered and marched gives 
approximately 2 hours towards Malta. Of the aerial attacks, that they had been you executed 
against of it, it had not been informed the vie Division, while the news on such attacks with the 
indication of the points where they had carried out itself would have been most useful for the 
resumption of the contact. 

But they were it turns out of those attacks and the consequent columns of smoke given off 
from the hit ships, that t hey supplied to the Admiral Da Zara useful points of reference for the 
resumption of the contact. In fact at 11:23 sighted from aboard of Eugene in direction 240° of the 
far smoke; put the bow in such direction, at 11:45 clearly three columns of black smoke were 
distinguished. At 11:57 "while I direct in order to approach further - the admiral wrote 
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Da Zara - famous between the group of three fires and another column of smoke a most violent 
explosion that provokes a high column at least 1000 meters; this remains in air approximately 6 
minutes, after which remained a dense column of steam and smoke (1); task features of an 
ammunition steamboat blown up from some same enemy unit in consequence of our approach, and 
that makes me to think that very soon I could be to contact if not with all at least with a part of the 
enemy formation". 

The impressiveness of the described explosive phenomenon from Amiral Da Zara and 
observed (beyond that from others) at 11:57 would not allow to doubt of its to take place itself to 
that hour. 

But from the relationships of Commander Hardy and Superaereo it does not turn out that 
around noon of 15 June 1942 similar explosion has been able to verify. In fact the aerial attacks 
executed from aerial units of the Axis, after the two cited from Commander Hardy in the period of 
time that goes until the hours, were following: 

- At 12:20 ten "Ju.87", escorted by 25 "Mc.202", attacked in dive the convoy, hitting - 
according to their appreciation - two large steamboats, of which one in phase of sinking. Lost a 
"Ju.87" and two returned with serious damages, received in combat with English fighters. The 
Italian fighters, to they patr, estimated of having shot down 5 "Hurricane". 

- At 13:25 one of three "S.79" torpedo bombers gave the blow of grace to a stopped DD 
(was the Bedouin). 

- At 13:28 the same patrol torpedoed a steamboat, sentence already in dailure. According 
to the report of Commander Hardy: 

- Between 12:15 and 12:20 "Ju.87" was carried out an attack in dive from 12, and two 
attacking aircraft were shot down. 

- Later on (that is after a sure time) Commander Hardy came to know that around to the 
13:00 hours "some torpedo bombers have sunk in the most convenient way (most conveniently) 
the Burdwan and the Kentucky, acquitting therefore the task that Hebe 


(1) This explosion was observed also from the Oriani and the Ascari, that they were in 
position of forward escort regarding the cruisers of the 7” Division. 
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and the Badsworth was not still resolutions to carry to a conclusion ". 

- At 13:30 the Partridge signaled that the Bedouin had been torpedoed and sunk by an 
enemy aircraft in lat. 36° 12' long. 11° 37' (36 miles for 50° from Kuriat) and at 15:15 that enemy 
DD were recovering the survivors. 

The two relations are substantially concordant and therefore it is not explained which 
incident corresponded the explosion observed from aboard of Eugene di Savoia and two SS at 
11.57. 

Resuming the thread of the narration, the 7" Division saw towards 12: 15, not far from the 
smoke, also some smaller ship (probably was be a matter of the Badsworth, the Hebe and the 
Hythe that, dropped the towing, directed in order to rejoin itself with the Cairo). The DD Oriani 
and Ascari had order at 12:35 to go to end the steamboats, while the cruisers were shooting from a 
ten of minutes on a ship judged a DD of the class "Tribal", while it was the Hebe, that it tried to 
redeem itself directing towards the south. 

The noise of the shooting was heard from Commander Hardy, that it was proceeding with 
the convoy, and it with the Cairo and the DD Marls, Ithuriel and Matchless noticed to support the 
ships in danger, returning (that is towards north), while behind the signal of the Hebe specified it 
that he was threatened by two Cr and two DD. 

Arriving towards 13:00 and given their support, he judged little opportune to go away 
further from the convoy (than he was found then at 15 miles of distance) and therefore, with great 
reluctance, he approached in order to catch up to it, for how much this meant to abandon to them 
the Bedouin and the Partridge, than little before he it had had the impression to see in means to the 
dense haze made sign to the fire of the Italian ships. 

In fact the two ships had been escorted from our cruisers and judged a more important 
target of the previous one (Were estimated of the type "Jervis", with which they could be 
exchanged: the "Jervis" had six pieces from 120 like the Partridge, while the Bedouin - class 
"Tribal" - had eight) and for more with "apparent aggressive intentions". At 12:59 the fire against 
them was opened and very soon it seemed that one was hit, while both disappeared in the smoke. 
The cruisers suspended the fire and they maintained in the vicinities with the hope to resume the 
contact. At 13:25 approximately violent explosion on the damaged ship was noticed one, 
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while the other went away fast: it was be a matter of the Bedouin sunk from the torpedo bomber 
"S.79", than it had hit it. 

While the section Oriani - Ascari had opened fire at 12:58 from 12 thousand meters 
against "a large enemy oil tanker", provoking vast fires. At 13:10, for order of the 7” Division, the 
section gathered with the cruisers, following some the movements. At 13:43 the Oriani launched a 
torpedo against the oil tanker still afloat, while it passed to approximately 7000 meters from it, and 
had the impression that the torpedo hit it to forward deflagrating instead exploding. 

From the pursuit towards placing of the Partridge was little begun; with the two cruisers 
from the right side of chased and the two DD from the left side. At 13:45 the fire against the 
fugitive was opened, but it went away "arranging regarding the Division of an obvious excess of 
speed”. In the English relationship instead it is written that the Partridge could not develop more 
than 18 knots. 

At 14:20 Admiral Da Zara desisted from the useless pursuit, after to have fired for a sure 
time against the Partridge, and decided to return to base, in harmony with a dispatch received 
from Supermarina at 14:15, which said: "But for particularly favorable circumstances depart 
combat zone in useful time in order to pass Marettimo beyond 21:00 valid & you do not direct 
Naples with DD stop Action against rests convoy will be continued from aerial & submersible stop 
130515". 

With the decision made by Admiral Da Zara to return to the base, ended the naval action 
of Pantelleria. 

The results continuously from the British relation that the Partridge, just as the 7" 
Division had stopped the pursuit, turned towards the east and succeeded to follow it, seen, for 
beyond two hours not signaling any the position to the Cairo. Then it was ordered not to enter to 
Malta, but to go directly to Gibraltar. Since the 7” Division marched not less than 30 knots nearly 
16 hours and end then it reduced to 25, the Partridge could not have held it in observation if it had 
marched to only 18 knots. 

On the distance of return to the base the 7" Division endured a violent and precise launch 
of bombs at 14:25 without to receive any damage. A second attack, this time carried by 3 torpedo 
bombers, happened at 16:07: the Montecuccoli avoided with maneuver the torpedo, that they had 
been launch against of it, while the Italian fighters shot down one of attackers. 
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At 11:00 hours of the 16™ the 7” Division, with the DD that accompanied it, was moored 
in the port of Naples. Only the Premuda had entered to Trapani the evening before at 21:00 hours, 
for order of Supermarina. 
At 16:20 of the 15" - as it will be said later on - the 7" Division with the Malocello and 
the Premuda had joined, veterans from the escort to the Vivaldi. 


Broken contact with the 7” Division, the British forces continued to march towards Malta 
with the two surviving steamboats. Here as Commander Hardy described this last traverse its long 
one and enlivened phase of, begun nearly four days before to Gibraltar. 

"At 14:35 I was informed from Vice-admiral of Malta that three "Albacores” had left the 
island in order to attack the enemy [were the three torpedo bombers that attacked at 16,07]. This 
information was for me was very encouraging, because I thought that the aerial threat would have 
held far the enemy Cr and the DD. 

"At 15:40 a recon seaplane was shot down in sight of the Cairo and towards the same hour 
the Radar found two" Ju.88 ", that they were then intercepted and destroyed from the fighter escort 
guided by the Cairo. 

"At 16:00 the Partridge received from Malta the order to return to Gibraltar and at 16:30 it 
was joined from Welshman the coming [from Malta, where it had already disembarked its special 
cargo ]... 

"At 18:10 endured a heavy attack of aircrafts in dive. They arrived of surprise, because our 
radar screen was saturates of indications of numerous acknowledgment of "the Spitfire” that they 
escorted us and of other aircrafts in flight on Malta. Some bombs fell very near the Welshman, the 
Troilus [and the Matchless |. 

"At 19:40 three "Ju.88" was removes from the antiaircraft reaction and the fighters before 
that they could carry to a conclusion the attack. 

"In the same one return of time arrived the order from Malta to enter in port in the 
succession: motor gunboats, minesweeper, Cairo, transports, DD. 

"When the Cairo reached the entrance of the dredged channel it was already dark and the 
minesweeper, except a type "Hythe", was outside of view... 

"The Troilus received the order to continue, while the Cairo was stopped close to the 
entrance of the port. The Orari, that it followed to short distance the Troilus, ran into a mine at 
approximately 350 meters from the breakwater: but it could enter the port ". 
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Beyond to the Orari hit mines also the Badsworth, the Kujawiak, the Matchless and Hebe. 
All these units did not receive serious damages, except the Kujawiak that sank. 

The Cairo and the DD would not have had to enter the port, turning back at once to 
Gibraltar, but - being practically remained without ammunitions as a result of the heavy combats 
supported against airplane and ships the 14" and the 15" - they were resupplied of munitions to 
expenses of the modest depot of Malta. 

The evening of same day the 16" the Cairo with the 4 DD remained undamaged (Marls, 
Ithuriel, Blankney, Middleton) \eft again for Gibraltar, while the Welshman was already in route at 
high speed. Little after 19:00 of the 17" residual Force X gathered with Force W, that it attended it 
in the Western Mediterranean, as it has been said in the codicil b. 

From the dawn of the 17" and until the meeting with Force W the coming from ships from 
Malta had a tormented navigation. 

Followed close behind in continuation from reconnaissance aircraft, was attacked for the 
first time towards noon, little to the west of La Galite. From that moment until 19:30 they were 
continuously annoyed from bombers, than they were introduced in groups of 3 or 6: the ships that 
more was shot at was the DD /thuriel, which it had the impression in that afternoon of to have 
fought for the existence. It received some marks, not serious, for several bombs fallen very close 
resumptions him a lot. 


e) The vicissitude of the VIVALDI. 

We have left the Vivaldi in prey of flames, but with its commander and its crew firm in the 
purpose to save the DD, assisted from the Malocello, when at 09:30 the 10" DD squ., that it had 
gone in its aid, had executed the order to return towards the cruisers of the 7" Division leaving the 
Premuda on the place. 

In that moment to protection of the Vivaldi and the two DD that assisted them were also 4 
Mas sent from Pantelleria at 06:55 for order of the Commander of that M.M. zone, Rear Admiral 
Amilcare Cesarano, than later two Mas went personally on the place with others in order to judge 
for himself the situation and to take the provisions of the case: they will appear from the 
continuation of the narration. 
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Scontro di Pantelleria: piroscafi incendiati. 


15 - Action of Pantelleria: steamboats set afire. 
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Aereo «Ro.43» riballtato per concussione sulla LITTORIO, 


16 - Airplane "Ro.43" capsized by concussion on the Littorio 
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The conditions of the Vivaldi was serious: a violent fire in the premises of the forward 
engine had extended towards the stern, in spite of the employment of all the extinguishers and of 
the fire pumps; an explosion had been taken place at 07:57 in the center ammunition depot, 
although it had been previously flooded. The commander had made to flood the others two 
ammunitions magazines and throw into the sea all the explosives that were found in the magazine 
of the twin 120 systems and every inflammable object. Only some cartridges of the magazine of 
the center system, that it was wrapped from flames, could not have been removed: they exploded 
towards 08:15. 

At 08:30 one of the Mas berthed to the other DD in order to collect all the extinguishers 
available and to carry them to the Vivaldi, that it had by now used all its. 

At 08:50 the Malocello made an attempt, frustrated for the breach of the cable, to take 
under tow the stricken ship. Then the attempt was repeated by the Premuda, that it could carry it to 
good aim at 10:15, after to have interrupted for the attack of 4 "Swordfish" torpedo bombers, 
followed from an attack of 7 bombers. 

First they uncoupled the torpedo at 09:36 without to hit of the immovable Vivaldi, or the 
Malocello and the Premuda that ready maneuvered in order to avoid them, evolved around the 
Vivaldi in order hiding it with a smoke screen. It contributed to make to fail the launch of the 
torpedo, for carried out how much courageously from short distance, also the most intense fire a.a. 
of all the ships, including the Mas. 

The bombers uncoupled at 09:50 from the height approximately 1500 meters a some thirty 
of bombs, that all to a thousand of meters fell on the left of the Vivaldi. 

We bring back now as much wrote the commander of the Vivaldi. 

"At 10:15 the towing of the Vivaldi from part of the Premuda has beginning. 

”The fire blaze more and more violently. At 10:28 some charges in proximity of the 120 
system n. 2 explode [ that one of the center]. The prodigal staff untiringly in the attempt to confine 
the fire, heedless of blazes and the frequent outbreaks; the behavior of all fills me with pride. 

"It is 12:15: the Premuda always tows us in slow motion towards Pantelleria. From the air 
vents of the naphtha bunkers of exit set afire naphtha jets, than very soon it is scattered for the 
deck and overflow from the stringers. 
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"At 12:18 two minesweeper coming from Pantelleria joins the formation. I order them to 
approach and to boarding all their extinguishers available. I try with these to limit the fire, but 
uselessly. There the flames extend more and more towards the stern and threaten the staff 
remained completely isolated. Such staff however prodigal still to throw into the sea all that that is 
inflammable that remained aboard. I order to the minesweeper to place side by side themselves 
and to embark aft personnel. 

"At 13:10, while it continues the towing to slow motion towards Pantelleria, I order to the 
minesweeper to approach themselves again and to embark part of the personnel who finds 
themselves on the bow, whose presence is not indispensable. 

"Aboard all the officers remain, leave of the non-commissioned officers and 
approximately 50 between chief petty officers and common. 

"They are at 13:20. The fire has by now assumed such proportions to make to think little 
probable the salvation of the ship; therefore I order to the Premuda to carry me in shallow depth 
where it is possible to make bottom to anchor and, if of the case, to strand in order to avoid the loss 
total of the ship. 

"At 14:00, joints in proximity of the anchorage of Scauri [southwest coast of Pantelleria] 
the Premuda leaves the towing to a minesweeper that carries me nearly to the coast, in depth of 
approximately 6 meters. I give bottom to the anchor. 

"At 14:20 the lateral bunker of naphtha have caught fire completely and they 
communicated the fire also to the aft boilers. Dense high flames some meters are given off from 
the funnel of breast and the premises. To the center some shells (1 still explodes). 

"At 16:00 lighter with firemen supplied of power pumps, extinguishers reaches from 
Pantelleria, hose and water nozzle. The work of extinction with valid means continue to arrive 
from Pantelleria. 

"At 16:40 I order to the Premuda and to the Malocello to leave the zone; they join to the 
7" Division [that was journeying]". 

According to the report of the 7" Division these two DD had received such order from the 
Admiral at 16:20. Probably the order was confirmed at 16:40 from the Commander of the Vivaldi. 


(1) The DD type "Navigatori" had four boilers in two premises separateed. To every group 
of two boilers a funnel corresponded. 
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"At 20,00 the rescue tug Salvatore I arrives, which it is placed side by side on the right 
side and it begins the exhaustion of the premises, previously flooded in order to circumscribe the 
fire. 

"Finally at 21:00 the fire can be considered tamed, and at 22:00 they come definitively 
extinguished also the last hotspot. 

"The morning of the day of the 16", although conditions of the weather (fresh wind from 
north-west wind in increase, sea forces 3) is not much propitious for operations of local towing and 
although there are anchor floods equally decides to leave for the insufficient safety offered from 
the anchorage and for the risk of insidious and aerial attacks. 

"At 07:30 disembarkation other men on the torpedo boats sent for the escort (Castore and 
Polluce) and I hold aboard all the officers, part of the non-commissioned officers and the closely 
indispensable personnel. Boarding the supply of the machine-gunner from 13.2, previously 
demanded the Pantelleria Naval Commander. I leave the anchorage under tow of the Salvatore I. 

"The towing is constituted from steel cable and from two lengths of chains [ every length 
is of 25 meters ]. 

"The TB Castore and Polluce take position of close lateral escort. It follows for eventual 
attendance the tug Terracina. 

"At 08:00 hours the Salvatore I communicates that, after a damage, it cannot develop more 
than 5 knots. 

"At 11:00 hours the conditions of the weather get worse. Wind and sea from north-west 
wind force 4. The ship rolls remarkably because of the free water surface; the sea washes on deck. 

"They are 14:30. In the premises of the two engines some and of the boiler n.3 - to cause 
of infiltrations and the imperfect closing of the shops of the sky lights (1) it deformed from the fire 
- the level of the water increase remarkably. The boarded power Scauri pump being to has 
irregular operation for the strong prevalence on the aspiration. I then decide pump to sea the 
naphtha and to employ all the personnel 


(1) The sky lights are openings, generally rectangular, practiced in the main deck, of usual 
elevated of some decimeters, that they serve in order to give light in the inferior premises. In port 
they are leaves you with the closing hatches raised; in navigation the hatches are closed to 
watertight rooms, less than the sea it is not perfectly calm. To hatches closed the light leaks 
through the portholes, of which they are fortified. 
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remained aboard in order to form a buckets chain [secchielli], with which I try to limit growing of 
the water in the premises. It is succeeded therefore to maintain the level constant. 

"At 19:20 we are off of Marettimo; the sea is calmer, but the ship continues to roll wide 
not little than before. I decide to drop anchor at Favignana... but then I judge of being able to 
continue directly for Trapani ". 

The Vivaldi entered in the port of Trapani at 01:50 of the 17”. It had lost 1 officer, 1 non- 
commissioned officer and 8 men; 9 were wounded and many burns. In April 1943, after radical 
repairs, was again online. 


f) The impressions of the protagonists. 

The written more eloquent document from the Admiral Da Zara on the impressions 
received during the action to south of Pantelleria is the telegraphic report sent by him to 
Supermarina at 18:20 of the 15", while he was entering in the Lower Tyrrhenian with the bow on 
Naples. 

"Supported increasing combat violence from 05:40 hours to 07:05 hours against 2 Crs & 
10 DDs escorting 6 SS locking distances at 6500 meters stop At 06:01 hours Vivaldi hit seriously 
stop Assigned to its protection all seriously DD & continued combat with enemy cruisers stop Two 
DD and Eugene seriously hit stop a DD hit & probably sunk from Montecuccoli stop a Cr and a 
DD torpedoed by the Malocello stop Enemy forced to fight for parallel & to north cruisers, with 
attempt to attract it subsequently on obstruction southeast Pantelleria stop At 07:00 hours enemy 
withdraws towards the northeast covering itself with smoke stop Lost contact at 08:50 hours stop 
Goes back obstruction from eastern blanketing aerial attack torpedo bomber & joined by Oriani & 
Ascari, & I direct on Pantelleria in order to resume contact stop Noticed in zone combat 4 ships set 
afire of which an oil tanker & exploded a stop At 12:25 hours resumed contact with enemy DD 
groups stop a centered DD exploded & sunk stop Chased in vain other DD, at 14:20 hours order 
later on Supermarina I decide to suspend every action stop At hours 14:24 attacked from bombers, 
at 16:07 hours attacked from torpedo bombers stop up to now marked Chances semi-stop two 
fallen, a serviceman seriously, three hurt on Eugene semi-stop a seven fallen, hurt 
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of which an official on Montecuccoli stop On both light ships damages stop I direct Naples”. 

To have nothing to do with some inaccuracy in the hour references, due to not still 
completes analysis of the chronological data records during the action, the message of the Admiral 
Da Zara is a clear synthesis of that it had appreciated to have made and obtained. 

The truth was somewhat various and was this one new test of how much is difficult to 
orient itself, from the bridge of a ship, in an area where the opposing face to defensive wide scope 
use of artificial smoke and where aviation also taking part actively and effectively to offensive 
scope, does not transmit news (that they would be precious) on the consistency and the maneuver 
of the adversary. 

To say that what has really hit the cruisers and the DD of the 7" Division On 15 June 1942 
is practically impossible: the contemporaneity of actions completed from the aircrafts has rendered 
difficult in sure moments the same English to establish if sure damages provoke aboard of their 
ships by projectiles or bombs. 

It seems but of being able to assert that our ships did not sink any ship, but of it they 
damaged - also seriously - some, facilitating of the destruction from part of the aircrafts. Moreover 
the 7” Division, with its maneuvers of attack, has disordered the rows of the opposing formation 
and of it has delayed the march towards Malta, creating therefore other favorable conditions to the 
participation of the Arm of the air. 

From these favorable conditions, but, the Aeronautics did not have the fortune to draw 
advantage, because its successes were taken place during the naval action, when the British ships - 
engaged against those Italians - could not concentrate all theirs defensive assets and liabilities 
(maneuver) against the aircrafts. 

It finally convene to observe that, if the offensive participation of Aviation were intense 
and effective, not equally it was the recognition or, for being more exact, the connection between 
aerial and naval Commanders. In fact Admiral Da Zara had little and sporadic signals of aerial 
discovery, containing generally fragmentary news on the composition of Force X. Especially 
precious it would have been the information on the position and the elements of motion of the 
adversary in order to re-establish the contact after that - turned obstruction 7.AN - it returned 
towards the west. Instead, just in this 
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interval between the antemeridian phase and that afternoon one of the tactical action, the 7" 
Division remained without some news, but some signaling of ships in difficulty: but none was 
communicated to the 7" Division that the surviving steamboats were directing towards Malta with 
the Cairo and all the smaller ships remained efficient. 

That has contributed to say yes that the 7” Division has been late in the afternoon phase of 
the action in a zone in which not there were that smoke, wreckage and the dying Bedouin, while 
the efficient ships continued undisturbed more to the south. Consequently in the afternoon the 
resumption of the contact is of the all lacked one. 

Between the considerations of Commander Hardy, the single one who us seems opportune 
to bring back is following, with which he closed its report. 

"During the last day of " Harpoon "three mercantile ships of the convoy have gone lost for 
the enemy aerial action. 

"Of these the Chant received three directed hits, while the Burdivan and the Kentucky 
instead - I believe - seriously were damaged from bombs fallen in their immediate vicinities. If it 
had not been for the action of the enemy forces of surface, these two ships could have been carried 
into port". 

This conclusion demonstrates that the participation of the Italian 7" naval Division 
prevented to the British Commander to not more put into effect the necessary provisions to the 
rescue of the ships in conditions than to continue the traverse with only their means, forcing him to 
sink the same. It is not said but that, continuing to towing towards Malta, they could not have been 
strained to peak from the aircrafts of the Axis. 

Finally, the important circumstance that cannot be neglected in this occasion the forecasts 
of Supermarina were particularly exact, that it made to find the 7" Division to the convenient hour 
on the distance of the convoy escorted from Force X, realizing moreover surprised for the English 
Admirals whom they had believed to be the 7” Division exited from Palermo in order to move 
itself into the Ionian in order to join with the bulk of our F. N.. 


g) Shipwrecked recovered and losses of ships. 


In the two days immediately succeeded to the action of our airplane of aid and our hospital 
ships Citta di Trapani and 


Page. 317 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
Aquileia recovered 217 shipwrecked of warships and cargo vessels and British aircrafts. 
As far as the damages endured from the two adversaries, there is the summary. 
- English: 
Sunk: SS Tanimbar, Burdwan, Chant, Kentucky; DD Bedouin, Kujawiak; 
Damaged: Liverpool, Cairo, Partridge, Matchless, Badsworth, Hebe, Ithuriel; SS Orari. 


- Italian: 
Damaged: Vivaldi (seriously), Eugene di Savoia and Montecuccoli (both very slightly). 


According to the English relation the units damaged from the Italian ships were Cairo, 
Bedouin, Partridge. Of the damaged received from the naval artilleries on the steamboats the 
relation not make note; but it is very probable that has had blows aboard, when they were in 
serious state for effect of the aerial attacks. 


39" - Operation "Vigorous" 

This operation was get exhausted, for the Navy, in the strategic phase, of which already 
the beginning from English side in the paragraph has been exposed 35-b, while in paragraph 37 the 
forces of protection of the convoy are listed to the command of Admiral Vian. 

For greater clarity of exposure we will say before the movements of the Italian forces, that 
they maneuvered with offensive attempt, and of the defensive countermove of the British force. 
Then we will deal of the participation of the air forces and insidious, that not give peace to the 
English ships along "the masts-lined avenue of the bombs", causing them no small losses. 


a) The participation of the Naval Forces. (Graphical n. 15) 

At 08:00 of the 14" the British force was in route towards Malta, in the following 
formation: - the 9 SS and the Centurion to the center on 4 columns, with the two ships of rescue 
between the two inner columns; 
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- the 7 CL and the CLAA in protecting screen around to the SS, the distance of 1100 meters; 

-9 DD type "Hunt", 4 Cov. and 2 MS in a.a. supply to 1450 m from the cruisers; 

-17 Fleet destroyers in antisubmarine screen to 2250 meters from the columns of the SS (that is 
300 meters inner to the a.a. escort ships). 


Soon after, Cov. Erica and Primula accused damages and were sent to Tobruk. It was then 
the time of the SS Aagtekirk that, not being able to maintain the speed previewed, it was diverted 
also to Tobruk under the escort of the DD Tetcott in order not to delay the march of the force; but 
at 12:20 it was sunk from numerous German dive bombers. Therefore the steamboats in convoy 
remained 8. In the same attack was damaged Cov Primula, that was little astern to the steamboat. 

While the evening of the 13 June, Supermarina based on the data in its possession at 20:00 
hours, had sent to the Commander of the F. N., Admiral Iachino, the following communication: 
"From the east, but timely confirmation, tomorrow probable attempt Malta supply with convoy 
strongly escorted speed 12-13 knots arrival in the Central Mediterranean the morning of the 15" & 
arrival Malta the morning of the 16" stop Per share against the east convoy previewed possibility 
F.N. participation from Taranto in the Central Mediterranean with departure 14:00 hours 
tomorrow stop Intervention is subordinated to possibility aerial protection stop It is to be arranged 
submersible obstruction Malta approaches from the east & from south stop 222513". 

The ships had been made to relight, with degree of preparation in three hours, from 18:00 
hours of same day of the 13". 

The morning of the 14 Admiral Sansonetti exchanged three telephone others calls with 
Admiral Jachino. 

In before, 09:05, this last one was informed of the events that were being carried out to the 
west as previewed; to the east, the enemy formation had been continuation all the night from 
aircrafts and at dawn it had been therefore specified its composition: | battleship (uncertain), 2 Cr, 
from 15 to 18 DD, 15 to 20 ships of patrol, 6 steamboats; speed of transfer of 13-14 knots. The 
eastern operation was introduced therefore important and our ships had to be ready to leave 
Taranto in the first hours of the afternoon. Then Admiral Sansonetti said to Admiral Iachino that, 
in reinforcement of the 
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DD for the escort of the greater ships, Pigafetta and Saetta (they were at Brindisi) had had order to 
ignite and to take orders from him; that it had faculty to carry with if all the DD efficient presents 
to Taranto, framing them opportunely in the squadrons. He asked if it meant to let out also the 
Duilio and expressed a doubt approximately the convenience to send the 7" Division in the 
Channel of Sicily, is for the risk introduced from nocturnal navigation between Marettimo and 
Pantelleria, are in order not expose to encountering in prevailing forces: while it had been ordered 
to the 14" DD sq. (Vivaldi, Malocello, Zeno) to find itself at Messina for 19:00 hours, leaving at 
11:00 hours from Naples. 

Admiral Jachino answered that he counted of being outside from the obstruction of the 
Mar Grande with all the ships to 14:00 hours; that for the DD it would have thought; that the 
Duilio would have left it in port, not being necessary in relation to the composition of the eastern 
enemy; that the 7" Division would have been well to send it, reinforcing it with the 14" DD sq. to 
send to Palermo rather than to Messina. 

Admiral Sansonetti answered sharing his points of view of Admiral Iachino and tell him 
that later he would have recalled him for pass on the agreements with Superaereo approximately 
the aerial supply. Concluded asserting that it remained meant that the F. N. would have been found 
for 11:00 hours of the successive day, 15 June, in the point Alpha in lat. 34° 00' long. 18° 20' (1). 

As a result of this conversation Admiral Iachino emanated the operations order n. 4: 

"From Littorio for Naval Forces - Classified Personnel Only. 

"The 13" current sighted in the eastern Mediterranean convoy composed 1 BB 2 Cr 
approximately 18 DD & 6 cargo vessels directed for Malta speed 12-14 knots with previewed 
arrival in the Central Mediterranean mid-day of the 15". Our forces will find at 11:00 hours of the 
15" point Alpha lat. 34° 00' long. 18° 20' in order to intercept convoy. To the group 


(1) It is well to remember here that this point Alpha was little coinciding with the Y point 
indicated by Admiral Iachino, in its memorandum of 8 February (See paragraph 20), as optimal in 
order interposing Italian forces between Malta and convoys coming from Alexandria, the day 
before theirs previewed arrival to Malta. Reaching it at 11:00 hours rather than in the afternoon, as 
it had happened in occasion of the Second Sirte, more light hours remained available than in order 
to fight. But the timeliness depended on the advance payment with which the movements of the 
adversary could be known: this time the advance payment had been satisfactory. 
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cruisers constituted from Garibaldi, Aosta, Gorizia, Trento are assigned 11° DD sq. constituted 
from Aviere, Geniere, Camicia Nera, Corazziere. To the 9" Division is assigned to the 7 
squadron constituted from Legionario, Freccia, Folgore & 13" squadron constituted from Alpino, 
Bersagliere, Mitragliere. Cruisers ready to move at 12:00 hours. The ready 9" Division to move at 
12:45 hours. Ready DD squadrons to move in 20 minutes before the groups which they are 
assigned. Order B (1). In depth inferior to 40 meters speeds 6 knots [ in order not to make to 
explode eventual magnetic mines ]. Passage outer obstruction "Garibaldi" Group 13:00 hours, 
"Littorio" Group 13:30 hours. Speed of transfer 20 knots. Cruisers group will navigate 15 miles 
before the Battleship Group. They will be you execute yourself following covered: coastal routes 
of to the east of the Gulf of Taranto until the point of Santa Maria di Leuca, in their route 180° 
directing for the point Alpha. The admiral Carlo Giartosio [that was the Commander of the 
destroyers | will take boarding on the Legionario. Service communications according to norms in 
vigor: general rds wave [radio] for battleship and relative DD is 141,18 meters. Navy Taranto is 
asked to arrange opening inner obstruction and external & dispatch 11:30 hours two tugs 
proximity Garibaldi & 12:00 hours a tug Littorio proximity & one proximity Vittorio Veneto. 
100014". 

The boarding of the R.Adm Giartosio on the Legionario was judged opportune, both 
because he could have coordinated the activity of the several squadrons, and because that DD was 
the only one that had Radar (of German type, called "Dete") and had to profit some in the better 
way. 

At 11:55 of the 14" Admiral Sansonetti called to the telephone for the second time 
Admiral Jachino. He said that according to the last sight of 06:40 the enemy force comprised 5 Cr, 
10 DD, 8 patrol boats, 10 steamboats. The ship that seems a BB was long approximately 170 
meters (obtained length gives it to scale with the air photographs) and therefore it could not be that 
a CR or a disguised ship (was, as then has been known and as has been said, 


(1) Order B meant to hold in function a number of sufficient boilers to develop a speed of 
the order of 25 knots, with the remaining boilers ready to enter in function in 40 minutes, except 
from an half hour and before to half hour after of the rising of the sun: in these two hours had to be 
ready in 15 minutes. 
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the Centurion). Therefore that the F. N. departed according to the given orders. As far as the aerial 
protection, it would have been supplied in the afternoon from the Italian Air Force and the day 
after, 15 June, from the O.B.S. Admiral Sansonetti remembered finally to Admiral Iachino of 
giving the orders to the Pigafetta and to the Saetta. 

Admiral Iachino closed the conversation, confirming that on the Littorio and the Garibaldi 
there were the groups of interception of the opposing communications and that on the Littorio, on 
the Gorizia and the Garibaldi was also the German staff for the connection with the aircrafts. 

Admiral Iachino gave endured to the Pigafetta and to the Saetta the order to join to the F. 
N. at Santa Maria di Leuca and joined the Pigafetta to the 13" DD sq. and the Saetta to the 7" DD 
sq., carrying therefore to eight the DD of the escort of the two battleships. 

At 12:50, third and last telephone call. Admiral Sansonetti said that not there was no new 
approximately the adversary, both to the west ant to the east. As far as the aerial escort he did not 
have clarification from communication; in the afternoon the O.B.S. would have been patrols of 4 
national fighters in the sky of the F. N. and for the successive day had not still given news. 
Therefore the Admiral Iachino has been able to write: "Also this time we left without knowing 
with precision which confidence we could make on the participation of the airplane during our 
operation”. 

The group of the cruisers, guided from the Garibaldi (Admiral de Courten), passed the 
obstruction at 13:02 and at 13:49 they passed to the two BB with the Littorio at the head. The 
operation "Mid June" form the east side was begun, and just while the F. N. left Taranto, 
Supermarina communicated to its Commander in Chief a synthesis of the orders that had been 
given to the 7” Division. 

The choice made from Admiral Iachino approximately the route to follow until Santa 
Maria di Leuca increased the probability to make to pass unnoticed to the adversary the departure 
of the F. N.. Avoided with certainty the submarines, that they were generally in ambush in the Gulf 
of Taranto, and rendered the sight from part of opposing aircrafts less probable. 

However in 17:45 of the 14" an enemy reconnaissance aircraft, in spite of the fighters in 
flight (two "Cr.42" at a low altitude and two "Mc.200" at high altitude, beyond two "Cant Z.506" 
antisubmarine), succeeded to sight our ships before 20 minutes that the 9" Division left astern 
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the Cape of Santa Maria di Leuca, assuming at 18:06 the route 180° in order to direct on point 
Alpha. 

Admiral Jachino had certainty of the sight, when at 21:28 from the nucleus interceptions of 
Littorio it was carried the having followed dispatch, transmitted from the Commander of Aviation 
of Malta to the Commander in Chief of Alexandria: "an aircraft has sighted two BB type" Cavour 
"with 4 DD in lat. 39° 45' long. 17° 50', route south, & 4 Inc with 4 DD in lat. 39° 30' long. 17° 50' 
route southwest at 17:45". Soon after Supermarina it confirmed the interception made at Rome of 
the dispatch. 

The discovery of the British aircraft was precious for Admiral Vian (that he received at 
22:15), even if contained some imprecision approximately the type of the BB and the number of 
the DD. 

Already at 20:20 Admiral Iachino had had the feeling of a probable aerial sight, when the 
Gorizia had marked the presence of an aircraft suspicion in proximity of the Group cruisers. At 
20:49 the same airplane suspicion had been marked from the Folgore, that it was in position of 
escort a little forward of the across to the right of the Littorio. 

At night fall, the two Italian ships continued with the ships online of row: the "Garibaldi" 
Group with its 4 DD of escort, 2 on straight and the 2 on the left, escort in truth very modest, while 
the two BB had theirs 8 DD disposed as it is indicated in the diagram n. 16. A Legionario was 
ahead to the right, from the side more probable origin than aerial offenses (that is from the side of 
Malta), because therefore the discovery "Dete" could be taken advantage of with the greater 
possible advance notice. 

For its part the British force assumed at 20:15 the formation of nocturnal march: good 
part of the DD in antisubmarine escort ahead to the convoy, two Cr and four DD for each side, 
three DD in position of vigilance to 5 miles of distance, one ahead and one on each of the two 
flanks of the force. 

Admiral Vian, receipt at 22:15 the news that our F. N. was at sea and calculated that he 
could have established the contact towards 07:00 hours of the morning if he had continued to 
march on the pre-established route (that he was of approximately 285°), asked to Admiral 
Harwood if he meant that it continued to go ahead, thinking - with reason - than very difficultly 
could have held head for a long day of light to a force much superior. 
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Admiral Harwood answered him to continue towards Malta until 01:00 (of the 15"), in 
order to still earn way towards the west, and then to invert the route, in waited for of results that 
against the Italian F. N. they could have obtained the Sub in ambush (in the positions indicated in 
the diagram n. 15) and the predisposed nocturnal and morning aerial attacks. Based on the orders 
of Admiral Harwood, Admiral Vian began the maneuver of turnabout at 00:45, returning then 
towards the west - as he will look at himself - to the 05:55. 

Our F. N. continued towards south until 22:00, at 22:03 the two Groups turned 
simultaneously (always distances of 15 miles) for 140° returning for 180° at midnight, in order to 
confuse the adversary in the forecasts on the future positions of the F. N. and to increase the 
distance from Malta somewhat: Admiral Iachino did not doubt in fact that one or the other or both 
Groups would have been attacked from aircrafts in consequence of the sight of 17:45. 

Approximately at 23:00 he received from Supermarina the warning that the ships turned 
out are departing from Malta aircrafts with probable attempt to attack the F. N.. He recalled at 
once with signal them the attention of on the probability of imminent aerial attacks and ordered to 
the Legionario to begin the exploration "Dete" of the space. Until 01:00 the nothing revealed the 
"Dete" but to that hour the DD informed to find airplane to approximately 7000 meters for survey 
80° (that is from the opposite side of Malta). 

It followed a quarter of hour of continuous reports "Dete": probably it was be a matter of a 
reconnaissance aircraft that circled at due distance in order to determine elements to transmit to the 
aircrafts offensives, in order to facilitate of the attack. The communications of the Legionario 
came endured diffuse to all the ships. 

While the intercept service communicated that results in flight 5 airplane, to which the 
Commander of Malta had asked if they had received signal of discovery of the Italian F. N.. 

After approximately half hour of silence "Dete" the Legionario resumed to signal the 
presence of aircrafts, than they were moved from southwest to southeast journeying for south: that 
indicated that, it passes you ahead to the ships, were prepared to attack them from the left side 
after to have characterized them. Admiral Iachino kept itself ready to order the development of the 
smoke screen, the only defense in lack of nocturnal fighters, making use of the a.a. arms only 
against aircrafts 
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approvals from the ships, in order not to waste ammunitions in a shooting of expensive obstruction 
as well as a very ineffective one. And since the experience had taught that the torpedo bombers 
attacked from illuminant the opposite side of the flare, in order to see the targets projects on an 
luminous background, the F. N. was kept ready - beyond that to make smoke - to turn putting the 
stern on the flare, realizing therefore the twofold advantage to go away from the illuminated area 
and to introduce the prow to the attacker. 

At 01:46 arrived on the Littorio a dispatch of Supermarina that informed the two Supreme 
Commanders at sea (Iachino and Da Zara) on the last appreciation of the situation: 

"Appreciation 24 hours stop Eastern Convoy probably comprised the steamboats semi- 
stop a cruiser & four steamboats perhaps sunk semi-stop position to you at 20:12 of the 14" Jat. 
34° 20' long. 22° 45' route on Malta stop western Convoy three greater ships & eight minors 
already in route of return semi-stop sink during day stop two cruisers & two steamboats semi-stop 
others two steamboats hit semi-stop probably journey Channel stop two cruisers approximately ten 
DD & four stop six steamboats stop 003015"(1). 

The signaling of the Legionario continued with remarkable fine frequency towards 02:30, 
giving indications of the presence of airplane in several directions. Each from aboard of the ships 
the noise of motors was felt also. Then Admiral Iachino, thinking next an attack, ordered to its 
ships to begin to make smoke and it made them to approach to a time 40° on the left (See 
graphical n. 16), thinking that from that side - based on the indications of the Legionario - the 
attack could be developed. 

Soon after, but, feeling noises of airplane from other directions, resumptions the route 
south online of row: easy to maintain and surer formation to the ends of eventual maneuvers to 
complete between dark and the smoke in relation to the attacks. 

At 02:40, hardly resumption the route 180°, ignited on the left a flare and some minute 
after a second. The F. N. turned 


(1) The position given for the eastern convoy was practically exact. As far as the losses, 
between SS sends back to Alexandria or Tobruk and sinks, if they counted already four: therefore 
the convoy was reduced to seven steamboats as Supermarina had supposed. Instead some cruiser 
had not been put outside combat. 
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of 40° to right in order going away from the illuminated area and it continued on such route until 
03:31 progressively increasing the distance from the flare that subsequently was ignited, as it is 
indicated in the diagram n. 16. The two last ignitions were of 9 and 12 flares, with an imposing 
and colorful luminous effect on the dense smoke screen to over of the which flashing in the sky 
luminous cordite of the a.a. fire, that was executed for some minute to intimidation goal. A few 
moments after the last ignition the F. N., wrapped from the smoke, turned another 30° to right; five 
minutes later turned again of 30° on the left, in order to confuse attacking, and at 03:56 more not 
seeing to ignite flares resumed route 180° and stopped to make smoke. 

No aerial torpedo bombers were sighted and after the second turn of 30° - while the last 
the 12 row of flares was being extinguished - the Legionario found the airplane in removal. 

They, in number of four of the type "Wellington", were themselves rises in flight from 
Malta and, guided from the reconnaissance aircraft-flare equipped with Radar, had tried the attack: 
three had given up not succeeding to notice the ships in means to the smoke and the quarter had 
launch a torpedo against one of the BB, that it thought of to have caught a glimpse; naturally 
without to hit it. 

At 04:15 the F. N., estimating is carried to the west regarding the director of march 180°, 
turned for 160° putting the bow towards point Alpha and avoiding therefore to delay the encounter 
with the convoy that turned out somewhat behind regarding the previewed one, after a 
communication of Supermarina received at 04:40 of the 15". It referred to a point given at 21:24 
of the 14" from German torpedo bombers that had made to contact with the English formation: lat. 
34° 15' long. 22° 34', route of 250° and speed 14 knots. "The news was interesting - Admiral 
Iachino writes - but was too much old for being able to be used to the ends of our maneuver of 
interception. In fact, as we will see later on, to the hour in which we received that communication 
of Supermarina, while we thought that the convoy had continued its march towards Malta, in truth 
it had already invert the route [ at 00:45, as it has been seen]". 

Until the dawn the two Groups of the Italian F. N. they were not more disturbed. From the 
dawn a series of attacks began, for whose description we rerun to the book of Admiral Iachino 
Operazione Mezzo Giugno, where is at great length and clearly described. 
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"The horizon lightened while to the first lights of the dawn; the fading of the night were 
ended, but we could not think to take little not even of rest because indeed the twilight was the 
more dangerous hour for the attacks of airplane and submarines. We counted but to see soon to 
arrive the first German fighter aircraft to protect us from the sky. We anxiously watched therefore 
around us in order noticing these airplane of escort, but we did not see to the horizon other that the 
four shapes of the cruisers Group that preceded us at a distance towards the south, soon it moved 
on our right for effect of our last change of route. 

"Unfortunately the German fighter aircraft arrived only much later, and in the meantime 
we were subordinates, in the uncertain first light of dawn and without some protection from on 
high, to a new and more violent attack from part of aerial torpedo bombers. 

"At 05:04 in fact lookouts of the Littorio a lot far away gives to the alarm communicating 
the sight of an aerial suspicion, hardly little expose from our bow to right. A few minutes later, the 
Corazziere, that at the time part of the escort to the cruisers Group, signal of aerial enemies in 
direction to the southeast, and at 05:10 we see three large airplane distinguished torpedo bombers, 
than approach low on the sea, one some thirty of degrees to the right of our bow, to the distance of 
approximately 15 thousand meters. Draft sure of an attack directed to the cruisers Group, and in 
fact we see those four ships to begin endured rabid a a.a. shooting and to maneuver in order to 
avoid the torpedo. 

"On the development of this attack therefore it reported, to the return of the mission, the 
Commander of the cruisers Group, admiral de Courten (Graphical n. 17): 


The attack has been delivered approximately at .5:00 hours (twenty minutes before the 
rising of the sun); clear and luminous horizon towards the east, against which the shapes of the 
ships, with route to south, stand out clearly; horizon, but clearly dark towards the west. 

The formation proceeded at 20 knots with the cruisers online of the 4 row and DD in 
lateral escort, exactly in forecast of attacks torpedo bombers. 

The aircraft employed as aerial torpedo bombers were all of the type "Bristol-Beaufort", 
and flew in group as in other similar circumstances, at a low altitude on the sea, moving 
themselves a lot quickly for their high speed. 

The action of the enemy aircrafts has been carried out - without contrast of air forces - 
national or allied. 
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In this occasion the group of the aircrafts torpedo bombers has been apparently preceded 
from an isolated aircraft of equal type, probably destined to take contact, in the uncertain lights of 
the dawn, and to move opportunely the group carrying it to the attack on the more opportune side 
(western); in fact the first sight has been that one of an airplane on the left side of the formation 
(eastern), than always remaining at a low altitude on the sea and to remarkable distance, (on the 
12-15 thousand meters) then has been moved towards south and towards the west, where from it 
has likely guided the maneuver of the other torpedo bombers, remained it withdraws and seen 
outside. Such isolated aircraft could not have been endured recognized, is for the remarkable 
distance, is because - being attended national escort aircrafts - its maneuver turned out in 
compliance with that one that they generally carry out. In consequence, the alarm on the ships has 
been given when, after a fee tens of seconds, they were sights the other aircrafts in group, than - in 
three successive big waves of three aircraft each, little distanced one from the other - headed at the 
formation for the attack. 

In the first big wave, that it has attacked the two cruisers of the head, the apparatuses are 
separated so as to reach the launch more or less at the same time, but from various fields regarding 
the Garibaldi and the Aosta: the second big wave has attacked mostly the center of the formation 
(Gorizia) while third it has launch on the tail (Gorizia - Trento). In all and the three cases attacking 
has realized dangerous crossings of torpedo. 

The aircrafts enemy torpedo bombers are then turned with decision and skill under the fire 
of the ships turning quickly after the launch of the torpedo; in order to go away some aircrafts they 
have defiladed of counter bearing at short distance from the ships, facts sign to the shooting of the 
machine-gunner, which but it has been rendered much difficult the strongest variations of 
transverse. 

The Aircraft that have attacked the head of the formation have uncoupled the torpedo at a 
distance from the cruisers around to the 1000 meters, while those that they have attacked the two 
tail units are capacities to considerably smaller distances. Vary observatories have noticed that the 
torpedo that has hit the Trento has been launch not more than 200 meters from the ship, that is at a 
distance such from not being able to be avoided with maneuver. 

The maneuver of the ships in order to avoid the torpedo has been carried out from every 
commander without some tie, in relation to the uncoupling of the torpedo observes. Particularly 
skillful they have been the maneuvers of the Garibaldi, near which they are defiladed 
subsequently, to short distance from the hull, two wakes coming from various directions, and of 
the Gorizia, that it has had to evade in a zone of sea infested from much torpedo convergent from 
opposite directions completing once round on the left side 
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"The cruisers Group therefore was picked more rather had been surprised, in that critical 
hour, between the end of the night and the first twilight of day, in which, like it is known, the 
vigilance of the lookout is little assets for effect of the distension of the nerves after the strong 
tension of the night. The Group was still in the nocturnal formation, that is online of row, while 
many, between which the same Commander of the Group, thought that the best formation would 
have been that ordinarily adopted of day, that is on two columns. I have not never shared this 
opinion; the formation on two columns had sure the advantage to use better the protection of the 
DD of the escort, especially when these were little numerous, but it introduced the serious 
disadvantage to always bind too much the maneuver of the ships, obligating to approach in 
outside, in order to avoid to invest the near ships. Also the a.a. shooting turned out less free in the 
formation on two columns and - all adding - I have always considered the line of row like the more 
agile formation and more untied in order to reject every form of nocturnal attack at sea. 

"The attack of the nine aircraft decided torpedo bombers to approach itself until the 
minimal distances could not have success, in spite of the lively fire reaction of the cruisers and the 
maneuverability of the commanders, all veterans of the war. 

"The report of Admiral de Courten says explicitly that the reaction a.a. was much lively 
from part of the cruisers, but turned out insufficient and insufficient on the DD of the escort; was 
however little to expect from only four DD, equipped of a small number of machine-gunner. 

"The Gorizia reported to have shot down with own shooting two enemy airplane, and the 
Garibaldi confirmed to have seen two airplane to go away with a long wake of smoke, evidently 
damages from our a.a. fire. From the relation of the British Admiral it turns out that effectively 
two of those aerial torpedo bombers were hit but not shot down. 

"Admiral Parona reported to have clearly seen from the Gorizia one of the enemy airplane 
equipped with two torpedo, instead of only one, as always had happened before then. Also 
someone else observed the same thing from the battleships, but on the moment we remained a little 
in doubt on the exactitude of the observation; it us has been confirmed from the English official 
relation. 

"Effectively the airplane type" Bristol-Beaufort ", that attacked us 
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that morning was of a type a lot progressed regarding that we had seen to come to the attack in the 
previous operations of war. In the last semester of 1941 and in the first one of 1942 never we had 
not been attacked at sea from aerial torpedo bombers, and the last experience that our F. N. they 
had of an aerial attack with the torpedo was that one much remote of 28 March 1941, under 
Gaudo... The characteristics of those aerial attacks of the 1941 were the small dimensions of the 
"Swordfish", their insufficient speed and their light armament (single torpedo); it had been noticed 
that it was relatively easy to hold them under the shooting of the machine-gunner and that a single 
blow of these crews was enough in order to shot down them. 

"The new aircraft, that they made their apparition for the first time on 15 June, had instead 
greater dimensions much, were faster much and were equipped with two torpedo; moreover you 
appeared able to embed you vary blows of machineguns without being shot down. It was noticed 
more than once from our ships that those airplane, also after to have been visibly hit from the 
shooting of the machine-guns, they continued to fly apparently undisturbed. Perhaps being said, 
and was true, than theirs leave more vital were slightly armored, and that therefore it could not be 
shot down without to resort quite to the heavy machine-guns or to the a.a. guns. However their 
same dimensions conferred they one resistance to the very advanced a.a. fire to that one of the old 
small "Swordfish"; and of other part the their great mobility rendered much difficult to that is hit 
them with the guns when they were very close, in the most dangerous moment of the attack. 

"Of the nine aircraft that attacked at dawn of our cruisers Group, had only one success 
hitting with a torpedo the Trento. All the other torpedo were avoid with the maneuver; also the 
Trento had ready and skillfully maneuvered, as soon as seen to uncouple the torpedo from the 
airplane, but it could not avoid what it was launch from the distance of only 200 meters. It must 
keep in mind who the Trento was the last ship of the row line, and that therefore insufficiently it 
was protect from the SS of the escort that they were placed in head to the formation; the English 
airplane had evidently been useful for this favorable circumstance in order to turn itself the 
minimal distances and to hit with the maximum probability of succeeding. 

"From aboard the of Littorio we assisted with anxiety to all the development of the aerial 
attack directed against the cruisers... We hoped 
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that the attack was already failed when we noticed that the Trento was expiring regarding the rest 
of the formation and soon after we saw with pain to the level of its forward funnel a high column 
of the blackest smoke... 

"While I waited for with trepidation news on the situation of the Trento, the English 
torpedo bombers, that still had perhaps not noticed the presence of ours two battleships, 
maneuvered at a distance in order to reorder themselves. Without warning we see a group of three 
aircraft that detach from the rest and heads fastest toward us, close to the sea. The increased light 
was while a lot, even if the sun still had yet risen, and we were not more in the difficult conditions 
of visibility in which they were found a little before the cruisers. Moreover at all we were not 
taken by surprise; the attack to the "Garibaldi" Group had given the alarm to us and was ready 
with all the arms to receive the attack that they directed on us. 

"The two battleships open in fact at once the fire with the guns from 90 mm. and the DD 
of the escort shoots some salvos from 120 mm. until the airplane is still distant; but the approach is 
fast and very soon the machine-gunner they to the general chorus of the other bores join also trying 
to arrest the sudden start of the attack. The ships begin endured to maneuver with turns of urgency, 
in order to avoid that the three torpedo bombers arrive all with in favorable position for the launch; 
it was necessary in fact to obligate them launch the their torpedo in succession, indeed that at the 
same time, because therefore it was easier to avoid them. Effectively the ready maneuver of the 
battleships confuses attacking and of it provokes the dispersion; of them is found in favorable 
position at 05:26 and it profits some in order launch from the right of our formation. It had not 
been able but to approach itself sufficiently and was forced launch from a distance of 
approximately 4500 meters, much too large that is in order to hit a ship in maneuver; we saw in 
fact the torpedo to pass far away on our flank. 

"The others two airplane were many expiring astern during approached ours and they did 
not find more in favorable position for the launch; we see them in fact to invert the route and to 
come newly to the attack being tried to carry itself ahead to the battleships. One of them returning 
to our formation to short distance on the right side, while all the machine-gunner unload to it lean 
hundred of projectiles; but it continues to progress apparently unharmed and succeeds in 
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launch a torpedo they give approximately 1500 meters of distance. Also this torpedo comes easy 
avoided with maneuver. 

"The other aircraft was not successful to carry itself in favorable position with the first 
one, and our turn newly decidedly made it to expire astern. It was forced therefore to renounce for 
the moment to the launch, and we saw it to go away towards the north as if it wanted to return to 
the base. But momentary feint was evidently only one; we see little after to invert the route and, to 
direct quickly on us, hoping perhaps to take us by surprise. We are instead ready receiving it 
conveniently, much more than it the single enemy is now of which we must ourselves be worried. 
All the a.a. crews are directed against that airplane, that it is advancing inexorably under a deadly 
fire; it seems impossible that it is not succeeded to be shot down, but it continues to approach itself 
until approximately 2000 meters. At 05:51 launches a torpedo against the Vittorio Veneto, that 
very close to the ship to he, and is redeemed at once then with a dared tacking, passing in means to 
the two battleships; also in this phase the a.a. fire is shot down violently, and seems that several 
projectiles hit it in full load, while it continues imperturbable to fly at a low altitude, and soon after 
it is seen to go away towards the west without apparently to have received any damage. 

"The attack therefore was ended; fortunately we had been able to avoid all the torpedo 
with maneuver, and was a true fortune, because the lack of fighter aircrafts in the sky of the 
formation rendered our situation was a very dangerous one... 

"From the relation of the British Admiralty it turns out that that attack to the dawn was 
effectively work of nine aircraft" Beaufort "of Malta, which reported of to have hit and to have 
stopped a cruiser of 10 thousand tons (that it was in fact the Trento) and moreover of to have hit 
with a torpedo each of ours two battleships. This last appreciation was totally wrong, but the 
English Command if rendered some account only later; for the moment it thought instead that the 
airplane had brought back a complete success and that the offensive advance of our naval force 
had been arrested. 

"In the meantime, just in the active period of the aerial attack, had been necessary to take 
care itself of the damaged Trento and detention in means to the sea, with the DD Camicia Nera 
that turned around it wrapping it in a dense smoke screen, in order avoid to a offensive return 
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of the enemy airplane. To my demand for news, the Commander of the Trento communicated that 
it had been hit from single a torpedo and that tried to replace in motion the two engines of the 
inner [the CA type Trento had four propellers]. I ordered at once to the DD Pigafetta and Saetta to 
the event cruiser for give attendance and to escort it if it had been able sooner or later to near 
replace in motion. It was not possible to detach other units in its aid, since our naval force had a 
offensive task to carry out in the next hours. I remained however a lot displeased not to be able to 
make any more in order to save that ship that, with sad mind, I saw to gradually expire more and 
more far away from we, while the column of black smoke continued to go up always very dense 
towards the sky, pressing charges clearly a strong naphtha fire in the local boilers. However the 
hull of the Trento appeared to float nearly normally, even though with a slightly lower bow 
immersion then usual; that left to think that damages provoked from the explosion of the torpedo 
were not fatal and that, barring accidents, machine could have replaced in motion at least one, or to 
take to towing the ship in order to carry it in less dangerous waters. 

"Unfortunately, as we will see later on, these our hopes were frustrated from the 
participation of an English submarine, that the Trento ended with a second torpedo. 

"[ had already informed Supermarina of the aerial attacks that we had endured during the 
night and at dawn, let alone of the torpedoing of the Trento and the taken dispositions in order to 
assist it to resume navigation and to return to port. To the agitation of those first hours of the 
morning it was replace a little calm, but little before 07:00 there was a new alarm for the sight at a 
distance of a group of nine airplane, than the lookout-posts they judged enemies. All the 
armaments of the guns and the machine-gunner a.a. noticed to their places and pointed the arms in 
direction of what it seemed a new attack of English torpedo bombers, when was noticed that those 
airplane were being approached with a maneuver correctly executed second the prescribed norms 
for the national apparatuses and allied. Some of those airplane made then also signal of 
recognition, and therefore comprised that it was be a matter of German apparatuses, assigned to 
escort to us and protect us from the enemy attacks... 

"Naturally the thought of the English convoy and the best 
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way to come to more soon to contact with it was what mainly it occupied my mind, now that was 
ended the aerial attacks, and before that they could resume newly. It must have some precise data 
on its position and its movements for regulating ours movements in consequence, but I became 
account that fresh and exact news on the enemy could have had solo from the airplane embarked 
and from their experienced observatories to the recognitions on the sea. I ordered therefore to the 
Commander of the "Garibaldi" Group of catapulted one of its "Ro.43" and of give exploring our 
immediate vicinities, since thought that the English convoy could far away also not be a lot from 
us, if it had regularly navigated with route directed on Malta for all the night and to the marked 
speed of 14 knots. I wanted first of all to clear at least approximately the zone in which it was 
found, but then arranging systematic recognitions in order to follow of the movements in the rest 
of the morning; I was in fact expectant to arrive to the tactical contact before noon for having 
many hours of light to disposition to render the resolute combat. 

"Towards 06:00 of the morning it was reached in truth a telegram of Supermarina, that it 
gave some news on the convoy of Alexandria: "Germanic Mas 01:31 hours communicate position 
convoy lat. 34° 31' long. 21° 42' route north -052515 ". 

"It was be a matter of a little old news, since went back before to five hours, and of other 
part it was not known which precision degree could have, coming from Mas that had to be 
remained for all the night outside sight of land and therefore not in a position to defining the own 
geographic position well. However I made to put endured that point on the nautical maps and 
found that it turned out rear somewhat regarding how much had previewed, attributing to the 
convoy the speed of 14 knots. If not there were rough errors of position, it had to be concluded that 
the English convoy had had to slow down for some reason the own march and that therefore was 
more far away from we than how much I did not estimate. 

"In the doubt but that the appreciation of the Mas was wrong to consider convenient not to 
modify the route of the naval force based on the position communicated to me for the enemy 
convoy and I remained in attended of ulterior news that clarify the situation better. In the mean 
time I made to ask all the employee ships how many of their airplane embarked were still efficient, 
since I feared that some of 
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them had to suffer for effect of violent the a.a. shooting developed at dawn. 

"While I collected the answers to this my question, I received a new communication of 
Supermarina relative to the convoy: "Mas Germanic communicates position five cruisers & DD 
02:51 hours lat. 34° 15' long. 21° 15' route 100' speed 15 knots & a cruiser hit with two torpedo - 
060015". 

"This telegram left me somewhat perplexed; it referred little more than an hour after the 
previous one, and the position attributed to the convoy effectively was moved little towards the 
west; but the appreciated route was quite opposite to that he would have been reasonable to expect 
for a convoy directed to Malta. The telegram then came from one a the German Mas usually, and 
the observation made in the time of night, did not give great confidence to me of exactitude. It was 
possible that it had been only observed a transitory route of the convoy or also of only the escort, 
since the telegram only referred to some military ships; it could therefore are given that the 
observed units were in phase of maneuver and had then resumed the route to the west. However it 
could not be excluded that it was be a matter of an exact observation and repeated to all the 
convoy, in the which case it had to arrive to the conclusion that it had renounced to continue the 
own mission and was returning towards Alexandria. 

"Some minute after I received from an aircraft of the CAT located in Africa the news that 
the English convoy was found at 06:10 to miles 80 for 350° from Derna. The message did not 
specify of it the route of the speed of the convoy, but the same one was most useful because it 
came from an observer of all the independent one from that one of the previous communications, 
and above all because fresh and relative news to a made observation by day. The position indicated 
from that airplane came to an agreement with the enough well previous and confirmed that, for a 
reason or an other, the English convoy was a lot in delay regarding the previewed one. This was 
the more important information in that moment, and decided not to further be late to change my 
director of march based on the new situation of fact. 

"Said therefore (at 07:00 hours) order to the Group of the battleships to approach for route 
140°, so as to accelerate the encounter with the enemy if it continued to advance towards the west. 
Also 
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the cruisers Group had the same order, and it came to it confirmed to remain to 10 miles from the 
force on the survey to the south. 

"Examinee the nautical maps I observed that at 06:00 of the morning the our naval force 
toed be distant from the English convoy approximately 180 miles; if therefore the convoy did not 
have invert the route and continued to proceed towards the west to the speed of 14 knots, we could 
have come to contact with it between and the noon, that is in time in order to engage it ina 
resolute combat. This observation was reassuring, but all it depended from what English had 
decided approximately the continuation of their mission. Decision had to come more to soon to 
acquaintance of this they, that is had to eliminate the still existing uncertainty on the route that 
they were currently following. 

"In order to clear this doubt of fundamental importance not there was that to make resorted 
to our embarked aircraft. The Garibaldi had already catapulted one of its aircraft, according to my 
orders, but it was not successful to rise in flight and was at once fallen into the sea. The DD 
Geniere was detached in order to collect the shipwrecked, but when it arrived on the place, aircraft 
and crew were unfortunately beyond help. 

"Said order at once [07:20 ] that the Gorizia catapult an airplane, in order to explore along 
parallel 30° 20' and between the meridians 21° and 23°, that is in the zone in which, according to 
every probability, had to find to that hour the English convoy, if it had continued in route towards 
Malta [the aircraft was catapulted at 07:38 ]. 

"In the mean time I receive a telegram of the Trento, that it communicates of being still 
stopped and not to have been able to tame the fire of the forward boilers. Somewhat they are taken 
care of this news because staying to long in a piece of real estate in the same point it can succeed 
extremely dangerous for the ship; English know very well where it has stopped, and task that they 
will make of all in order profiting for one therefore favorable occasion and sinking it. Nor I can 
think sufficient to the protection of the two DD that I have left them close and that they try to hide 
it with a smoke screen. The same thought must have had also Supermarina since, soon after, we 
intercept a telegram from Rome that orders to the torpedo boats Pegaso, Patrasso and Partenope 
at Navarino to ignite at once and to exit very soon al for hurrying on the point where detention is 
found the Trento. 

Also a ocean-going tug were sent by Supermarina 
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on the place, making it to exit from Crotone. The situation of the torpedoed cruiser therefore 
would have come to improve very soon and already I felt little reassured, when from the Trento it 
is communicated that it had been flown over from a sure English airplane. My worries on the 
possibility to save that ship remained active than before and increase still when it telegraphs at 
07:40 that the fire in boiler was extending rather than to diminish... 

"At 07:47 finally the first complete news reached me on the convoy of Alexandria, for 
merit of an aircraft of the CAT. According to this signaling, the convoy at 06:30 found in a 
position that it toed be distant from ours approximately 160 miles and was sailing at the speed of 
14 knots on route 330°. It came therefore more or less confirmed the previous position of the 
enemy, and the possibility for we to meet it before noon; above all it made it appeal to me to see 
therefore my doubt resolved on the director of march of the convoy, than it never had apparently 
not thought to invert the route or, if it had it invert for a little, it was now newly directed towards 
Malta. Reexamine the navigation map, I noticed that, in spite of the new route assumed, we were 
still directing too much to the south; in order to accelerate to the maximum the encounter with the 
enemy, I made to approach all the ships for route 110°. 

"In the meantime but our attention newly it is recalled from the sight of suspicious 
aircraft... One probably was a matter of apparatuses in charge to characterize and to report to the 
English Command the losses and the damages we received during the attacks of the night and 
dawn. It would have been our desire to remove them, but the four German fighter escort seemed 
not to notice of their troublesome presence, and they diminish did not point out to take part. We 
could not of other part give orders to the aerial escort because we did not have wireless connection 
with it; for the note in those days the German Command had, to ours unknown, changed the code 
of signals them between ships and airplane and they of it had not delivered the new edition. 

"Soon after 08:00 hours the Garizia signals of urgency the discovery of enemy airplane, 
and in fact nearly at the same time we see, 30° ahead to right, two large aircraft low on the sea, 
that it seems direct in order to attack to us. The two battleships open endured the fire with the guns 
from 90 against those airplane, and all our attention is turned in that direction, when without 
warning one lookout of the Littario 
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it gives to the alarm for approximating itself of a group of enemy aircrafts in altitude very high, 
and already nearly on our vertical. We have hardly the time to watch in on, when we see to rise 
around to we several great water columns from a part and the other ahead, raised from the bombs 
of those airplane. The columns are nearest the Littorio, and the hull is felt to vibrate for the 
explosion of the bombs fallen in proximity; the continuous launch still for short moments, and 
high columns is raised around us but more towards the stern, while a violent explosions happens 
just under ours birdge. I see a great flare in direction of the turret below, and feel the crackle of the 
splinter that, the directions launch in all, hammer sheets of the superstructures. 

"Watching towards our zenith, I see a formation of nine great aircraft four-motor planes, 
than flies over us to the appearing altitude of 4000 meters, coming from the part of the sun, that is 
one score of degrees on the left of our bow. And obvious that the airplane sight little before low on 
the sea had the scope to attract our attention on the right, for decoying us and preventing us 
therefore to sight in time the group of airplane that it threatened to us from left and against sun. 
And in fact the arrival of these apparatuses bombers (that we recognized for Americans of the type 
"Liberator") passed unnoticed to all the lookout, and the bombs fell in to our formation before that 
we had the time to make any maneuver in order to avoid them. 

"Fortunately a single bomb hit Littorio [08:16]; the others fell all in our immediate 
vicinities and they did not bring damages, for how much were sure launch with great precision. 
Other bombs were seen to fall around to the Vittorio Veneto, astern to us, but fortunately without 
succeeding (1). The bomb that hit the Littorio fell of scrape on the flank of the forward tower from 
381, and burst to the collision against the horizontal armor of its lunette of the left. 

"Strong projection of splinters, some of which penetrated in the immense opening of left 
of the armored lodging of the telemeter; they killed a man and hurt another 12 serving of the turret, 
than they were found nearby. According to the prescribed norms for navigation in time of war, that 
opening would be due 


(1) The Vittorio Veneto had all the near bombs around to the hull and therefore that on the 
deck fell back a part of the water raised in high columns from the explosions. 
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to remain closed from the appropriate armored door, which instead it had been little before opened 
from the personnel of the turret probably for the curiosity to watch around and in order to become 
account of what happened outside. 

"Very many splinters of the bomb they had been projected in all the directions, and if of it 
they saw the traces little from for all, but especially on the left flank of the turret, than but, for 
protect from armor slabs, it had not suffered that superficially. One of those splinters had arrived 
until the height of bridge the flagship, and had left a small hole in the sheet of adorns chest 
towards bow. 

"As a result of that strong explosion the hull of the Littorio had had strong vibrations, and 
others had been provoked from the explosions of the bombs fallen in the vicinities. The catapult of 
the stern aircraft had been strongly jolt on its supports, and the two "Ro.43" of equipment was 
remained somewhat damaged; it was not more possible to employ them in that day, and the 
airplane that was ready to the launch on the catapult brought back such damages that had to be 
thrown it to sea, being judged definitively unsuitable. 

"I made endured to examine from the officials of the Navy Corps of Engineers the 
conditions of the hull of the Littorio to bow and breast...; no damage had brought back the ship 
beyond to those little of the bow turret...; they were endured made operation tests, and it was stated 
that the turret could rotate liberations in transverse and that its three guns from 381 were in full 
efficiency. 

"As soon as fallen the bombs, I had made to turn the formation in time 80° on the left, so 
as to find the group of Americans airplane towards the transverse; in these conditions all our guns 
a.a. could make fire against those airplane, and effectively they made it endured with great 
intensity so as to discourage them to return to the attack. We little saw them in fact after to go 
away towards the west; given their high velocity, very soon they were outside shooting, and we 
could not have the satisfaction of knocking down not even one. 

"We resumed the route then 110°, congratulating us of our good fortune that had allowed 
us to exit with little damages from a bombing that had been lead with rare precision. We were in 
fact accustomed to the normal launch of bombs from part of the English bombers and we knew 
that, also from lower altitude, they had insufficient probabilities to hit... in fact time little after 
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we came to know that those bombers were equipped of a instrument of aim equipped of gyrostatic 
horizon of precision... 

"However, being by now remained with a small number of catapultable aircraft to 
disposition, I thought that it was convenient to use them sooner, to avoid that they were damaged 
in eventual a new aerial attack. I ordered therefore to the Vittorio Veneto launch at once one of its 
airplane for the exploration of one strip of sea long wide 30 miles director 110° (ahead to us) until 
100 miles from our naval force. I counted therefore that, in little more than an hour, this airplane 
would have supplied us the complete indications on the position, the route and the effective 
composition of the English convoy and its escort. The problem in fact of the presumed presence of 
a BB in those forces of the escort still had not been definitively resolved from anybody. 

"In the mean time was continued to see to go around itself around to we some suspicious 
aircraft, than they were not adhered to our prescribed norms for the acknowledgment at sea and 
that therefore they had to be considers you enemy. I ordered that the intensified the vigilance in all 
the directions, in order to avoid newly of being cultured to the unaware, as had happened to the 
arrival of the Americans bombers. 

"At 08:40 the Gorizia without warning signal the sight an enemy airplane in direction to 
the north, and after a few minutes we distinguished see five large aircraft that, hug on the sea, 
quickly carry ahead of us and then they direct to fan on counter bearing route, approaching itself 
high velocity (Graphical n. 18). 

"Three of they were on the left, the others two to right of our bow, and their routes 
converged quickly on the head of our formation. This was the moment in which the counterattack 
of the fighter aircrafts of the escort would have been most useful, but the German aircraft, that they 
were for a long time on our head, diminish did not point out to take part in order to demolish the 
enemy attack. Of other part we did not have means of giving they orders in such sense, and us it 
did not remain that to entrust also this time to us to old means of defense glue maneuver and with 
a.a. shooting. 

"It comes at a distance in fact endured begun the shooting with the guns from 90 of the 
battleships and with those from 120 of the DD, while the two ships turn of urgency are in order to 
reduce the speed of approach of the airplane, it is in order to find them in the aft fields and to 
prevent therefore that they arrive all to the launch at the same time. 
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"IT order the turn of urgency on the right until nearly inverting the route, and the maneuver 
succeeds to confuse attacking, than they are come therefore to find all on our left and astern. Also 
the shooting of our guns, to which that one of the machine-gunner joins soon, somewhat 
disconcerting the English airplane and it obligates to break them the unit of their attack. 

"The group of three aircraft that was found initially ahead on the left is now clearly in 
unfavorable position for the launch, and therefore is forced to move themselves and to maneuver 
in order to put on route parallel to ours, with the attempt to approach itself from astern. Reached 
approximately 4000 meters from us, but it renounces to approach mainly to launch its torpedo and 
it is exiting with fast tacking. The three are seen distinguished wakes of torpedo that are 
approached from the stern the Littorio but the speed difference allows us to avoid them easy with 
small turn from one side and the other; our maneuver is facilitated from too much the great 
distance of launch. 

"While the others two aircraft are remained farther away and they have not been able 
launch with their companions; they must maneuver and go back the formation in order to approach 
themselves at a distance of launch, but in the mean time we already have been able to avoid the 
first three torpedo and are ready to reject the new big wave of attack. We clearly see the two 
apparatuses that alone approach from astern supporting all the fire of ours two ships and the DD; 
he arrives you to a distance reduced enough (we appreciate approximately 2000 meters), but 
always in the aft fields, they launch their torpedo finally. As soon as we see the launch, we 
approach with all the bar on the left and succeed therefore to avoid of being hit. 

"From the bridge of the Littorio we follow with attention the wakes of the torpedo that are 
approached quickly and see one of them to cross our route, just in the interval between the two 
ships; the torpedo still continues little as its race and then it bursts of astern to right raising a high 
water column. On the moment we do not become account of this unexpected generally outbreak 
since the torpedo, when they do not hit a hull, sinks to the end of their race. It can are given that 
this time English had regulated their torpedo to you for the explosion rather than for the sinking to 
fine race, but was however strange that that had been taken place for single a torpedo. 

"Those explosions, sight at a distance from our cruisers Group, 
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said they feeling that one of the two battleships had been hit, and the same also thought by the 
English aircraft, that they noticed the high water column of the explosion while they were going 
away. Those airplane seemed not to have received any damage for effect of our shooting, although 
we had more times thought than to have hit them with at least our heavy machine-guns. Evidently 
the bore of these was too much small for being able to pull down with a few blows one of those 
large aircraft, than they were perhaps also battleships in their vital parts. 

"In any case we were irritated of this they appearing invulnerability, and more we were 
irritated for the inaction of the Germanic fighter aircrafts, which had not made any attempt in order 
to demolish the attack, nor in order to chase the enemy at the end of the attack. We wondered to 
that what could serve that escort aircraft, if it did not act timely in order to prevent the attacks or at 
least in order to punish the attackers to do things. This time there were the old defenses with the 
resources of the maneuver and the shooting antiaircraft, and had been you assist yourself from the 
fortune; but it could always go therefore well? 

"From the report of the British Admiralty we know now that the attack of the morning had 
been arranged between a group of Americans bombers and of English torpedo bombers, all coming 
from the Egyptians airports. The "Liberator" was effectively only eight, rather than nine, as had 
been appreciated by us, while the torpedo bombers were, in departure, twelve of the type 
"Beaufort". The two groups had to coordinate their movements so as to arrive at the same time to 
the attack, and to succeed therefore to disperse our shooting and to render the maneuver of the 
ships more difficult in order to avoid bombs and torpedo. 

"This correlation of time between the two groups, that it would have been truly dangerous, 
fortunately came to lack. The aerial torpedo bombers in fact met in flight a formation of German 
aircraft "Me.109", who shot down some two at once, and damaged another five in such matter to 
force them to return. They arrived therefore to attack only five "Beaufort", a lot in delay regarding 
the bombers, and this allowed to then to be rejected by us before one and the others; the small 
number of the torpedo bombers facilitated remarkably our maneuver then understanding to avoid 
the torpedo. It was therefore great luck that the attack torpedo bombers and bomber had been 
disintegrated before the action; if we had had to defend to us from a simultaneous attack 
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of eight bombers and twelve torpedo bombers, we could have difficultly exited without any serious 
damages. 

"The failure of that attack must therefore be attributed, according to how much known 
today from English source, to the timely participation of that group from German fighters that, to 
many miles of distance from us, had the luck to intercept the English torpedo bombers before that 
these had come to contact with our formation. If therefore ours very lamentable for the action of 
the German aircrafts of the escort in our sky were justified, must however recognize that it was 
just that fortunate participation at a distance of the "Messerschmitt" to render the enemy aerial 
attack less dangerous. 

"Always second the English relation, two English aerial torpedo bombers were damaged 
from our a.a. shooting, even if they were not shot down, and they could return to the base. Perhaps 
our appreciation was therefore exact of repeatedly to have hit the enemy airplane, and comes 
confirmed the insufficient effectiveness of our a.a. escort against aircraft of great dimensions and 
also armored. 

"To the return to the base, the English torpedo bombers reported to have hit one of the 
battleships effectively, since had observed the explosion of the torpedo at the end of the run in the 
vicinities of the Vittorio Veneto. 

"As soon as it removes the enemy airplane, I ordered to the reconstitution of the row line 
with the Littorio at the head and with the close escort of the six DD. Took on at first a route to the 
south, but at 09:00 we resumed the initial route of approach to the enemy: 110°. I thought that by 
now the bulk of the enemy aerial attacks had to be ended and that for some hour we would have 
been left in peace, we could therefore be taken care actively more of the movements of the convoy 
of Alexandria, of which for the note recent news arrived very soon. 

"At 09:13 in fact a telegram from Rhodes informs us that a German aircraft has sighted at 
07:05 that convoy in a position, than, transferred on the nautical map, appears somewhat moved 
more to the east than how much we did not attend. But the signaling lacked of every other relative 
element to the route and the speed of the convoy and it did not specify not even the composition of 
the escort that accompanied it. I decide therefore not to hold account of this information, that 
probably it was wrong, and to continue on march director puts into effect them; that it is the more 
convenient in order to more soon meet the enemy, if it does not find itself therefore distant as 
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it turns out from that communication. 

"I await therefore with eagerness that the airplane embarked, that they are already in flight 
for a long time, communicates some precise data and I do not know as explaining their obstinate 
silence when, at 09:17 the "Ro.43” of the Gorizia signsled shortly: "Sight of ships" and stops at 
once every transmission without to supply some particular on that mysterious sight. 

"However I order at once to increase the speed to 24 knots because I think that the enemy 
is near and that the tactical contact is imminent; of other part task that that before and generic 
signaling of the airplane of the Gorizia will come soon continuation from other precise and 
detailed communications. I tricked myself; that airplane had no more signs of life. 

"While it seemed that finally we were next to meet the enemy, the Pigafetta 
communicated that at 09:13 the Trento had been newly torpedoed, and little after, from its signal 
of discovery, comprised that that unfortunate ship must have been victim of an attack from part of 
a submarine. 

"At 09:20 the Trento sank with its commander (Captain Esposito) and with great part of its 
crew, after a long fight against the fire developed in the boiler. The vicissitudes of the poor ship in 
those tragic hours have been described detailed in the relation of Admiral Parona, Commander of 
the 3™ Division, of which it made part the Trento. I reassume some here under the main parts. 

"... The weapon hit the hull on the right, in correspondence of the premises of the forward 
boilers. 

"As a result of the explosion of the torpedo opened an immense hole it in the hull of the 
cruiser, through which great water mass entered one in that premises of the boilers. The bulkhead 
of separation from the contiguous premises of the center boilers came to fall, formed naphtha 
infiltrations and a fire developed in this last premises, obligating the personnel to evacuate it. For 
lack of steam, the engines some to them of the bow were stopped at once, while those of the stern 
still continued for some time to turn to reduced speed; soon after they for lack of steam stopped 
themselves also in the aft boilers, where water infiltrations were taken place in the ducts of the 
naphtha. 

"The immersion of the ship’s bow came to increase, and it was manifested 
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a light sideslip (only two degrees) to the right. Not there were apparently other serious damages, 
and the ship was not sure in hopeless conditions; but it had to tame very soon the fire in the central 
boilers, in order to avoid that one extended to the adjacent zones. 

"The officials of the engineers and the personnel of engines themselves strove actively for 
this purpose, but difficult was a matter of an enterprise. Near the case to smoke of the bow funnel 
and in the plan of battery, in correspondence of the premises of the central boilers, the appropriate 
deck sections concurred with the machine staff to circumscribe the fire. The danger resided 
especially in the vicinity of the ammunitions depots and in the covered presence in to prow and to 
the center of the magazines of small-caliber ammunitions, that they had been prepared for the 
shooting a.a. and against submarines. The course of the temperatures in the inside had itself to be 
watched with continuity of placed and to transport to stern all those ammunitions from 100 mm, 
amounting them under straw mats and burlaps impervious to water. 

"The Commander steady held in hand all his men and directed the rescue operations, 
making use of the work of the remaining DD Pigafetta and Saetta near the Trento energetically. It 
took care itself above all of an eventual offensive return of the airplane of Malta, or the arrival of 
some submarine lain in wait for in the vicinities, and said therefore the order to those two DD to 
spread a artificial smoke screen all around to his ship, in order to hide it from sight of the airplane 
and the enemy periscopes. 

"The engine personnel while tried to separate the two parts of the drive system and to 
relight the stern boilers, a job this last one that strongly was hindered from the salt water presence 
in the tubes of the naphtha and from the difficulty to assure with safety measures the feeding of 
fresh water to the same boilers. 

"A little after 08:00 hours (the ship by now stopped for approximately three hours) 
inasmuch as the work of relighting of the boilers went for the long ones, the commander ordered to 
the Pigafetta to stop the smoke emission and to prepare itself to take under towing the Trento, a 
part of the crew gathered therefore on the deck to forward, under the orders of the Second in 
command, in order to stretch cables of towing weighted down from one length of chain. 
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"At 09:00 the fire in the inferior premises by now was nearly completely tamed; from the 
forward funnel that dense black smoke only exited of the steam, and not more that of was exited 
from the very first and that it rendered the Trento also to great distance visible. The DD Saetta 
continued to turn around to the ship wrapping it in the smoke discharging curtain, while the 
Pigafetta, stopped ahead to the cruiser, had already taken towing cables and it was prepared to 
stretch them little by little. The crew of the Trento was to combat post, ready to reject any new 
attack, while the maneuver sections were engaged in the operations of that towing and anti-fire 
they watched the eventual to reawakening of the inner hotbed. 

"Without warning, at 09:10, it was sighted ahead on the left a wake of torpedo that was 
approached the hull quickly; on the calmest surface of the sea the wake traced the cleanest path, on 
which the eyes of all the deck personnel were pined. Least minutes, and then here the explosion in 
correspondence of the ammunition depot of turret n. 2; a great water column is raised on the left 
flank of the ship and overflows the personnel on the forecastle. The tragedy chases: to the 
explosion of the torpedo at the time followed to short distance a second and more uproarious 
explosion, that one of the ammunition depot, that it rips the ship, raises the main deck to the bow, 
command with the falling of the bridge tetrapod mast and the fire direction station, and projects in 
every direction a myriad of route to me and splinters that, falling back, they kill and multilane all 
the persons who find themselves on deck. 

"A cloud of black-yellowish smoke wraps the characteristic ship with and pungent odor of 
explosive, and many persons who in were on deck forward were thrown into the sea violently. The 
Pigafetta hardly makes time to abandon towing cables when the Trento is looked at to list strongly 
on the left, to lower the bow at first slowly, then more and more quickly, and finally to sink raising 
the stern vertically. 

"The ship disappears with its painful cargo of hurt and dead, while a whistle is given off 
from the acute hull, nearly the cry of mortally wounded wild animal. The survivors, than are 
themselves thrown into the sea, and they are themselves grabs hold to the rafts and to the route to 
floaters watch silently as their ship perishes. Their faces, striped of naphtha, blood and tears are 
transfiguration from the pain, and spontaneous lever from those 
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chests the exaltation and goodbye outcry: "Long live the Trento! Long live the King!". 

"More of the half of the officials aboard and the Commander disappear with the ship; little 
less the half of the non-commissioned officers and the crew failed to appeal when the DD 
Pigafetta and Saetta disembarked at Messina the shipwrecked retrieved in those waters (1). 

"From the English relation we know now that the second to torpedoing of the Trento it 
was work of the submarine P.35, one of the nine submarines that English had located (see Graphic 
n. 15) on one line of normal obstruction to our probable route of escape from Taranto, exactly in 
order to attack our ships, and to arrest their offensive movement against the convoy of Alexandria. 

"The route of our naval force crossed the line of English obstruction near its western end, 
where they were in ambush four of the submarines of the 10" squadron, and three of them sighted 
our ships at dawn. The submarine P.35, that it was more to the east of the four, had received in the 
night a signal of aerial sight of our naval force, had observed at a distance illuminant curtains of 
the nocturnal attack and therefore it had been moved towards the west in order to approach itself 
the zone where those ships would be passages to made day. At 04:45 it sighted ours two 
battleships, accompanied from others two ships, that it thought were two cruisers. At 05:10, just 
while the P.35 was in order to reach a favorable position for the launch, saw the our ships to turn 
90° away from the first attack of the "Beaufort" of Malta, and therefore lost the occasion to launch. 
We did not notice anything, and we are very probable that launch would have had happened, if it 
had been carried out, since it engages to you as we were in rejecting the aerial attack, approaching 
itself of the enemy submarine passed unnoticed to all. The English relation adds: "At 05:46 
Commander Maydon of the P.35 had a second opportunity because the battleships turned around 
to the Trento had damaged 


(1) On the point of sinking of the Trento were sent the hospital ships Aquileia and Citta di 
Trapani, beyond the two torpedo boats that were found in the bases of Marea. In total (comprised 
the shipwrecked saved by the DD Piggfetta and Saetta) were saved 602 persons, of which: 22 
officials, nearly all wounded; 100 non-commissioned officers, of which 31 hurt; 480 chief petty 
officers and common, of which 149 hurt. The staff of the ship comprised 51 officials and 1100 
between non-commissioned officers and men of the crew. 
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and they had resumed the route towards the east. The P.35 launch four torpedoes at the second 
battleship, to the distance of approximately 4500 meters but it missed the target. 

"Neither the Littorio nor the Vittorio Veneto noticed some of this attack, of it saw the 
launch wakes of the torpedo from the P.35. 

"The Group of the cruisers, after that the Trento had been torpedoed, was attacked from 
another submarine of the same squadron, the P.34, that it found in those environs and that it 
succeeded to pass unnoticed under the screen of the forward escort. That submarine reached 
without incidents in launch position, but just when it was in order launch saw the Italian cruisers 
turn 90° towards of him, passing over his head and to assume a route that it carried them outside 
launch distance. The "Garibaldi" Group escaped therefore for case to the attack, of which it did not 
notice anything. 

"When the Italian naval force was removed without to have received damages from the 
attacks of the English submarines, three of these, the P.35, the P.34 and the P.37 maneuvered in 
order to themselves approach the Trento, than they saw immovable very well in means to the sea, 
surmounted from a high column of black smoke. The P.35 arrived on the place before the others 
and launch against the cruiser two torpedo that both hit the target. 

"The other submarines of the English line of obstruction did not have the possibility to 
take part because they were found too much to the east, that is too much great distance from the 
route of the Italian naval force. 

"In conclusion the ambush of nine submarines, predisposed from English, brought back a 
single success, that one against the Trento, already immobilized from an airplane torpedo. It can be 
said that we were truly very lucky in escaping to those attacks that, being skillfully arrange to you 
with simultaneous aerial attacks, could succeed much dangerous for us". 

We have left the English formation in the moment in which at 00:45 of the 15" was 
laborious inverting the route with a maneuver, given the amount of the ships. 

In the course of the maneuver the units of the 4" Cr Div. (Adm.Tennant) - Newcastle, 
Birmingham and 4 DD - expired several miles of astern. At 02:50, while they were in order to 
resume their place in the formation that marched towards the east, the flagship 
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Newcastle was torpedoed from a German torpedo boat. Supported the bulkheads of the damaged 
compartments from the explosions, the cruiser was still in a position to sail at 24 knots. The 
Birmingham with a DD continued, while the Newcastle, assisted from the others three DD, slowed 
down in order to verify the damages and put to remedy. 

At 04:28, after that had replaced in motion in order to catch up the formation, other 
Germanic Ms hit the DD Hasty reducing it in such conditions subsequently for having to be sunk 
from one of the other DD. 

Between 05:30 and 06:00, while the Italian F. N. was in order to cross the line more 
western than obstruction of the submarines, Admiral Vian executed the second turnabout replacing 
the bow towards Malta: the maneuver was completed at 05:55. He had executed a new order, 
given at 04:25 from Admiral Harwood, which he thought that the aerial threat along the alley 
bombs was more dangerous much that the eventual encounter with the Italian F. N.: it had 
therefore to remove itself to more soon from waters between the Cyrenaica and Crete. 

The resumption of the route towards Malta, however, did not last long. Approximately at 
08:00 hours, from message of the aircrafts of 07:28, Admiral Harwood learned that the 2 BB with 
3 Cr and 9 DD were approximately to 150 miles from the convoy and were directing towards the 
southeast: he ordered, therefore Admiral Vian to renounce once again to continue, directing for 
105°. At 08:40 the convoy was again in route towards Alexandria. 

At 10:15 Admiral Harwood received the signaling that the aircrafts "Beaufort" torpedo 
bombers of Malta in their attack at dawn (05:10) had hit both enemy BB. As a result of this 
information (than but contrasted with that the Italian F. N. in route gave at 07:23 towards 
southeast) he ordered (10:51) to the convoy to resume the route for Malta and at the same time he 
prescribed to Admiral Vian to avoid the contact with the enemy until, it had not been subordinate 
to a new aerial attack, than - previewed for at 09:30 - then it was not executed; he transmitted 
moreover the relative news the succeeded presumed of the "Beaufort", informing also that a heavy 
cruiser had been damaged. The message was received by Admiral Vian at 14:15, but to that hour a 
reconnaissance aircraft was signaling that the Italian F. N. still continued to direct towards the 
south. Since two of its cruisers had been damaged (the 
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Newcastle from a 02:50 torpedo and the Birmingham - as we will see - from bombs at 11:00), 
Admiral Vian continued towards the east awaiting further instructions of the Commander in Chief 
of the M. F.. These, although transmitted at 11:45, they only arrived at 13:20. In they came given 
discretionary powers to act the according to the circumstances, not being able - Harwood - to 
continue to give prescription, because to that hour he did not know if convoy and escort had 
further damages, of it he knew the ammunition and fuel odd lots. Admiral Vian maintained his 
decision to continue towards the east. 


While the English admirals had - as he has been seen - elements of sufficient information 
for regulating the own action, no news was reached in the morning the Italian Commander in Chief 
on the movements of the adversary, although that at 09:47 and at 11:10 they had been respective 
catapulted an aircraft of the Vittorio Veneto and one of the Aosta and that there were in flight 
strategic reconnaissance aircraft. Only - as it has been seen - the aircraft of the Gorizia had made at 
09:47 signal "sight of ships" without being able to complete it with the motion and position data. 

In lack of information the F. N. continued its march towards east-southeast with the hope 
of being able to reach the ballistic contact very soon. It had not been not even possible to catapult 
the airplane of the Littorio, because both remained damaged from the vibrations of the hull, 
determined from the explosion of the bombs that fell at 08:16. 

At 11:40 the Aviere, that it was the more advanced DD on the left of the "Garibaldi" 
Group launch signal of discovery of a smoke and a masts to the horizon ahead direction 120° 
(nearly because the route of the F. N. was, since 09:00 hours, 110° and the speed had been 
increased half hour before to 24 knots); in fast succession the sight was executed from the other 
ships of the Group. 

At 11:50 also from the height of the fire direction station of the Littorio the column of 
smoke at 30° was seen from the bow to right. Admiral Iachino, persuaded of having finally 
uncovered the enemy, of it informed Supermarina while, he increased to 28 knots and directing for 
150°, he ordered the general combat post. But his persuasion, dictated from impatient hope, soon 
was disappointed because soon after he stated that - rather than enemy ships — he 
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was dealing with a national recognition aircraft which had fallen into the sea. It was the n. 8 of 
288" squadron and the Camicia Nera of it the 6 men of the crew were all retrieved. 

Reassumed at 12:20 speeds of 24 knots and replaced in route for 110°, the F. N. received 
at 12:34 from Supermarina at 10:45 communication that to the convoy was in lat. 34° 10' long. 22° 
05' with route 85°: at such hour the position of the convoy turned out to 98 miles for 119° from 
that occupied at the same hour by the F. N... 

Then Admiral Iachino ordered to the second aircraft of the Vittorio Veneto, that it had 
been catapulted at 11.56, exploring the zone around to the marked point and then continuing the 
exploration towards the east. 

At 12:36 was cancelled the signal of discovery of the adversary, sent from the Littorio to 
Supermarina at 11,50, and half hour later the personnel were withdrawn from the combat post. 

While, at 11:45, while the minds were ignited from the hope to meet the adversary after 
the signal of the Aviere, it was reached on the bridge the flagship of Littorio a dispatch of 
Supermarina - compiled at 11,15 - that it ordered the return to base, in case still news had not 
arrived on the enemy. But this order had been cancelled from Supermarina, hardly received the 
discovery of 11:50, with authorization to proceed towards the east until 14:00 hours. 

And at 13:10 Admiral Iachino, convinced that the adversary was by now on the way of the 
return, telegraphed to Supermarina: "13:00 Hours my position miles 69 for survey 63° from Punto 
Pomo route 110° speeds 24 catapulted Last aircraft stop have explored along march director until 
100 miles put into effect them position force naval without to find enemy stop But contrary orders 
hours 14:00 direct to base". (At 12:20 and 12:50 the aircraft of Aosta and the first one catapulted 
from the Vittorio Veneto had communicated "null to signal"). 

And since at 13:40 an aircraft reconnaissance aircraft of the V Aerosquadra (Libia) more 
had spotted the convoy in a position 20 miles towards the east than that one of the 10:45 with route 
always directed to the east, at 14:00 the F. N. approached for 340° reducing soon after to 20 knots. 

At 14:43 the answer arrived from Supermarina the message of 13:10: "If you do not think 
to be able to engage enemy before 15:00 hours direct towards Navarino stop. Action could 
eventually be resumed 
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tomorrow if concurred from autonomy ". 

"The communications received - Admiral Iachino writes - confirmed to me in the 
impression that the enemy had by now decided to renounce to reach Malta and that it was on the 
way of the return to Alexandria. Not there was other to make that to return on our steps, given the 
impossibility for us to attack by night. We naturally remained somewhat disappointed of the 
missed encounter with the enemy, but we consoled ourselves thinking that equally we had 
achieved the important results of the enemy renunciation to the supply of Malta from the eastern 
side. If from the west the 7" Division it had also it, as it seemed, prevented the arrival of the 
convoy of Gibraltar, the island would be remained without the supplies that then was therefore 
necessary in that moment and the strategic success of our operation would have been complete. If 
then it had been, as it turned out from telegrams intercepted, also a Italian tactical success near 
Pantelleria, we could return totally satisfied of our bilateral operation ". 

In the period of comprising time the assumption of route 340° was sights from the ships 
some airplane that maneuvered in the sky, outside capacity of the c.a. arms: they were English 
reconnaissance aircraft that observed the movements of our F. N. and that they could transmit to 
their Commands the important news that it had stopped to move towards the convoy. 

At 16:27 two German fighters were finally views one of which at 17:09 signaled with a 
smoked launched into the sea (as established from the prescribed norms) the presence of a 
submarine on the left; the F. N. turned in time from the opposite side, resuming route 340° at 
17:21. 

Approximately this sight, from the English relation one deduces that the F. N. in going 
back towards north was last in the pressed ones of the limit of the east of the zone in which they 
intercrossed the five submarines of the ambush line more to the east (graphical n. 15), which 
having received at 15:35 signal of the reconnaissance aircraft concerning the turnabout of our 
forces got ready to attack it. They belonged to the I flotilla. 

The Thraser sighted at sunset the "Garibaldi" Group, but given the distance to which it 
passed to renounce to attack. First the, Purpoise had been found in more favorable position, but - 
while it maneuvered towards 18:35 in order to attack - it had been sighted give 


Page. 356 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
German bombers and forced to desist diving. 

Admiral Jachino thinks that the submarine sighted at 17:09 from the German fighter was 
not the Purpoise, much more than this episode it is not made signal in the English relation. The 
presence of the Purpoise instead was found from the Garibaldi, than at 18:10 it signaled the sight 
of a periscope at 5000 meters of distance and that it maneuvered in consequence. 

At 17:20 it reached the F. N. a long dispatch of Supermarina, compiled at 15:40, than 
therefore expressed the appreciation made in Rome after the decision to renounce to move towards 
the convoy: "In the great Mediterranean battle in course your presence has forced enemy to stop 
itself and to reverse route stop Even if resumed Malta direction would be in delay 24 hours and 
therefore, given to favorable conclusion the western operation, air forces that had had like first 
objective Gibraltar convoy they could be concentrated the eastern stop Your presence tomorrow 
could determine definitive new reversal route stop Such conditioned is resolution: first autonomy 
unit, according to absolute certainty greater fighter co-operation & recognition stop You express 
your warning". 

Admiral Jachino answered at 18:40, after assert made to communicate the fuel remaining 
from all the ships: "18:00 Hours position miles 36 for 28° from Nido [ other secret point of 
reference - beyond to the points Alpha and Pomo - on which the F. N. journeyed for combination 
approximately to 19:00 hours] Route 340° speeds 20 stop Availability naphtha 18 hours concurs 
DD six hours at all force & 36 at 20 knots but 11" squadron that stop has only 30 hours 
Participation tomorrow morning can therefore be tried but interrupting it for lack of combustible 
stop Beyond fighter protection indispensable is good aerial maritime reconnaissance given 
absolute lack embarked" (1). 

At 20:34 a new message arrived from Supermarina compiled at 19:35, than (holding 
account of the times for the coding operations and decoding) had been intercrossed with that one 
of Admiral Iachino. And message agreed with the ideas expressed from the Admiral; in fact it said: 
"You find at 05:00 hours of point 16 miles 60 for 180° from Nido with east route speeds 20 knots 
stop During the night 


(1) In truth the position of the F. N. at 18:00, rather than that one indicated, was 20 miles 


for 160° from the point Nido. It must therefore have been an error of compilation or coding in the 
telegram of the Commander of the F. N. 
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intercrossed how much more possible far away from Malta & from Sidi el Barrani preferably 
towards south with the goal to avoid submarines "(1). 

The point to reach the morning at 05:00 hours was in lat. 35° long. 21°, that is at 100 miles 
from the position occupied from the F. N. at 20:34. Therefore Admiral Iachino determined to 
continue for 340° until 22:00, to make route for 250° until 23:00 and assuming therefore route 
160° in order to arrive at 05:00 hours in the established point: with these variations sure 
probability was also one to confuse the search of the aerial recognition of the adversary. 

Nothing new happened until towards 22:00, when they were understandings noises of 
aircrafts in the vicinities: at once it was ordered to the Legionario to begin the "Dete" exploration 
and to the ships to keep itself ready to open the fire and to make smoke. 

"At 22:30 the Legionario - Admiral Iachino writes - begins to communicate the data of 
survey and distance of the aerial discoveries, but we notice at once that to night it meets some 
unexpected difficulty, since its indications are less frequent and less precise than those of the 
previous night. While I make to turn the formation for 210° and, little before 23:00 for 160°. 
Therefore we are directed for the point that we must reach at 05:00 of the morning, and 
approached having executed therefore a wide one after to have been it sighted from the English 
reconnaissance aircraft is sure an advantage for us, because it could make to lose our traces the 
attackers, or at least to render their maneuver of the attacker more difficult. We notice very soon 
but that all that is illusory; thanks to the Radar the English reconnaissance aircraft maintain the 
contact with us easy and follow undisturbed ours movements. The interception service radio 
informs us that six enemy aerial torpedo bombers are in the vicinities of our formation and ask the 
illuminant airplane launch its flares for being able to direct to the attack. 

"We have in fact as soon as ended ours turn for 160° 


(1) The reader it will have noticed that often Supermarina it prescribed the route and 
speed, both to the departure of the ships from the bases and for determined positions at sea. That 
was not interference in the freedom of action of the Supreme Commander at sea, but imposed from 
the opportunity of being able corresponded to a practical necessity to follow the movement of the 
ships especially in the cares of the national aircrafts, that they could more easy find them. The 
Supreme Commander at sea communicated to Rome - always to the same goal - the speed and 
route variations. 
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when without warning a flare astern to right is ignited to the distance of approximately 8000 
meters; soon after its ignites another in the same direction, but at a distance slightly greater. 
Perhaps the illuminant airplane had not appreciated exactly our new route, and for this its distant 
flares from us launch, but still much too know instinctively who very soon would have been in a 
position to correcting the error committed. However, in order to render the observation from the 
high of our movements more difficult, I order endured to all the ships to begin the emission of 
smoke: I knew for experience that it first wanted always a sure interval to us of time that the 
smoke discharging curtain became voluminous and truly effective. Just while the first clouds of the 
smoke began to exit from the smoke dischargers of the various ships, the most urgent telegram of 
Supermarina arrives that warns us of the imminent attack of aerial torpedo bombers from Malta. 

"From the bridge of the Littorio I watch around me in order judging of the concealable 
effectiveness of the smoke, than by now he has been gotten thicker ahead and on both flanks, but I 
cannot be still declared some satisfied. The screen seems in fact much less dense and compact one 
of the past night; they are looked at of feature in feature, of ahead to us, the hulls of the DD that 
are in the led of close escort, and watching towards the stern the large dark mass of the Vittorio 
Veneto is seen very well, that it follows to us online of row. That in part depended on the fact that 
this time the DD of the escort was six instead of eight, but had also to depend on the insufficient 
state of cleanliness in which the edge smoke dischargers were found, that they had many hours of 
operation the past night and that probably they could not have been see again and put to point 
during the enlivened day. Moreover the special meteorological conditions of the night had also to 
concur you, that is the wind and the humidity, that they were various and less favorable than those 
than yesterday... 

"At 23:26 we see to ignite itself in sky (Graphical n. 19) the first illuminant curtain of 
seven or eight flares on our right, a little to aft of the left and the distance of approximately 8000 
meters. And clearly that the attack of the torpedo bombers is imminent, and I make endured to turn 
of urgency the two battleships and escort of 40° on the left to a time so as to put the stern in 
direction of the light curtain... 

"That first series of flares still must not have been 
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Grafico n. 19 
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judged propitious from the enemy airplane, since no attack is not delineated and soon after that 
luminous globe row goes away and it goes slowly setting on the sea. Perhaps it was still too much 
far from us. 

"A little later, at 23:35, is ignited a new curtain astern to us, of only three flares, but the 
much nearest one of the previous one (judged a distance of approximately 4000 meters), of way 
that us seems is nearly over our head. It is not more a curtain understanding to create an luminous 
background, against which the airplane they see to detach the profiles of the ships to attack; draft 
rather than true and own attempt to illuminate all the zone from the high, so as to diminish and 
nearly to cancel the hiding effect of the smoke screen. If such it was indeed the objective of this 
technical new of the nocturnal lighting system from part of the airplane, had to recognize that it 
perfectly was reached. It seemed in fact that the smoke nearly did not exist and that the night was 
transformed in day from that powerful lighting system from which succeeded much difficult one to 
go away quickly. We hoped that at least it was worth to render also the attacking airplane more 
visible, and that our a.a. artilleries could fire on them with directed fire, that it was the very precise 
than that one of obstruction. 

"I while make to turn urgency ships of others 20° on the left, so as to exactly put the new 
luminous curtain of astern; but, soon after it ignites others more lively to only 2500 meters of 
distance astern to us. The situation makes more dangerous now much since the new curtain 
illuminates clearly all the formation while that previous one is still high on the sea and serves of 
luminous background to the torpedo bombers that are approaching. It is obvious that this is the 
decisive moment for the attack and in fact I feel more and more intense the hammering of the 
machine-gunner of the DD of the escort and see the luminous wakes of theirs projects tracing that 
they cast in direction of the bow to right. And clearly that the aimer has seen in that direction a 
precise target, and in fact endured after also our machine-gunner of bow arrive hundreds to those 
of the DD, concentrating of projectiles nearly all in one same point, one score of degrees to the 
right of our bow. 

"To the unexpected, little to forward of that direction, I see a large airplane to emerge 
between two whitish smoke clouds and to throw itself on us at high velocity, lowest on the sea. 
The shooting is made 
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more violent against that target that now seen at clearest, but it does not seem has some effect: the 
airplane is always approached more and we do not have the time not to maneuver, that we see the 
torpedo to come unhooked the airplane and falling in water being raised one small little far water 
column from us. The commander puts at once the bar all on the left in the hope avoiding that 
torpedo, but it has been launch from too much short distance (perhaps thousand meters) because 
the maneuver can succeed; it passes less than a minute that seems to last an eternity and then the 
characteristic roar of the explosion against the hull of the Littorio is felt, of the right bow at 
[23:40]. All the ship has a violent jolt and oscillates with a slow movement of rolling. The Vittorio 
Veneto that follows to us turns also on the left, but with little bar, than way that passes ahead of us 
at short distance; a similar maneuver, with the ships semi-darkened from the smoke, succeeded 
somewhat delicate and was forced to stop the engines some to them in order to avoid an 
investment. 

"While the Littorio, than at first was lists on the right, it was straightening thanks to the 
operations of endured balance begun, and from the center of floatation informing us that the inner 
flooding has been content, and so is no danger for the safety of the ship. We replace therefore in 
motion at a speed of 20 knots (the engines had not had any damage), for route 340°, remaining 
online of row astern to the Vittorio Veneto and continuing to feeding the smoke screen. A torpedo 
that hit the Littorio again would be extremely dangerous now, and fears that the aerial attacks at all 
are not ended; we see again in fact to ignite in sky a curtain of four flares on our left to 
approximately 2000 meters of distance. We turn at once to the right to a time for route 50° so as to 
putting the stern in direction of this last curtain, ready to reject the new attack that seems to us 
imminent; but in truth nothing happens, perhaps because our unexpected change of route has 
confused the attacker. 

"A little after midnight we resume the route towards the north (350°) and see one once 
again curtain of five Bengal to appear exactly in sky astern, but at a distance remarkably greater 
then the previous one. It is obvious that the enemy airplane are still trying in order to renew the 
attack, but they do not succeed to trace to us in that zone where by now it has been diffused from 
some hour 
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the mass of the smoke screen. Neither succeeded to us more; another curtain of five flares 
appeared on our left ten minutes later, and another anchor of only two flares on our right 
approximately half hour after midnight, but in none of these cases we felt to approach aerial 
enemies. Probably they had lost the contact, or more they had not been able to reach a favorable 
position for the launch of their torpedo. 

"Effectively, according to how much reports the British Admiral, the English aerial 
torpedo bombers, rose in flight from Malta, met remarkable difficulties in attacking us because of 
the smoke that wrapped us. They were five "Wellington" type aircraft, guided by a reconnaissance 
aircraft equipped with Radar and in charge of the launch of flares with parachute. The 
reconnaissance aircraft made an optimal service since succeeded to trace our naval force during 
the night without having neither the approximate idea of our position. The English Commander 
was in fact remained without news of the Italian ships from when, at 15:05, it was shot down the 
diurnal reconnaissance aircraft that he held to them under observation. The airplane that had been 
sent to replace it was attacked at once from a German aircraft, had to lose time before resuming the 
route assigned and it did not more succeed to find our ships before sunset. 

"For seven consecutive hours therefore the English did not know anything of our naval 
force; at 21:55 the nocturnal reconnaissance aircraft of Malta succeeded to find again with the 
Radar our ships and only lead the torpedo bombers to the attack. Also the lighting system with 
flares was carried out in way much effective from that airplane since, as we have seen, its 
luminous curtains were extended many close to the ships to attack. However our defense with 
smoke screen was much effective one and hindered the attacking aircraft remarkably; one of them 
succeeded to find a passage in the wall of smoke and only arrived to the launch. It reported to have 
hit the Littorio, with a torpedo to the right bow the 23:40, and the appreciation was totally exact. 

"After the last curtain of two Bengal one our right we did not have more disturbance from 
part of the enemy airplane, that they were in flight for many hours and they did not have more 
sufficient autonomy in order to continue the attacks. At 01:18, not feeling more rumble than motor 
around to we and having the suspended Legionario its sights to the "Dete", decided to make to 
stop the smoke screen and to reorder the formation. I had while informed Supermarina that the 
Littorio 
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had been torpedoed from an airplane, but that it could sail at 20 knots; I had added also that I was 
directing with all the naval force towards the north". 

Navigation continued at 20 knots without another incidents until the arrival at Taranto. 

At 00:20 the interception service had communicated that the aerial torpedo bombers were 
going away towards Malta; however Admiral Iachino, as was seem, continued - for right caution - 
to make to develop the fine smoke approximately at 01:10 of the 16". 

At 00:45 Supermarina confirmed the order to return to the base and at 02:00 a message of 
the CAT informed that at 20:30 the convoy found 110 miles for 340° from Ras Assaz with route 
120°. 

A little after 02:00 Supermarina informed that the DD Turbine and Euro and the TB 
Partenope, coming from Greek ports, would have arrived at dawn the F. N. in order to reinforce of 
the antisubmarine escort. At 03:10 Supermarina still informed of having disposed the escape from 
Taranto of others three TB (Antares, Sagittario, Aretusa) so that they met the F. N. towards 08:30, 
replacing in the escort the two DD that would then have directed for Brindisi, while the Partenope 
it would have gone to Argostoli (Cefalonia). 

Such the reinforcement of the escort was dictated from the worry to guarantee itself most 
possible from other attacks of submarines, especially for the Littorio that had already embedded a 
torpedo. 

To the first lights, the Littorio, that after the torpedoing it had taken place behind the 
Vittorio Veneto, resumptions its position in head to the formation; nearly at the same time the first 
patrol of national fighters appeared in the sky of the F. N.. 

At 05:06 the F. N. turned for 315°, directing for the point of beginning of the coastal 
routes of safety between the defensive mined fields, to south of Santa Maria di Leuca, beginning at 
once the zigzag in the logical precaution that in those waters could be Subs in ambush. In fact 
sights of periscopes were signaled from various ships, obligating the formation to execute turns of 
urgency to avoid the danger, "but - Admiral Iachino wrote - they are not at all sure that those sights 
were all exact ones”. 

At 07:35 Messina Navy informed that a German aircraft had sighted at 05:45 the eastern 
convoy 80 miles for 25° from Ras Haleima, with route 120° and speed 10 knots. This news gave a 
flood of tranquility to the F. N. to have reached in a total way 
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the goal for which it had taken the sea: to prevent that also a single steamboat reach Malta. 

The F. N. feed at 10:35 routes of safety stopping zigzagging, but always on who active 
because it would not have been the first time that enemy Subs had dared to penetrate end within 
the minefields. 

And effectively from the English relations it turns out that the Subs of the flotilla was 
during the night little transferred to south of Santa Maria di Leuca. They, also not having from 
many hours some information on the movements of our ships, made a good forecast of their routes 
of return the base and the Purpoise and the Thraser were found to day made in good position in 
order to attack. Towards 09:00 a German fighter warned the ships of the presence of a Sub with 
launch of smoke-producing small bombs in sea on the right side: the ships turned at once on the 
left, without however seeing any periscope; in all probability one be a matter of one of those two 
submarines. 

At 16:00 and 16:21 the "Littorio" Group and the "Garibaldi" Group journeyed respectively 
through the obstruction of Taranto. 

The Operation Mid June was finished. 


b) The participation of naval and aerial ambush (Graphical n. 20 and n. 21) 

We have left the British convoy in a moment in which, at 13:20 of the 15", Admiral Vian 
had decided to continue to direct towards Alexandria: we say at once that - as appears from the 
diagram - it did not make other attempt to return towards Malta. 

Summary and integrating already said with other news, at 13:20 of the 15" = the situation 
of the British formation was following. 

On the steamboats departing from Alexandria, of were remained in convoy 7: City of 
Calcutta had been sent to Tobruk because damaged from one bomb falling close the evening of the 
12". a few hours later the Elizabeth Bakke had been sent back to Alexandria because it could sail 
at 13 knots; at 12:20 of the 14" had been sunk from an aerial attack the Aagtekirk, while it was 
directing for Tobruk in order not to be even in a position to maintaining the speed of 13 knots. 

During the night between the 13 and the 14 the convoy and its escort had been sight from 
Italian-German Aviation, illuminated with flares 
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and facts sign to the launch of a few bombs without consequences. at dawn of the 14" it had made 
its appearance the English fighters. The formation had not endured other attacks until the first 
hours of the afternoon of the 14", when a strongly formation of aircrafts had been dispersed from 
the fighters before reaching the convoy. 

In the meantime the distance had become too much large for the "Hurricane" type fighters 
and their place had been taken by the "Beaufort", that they remained with the convoy until sunset. 

From 15:30 to 20:15 they had been seven distinguished attacks lead from 10 to 12 aircrafts 
each time. The more important had been executed between 17:30 and 18:00 from 20 "Ju.87" and 
"Ju.88", coming from against sun and formed into groups of three. It had been sunk the MS 
Bhutan and damaged the SS Potaro; this last one however had been able to continue in formation. 
The survivors of the Bhutan had been retrieved and transported to Tobruk from the rescue ships 
Antwerp and Malines. 

Towards 20:00 hours of the 14" a German Sm (U. 77) had launch of right bow to of the 
external screen of protection, missing in just barely with its torpedo the DD Pakenham. 

At 20:15 fighters of the escort they had marked 6 Ms (were German coming from Crete) 
towards the northwest, that ahead to right of the formation that was in route towards Malta. They 
had been rejected from the Euryalus, that was ahead to right. Also the fighters were themselves 
throw against the Ms, but they had been rejected from opposing aircrafts. 

Of the ships of the escort they had been under way to Tobruk for technical damages, the 
morning of the 14", the Cov Erica and Primula; this last one had been damaged from a bomb 
which had fallen nearby. The Newcastle had been torpedoed, without lesions to the drive system, 
from a Ms towards 02:50 of the 15" and at 04:20 the DD Hasty had been outside put combat from 
other Ms and then sunk from a DD of its squadron. 

Towards 11:00 (also of same day of the 15"), during an attack executed in dive from a 
score of aircrafts, it was damaged the CL Birmingham. 


In this situation the convoy was continuing at 13:20 towards Alexandria. 


At 14:25 a more imposing was pronounced new attack, completed gives approximately 40 
aircraft in dive escorted from "Messerschmitt": this 
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time was hit the DD Airdale, therefore seriously to advise of the sinking from part of other DD. 
Also the Centurion had some damage from a bomb exploded very close. 

When at 15:05 the aerial recognition signaled that the Italian F. N. was directing towards 
the north, abandoning the pursuit of the convoy from which a hundred of miles toed be distant 
then, the general situation seemed to English improved. As soon as Admiral Harwood received the 
signaling, he communicated to Admiral Vian it appeared now possible to reach Malta and asked if 
the smaller ships of the escort still had combustible and ammunitions in sufficient amount at least 
for going only this distance. 

This communication reached Admiral Vian just towards 16:20 while the most violent 
aerial attack of the day was being developed, rendering impossible the execution of the complex 
turnabout of one unit group of forty. For his part, before answering Admiral Harwood, it had to 
assess the residual autonomy of the smaller ships: the collection of the data demanded 
approximately an hour. 

After the attack of 16:20 of it they followed other end towards 18:00 hours. 

In the complex the aerial attacks of that afternoon of the 15 were execute from some thirty 
of "German Ju.87" and "Ju.88" and from 10 torpedo bombers "S.79" Italians. The level bombing 
was executed with remarkable precision from 5000 meters; it followed the dive bombing. Finally 
at 18:00 the "S.79" attacked from both sides. The two "Beaufighter", that they were then of escort 
to the convoy, intercepted towards 17:30 four "S.79", shooting down of one. 

They were damaged the Arethusa and, for the second time, the Centurion slightly. Instead 
it was reduced badly left the DD Nestor, than the morning after it had to be sunk. 

The impression of English on these attacks was that they represented an attempt of 
synchronization of the bombing with the attacks torpedo bombers, completed on immense scale 
than that one put into effect the morning from the "Liberator" and the "Beaufort" of Egypt against 
the Italian F. N.. 

At 17:42, while it was in course the last attack in dive, Admiral Vian answered to Admiral 
Harwood, informing him that the DD had an ammunition remaining inferior to 30% of the 
equipment and that it did not think was sufficient in order to face 
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the trip until Malta. Receipt this answer, Admiral Harwood telegraphed: "Return with all the ships 
to Alexandria". 

Admiral Vian reached to Alexandria with the surviving ships of the convoy and the escort 
the evening of the 16", practically at the same time in which the Italian F. N. returned to Taranto. 
But during the night between the 15" and the 16" Admiral Vian had lost the cruiser Hermione, 
sunk in 20 minutes after to have been torpedoed from the German Sub U.205 at 00:30 of the 16". 

During carrying out of operation "Vigorous" it had been a single important solution of 
continuity in the news supplied from the British reconnaissance aircraft on our movements. And 
just that from 15:05 to 21:55 of the 15", due to the discouragement of the reconnaissance aircraft 
that had launch signal of 15:05, and from the interception from part of German airplane of the 
aircraft sent to replace it. Cases, at 21:55 Admiral Harwood only knew from a reconnaissance 
aircraft of Malta that the Italian forces were always in removal: the reconnaissance aircraft was 
this that - like it has been seen - had guided to the attack the 5 "Wellington", which it had the 
torpedo hit on the bow of the Littorio. 


c) The impressions of the protagonists. 


Supermarina therefore expressed: 

"1*'- Also in the eastern theater of the Mediterranean the success one of our fleet must be 
considered complete. 

"An express examination of the distance that separates our main base of Taranto from that 
enemy of Alexandria renders how much difficult obvious can be in such field the surprise on an 
adversary which the recognition does not make defect, and as therefore the success in one strategic 
field is not for anything inferior to success in tactical field even if obviously a little striking than 
this last one. 


"2" - Our main naval force has not been able to make contact with the enemy to which it 
gave hunting. 

"These, of the rest, just as soon as informed of the escape into sea of our Fleet on the 14a" 
it has assumed an attitude of explicable expectation with the violent aerial attacks to which 
subjected our ships in the presumable hope of hunger to fail the operations plan. And only, when 
informed of the perseverance with the 
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which our forces proceeded against of him, decided the 15" to a radical withdraw towards 
Alexandria. 
"It could have been reached in the single night on the 16", when by now the combat was 
not possible. The morning of the 16" the enemy was found already in waters of its bases. 


"3" - To its withdraw they must also have contributed to the bad news coming from the 
western theater and the disablements and the damages endured from part of the Aviation in those 
days in which the presence of our Naval Force it had it withheld in waters to the south of Crete. 

"It is not from forgetting that in a maritime war which it puts into effect it them, in which 
the often naval and aerial actions they do not have between they a defined border, naval strategic 
success can concur an effective tactical development of the aerial actions. In the days from the 12" 
to 16 June this case has been taken place totally. 


"4" - It goes however held in evidence that the enemy had undoubtedly prepared for a long 
time this bilateral Mediterranean operation where had explained an imposing amount of forces, 
and that he had headed at a various employment of our naval forces. It could not, therefore, not to 
have considered one sure percentage of losses in consequence of the attacks of aviation. 

"However in making these presumptions, it must have unavoidably held account of the 
geographic factor that allowed to him, once exceeded the bottleneck of the Crete sea and the 
Channel of Tunisia, to reach with relative facility the island of Malta, because by now to outside of 
the strategic possibilities of the Aviation engaged moreover in several fields. 

"The victorious battle of Pantelleria to the West and the timely escape of our Fleet to east 
have made therefore to fail its operations plan radically. 


"5" _ The British High Command proposed a re-supply in great style of the island of 
Malta. And this operation did not have as only aim that one of feeding the weakened resources of 
the island, but putting it - at least for a sure time - in conditions for constituting as in last a true and 
most serious threat for the supply of our expeditionary corps in N.A. it engaged in a hard offensive 
maneuver. 

"To the cycle of operations that are carried out in N.A., it goes indirectly therefore 
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connected the result of this great and victorious Mediterranean battle in which Navy has engaged 
with all its forces”. 


Admiral lachino therefore commented: 

"The attempt of the English convoy of Alexandria to reach Malta and carry the necessary 
urgent supplies for the maintenance and the defense of the island is failed essentially for the 
presence in sea, at the time and in opportune position, of our naval force sent from Taranto. 
Neither the danger of the submarines nor the attacks of the airplane would have induced the 
English admiral to turn back with the convoy, as it has made when it has known that our naval 
force was ready to face him. 

"The strategic success of our operation is therefore without a doubt, even if has cost a 
large sunk cruiser and put outside combat a battleship for a pair of months. 

"In the field of the Aero-Naval collaboration ours has not been noticed from part a serious 
progress. The recognition has been most insufficient of results and very late one in the 
information; the defense of the fighters often absent, always inefficient. 

"Of forefront to this state of fact, it is instead the continuous improvement and the 
increased rendering of the enemy aeronautics. The diurnal and nocturnal aerial recognition (this 
last by now perfect under all the points of view) has sighted and maintained to the contact with our 
naval force uninterruptedly since we are departed from Saint Maria di Leuca into the open sea. 

"The torpedo bombers of great autonomy are by now in conditions for arriving by day and 
by night in whichever point of the Central Mediterranean, until approximately 400 miles from the 
bases. Their number, their protection and their speed render them very dangerous in the diurnal 
attack, much more if their possibility will be confirmed to carry two torpedo, rather than only one, 
and to carry out the angled launch. 

"The perfect coordination between the apparatuses of nocturnal search, the flares and the 
torpedo bombers renders the very arduous work of the defense in the dark of the night, especially 
until when ours is not possible from part a true and own active defense. 

"Also the level bombers, that up to now were considered little dangerous because they 
carried out a launch of bombs rather imprecise, they are a lot improves, and have demonstrated to 
possess 
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apparatuses of aiming bomb launcher a lot perfected. Their speed and their great autonomy of it 
allow the employment to great distance from the bases and the coordination of their attack with 
that one of the torpedo bombers has already given in practical fruits that, with the time, could also 
be showier. 

"It is necessary to keep in mind how much above in all the important cases naval 
operations from part ours, and to consider that, if, will not be improved the participation and the 
rendering of our Aeronautics in the Mediterranean, will succeed very dangerous to operate in the 
central zone of this sea until that Malta will be able liberations to serve of line of departure for 
diurnal and nocturnal aerial attacks. 

"In any case, as well as in order to improve the defense from the diurnal attacks, how 
much for the smoke screen formation dense and efficient to use of night, is necessary to preview 
that in happening the number of the units will have considerably to be increased to assign as escort 
to important naval formations. 

"The training of the units, resumed in these last times being useful for every favorable 
circumstance, have turned out in this satisfactory mission, reconfirming therefore the necessity to 
continue it more intensely possible, overcoming every difficulty, not excluded the lack of the 
naphtha. 

"The commanders have always shiningly maneuvered during the diurnal and nocturnal 
attacks; it must to their ability above all if the received damages have been therefore limited. 

"The passing of the Trento, that for two years had taken to part to all the battles in the 
Mediterranean, without being never slightly damaged from the enemy, has deeply gives pain to us. 
Its fate has been marked from the fatal circumstance of the attack of a submarine, happened while 
the ship was still immovable for the effects of first the torpedo. The magnificent demonstration of 
order, discipline and serene courage goes to our comfort that once again all, from Commander 
Esposito to the last sailor of the Trento, have given in the four long hours in which the fire and 
with they have well fought with adversity in order to try to save the ship ". 

And dealing in particular of the airplane-naval cooperation Admiral Iachino therefore 
expresses his opinion. 

"The aerial escort have been complete in the sky of our formation only in the afternoon of 
the 14" and during the day of the 16", that is when we found very close to the national air force 
bases. 


Page. 375 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
Above all the morning of the 16", when it was dealt protect the Littorio that returned to Taranto 
with a large hole in the hull, the aerial escort appeared truly adapted to the goal, being complete in 
its various specialties of antisubmarine escort, anti-torpedo bomber escort, high fighters and low 
fighters. 

"If we had had equally complete escorts of the 15", we would not have risked to being hit 
from the English torpedo bombers and would perhaps have avoided of being hit from the 
American "Liberator". 

"Undisturbed has been also the activity of the English reconnaissance aircraft that have 
followed for all the day the naval formation continuously signaling the position and movements. 

"The impression has been had that the "Ju.88" aircraft does not have sufficient speed in 
order to engage the enemy airplane effectively, both the reconnaissance aircraft and the torpedo 
bombers, which all appear very fast. Given the meager distance from Crete, one thinks that in the 
escort service type "Me.110" would have been more heavy convenient to employ the fighters... 

"Given the new modalities that have found this time in the nocturnal attacks of the torpedo 
bombers, the shape of passive defense, previewed cannot be more thought sufficient from the 
norms of the Fleet, and consisting in the protect the formation with a smoke screen to stretch 
between the ships and the flares. It by now must make the accounts with the powerful illuminant 
effect of the flares rather than on the function of luminous background that came they up to now 
attributed. And necessary therefore to completely hide the greater ships from the view of the 
attacker, wrapping them completely in smoke. In order to obtain this result smoke dischargers 
means much more efficient are necessary than what we currently possess, and in this order of ideas 
remarkable progresses they will be made with the employment of hydrochloride, both alone and in 
combination with other ingredients (celogeni "Monasta"). But it is sure that, in order to remarkably 
increase the mass of the thickness of the smoke, it is necessary also to increase the number of the 
ships that make smoke, arranging them so as to reinforce the more useful fields according to the 
direction of the relative wind... 

"The problem of the defense against the torpedo bombers in the nocturnal attacks, cannot 
be considered exhausted defense with the passive of the smoke, for how much good it is. It must 
think next to the active defense with the arm in order to prevent to the airplane to fly over 
undisturbed the formation and to lead the attack without any risk from their part. 
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20 - Flotilla of Mas at the mooring 
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It cannot be resorted to a system of circular machine-gunner obstruction, both for the enormous 
ammunition consumption that it would impose, and for the harmful effect detection of the 
luminous cordite of the projectiles. It will have therefore to limit itself to an aimed obstruction, in 
the direction of the origin of the attack, defined from the ocular sight when this is possible, but 
more generally from the surveys of the radar. 

"This instrument in fact has revealed much profit also during the nocturnal aerial attacks 
because it has timely pressed charges every to approach itself of enemy airplane and has defined 
with great precision the imminence of the attack and the direction of its origin. Being but only a 
single copy (on the Legionario) it has currently not been possible to take advantage in depth the 
characteristics in this particular form of employment, both for the masking provoked from the 
multiple echoes had to the surrounding units, and for the irreducible delay in the communications, 
employee from the necessity of continuous r.t transmissions... 

"The form of active defense that would be necessary to put in work to very soon is that 
one of the nocturnal fighters, that it seems is already in running service in the English Navy and 
the Germans. For as far as before seen it can seem paradoxical, the practical possibilities of the 
fighter aircrafts are greater by night than by day, because by night they can, without some 
uncertainty, to direct to the attack of the flares, let alone pulling down flares of the luminous 
curtain rendering therefore the much more difficult task of the torpedo bombers. Reduced to these 
modest proportions, the task of the nocturnal fighters it appears simple and easy, and it does not 
seem that in order to acquit it is necessary a long period of training... 

"As far as the recognition, it has been carried out in maximum part from the X CAT; some 
sights have been operated from the strategic reconnaissance of Libya, while the maritime 
reconnaissance has not entered in action. 

"The morning of the 15", when it would have been most useful to have to the news very 
soon on the convoy of Alexandria, a single message useful, at 07:46, with the position of the 
enemy at 06:30 and route has been received to the northwest. It had then to be awaited until the 
12:34 for having an other telegram (compiled at 10,45) that it gave to the new position of the 
convoy already directed to the east. 

"These information were evidently insufficient to debit 
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an idea of what it made the enemy, and in any case has arrived with great delay regarding the 
sights which they referred. Our naval force has been found therefore to having to maneuver nearly 
of totally in the dark of the movements of the enemy, and could have been sure that the convoy of 
Alexandria was by now decidedly on the way of the return only after noon, thanks above all to 
results of the recognitions made from the aircraft embarked... 

"As far as the employment of the aircraft embarked this time we have not been fortunate. 

"The aircraft of the Garibaldi fell at once after the catapulting, probably for maneuver 
error... 

"The airplane of the Gorizia did not return and is from considering itself lost with all the 
crew. After an half hour and of aerial such flight it has signaled "sight of ships at 09:08" and, given 
the position that such aircraft could have reached having covered approximately 150 miles towards 
the east, it can be supposed that it has effectively taken contact with the enemy convoy; otherwise 
to such signaling other has made to follow some and it thinks therefore that it had been shot down 
while it compiled the discovery telegram. 

"The two aircraft of the Vittorio Veneto and that one of the Aosta have executed the tidy 
explorations without to carry out sights and returned to Benghazi... 

"The airplane of the Littorio were damaged as a result of the vibrations of the ship, due to 
the bomb that has hit it and to those falling nearby, and could not have been employ. 

"The discouragement of the aircraft of the Gorizia demonstrates that the" Ro.43 "cannot 
be employed with a minimum of safety when the enemy F.N. is escorted from fighter aircrafts. 
Such ascertainment imposes that it comes studied without going into the problem of a boarding 
new float planes with better characteristics than speed and of armament. 

"Concluding, it is from once again complaining the low rendering of our service of 
maritime reconnaissance and the great delay with which their signal of sight arrive from German 
aircraft" (1). 


(1) Reminder that also the English admirals themselves sometimes complain of gaps and 


disadvantages in their recognition at sea. On 15 July, as it was seen, Admiral Vian himself has 
been seven hours (from 15:00 to 22:00) without news of the Italian F. N.. 
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As far as the effectiveness of the antiaircraft shooting from aboard of the ships, it 
observed: 

"The shooting against torpedo bombers demands an intense and realistic training, what 
that currently is not possible to carry out for lack of means. 

"They are necessary aerial for towing of the sleeve-target much faster then the "Cant Z". 

"The head-arm, accustomed to correct the shooting on targets that make to the maximum 
50 meters per second, they are found confuses to correct the shooting when they have had to fire 
against airplane that defiladed to at least double speed. 

“Are necessary sleeves equipped of device aerial that holds it to them to remarkably 
inferior height to that one of the towing airplane and that can tow the sleeves weighted down with 
2000 meters of cable so as to be able to execute the a.a. shooting with the guns also at the long 
distances, with routes of the airplane however tilted regarding the plan of shooting. 

"Therefore it will only be possible to train the units to the express passage from the 
shooting in fighters to the shooting of obstruction, necessary for the short distances, and to 
eliminate the crises that are complained in such passage during the last operations”. 

Admiral de Courten, Commander of the Group constituted from the 5" and 34 Division, 
made important observations. 

"The independent maneuver [during the aerial attacks] of the single ships has been 
demonstrated once again most effective, and must be carried out with full freedom of action. A 
sure freedom of maneuver not more implies the adoption of the row line than two ships; if the 
ships are more than two, appear convenient that the formation separate ships sailing at distance 
adapted between they (3000-4000 meters) even if this obligation, for lack of single ship of escort 
to giving two DD of escort to every ship. 

"The fire reaction of the greater ships must be developed immediately and to be articulate 
in such way from being able to adorn to the offenses that are outlined at the same time from 
several directions; in case it obtains the result to make to uncouple at a distance advanced to the 
1000-1500 meters, will turn out some enormously facilitated the defensive maneuver of the ship. 
Of other part the experience has confirmed that the obstruction of the guns from 152 mm. is one of 
the more effective means in order to induce attacking to the uncoupling at a distance. 
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"On contact therefore the necessity that on the cruisers armed with main bore from 152 
mm, beyond to the groupings constituted from the batteries of 100 mm and machine-gunner 
groups to the right and on the left, the turrets from 152 is subdivided in forward group and aft 
group. 

"This imposes the necessity of being able independently to lead one of the two groups of 
turrets from the director: the problem is under study...". 

Admiral Parona, Commander of the cs Division, wrote in these terms. 

"The successful attack at dawn is particularly dangerous for the speed of the apparatuses, 
their perfect training, the early hour, consequent the poor visibility of the greater part of the 
horizon and the contemporary threat on two sides of the formation. 

"Moreover the formation did not have aerial escort and our naval escort was much too 
meager (two DD per side of the line of row of four cruisers). In consequence of the airplane 
attacking on the right has been able arrive at short distance from the Trento and to uncouple the 
torpedo to approximately 200 meters, rendered impossible every defensive maneuver of the ship. 


"It has been observed in particular: 

a) The fire reaction of the DD of escort is lacked or it has not been ready and sufficiently 
intense; often the DD has not fired for fear having to fire in the directions close to those of other 
ships of the formation. 


b) The fire a.a. of the cruisers, for the contemporaneity of attacks coming from several 
directions at a low altitude (15-10 meters on the sea level), has demonstrated little elastic and 
insufficiently express. The fire control and the aimer as well as of pieces from 100 how much of 
the machine-guns from 37 has succeeded very difficult, and the strong angular velocity of 
movement of the targets has made so that the fire has turned out nearly always withdrawn in the 
inverse sense to the motion of the target... The Gorizia has shot down two torpedo bombers: the 
first one hit from one salvo of 100 mm, the second to from one burst of the complex from 37 mm 
of the right stern. But the apparatus that, after to have launch on the Trento) has defiladed along 
the side of the Gorizia at short distance (300 meters approximately) on the right could not have 
been shot down for how much, given the pull-up, 
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it introduced a remarkable target, because the complexes from 37, also having the framed, have 
always fired over or under the target. 


c) It has been observed that at least one of the torpedo bomber had two torpedo; I have 
personally observed that one of the aircraft of the second big wave, that it has attacked on right of 
the Gorizia, after to have launch the torpedo has pulled up approaching on the left for the 
disengagement maneuver, having had another torpedo arranged under the belly". 


Admiral Fioravanzo, Commander of the 9" Division reported as follows: 

"The mission of war, carried out between the 14" and the 16" current, has demonstrated 
the serious risks which the ships are exposed when it cannot be counted on the indirect protection 
of the Aeronautics, obtained maintaining Malta under intense and repeated attacks. 

"This shape of indirect protection must be thought much more effective of the directed 
aerial escort, which, beyond to being generally insufficient for number and type of the apparatuses 
employs, can difficultly disperse attacking to you in the phase of approach for the launch. 

"Particularly in this last mission the aerial escort has been absolutely inoperative. 

"It must however be considered that this operation has been carried out in a phase of the 
conflict in which the air forces located in the Mediterranean were for the maximum part employed 
elsewhere. That has forced Navy to also operate with the main nucleus of the Naval Forces 
knowing of insufficient being able to count on the direct cooperation of the air forces. 

"During the attacks endured in the first night of navigation, the smoke, for a happy 
concomitance of direction of the wind and the physical conditions of the atmosphere, has been 
maintained adherent well to the surface of the sea, and the protection from it constituted has 
avoided to the ships of having to execute wide defensive maneuvers. The second night instead the 
smoke stretched to go up, leaving discoveries the hulls; to this serious disadvantage the success 
obtained from the adversary against the Littorio must in great part sure be attributed. 

"In order to prevent repeating itself, in analogous circumstances, of this serious 
disadvantage, it appears opportune to equip the ships of smoke dischargers 
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in bottle, to instantaneous operation, able to emit having smoke the same characteristics of density, 
consistency and adhesion to the surface, of the hydrochloride. 

"The usefulness of the radar arranged on the Legionario) that it has already revealed all its 
importance in this operation, seems can have still greater relief in the lunar nights, when, ability of 
the airplane to attack against moon without to make use of flares, it would not be possible to have 
some indication of their presence and therefore to begin smoke screens, without to decide of such 
precious instrument. 

"During the diurnal attacks the maneuverability of the ships, their a.a. reaction and the 
possibility to see from which direction the attack comes give a good probability to avoid the 
torpedo in the case that the torpedo bombers are in meager number, like has happened the morning 
of the 15 June. In case but this number was elevated, very difficultly the ships could cover the 
attack. 

"For such eventuality, more not being able to count on the defense of the ships for means 
of the maneuver and a.a. reaction, it would be necessary to resort to their masking put into effect 
with smoke discharging screen of the escorting destroyers. Putting these not more than 1000 
meters from the ships, if attacking wanted to execute the launch after to have crossed the screen, 
they would be found in the impossibility to uncouple at a useful distance, given their highest speed 
of approach to the ships. In case instead the aircrafts they uncoupled the torpedo externally to the 
smoke discharging screen, the escort ships would tell the ships of the event of the launch with the 
conventional signal established, and the ships could maneuver opportunely. 

"During the attacks diurnal torpedo bombers, the a.a. shooting has been in a generalized 
manner timely open, sufficiently nourished and centered in direction. It has been noticed however 
that the duration of the attack put in relationship with the quickness of shooting of the 152 mm., 
has concurred with this bore to fore only a few salvos. Also it has been noticed that the explosions 
of project from 90 mm. happened generally on situated excessive elevated. 

"It has been seen to explode, also personally and from writing, some projectiles of 
machineguns on the front part of the fuselage of attacking aircrafts, without to provoke immediate 
damages with visible consequence. This was probably to have had to the fact that the projectiles 
must have hit the apparatuses in some armored part. 
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"It would seem therefore opportune to take in consideration, for projectiles of a.a. 
machineguns, the study of fuses that to the extra sensibility have an operation delay. It would not 
be indispensable that all the munitions therefore was constructed, but would be enough that in 
every loader they were alternated projectiles to extra sensitive fuse with those to normal fuse”. 


The strategic success, very important objective, obtained by Italy with the Mid June 
Operation was emphasized from Mussolini in person, who wanted to go to the aerial units and on 
the ships participants to the operation in order to distribute the rewards to the value. 

Therefore he expressed aboard of the Littorio in front of the representations of the united 
crews: 

"If we today, with our land forces, are already beyond Sidi el Barrani, no one forgets that 
this would not have been possible without the daily heroism, without tenacious the courageous 
abnegation of Navy and the sailors of Italy. 

"Through these two years of war and hard tests the Italian Navy has created a patrimony of 
unrivaled value. This patrimony has a sublime name: the glory. This is a good that is reflected on 
everyone and on you all". 

And on the Eugene di Savoia, under the impression of the moment, which really super 
estimated the damages inflicted from the ships to the enemy, he said: 

"That that you have seen will remain incalculable in your memory. You have sunk the 
enemy ships, you have seen to them in flames like immense funeral pyre on the waters of the sea. 
You have given one page of glory to the history of the Italian Navy. You can say: I participated to 
the victorious battle of Pantelleria. 

"This battle means a turning point in the history of the war. Now I will deliver the medals 
to how many of you particularly have been distinguished. I deliver to them personally, but 
spiritually, with motion of infinite reward, I delivery the Italian people ". 


As far as the English impressions two comments made from two important personality, 


that are brought back they had not participated to the operations at sea. 
The first comment was made from Robert Fraser the British broadcasting. 
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"The story of the sea and air action that we have had to face in order to catch up Malta in 
convoy demonstrates how much tremendous risk must bear up in order to maintain to our 
Mediterranean positions and Africans. No convoy can stretch to Malta without being exposed to 
incessant attacks of enemy bombers from the nearby land bases. In the last phase of navigation 
every convoy must pass under a rain of bombs in the strait of the Channel of Sicily. Sure we must 
face the risk, and such decision does not leave us without losses, and losses in fact you have been 
also in this convoy". 

The second to comment was made from the Vice Prime Minister Attlee in the House of 
Common on 22 June and broadcast the day after. 

"Attlee has reported on the actions of the convoys in the Mediterranean, in which the 
British fleet it has lost 1 light cruiser, 4 DD and two supply ships, while the RAF and the F.A.A [ 
Fleet Air Arm | have lost thirty aircraft. The up to now assessed losses of the enemy are: 1 heavy 
cruiser, 2 DD and 1 sunk Sub, beyond to one BB hit and 65 aircraft shot down. 

"It has said that the coming from convoy from the west, commanded by Admiral Curteis, 
endured serious losses but he succeeded to reach Malta. The convoy coming from east, under the 
command of Admiral Vian, delivered first supplies to Tobruk and then it continued for. Malta. The 
English maritime reconnaissance sighted a Italian formation composed of from 2 BB, 2 at least Cr 
and 8 DD. The British commander decided then to avoid the combat and sent a formations of 
airplanes from Malta and Tobruk against the Italian Fleet. It was in this action that the Italian 
cruiser was sunk and the battleship hit. 

"The loss of time, caused from the maneuver in order to avoid the contact with the Fleet, 
forced the convoy to return to Alexandria for lack of fuel". 

It is obvious in this comment made from a member of the Government the worry to 
safeguard of front of public opinion of his Country in the prestige of the Navy. 


d) Losses and damages. 
In the course of the operation the English lost: 


-1 CL: Hermione 
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-3 DD: Hasty, Airdale, Nestor 
-2 MM: Bhutan, Aagtekirk; 
and they had damaged: 
-3 CL: Newcastle, Birmingham, Arethusa 
-1 Cov: Primula 
-2 MM: City of Calcutta, Potaro 
-1 ex BB: Centurion. 


The losses inflicted, according to the esteem of the Air forces and the Germanic Naval 
Command in the Mediterranean, were instead: 


- from part of Italian Aviation: 
sunk: 1 CL 
damaged: 4 CL, 3 CL prob.; 2 DD, 1 DD prob.; 5 MM; 


- from part of German Aviation: 
sunk: 1 CL; 2 DD, 2 DD prob.; 2 MM, 7 MM prob.; 2 smaller ships 
damaged: 2 CL; 4 MM; 


- from part of German Navy: 
sunk: 1 CL 
damaged: 1 CL. 


As far as the losses of the Air forces sure statistical elements are not had. 
According to General Santoro (L Aeronautica italiana nella seconda guerra mondiale) 


would have lost, between the "Harpoon" and the "Vigorous", 42 aircrafts (28 Italians and 14 
Germans) beyond having had a imprecise number of airplane damaged; The English, according to 
the declarations of Attlee, would have lost 30 aircraft, of which 7 Fighters of CV and 23 of the 
R.A.F. of Malta and Egypt. 


The Italian Navy lost the Trento and had damaged the Littorio. 
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40" - Bulletins of war 
ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 748 OF 16-6-1942 

The great sea and air battle that has been concluded yesterday in the Mediterranean, the 
Navy has powerful participated with its forces. Since from their exit into the sea the two large 
enemy convoys, coming from the west and from the east, have been signaled and attacked by our 
submarines, that they have hit with torpedo some ships of the Fleet departing from Gibraltar. 

At dawn of the 15°, to the south of Pantelleria the 7” naval Division, formed from 2 light 
cruisers and 5 DD, has violently attacked the convoy directed to Malta from Gibraltar. This, also 
being escorted from superior forces, composed from at least 2 cruisers and 12 DD, has withdrawn 
dispersing and covering themselves with smoke. In the combat, than it is followed some at a close 
distance, an enemy cruiser exploded, sinking under the intercrossed fire of Eugenio and of the 
Montecuccoli, two DD has been seriously hit, a cruiser and a DD torpedoed by our DD. 

Our ships, hit with continuous unfruitful aerial attacks, have continued for all the day the 
action against the enemy ships, sinking to by gunfire another DD. 

Aviation of the Axis is taken part in the fight shooting at and decimating the convoy; four 
steamboats were set afire and, an oil tanker was set afire. 

An other great enemy convoy coming from Alexandria has been attacked from bombers 
and coming from torpedo bombers from our bases of the North Africa and the Aegean. A DD has 
been sunk, six ships hit. In aerial duels two "Spitfire" were destroyed. One our aircraft has not 
returned. 

In the naval combats carried out to east and west of Malta we have lost a heavy cruiser, hit 
by a torpedo of an airplane and subsequently another from a submarine, while a DD, seriously 
damaged, has been able to reach a national port. Great part of the crews has been saved. 


GERMAN OFFICIAL NOTICE OF 16-6-1942 
In the Mediterranean formations of the Luftwaffe and ships of the Germanic war Navy, in 
collaboration with Air and naval forces of Italians, have arranged the most serious blows to the 
British fleet and enemy the assigned merchant marine to the supply. Beyond to announced great 
success brought back from the Italian air forces against a convoy coming from the Atlantic, 
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the British convoy coming from Alexandria has been crushed, and strongly escorted from 
warships. 

Between the 13 and the 15 June have been sink from sea and air forces between four 
cruisers and DD, two total patrol ships and six steamboats for 56 thousand tons. Moreover a DD 
and eight cargo vessels have been torpedoed and set afire and therefore seriously damaged that 
they can be considered lost. Another six warships and six steamboats have been also hit from 
bombs and torpedoes. 

Of the enemy fighters of escort to the convoy, 33 have been shot down in aerial combats. 
Ten German aircraft have been lost. The rest of the convoy has been forced to strike in withdrawn. 

To the success it has contributed the Germanic submarine commanded by the Lieutenant 
Reschke, that it has sunk a British cruiser. 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 749 OF 17-6-1942 

In the feature of sea of the Channel of Sicily, where the victorious sea and air battle was 
carried out, that it will take the name of Pantelleria, has been collections some hundreds of English 
officers and sailors, pertaining to ships of the Navy from set afire or warships and cargo vessel 
sunk. Among them a hundred or more of them are more seriously hurt. 

The enemy convoy coming from Alexandria and composed of 50 ships, already attacked 
from Italian and German Aviation while it directed on Malta, assessed the presence of one our 
mighty battle fleet that moved the encounter in Cretan waters, inverted the route renounced the 
attempt to reach their destination. 

While it withdrew quickly on the departure port, it was newly attacked from Aviation, 
than inflicted other serious blows. 

The total losses endured from such convoy can therefore be reassumed: 

- to work of German Aviation: four cruisers and Ct and numerous cargo vessels sunk, 
many other hit and damaged ships; moreover a cruiser sunk from a submarine; 

- to work of our airmen: one sunk DD, five cruisers and four steamboats seriously 
damaged. 


GERMAN OFFICIAL NOTICE OF 18-6-1942 
The dispersion of the British convoy in the eastern Mediterranean has contributed one 
flotilla of Germanic torpedo boats under the orders of 1° Lieutenant Kemnade. The flotilla has 
torpedoed two British cruisers, 
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one of which was hit by two torpedo and probably sunk. 


OFFICIAL NOTICE F THE STEFANI AGENCY OF 19-6-1942 

The sea and air battle, that for three days has infuriated in waters of the Mediterranean, is 
destined to remain in the history as that one that has inflicted to the alleged British dominion in 
this sea the hardest blow... 

The convoy, left on 12 June from Gibraltar, was formed of more than 50 ships, among 
which a battleship, two aircraft carriers, cruisers, DD and numerous steamboats. Sighted since the 
beginning of the movement from our aerial and naval recognition, it came predisposed the 
coordinate action in mass of our Aviation and Navy. 

On the 14" the battle was begun. While our submarines hit with a torpedo on two enemy 
ships, in the feature of sea between Sardinia and Tunisia, massive formations of torpedo bombers 
and bombers and dive bombers, left from our bases, carried their offense on the convoy and, 
heroically defying the most violent antiaircraft reaction and of the fighter escort, they inflicted the 
first serious losses to the enemy preparing some therefore the unraveling. 

To the first lights of the dawn of the 15", to south of Pantelleria, the vis Division, 
composed of two light cruisers and five DD, faced the enemy formation that in vain tried to avoid 
the action. The very harsh combat that followed, while in the sky of the battle returned to dominate 
our aviation, had clearly favorable outcome for us. 

In the course of the two days, to English they were sunk: three cruisers, two DD, nine 
steamboats. They came sure damaged: a battleship, one aircraft carriers, three cruisers four DD 
and some steamboats. 

From part ours, only a DD, after to have heroically fought was seriously damaged, 
succeeding however to reach a national port. 

Our implacable offensive was renewed on the units that tried to earn Gibraltar, and in this 
last phase a stopped DD was hit by bombs of our airplane. 

This bankrupt budget of the convoy of the West does not become little liabilities for the 
fact that a pair of steamboats or some military ship of the escort can shelters at Malta, escaping in 
more or less good conditions the further attacks of our aerial and naval means. 

At the same time the battle in the eastern Mediterranean was carried out, with 
participation, to the side of our ally, of shares of air forces 
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and Germans submarines. The large convoy, of beyond fifty ships, left from Alexandria, and were 
soon found, endured the initial attack of German Aviation and our squadrons of aircrafts coming 
from the bases of the North Africa and the Aegean, causing serious losses in warships and cargo 
vessels. 

Never the less, the convoy tried to continue its route for Malta. Then, assessed the 
presence in Cretan waters one of our mighty battle Fleets decided to intercept it, renouncing to 
every further sailing and inverted the route in order to return, with swiftness allowed from the 
many damages, to the departure ports. But also from this phase the enemy did not exit seriously 
undamaged, because German Aviation and that Italian chased it, damaging other ships. 

The assessed losses of this more numerous convoy can therefore be reassumed: sunk six 
between cruisers and DD, six steamboats for 56 thousand tons, two patrol ships. Hit and damaged: 
twelve warships and eighteen cargo vessels. 


BRITISH RADIO COMMENT BROADCAST 

The sea and air action recently carried out in the Mediterranean off the coast of 
Pantelleria. 

We dispassionately consider that the events in effects during the battle carried out in the 
Central Mediterranean. We want to also admit that the Italian fleet has brought back a sure 
success, but this not off of Pantelleria. 

The British fleet had been about the normal task of protecting the transit of two convoys 
directed to Malta, one coming from Alexandria and other from Gibraltar. The convoy coming from 
the east was forced to turn about and to strongly make return because of the presence of a Italian 
naval Fleet. The Italian ships, however, did not succeed to make contact with the convoy. For 
against an Italian cruiser from 10 thousand tons sunk and one " Littorio " class battleship was hit 
by a torpedo. Nevertheless the fact that the convoy was not successful to reach Malta can be 
considered a success of the Italian fleet. 

Of other part, the other British convoy coming from the West - it succeeded to reach 
Malta. The Italian, naval force composed of a light cruiser and three naval destroyer that it tried to 
intercept the convoy, completely failed its mission in spite of the arrogant assertions of the fascist 
propaganda. The Italian, naval force composed from a cruiser did not succeed to sink not even one 
of the ships of the convoy and the escort 
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Of the numerous gun shots fired, from the Italian warships, one did not hit any of the 
convoyed ships. 

The only success brought back from the Italians was to seriously damage one of the 
convoys ship, a naval destroyer that had to be taken under tow... was only later, when the naval 
battle was finished and that the Italian warships had been withdrawn, than an aerial Italian torpedo 
bomber succeeded to hit and to sink the easy target, that it was sailing slowly... 
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CHAPTER VII 


OPERATION OF "MID-AUGUST" 
(10-15 August 1942) 


41" - The events that determined 

The near total failure to it, taken place to the middle of June, of the two co-ordinate 
operations in order to re-supply Malta had left the island in a much precarious situation, especially 
for how much it concerned the provisions and ammunitions. 

The volume 2 of Roskill’s already cited work he writes in purpose P.301: 

"The failed attempt to re-supply Malta in the month of June from both sides of the 
Mediterranean was followed from numerous fighter aircrafts sent to the island. They were highly 
successful, and set the final on the substantial defeat suffered by the Luftwaffe and Regia 
Aeronautica over Malta in the middle of May. Meanwhile emergency measures to run in essential 
supplies such as aviation spirit, antiaircraft ammunitions and torpedoes by of submarines and some 
ship of exceptionally fast surface ships were continued (1). These sufficed to keep the defenses in 
action, but did little to ease the ever-tightening siege conditions in which had to be imposed on the 
Maltese people (military and civil)... 

"The attack to the enemy traffic continued, although the attention of the fleet particularly 
was concentrated on the problem of the convoys for Malta, but was from expecting that since 
Malta was under 


(1) The submarines employed for this purpose was Parthian, Regent, Rorqual, Purpoise 


and Cachalot, the ship was the Welshman (to which the Roskill points out later on and of which 
we will say more soon). 
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heavy aerial attacks and after that the X Sub flotilla had to abandon it, its successes would be 
diminished. On the other hand, with the return to Malta of means strike aircrafts, the sinking they 
provoked increased decidedly in July. The results of our offensive activity against the ship of the 
Axis in this phase are brought back in annexed table (1). 

"As far as Malta, this period closes with the arrival at Malta of two shipments of fighters, 
one of 31 and the other of 28 "Spitfire", launch in flight from the Eagle. The Welshman reached 
the island on 16 July with a sure number of specialists for the defense and with a cargo of 
provisions and eatable oils. The Sub Unbroken succeeded also, to indicate that there would be a 
return of the famous X Flotilla and to admonish the adversary who, although it thought to have 
neutralized the island, was remarkably recovered... 

"... a new attempt to make to reach Malta a convoy had is made in August and the British 
Cabinet established that this operation must have the precedence on any other requirement in all 
the seas in which the Royal Navy had operative responsibility, from the Arctic to the Far East. 

"The losses suffered in June in order to obtain results much modest for it had not 
weakened the determination of the British Government not to lose Malta. Mr. Churchill said to the 
Admiralty that "the destiny of the island was legacy to the reputation of England" and that it had to 
be able to say the Government that "Navy would not have ever abandoned Malta". The First Lord 
of the Admiralty 


(1) In this table 7 from aerial action are brought back as sink in all Mediterranean in the 
month of July 9 Italian cargo vessels for 10,687 tons of which for 9,841 tons. Second Volume of 
the Historical Office Mercantile Ships lost in the Second World War, the Italian ships sunk in July 
were for 10,972 tons. 3 German ships for 5,649 tons went moreover to bottom; in the table of the 
Roskill the German ships are not specified, because - while the Italians are grouped for months, 
from January to July 1942 - the Germans are totally indicated for all those seven months. In any 
case, as it will be seen, only two ships have gone lost on the routes for the Libya; the others were 
small ships sink in port (six for tons 952 in total, all at Tobruk for aerial bombing); three ships 
sank in other theaters. In convoy, directed to Libya, only the Vettor Pisani of 6,339 tons was sunk 
by aerial attack. Of the German ships, one sank at Tobruk for aerial bombing and two went to 
bottom in roadstead at Marsa Matruh for English naval attack. 
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and the First Lord of the Sea shared the thought of Mr. Churchill... and equally was decided to face 
the serious inevitable risks, also to achieve adequate success to the effort to complete. The 
enterprise could be completed, given the suspension of the Arctic convoys for Russia after the 
disaster of convoy P.Q.17 in July, that it rendered great part of the Home Fleet available in order to 
operate in the Mediterranean "(1). 

In the months of July and August our traffic with Libya continued with losses in rapidly 
rising. 

In July with 97,794 tons of supplies left from Italy some 6,303 went lost, equal to 6.4%; in 
the month of August with 77,134 tons sent some 25,479 went lost, equal to 32.9%. 

If then one refers to us to fuel cargos, on 26,870 tons sent in July of lost 2,969, equal to 
11.1%, while in August on 38,384 tons sent some 15,884 went lost, equal to 42%. 

That was a clear sign of the progressive strengthen of Malta, made decisive in August and 
not already in July as Roskill said. It was also a sure index of the fact that the fuel transports were 
taken particularly in sight, in order to immobilize the Italian-German Army deployed on the El 
Alamein front and to remove every possibility of further advance towards the heart of Egypt. 

If then reference is made to the employed tonnage, here the data for the two months in 


























issue. 
Month Tonnage Tonnage lost | Ships Ships sunk 
employed employed going returning 
July 274,337 8,819 90 2 - 
August 253,005 45,648 64 7 2 














You notice that in July for 90 steamboat-traveling had been employed 136 ships of escort, 
that is approximately 1.5 ships per steamboat, while 


(1) The tragedy of P.Q.17 happened between the 3 and 5 July 1942. Of 156 thousand tons 
of supplies sent, arrived some 57 thousand arrived at the destination: that is hardly a little more 
than a third part.. 
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in August for 64 steamboat-traveling had been employed some 124 that is approximately 2. 

This represents the possible maximum effort from part of Military Navy. In spite of the 
increment of the defense, the losses were gone up very quickly (1). It must but remember that, in 
order to approach the combat front the point of disembarkation of the supply, we in August 
directly sent to important convoys to Tobruk with a distance much longer and mush closer to the 
bases of Egypt from which the offenses could leave. 

But in July, as it was said also in the note on page 398 and as it turns out from the table, 
we did not have the feeling of the strength of Malta as the Roskill writes to have happened. In 
August instead the threat of Malta became once again worrisome. 

As far as the contrast of the enemy activity, it did not have particular manifestations for 
lack of objectives. Until the operation of mid August the English activity it was limited to actions 
of harassment a long the coastal strips to the flanks of the alignment of our troops in N.A., here 
where our main F. N. could not take part, and to sporadic supplying with makeshift naval means, 
as the Roskill says. 

The English executed two operations of a sure note in the considered period. 

The first was the naval bombardment of Marsa Matruh in the night between the 11 and 12 
July, supported from an aerial bombing of the locality. In that occasion they were sunk in the 
anchorage the German steamboats Brock of 1,325 tons (from the guns of a DD) and Sturla of 
1,735 tons (from a torpedo launch from a DD). 

The second one was the resupply of Malta completed by the fast minesweeper Welshman 
in mid of July. 

In order to increase the probability that it could reach Malta undamaged they were execute 
a series of aerial bombing on Cagliari, in order to prevent an eventual deployment to that 


(1) Be advised to remember that to integration of the supplies carried with the steamboats 
was military ships employed for transport of materials and men, in the 71 measure of ship-trips (of 
which 53 went) in July and 44 ship-trips (of which 32 went) in August, To the return the ship-trips 
was respective 18 and 12, because all those adapted to the defense of the traffic (that they were the 
great majority) were to the return used for this goal. 
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base of the 7" Division that had gone to Naples at the end of the Operation of mid June and that 
remained there. From Cagliari in fact the 7" Division would have been in optimal position in order 
to intercept the Welshman. 

On 14 July, the Eagle with the escort of some ships of Force H left Gibraltar in order to 
execute a launch of aircrafts for Malta and was discovered at 08:30 of the 15" to south of Baleari. 
The Welshman, that was with it, continued at approximately 30 knots and was sighted by recon at 
12:20, 16:30 and at 20:00 in the feature of its distance between Cape Bougaroni and the island of 
Cani. They were sent to attack it 28 Italian aircrafts and 16 Stuka, while also the Sub Axum had 
occasion of launch torpedoes: but it succeeded to avoid every damage, reaching the Malta on the 
16's 

Three DD had been sent out after the first sight from Cagliari and Palermo, with the goal 
to intercept it in case it had to reduce speed as a result of damage eventually suffered for the aerial 
attacks. Since this was not taken place, the interception could not happen. 

Then Supermarina decided to intensify it trap against the Welshman, during its trip of 
return to Gibraltar. It estimated that it would depart from Malta the evening of the 18" and based 
on this hypothesis - than took place - arranged for the night between the 18" and 19" ambushes of 
Mas in the zone of Cape Bon and seven Sub to the north of Tunisia, let alone cruises of the 7” 
Division to south of the Sardinia making it to leave timely from Naples. 

The Welshman had the fortune that in waters of Cape Head the state of the sea had forced 
the Mas to return to base and none of the seven Subs sighted it. When at 09:20 of the 19" a 
reconnaissance aircraft saw, it was already to the height of Philippeville and the 7" Division was 
returning to Cagliari after uselessly to have intercrossed during night(1). 

Torpedo bombers (11) and Stukas (5) send to attack it did not succeed to hit it: fortune 
indeed assisted the English ship. While, based on the firm determination not to abandon Malta, 
near the Admiralty the organization of the shipment of another convoy was being studied very 
thoroughly through Gibraltar 


(1) The 7" Division then was newly located at Naples on 13 August. 


Page. 397 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
with mighty forces of escort, renounced - after the experience of mid June - to the dispatch of 
another contemporary convoy from Alexandria. 

In the first days of August generic news had reached Supermarina on an important 
operation, which English were preparing themselves and that would have been developed in the 
Western Mediterranean. 

At 05:00 of 9 August Supermarina was informed that a force of at least 8 ships had 
journeyed to north of Ceuta, with route to the east. It was a matter of Force B, of which we will 
soon look at the composition and the goal. 

Supermarina could not however make a concrete appreciation based on this first news. In 
the first the hours of the morning of the 10" Supermarina only knew that between 00:30 and 02:00 
a good 39 ships were underway directed for the Strait of Gibraltar in the Mediterranean, and later 
that in the morning a ten of the ships between which Cairo had left Gibraltar. 

The Operation "Pedestal" therefore had entered in the Mediterranean phase and the battle 
of Mid August was in order to begin as a result of the provisions decided from Supermarina in 
agreement with Superaereo and with the O.B.S.. 

It convene to say at once that to the action of contrast of the "Pedestal" they could not take 
it leave the F. N. mainly for lack of naphtha. There was hardly that necessary in order to overseas 
maintain in action the defense of the traffic with the fronts (Libya and Greece field - Aegean). But 
the British Commands ignored this our tragic — it is the case to say -situation. 


42" - the British dispositions 

The British plan therefore was established: 

a) Main operation "Pedestal". - Departure from the Clyde in the night between the 2 and 3 
August of a convoy of 14 ships able to sail at 15 knots, escorted from important naval forces under 
the command of the V. Adm. Syfret, destined to carry large supplies to Malta. (the convoy was 
distinguished with the acronym W.S.21/S, like if it were destined to go around of the Cape of 
Good Hope). 
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b) Division of the Force F of escort in two groups: 

- Force Z (comprising battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers and light ships), destined to 
accompany the convoy until the approaches of the Channel of Sicily and returning then to 
Gibraltar; 

- Force X (comprising cruisers and DD) under the commando of the R. Adm Burrough, 
destined to continue with the convoy until near Malta. 

c) Substitution near Malta of Force X with the minesweeper flotilla of the island, leaving 
therefore Force X free to return at once to Gibraltar. 

d) Adding to the convoy the oceanic tug Jaunty, for aid of stricken ships (based on the 
experience made at the Mid June). 

e) Contemporary entered in the Mediterranean of the Force R, having the goal to refuel 
the ships that had need of it. 

f) Execution of others three secondary operations, placed side by side to the "Pedestal" 
with concept of mutual strategic support: 

- Operation "Bellows". - Shipment of 38 "Spitfire" to Malta to work of the CV Furious, 
using for its escort at the distance of return to Gibraltar 8 DDs additional employed in first time to 
escort the Force R until this had reached the zone in which it would have intercrossed, in attended 
of the ships to refuel. 

- Operation "Ascendant". - Departure from Malta for Gibraltar the evening of 10 August 
with 2 DD of the two transports that were to the resolutions to reach on 16 June (Troilus and 
Orari). 

- Operation "M.G.3". - Diversion to east, obtained with the departure from Port Said of a 
convoy (M.W.12) of three steamboats, simulating of being directed to Malta and joining a naval 
force (composed of 2 Cr, 5 DD and 1 SS) coming from Haifa under the command of Admiral 
Vian. 

The convoy would have directed towards a situated point 100 miles to WSW of Crete, 
where they would have been in ambush two Subs in the eventuality of an escape of F. N. from 
Taranto, and would have invert the route before reaching such point. Deployment of a third Sub. 
Navarino, where was in permanence located then the 8" Division (Amm. de Courten) with 3 
cruisers. 

g) Special operation. - Disembarkation of an unit of "commandos" 
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from part of the Sm Una near Catania in order to complete actions of sabotage against the airport. 

h) Employment of Subs -8 in the Western Mediterranean - of which two were already in 
turn of normal ambush to north of the Sicily, in front of Palermo and in waters of Milazzo near the 
Strait of Messina. 

Six Subs in mobile obstructions to south of Pantelleria. One of the obstructions would 
have entered in action to the dawn of 13 August, in position useful in order to intercept coming 
from Italian ships from the west (like had happened in occasion of the action of Pantelleria). To 
the transit of the convoy through the obstruction (previewed for the morning of the 13") the Sub 
would have had to proceed in surface with route parallel to that convoy, advance and to dive 
themselves at noon. 

Scope of these dispositions: to make to sight the Sub from the opposing aircrafts, creating 
therefore an impediment to Italian naval ships that they had intentional to attack the convoy. 
Directive given to the submarines: "the obstruction line will have compatibly to be maintained 
with the enemy aerial activity; but the Subs have complete freedom of action sighting opposing 
ships, in order to try the attack to the battleships and the cruisers "(1). 

1) Cooperation of aviation of Malta. - Tasks assigned: 

- diurnal and nocturnal recognitions along the probable routes of opposing naval units; 

- attacks to the air force bases Italian-Germans of the Sicily, the Sardinia and Pantelleria; 

- protection of the convoy, as soon as it had entered within the limit of the range of the 
fighters based at Malta; 

- preparation to the immediate flight of torpedo bombs and fighters in order to attack the 
Italian F. N. that come out from Taranto. 


(1) Since, as it will be seen, no Italian F. N. went to south of Sicily, the Subs had the order 
- when the British Command was sure that no attack of surface ships threatened the convoy - to 
dive itself and to go away. Therefore of them will not be occasion to speak in the course of the 
exposure. 


Page. 400 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
43" - The Italian dispositions 

The morning of the 10" Supermarina could estimate, based on the received news, than at 
least 57 British ships were in route towards the east from waters of Gibraltar. 

Here the appreciation made from Supermarina and the fundamental decisions taken, 
according to the compiled relation to concluded operation. 

"The operations of the enemy could be informed to the following criteria: 

a) To carry out a re-supply of the island of Malta in huge proportions, than - if carried to 
conclusion with success - short interval would have concurred not to have to repeat the attempt too 
much. The hypothesis is confirmed beyond that from the number of the steamboats, members the 
convoy, also from the important tonnage nearly all. 

b) Insure the protection of the important convoy with a naval force advanced as much as 
practiced in precedence, facing the eventual western movement in the main theaters our F. N. and 
the eventual aerial offense with the greater presence of two BB and with numerous employment of 
aCV. 

c) Insure our air force bases in the Sardinia. 

d) To carry the passage of the Channel of Sicily so as to cross in the night the zone of 
Pantelleria and to accompany the convoy beyond the Channel with more important forces as is 
customary, given the made experience 15 June past. 

"Therefore the arrival of the convoy to was previewed Cape Bon for the afternoon hours 
of the 12". No particular event in the Eastern Mediterranean carried them to make to think that the 
enemy meant to repeat the bilateral operation of supply tried in June. 

"However, the morning of the 12" a Germanic Sub sighted in such field a group of light 
ships (4 Cr and 10 DD) with appearing route on Malta and speed of approximately 20 knots. 

"This made to think that a part of the convoy of the West was destined to continue for 
Egypt, or that the sighted ships meant to operate to the east with a diversionary goal. 
"However, Supermarina, on the base of these information, took the following provisions: 


Page. 401 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 

a) Aerial recognitions, without gaps, in all Western Mediterranean in days 11 and 12 in 
collaboration with the CAT, considering as probable the transit of the convoy in 01° East meridian 
the morning of the 11". 

b) Inform the submarines in ambush to south of the Baleari and to face the convoy, beyond 
that with such obstruction, also with an other wide alignment of submarines to south of the 
Sardinia, to reach the zone at the latest at dawn of the (ase 

c) Improvement of the obstructions offensives of mines in the Channel of Sicily with 
placed additional of the type to temporary effect to carry out in the night on the 12" by means of a 
DD. 

d) Alignment of Mas and Ms in ambush to south of Marettimo, near Cape Bon and 
eventually near Pantelleria. 

e) Employment of naval forces of surface in the hypothesis that the enemy, as a result of 
the experience of Pantelleria, accompanied the convoy in the Channel of Sicily with forces 
advanced to those of the clash of June, but without makes to participate battleships. To such need 
it came previewed the union of the 3™ and 7" naval Division in the Tyrrhenian, the afternoon of 
the 12" in order to then concentrate them to south of Pantelleria to the dawn of the 13". Such 
operating criterion however was subordinated to the possibility to give to our Group an effective 
supply of fighter aircrafts in consideration of the increased number of present aircrafts to Malta. 

"To the 8" Division (Navarino) it came entrusted the eventual interception of fast units 
that were coming from the Eastern Mediterranean. 

"Some modifications were brought to sayings criteria in the course of the 12", for how 
much concerned the employment of the naval forces of surface, as a result of the sight of which to 
last part of the previous codicil d. 

"In fact the 8"" Division would not have been sufficient to contrast the marked force from 
the east, and therefore the movement of the 3“ Division from the Tyrrhenian was arranged in its 
support [to the Ionian], while the 7" Division came made to return to base. 

"To such modification of the initial disposition the necessity concurred to leave free all the 
air forces of the western theater for the attack directed to the convoy, and the probability that the 
enemy, whose reconnaissance aircraft had sighted our naval Group 
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during the phase of its meeting, it tried to cross the Channel also with armored forces ". 

This last decision, a lot important, due to the signaling of 4 Cr of the Force of Admiral 
Vian, was also in relation with the lack of naphtha, than hypothetical advance of BB did not allow 
to put in motion the Force from Taranto in order to face the opposing ones through the Channel of 
Sicily. 

Of other part Aviation did not have a number of sufficient fighters in order to escort is the 
ships is the aircrafts bombers and torpedo bombers. He was subordinate personally to Mussolini if 
the preference to the ships, escorted aerial chase had to be given, in the attack to the enemy forces, 
or to the aircrafts offensives. Mussolini determined for this last alternative. 

Therefore the contrast of the British initiative was executed from Aviation in competition 
with Sub, Mas, Ms. 

On this subject therefore wrote Admiral Weichold: 

"The morning of 13 August it had, according to the plans, to take place the attack to the 
English convoy to south of Pantelleria from part of Italian naval ships. In this particular zone 
attention had to be turned to the threat represented from the aircrafts of Malta. 

"The Italian General Staff still was influenced from the losses inflicted to the F. N. of 
Taranto from the aerial English torpedo bombers during the operation of Mid June and from the 
preprations - than also this time they were recognizable - of an English aerial attack against the 
Italian Group of the Cr in march. It considered therefore absolutely indispensable that to the arrival 
of the Cr to south of Pantelleria was present an adapted aerial escort. The German fighters 
available were but, according to the opinion of the O.B.S., sufficient to assure the escort or to the 
bombers or the cruisers. 

"He was dealing with himself therefore to decide if 13 August the Italian Luftwaffe or 
ships had to be destined to the definitive destruction of the British convoy. On the issue the war 
diary of the Seekriegleitung therefore is expressed: "the Commander in Chief of German Navy is 
itself pronounced with all the arguments to its disposition to favor of the employment of the ships. 
In the case of negative decision, it expresses the opinion that will be lost the occasion to destroy 
the greatest convoy that up to now has been taken risks 


Page. 403 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
in the Mediterranean, opposing itself with numerical superiority and of armament ". 

"Marshal Kesselring [ Head of the O.B.S. ] did not approve of the proposals of Navy and 
not granted the aerial protection to the Italian cruisers. 

"In order to comprise the point of view of Kesselring it must be said that at the bottom he 
did not believe to the possibilities of tactical success of the Italian cruisers. The failure of the 
second battle of the Sirte, in which a Division of heavy Italian cruisers had not been able to prevail 
on five small English cruisers and the insufficient results is achieved from the Group of the Italian 
cruisers in the crash of Pantelleria, had influenced the opinion of Luftwaffe (1). The Head of the 
G. S. of the Italian Navy depended on advanced decisions: Mussolini, called by telephone from 
Cavallero, did not believe of being able itself to put in open contrast with Kesselring, deciding for 
the employment of the fleet. Of other part the General Staff of Navy did not want to assume the 
responsibility to use the cruisers without the support of the Luftwaffe, and therefore the 
continuation of the naval operation in course came interrupted... The Italian and German airplane, 
whose support in favor of the Italian ships had been refused, but succeeded to only sink two 
transports ". 

Based on the provisions cited from Supermarina in his report, the following main 
dispositions were given (Graphical n. 22). 

For being able to coordinate the action of means of contrast it designates to you, and above 
all of the several specialties of the aeronautics, was necessary to have to the more soon reliable 
news on the composition, route and speed of the British naval force. 

Of other part, the experience of the fight until then supported had taught that the strategic 
reconnaissance aircraft met great difficulties to acquit their task, because the fighters of the CV 
shot them down before that they had carried out it. Therefore to the following 7 Sub (Brin) 


(1) In truth, given intense the systematic smoke employment from English side, was the 
very difficult to distinguish the targets from the sea that give the sky. The true obstacle for naval 
ships still not equipped with Radar was the smoke; for how much also the Radar is much more 
profitable in the dusk that not in smoke, which prevents in absolute way of being able to observe 
the shooting. 
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Grafico n. 22 
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Dagabur, Giada, Varsciek, Woiframio, U. 73, U.333, in ambush to north of Algeria between the 
meridians 01° 40' E and 02° 40' E (that is to south of the Channel between Ibiza and Majorca) 
main task was given to 10 day the directive to consider they the secondary exploration and the 
attack. Other submarine at sea was the Granito to the off of Biserta. 

During the night between the 10 and 11 was sent in ambush for 12 August another 11 Sub, 
of which 10 in one zone to north of Tunisia between the meridians of the Scogli Fratelli and the 
Banco Skerki (Emo, Otaria, Dandolo, Avorio, Cobalto, Alagi, Ascianghi, Axum, Bronzo, Dessié, 
and to the west of Malta (Asteria). 

To this remarkable number of submarines concentrated in little space was given the order 
to attack with the most determined offensive spirit, launch the maximum number of torpedo 
against any ship that was larger than a DD (military or mercantile): attacks characterized, being 
impossible to put into effect in narrow waters and intensely watched from opposing aviation the 
tactics of "wolf pack" adopted in Atlantic moving the submarines in emersion to identifying 
contact, if not always visual, between them. 

In the zone of the Channel of Sicily the ambush for the night between the 12 and 13 was 
arranged a good 6 motor torpedo boats (Ms) Italian, 4 Ms German and 13 Mas (Italian, naturally). 


44" - Forces participating in the operation 
A) British Forces. 
The various Groups were therefore called: 
Force F: with of all the Groups. 
Force X: The Group destined to continue with the convoy from the Channel of Sicily to Malta. 
Force Z: The bulk of the Force F, after the separation of Force X. 
Force Y: The Group constituted from the two SS and the DD of the escort, returning empty from 
Malta to Gibraltar. 
Force R: the Group of refueling. 
Here is the composition of the various Groups. 
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- Z Force: BB Nelson (R.Adm. Syfret), Rodney - CV Victorius (R.Adm. Lyster), Indomitable, 
Eagle - Cr Phoebe, Sirius, Charybdis - DD Laforey, Lightning, Lookout Quentin, Eskimo, 
Tartar, Somalis, Wishart, Zetland, Ithuriel, Antelope, Wansittart. 

- Force X: Cr Nigeria (R.Adm. Burrough), Keneya, Manchester. Cairo - DD Ashanti, Intrepid, 
Icarus, Foresight, Fury, Derwent, Bramham, Bicester, Ledbury, pathfinder, Penn, Wilton - 
Tug. Jaunty (1). 

- Force R: Tkr. Brown Ranger, Dingledale - Cov Jonquil, Spirea, Geranium, Coltsfoot - Tug. 
Salvonia. 

- Force Y: SS Troilus, Orari - DD Matchless, Badsworth. 

- Force for the "Bellows": CV Furious, with the escort to the return of 5 DD. 

- Group escort for the tankers: DD Keppel, Westcott, Venomous, Malcolm, Wolverine, Amazon, 
Wrestler, Vidette. 

- Convoy: SS Empire Hope, Dorset, Wairangi, Rochester Castle, Waimarana, Brishane Star, Port 
Chalmers, Almeria Lykes, Elisa Saint, Ferguson Clan, Glenorchy, Melbourne Star, 
Deucalion - Tkr. Ohio. 

- Ships of Malta: MS Speedy, Hebe, Hythe, Rye - Mv (ME in English) 121, 126, 134, 135, 168, 
459, 469. 

- Submarines: Safari and Unbroken (in front of Palermo and to Milazzo respectively) - P.44, 
P.222, Uproar, Ultimatum, Unruffled, Utmost (between Pantelleria and Malta). 

In total: 2 BB -4 CV -7 Cr -34 DD -4 Cov -4 MS -7 ME -8 Subs -2 Tug. -3 Tkr. -15 SS 
(13 + 2). 

- Air forces (according to Roskill): 72 fighters on the three CV for protection of the naval 
forces -38 "Spitfire" for Malta on the Furious - at Malta: 9 squadrons of fighters, 3 squadrons of 
torpedo bombers, 4 squadrons of bombers, 2 squadrons of reconnaissance aircraft. All apparatuses 
of the R.A.F., in number total of 141 aircrafts on 11 August, increased to 186 on 14 August. 
Moreover one squadron torpedo bombers of the Navy. 


(1) Since the Jaunty did not have sufficient speed in order to follow the convoy, was then 
aggregate to Force R. 
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B) Italian Forces. 
- naval Forces: 
3" Division: CA Gorizia (R.Adm. Parona), Bolzano, Trieste - Aviere, Geniere, Camicia Nera, 

Legionario, Ascari, Corsaro, Grecale 
7" Division: Eugene di Savoia (R.Adm. Zara), Montecuccoli, Attendolo - DD Maestrale, Gioberti, 

Oriani, Fuciliere 
DD Malocello (for putting down of mines in the Channel of Sicily) 

Torpedo boats: 2™ Ms sq.: Ms Ms 16, 22, 23, 25, 26, 31 
Mas: 15" Mas sq.: Mas 549, 543, 548, 563 -18" Mas sq.: Mas 556, 553, 533, 562, 560-20" Mas 

sq.: Mas 557, 554, 564, 552 
German Ms: S.30, S.59, $.58, S.36 
Submarines: Bronzo, Ascianghi, Alagi, Dessie, Avorio, Dandolo, Emo, Cobalto, Otaria, Axum, 

Asteria, Brin, Wolframio, Granito, Dabagur; Giada, Uarsciek, Velella - Ger. U. 73, U333. 

In total: 6 Cr -12 DD -10 Ms -13 Mas -20 Sub. 

- Air forces: Aviation from r.m.: sq. 287", 146", 170", 144", 197" (of the Sardinia and 
the Sicily) 

Armera: 90 torpedo bombers, 62 bombers, 25 dive bombers, 151 fighters 

Il CAT: 328 dive bombers, 32 bombers, 96 fighters. 

In total: 784 aircrafts, of which 328 Italians and 456 Germans. 

Beyond to these employed air forces in offensive actions (excluded the r.m.), other aerial 
units have completed strategic reconnaissance, bombing on Malta, escort to the ships, searches of 
the shipwrecked, etc.. It can be calculated that approximately 1000 aircrafts they have taken to part 
to the operation of mid August. 

Since in the course of the narration we will not stop ourselves to describe in every 
particular all the activity of the air forces, give the chronological directory here, of the attacks 
executed, which it turns out from a document of Supermarina gained from the data supplied from 
Superaereo and the O.B.S.. 

The Italian aircrafts executed the main attacks: 
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- Day 12: at hours 13:00, 16:30, 18:40; 
- Day 13: actions with departure from the fields at hours 08:00, 10:45, 13:25, 14:30; 
- Day 14: actions with departure from the fields at hours 09:50, 10:30, 11:00, 13:00. 


The results appreciated: 
Sunk: 1 Cr -1 DD -4 SS 
Hit: 4 BB -1 CV -1 CR- 11 SS -5 unit of unknown type. 
The German aircrafts executed 18 main attacks: 
- Day 11: departure from the fields at hours 17:26; 
- Day 12: departure from the fields at hours 05:45, 10:00, 19:00; 
- Day 13: departure from the fields at hours 04:22, 08:30, 09:15, 13:40, 15:45, 17:47, 19:00; 
- Day 14: departure from the fields at hours 04:33, 06:40, 07:50, 09:00, 13:00, 17:45, 18:36. 
The results appreciated: 
Sunk: 9 SS + 2 probable 
Hit: 1 CV -6 Cr -2, DD -18 SS -2 unit of imprecise type. 

In total therefore 29 attacks (of which 27 against the ships at sea and 2 in bay arrival at 

Malta, where they reached the evening of the 13) with: 

-15 ships sunk units: 1 Cr -1 DD -13 SS; 

-2 ships probably sunk: 2 SS; 

-41 ships hit: 4 BB (five torpedoes hit) -2 CV -7 Cr -2 DD -29 SS -7 imprecise. 

Evidently many ships were hit many times, otherwise for sure types of ship would turn out 
some hit a number advanced to those existing. Never the less, as it will be seen, the appreciated 
results - as was customary - much advanced to those real ones. 

In the diagram n. 22 are indicate 7 aerial attacks, therefore as they are mark to you in the 
diagram inserted in the volume of the Roskill. In order to put of agreement these 7 indications with 
the 17 attacks completed in open sea — according to the statistical elements of our aeronautical 
Commands - against the English ships during their going distance of to Malta, must be interpreted 
such indications as referring to the zones where they are thickens in several resumptions of 17 
attacks. 
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45"" - Operations "Pedestal" and "Bellows" 

a) Force F from Gibraltar until the Channel of Sicily. 

The convoy with the escort forces passed to the height of Cape Spartel towards zero hours 
of 10 August. Between 02:45 and 05:00 navigated in waters of the Strait of Gibraltar in a dense 
fog, with visibility sometimes reduced less than 200 meters; then the atmosphere returned 
transparent, and at 08:40 the convoy proceeded towards the east at a speed of 13.5 knots. Some 
DD had been sent to get naphtha at Gibraltar and at 16:00, after to have caught up to the bulk of 
the convoy Force F, had taken their places in the formation. 

For all day of the 10" and until little before the dawn of the day navigation was carried out 
without incidents, but a false aerial alarm provoked for misunderstanding from the antisubmarine 
escort aircrafts "Huntson" from the Commander of the North Atlantic (who was based of 
Gibraltar) equivocal depended that it made to rise in flight from the CV Victorious a patrol of 4 
fighters. 

But, the British Force had been sighted — unknown to it - from a civil aircraft directed to 
Algeria, which at 17:00 had informed of to have seen with of 2 CV, 2 BB, 2 Cr, 14 DD and 12 SS, 
sailing towards the east with route not appreciated. To part the inaccuracies approximately the real 
composition of the complex, the information covered high interest and was of great usefulness. 

At 04:38 of the first contact between Force F and the more western element of the device 
of contrast established from Supermarina happened: the Sub Uarsciek. To that hour - as the Sub 
has been said sighted elements of Force F and just a CV and a BB. Launched three torpedoes 
against the first, without to hit, although that he felt two explosions (1), endured a insistent hunting 
from part of the DD, could emerge at 09:30 and then launch the signal of discovery. 

According to the esteem of the Uarsciek the sight happened in lat. 37° 52' N long. 01° 48' 
E, that is near the northwest angle of the zone of ambush to south of Ibiza and Majorca (graphical 
n. 22). Of this episode there is no trace in the English relations. It was of basic importance, does 
not give the tactical point of view, but point 


(1) See successive paragraph 50, in which the Sub is collected the excerpt of the relations 
of all that had occasion to enter in action. 
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of strategic sight because it gave to Supermarina the first timely news on the position of 
the British forces after their entrance into the happened Mediterranean nearly 24 hours before. 

At 06:45 eight DD and 08:45 also two Cr were sent to re-supply from Force R, that 
operation lasted for several hours without disturbance, but not without worries from part of given 
Admiral Syfret the risk that it involved. Towards 21:00 hours the last ships were only of new in 
formation, joining Force F after re-supply. 

At 08:00 of the 11" the Cov. Coltsfoot, that it made part of the supply of Force R, it far 
away made a curious sight in a point from that one in which it had, acted the Uarsciek: it saw two 
torpedo that is emerging on the water. They could be two of those launch from the submarine and 
that, for irregular operation of the scuttling device, they were remained afloat: this consideration is 
ours and it cannot have that value the more or less reliable hypothesis. 

At 08:15 only the first Radar surveys began of the opposing aircrafts, that they were 
continuous during all the day, but — according to the Italian documentation - at 10:10 an aircraft of 
the CAT had the first sight of day signaling 3 CV, 3 BB, 20 CR and DD 20 SS with imprecise 
speed and route 90° in lat. 38° 08' N long. 01° 56 E (1). 

"In that moment [ that is at 08:15 ] - the relation of Admiral Syfret says - two patrols of 4 
fighters each they were in flight and they were maintained for all the day, reinforcing them when 
necessary. The sighting aircrafts (Ju.88) flew at 7000 meters of height, that the yields difficult their 
interception from part of the fighters. Five times were succeeded to intercept shooting down one 
them of and damaging two. We lost a "Hurricane" and a "Fulmar", but the crews were saved". 
Between the damages was also what it had made the sight of 10:10, that re-entered with many hurt 
and to attacked edge being from the British fighters. 

Admiral Syfret did not have more doubt than to have been localized 


(1) Confronting this position with that marked at 04:38 from the Uarsciek, one sees that in 
approximately five and half hours the naval force would have moved of only 25 miles for route 
10°: that it is impossible, in the cares both of the route and of the speed. Therefore one of the two 
estimated positions was roughly wrong. More probably that given from the aircraft was wrong. 
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with all Force F and at 10:55 of it received confirmation from the Admiral commander of the 
North Atlantic with a message dated 09:12 A/11 with which it was inquired that Z/11 signal of 
aerial sight of 06:20 the F Force made to had been broadcast from Rome to all the "Commands at 
sea and on land "all units and stations". At 07:32 A/11 the same Admiral of the North Atlantic had 
already informed Syfret that the German aerial recognition was very active in the Western 
Mediterranean (1). 

At 11:28 a short alarm, because both that ship and the Charybdis was seen to 3 miles of 
distance in direction a 2000 ripple of the water, similar to that one was aboard of a Nelson (ship 
flagship) that marks the launch of torpedo from aboard of a submarine, or to that one of a torpedo 
that emerges to the end race or during the race. It was believed that it was be a matter of a Sub 
launch executed or badly failed. But to that hour no submarine had launch, was found near Force 
F. 

At 12:18 the operation "Bellows" had beginning from part of the CV Furious. This CV, 
escorted from the DD Lightning and Lookout, movements from the left side of the convoy and at 
12:29 took off the first "Spitfire". Two groups of 8 aircrafts left before that the operation was 
interrupted from approached of emergency completed from the formation as a result of the sinking 
of the Eagle. Others three takeoffs were completed between the 13:50 and 14:50. In all left 38 
"Spitfire", except one forced to land on the CV Indomitable for a technical disadvantage. 

The Eagle was the first victim of the Operation "Pedestal". At 13:15 in lat. 38° 05' long. 
03° 03' (approximately 80 miles to north of Algeria) the CV was hit on the left side in an interval 
of ten seconds from 4 torpedo, launch from the German Sub U. 73 (Lieut. Rosenbaum). In "that 
moment it was found in the aft field of the right column of the convoy and marched to 13 knots". 

"The Eagle skidded quickly on the left - Admiral Syfret wrote - and sank in approximately 
8 minutes. No wake of torpedo was sighted; he seems probable that the attack was effected from a 
German submarine 


(1) Holding present that in the three hours brought back the letter A referred to the 
meridian of Central Europe and letter 2 to the meridian of Greewich and reducing all the hours to 
the Italian hour (Central Europe) has themselves that hour 0620Z corresponded to Italian 07:20 
hour: Hour used also from the English Commands in the course of the Operation "Pedestal", 
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who, in immersion passed under the escort, between columns 3 and 4 of the formation, attacking 
the Eagle from short distance with electrical torpedo. There were in that moment 13 DD of the 
escort and none recorded contacts by sonar (1). 

"The Lookout, that it was escorting the Furious for the Operation" Bellows ", and the 
Laforey will receive the order to assist the Eagle. 

"Also the tug Jaunty directed immediately towards the Eagle and it joined to the Lookout 
in order to retrieve the survivors. Nether of the Lookout nor the Charybdis, that passed over the 
probable position of the submarine, recorded contacts asdic. They were retrieved by the Laforey, 
the Lookout and Jaunty the 927 persons, among which the Commander. 

"For approximately an half hour and after the sinking of the Eagle they were signals 
numerous sights of Sub and torpedo and contacts with asdic, but it was not tried that other Sub was 
found in the vicinities. 

"At 14:29 the Keppel, the Malcolm, the Amazon, the Venomous, the Wolverine and the 
Wrestler (of the escort group of reserve, coming from Gibraltar) were sighted from the 
Commander of the XIX DD flot. and will receive from these the order to execute in the zone a 
antisubmarine search. 

"After to have retrieved the Laforey the shipwrecked (head of the XIX flot.) and the 
Lookout joined Force F. The Keppel, the Malcolm, the Venomous, the Wolverine and the Wrestler 
caught up at 15:45, while the Amazon had the order to take to its orders the Jauney and to join 
Force R. 

"I ordered then that the shipwrecked retrieved by the Laforey were transferred to the 
Keppel, those of the Lookout on the Venomous and those of the Jaunty on the Malcolm. This 
transfer was completed at 18:30, when the 5 DD formed the escort of the Furious, than went away 
from the formation in order to return to Gibraltar ". 

At 01:00 of the successive day 12 August, the DD Wolverine (that it directed to Gibraltar 
with the Furious) found an Italian Sub in on the surface: it put the bow on it and rammed, before 
that it had the time to dive, in a point to 40 miles for NNE from Cape Blanc. The submarine was 
the Dagabur, than disappeared, bodies and assets, 


(1) The convoy was annoying on 4 columns, zigzagging at 13 knots, with the BB and the 


CV very close to the steamboats and with a screen of escort to semicircle on, comprising 13 DD, 
being the others engaged in the protection of the Furious or in the refueling from the Force R. 
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while the Wolverine had the bow seriously damaged, so much that another DD had to be detached 
from the Furious in order to assist to escort it until Gibraltar. 


We resume now the narration of transverse of the convoy the with Force F. 

At 14:25 the force was photographed from Italian reconnaissance aircraft that, although 
found by Radar from English, were neither counterattacked from the fighters nor hit from the a.a. 
fire. They were feel themselves to pass on the vertical one of the two BB but so high that could not 
be noticed to view. 

The photography constituted the first sure document of which they arranged Supermarina 
and Superaereo: it comprised 40 ships. They were available 14 SS, 2 BB, 3 CV, 6 Cr, 15 DD: the 
Italian High Commands interpreted it, just, like the image of the main part of the English Force, 
not comprising within its limits other elements constituted from subsidiary and smaller ships. 

At 16:35 greater, military and mercantile ships, poor in function the paravane, as they had 
made in the operation "Harpoon" in the same environs: it must be thought that English, 
approaching themselves mainly mined waters from submarines and Italian aircrafts, feared put 
down it of mines to temporary operation. 

"From 17:00 approximately until when it was developed the aerial attack of the 20:45 - 
Admiral Syfret wrote - Force F was continuously continuation from three or more enemy aircrafts, 
that they maintained our fighters extremely occupied. 

"At 16:34 I had received from the Commander of the North Atlantic a message, with 
which he told me that the enemy would probably have attacked me at twilight with "Ju.88 "". 

In order to keep himself ready to face the attack Admiral Syfret arranged the DD "Hunt" to 
sides of the columns of the SS and the Fleet DDs 5500 meters ahead. 

At 20:30 Radars they revealed that the attack had to be imminent and after some minutes 
the DD of the advanced escort (that they were by now complete arriving on the scene, as already 
pointed out, those that were remained behind in order to re-supply themselves from Force R) 
signaled the first aircrafts. 

The attack was pronounced to the 20:56 between an intense a.a. fire of all units; that lasted 
until approximately 21:30 and the English judged 
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that beyond to the numerous dive bombers there were also some torpedo bombers aircrafts. That 
was exact. However English did not have some damage and estimated to have shot down 3 
aircrafts while the aircrafts appreciated of to have hit sure one CV, a Cr, a SS and probably an 
other CV and one imprecise warship. 

The attack was executed from 36 "Ju.88" and "He.111" (these last armed of torpedo); 4 
aircrafts were shot down from the shooting of the ships, while the English fighters - given the 
insufficient twilight light - did not succeed to localize the attackers. 

A "Ju.88" attacked also Force R, than it was found to south of Force F. The aircraft 
uncoupled two bombs, of which fell between the two oil tankers. Another "Ju.88" attacked on the 
Jaunty that he was approximately 7 miles (behind that is west of the Force F) and was trying to 
catch up the formation: the tug remained unharmed and thought to have damaged the aircraft with 
its a.a. guns. 

While the Commander of Malta, in the attempt to lighten the impending aerial threat on 
the Force F, had arranged bombing on the Sardinian airports. 

"To the last lights of the twilight of the 11" - General Santoro writes - a formation of a ten 
of aircrafts "Beaufighter", reaching of surprise at a low altitude on the airports of Elmas and 
Decimomannu, carried out an action of bombing, provoking of two military and damage four other 
following, the dead wounding to aircrafts: on the airport of Elmas "S,79" torpedo bomber with 
torpedo aboard to set afire and destroyed, 6 aircrafts damaged; on the airport of Decimomannu 4 
"S.79" with torpedo aboard and 1 "Ca.164" sets afire and destroyed; 8 "S.79" and 3 "Mc.202" 
damaged, two torpedo damaged. 

[an aircraft, hit from the a.a. machine-gunner of Elmas, was seen to go away skidded with 
a damaged wing ]. 

"In the night other aircrafts, between which 2 Americans "Liberator" operating also they 
give Malta, repeatedly flew over the zone comprised between the airports of Elmas, Decimomannu 
and Villacidro, launch numerous illuminant rockets and bombs of delayed explosion. But, to 
difference of the resolution action of bombing, this nocturnal action failed in full load, because the 
bombs fell all in opened campaign and burst during the night and the successive morning, without 
to cause damages ". 
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While Force F proceeded undisturbed until the dawn of the 12". At 06:10 they were sent 
in flight from the CV 12 fighters, than they were maintained in equal number for all the day in the 
sky of the ships, but to being increased in the moment, of the need. 

They already were yesterday begins the alarms from the Radar and "there were in the day 
of the 12 only little moments neither which of aircrafts, nor submersible, any torpedo, contacts 
asdic were not any signals ". And in fact our recognition most active was for all the day from the 
dawn in then: three reconnaissance aircraft not returned to the bases, pulled down in the combats 
supported with the opposing fighters, after but to have launch signal of discovery. 

"Being been received information - Admiral Syfret continues - of a probable concentration 
of submarines in a zone to north of La Galite, I ordered to the Commander of the XIX DD flot. to 
reduce the distances between the DD of the escort on and on the flanks of the formation, in order 
better to assure the antisubmarine protection, approaching the screen the greater ships and 
distancing instead mainly between of they the DD in position in the aft quarters ". 

At 09:07 the first one of the aerial attacks of the day executed had beginning from 19 
"Ju.88". According to Admiral Syfret, they were engaged by 16 fighters, launch the bombs at 
09:15 and they went away, losing 8 apparatuses, sure and others 3 probably. No damage to the 
ships. 

According to a clarification of the Admiralty, "approximately 20 and more" Ju.88 ", 
coming from the direction of the sun, they were intercepted by the fighters at 25 miles of distance 
and only a dozen succeeded to reach the convoy, executing single attacks both level and in dive, 
without to obtain results: 8 airplane were shot down by the fighters and 2 from the ships ". 

Since the relationship of the O.B.S. on the action is very summarized, it can be only said 
that the "Ju.88" lost was in truth 6 and that it was estimated of to have hit 1 Cr and 2 SS. 

In the morning, before, during and after the aerial attack described now, several ships of 
the supply will believe to execute discovered of Sub, forcing the Force F to detach from time to 
time some DD in order to execute antisubmarine hunting to all damage of the antiaircraft 
protection. 

Perhaps that one had been determined that the psychosis is called "of lays a trap 
underwater", because our Sub was thickens to the east of 
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La Galite, where the British force arrived in the late afternoon of that the 12" (1). 

Before continuing, we must cite the episode of which the Sub Giada to south of the 
Baleari was protagonist. At 09,34 it was hit, while it was dived, from the bombs of a seaplane 
"Sunderland"; the damages did not concur to maintain it the immersion and had to surface, 
deciding to direct for more close neutral port (Valencia) in order repairing the damages and in 
order disembarking to a dead and some serious wounded. During the transfer again attacked from 
other "Sunderland" that it pulls down after a extended duel. It reached Valencia shortly before 
midnight, it repaired the damages in a few hours and the 14" was able to reach La Maddalena. 

Towards 10:00 hours Force F was for the second time photographed from a German 
aircraft (not sighted by the English); in the field embraced from the photography 2 were 
recognized Pa, 2 BB, 7 Cr, 22 DD, 13 SS, 1 oil tanker, 4 ships not characterized. It gave therefore 
a composition of the practically exact British complex (remembers between the other that, with the 
loss of the Eagle and with the return to Gibraltar of the Furious, the CV was remained two). 

A little after noon the most massive aerial attack was executed in successive big waves, 
without results adapted to the completed effort and to the innovation of some methods of attack 
adopted for the first time. Force F then found 40 miles to the northwest of La Galite. 

The first big wave, composed of 10 "S.84" and 8 "Cr.42" with bombs andirons and 
escorted from 14 "Mc.202", attacked at 12:40 with the purpose of disordering the formation and 
dispersing of to the defense a.a. to advantage of the successive big wave torpedo bombers. The 
"S.84" the FF, species of torpedo had a new type of arm — motor-bomb falling in water with 
parachute and that irregular trajectory was put in motion with one, therefore to render the 
maneuvers difficult in order to avoid it. Admiral Syfret wrote that "nine airplane threw mines 
supplies with 


(1) Here the deployment of the Sub day 12" (excluding the Dagabur sunk at 01:50): 
Granito north of Cape Blanc; Giada, Uarsciek, Brin, Wolframio and 2 German Subs to south of the 
Baleari; Emo, Dandolo, Otaria, Avorio, Cobalto, Alagi, Ascianghi, Dessié, Axum, Bronzo to north 
of Tunisia to the east of La Galite and until the approaches of the Channel of Sicily; Asteria 
between Linosa and Malta. Therefore it is excluded that there were submersible here where the 
asdic English seemed signaled them the morning of the 12" 
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parachute; in order to avoid these mines it was carried out approached of safety of 90° and towards 
12:29 [ you notice the discrepancy in the hour with that date from the airmen] were heard several 
explosions towards the southeast, that they were probably due to the detonations of the mines; no 
damage was brought to the ships ". 

The second big wave, comprising 33 "S.79" and 10 "S.84", torpedo bombers, formed into 
two groups and escorted from 26 "Re.2001", was on the objective at 13:00 attacking on two sides 
of the formation and taking of sight the cargo vessels. They were launch 40 to torpedo and the air 
crews thought of having sink 2 SS and 1 DD, and of to have hit 1 BB, 3 Cr or DD and 2 SS. 

The third big wave, constituted from two single "Re.2001" with special armor-piercing 
bombs, guided from a "Cant Z.1007bis" and escorted from 5 fighters "G. 50", attacked at 13:25 
approximately the CV Victorious. With the two "Re.2001" would have had to attack "S,79" radio- 
controlled from aboard of a "Cant Z.1007bis" (special "Kamikaze" without pilot), but for a banal 
breakdown to the remote control apparatus the "S.79" it failed the objective and it continued the 
flight then, falling in Algeria to south of Costantina. 

According to the English relationship these attacks would have been much more 
dangerous, if they had been simultaneous; the torpedo bombers were forced from the British 
reaction launch the torpedo externally to the screen of the DD and very far away from the convoy 
(approximately 7000 meters). 

The two "Re.2001" "that they were similar the " Hurricane" approached the Victorious, 
that it brought the standard of the R.Adm. Lyster, as if wanted to land: the CV exactly was 
occupied in the landing of its fighters and they could launch undisturbed theirs bombs, of which hit 
the center of the flight deck breaking up without to explode, and they went away outside carrying 
shooting before that the Victorious could begin it ". Probably the drop altitude was therefore low 
that the device of activation of the fuse did not have the time to work completely. 

Between second and the third big wave of the Italian aircrafts inserted the attack of 37 
"Ju.88", than with their bombs launch in dive obtained the only one succeeding of that cycle of 
attacks, producing to the SS Deucalion the flooding of two holds. The SS, not being able to 
continue more than 10 knots, received order to carry under the Tunisian coast with the escort of 
the DD Bramham, attempting to reach Malta. The two ships endured in the advanced afternoon an 
attack 


Page. 420 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
of two bombers, exiting undamaged. But at 19:40 the Deucalion was hit from one of the torpedo 
launch from a brace of aircrafts in the vicinities of the Island of the Cani, it set afire and towards 
21:30 it exploded. The Bramham, after to have retrieves some of the survivors, continued in order 
to join Force X. 

Of the numerous aircrafts employed between 12:40 and 13:30, 4 did not return to the 
bases, while the English appreciated to have 9 shot down with fighters and 2 with the a.a. fire. 

Around 13:30, towards the end of the attacks, the English formation had been for the 
photographed a third time, confirming, the by now acquired idea with good approximation from 
the Italian Authorities on its composition. 

At 17:30, eight "Cr.42" with bombs andirons of the Sardinia Aeronautics, escorted from 9 
"Re.2001", newly attacked the naval formation little to ENE of La Galite and, it contrasted from 
the opposing fighters, could towards 17:50 only bomb the DD /thuriel, that it was in order to join 
the force after it are of removed for reasons that will be exposed soon: the ship was not hit. 

Another detachment of 9 "S.79" torpedo bombers with 14 "Mc.202" of escort, departed 
from the Sardinia at 16:45, had to renounce to reach the objective for insufficient autonomy of the 
fighters. 

While the Force F was entering in the zone of maximum concentration of the submarines, 
also continuing to being subordinate to aerial attacks. The events between aerial and underwater 
alarms, attacks from the high and low, approached, blows embed gone incident, and, torpedo bomb 
to miss several - assumed a locked rhythm, overlapping itself often between of them. 

We think opportune therefore to replace to an exposure, that it would risk to succeed 
entangled and little clear, a chronological order of the various episodes. 

- R. Adm Burrough (that, we remember, was on the Nigeria in command of Force X) gave 
order, with the approval of Syfret, than from 14:00 to 19:00 hours they were made to explode with 
intimidation, goal every ten minutes, two antisubmarine bombs to the two ends of the protecting 
screen of the formation. These bombs exploding gave real disturbance to the submarines, are 
making to believe them of sometimes to have been discovered, are giving eventually it impression 
to them to have put to hit their torpedo. 
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- Little after 14:00 hours the DD Tartar, that it was in the aft field of the right, signaled the 
presence of a Sub and executed one short hunting with launch of bombs (1). 

- At 14:17 it was the DD Zetland to run towards south to high speed, being signaled a Sub 
emerged to the horizon: Since the Sub was not in dangerous position for the formation, the DD 
was recalled to its place of the escort. 

- At 16:16 the DD Pathfinder, that it was of ahead on the left, signaled a asdic contact and 
gave at 16:40 hunting until entirety with the Setland that had joined it. 

At 16:40 an episode was carried out of which protagonists they were the DD Tartar and 
Lookout and the Sub Emo. 

The Tartar; that it was of escort astern to right, saw a torpedo to reach little from the right 
and after the Lookout, that it was behind the Tartar; it signaled a Sub in sight. The two DD 
executed two then decided attacks for each with launch of bombs, until the Sub did not constitute 
more a threat for the formation. The Sm could not be other than the Emo, which at 16:30 
movements to the attack in the point 24 miles for 42° from La Galite and, launch 4 torpedos, 
thought to have hit one ship (Cr or DD). 

- At 16:49 the Ithuriel saw, from its position of breast on the left of the formation, a 
periscope and leaves straight of the turret of a Sub ahead. Immediately it attacked, beginning the 
offense with the gun. The Sub, that it was being dipped, was forced from the damages brought 
back to surface in order to fight on the surface, but rammed from the /thuriel disappearing in a few 
moments. It was the Cobalto, of which they were retrieves from the same DD the commander, 2 
officials and 38 men (See successive paragraph 50). 

The /thuriel gathered to the formation, with the seriously damaged to the bow from the 
collision, approximately a half hour and later, and was exactly during the way for the reunion that 
was attacked at 17:50 from the eight "Cr.42" as has been said. 

- At 18:00 the Force F turned for 121°, in order to pass between the Skerki bar and the 
Tunisian coast. Admiral Syfret signaled a little after that at 19:15 the Force Z would have invert 
the route. 


(1) Of hour in then, when "hunting" is said allusion that it will comprise the launch of 
antisubmarine bombs. 
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- At 18:30, after continuous aerial alarms from the Radar, aerial formation was sighted 
from the English ships; it was passed little more than half hour from the attack that had been 
directed at 17:50 against the /thuriel. In that moment they were in flight 22 English fighters. 

The attack was executed from 29 "Ju.87" (in two groups of 9 and of 20), from 14 "S.79" 
torpedo bombers, escorted from 28 "Mc.202" and several "Me. 109". The English appreciated of 
having to that to make with 100-120 aircraft. And remarkable to remember that "S,79" 
reconnaissance aircraft had gone lost after to have given the position of Force F, while a "Cant 
Z.1007bis" continued to maintain the contact and to signal until to completed attack. 

As usual, attacking appreciated of to have hit many more targets than those real ones, but 
we will adhere ourselves to the elements contained in the British relations. 

The attacking aircrafts arrived in the sky of the ships at 18:35, approximately 18 miles to 
NW of the Island of the Cani: the bombers from bow and stern, while the torpedo bombers 
maneuvered in order to attack both ahead and behind and sides from the same side. The several 
shapes of attack were from Admiral Syfret judged perfectly synchronized. 

The torpedo bombers uncoupled to approximately 2700 meters from the escort; the 
convoy approached in outside and it did not endure damages, but the DD Foresight was hit astern 
from a torpedo. The bombers concentrated instead their offenses against the CV, hitting in full 
load the aft part of the CV Indomitable that followed the BB Rodney of astern on the left of the 
convoy: the flight deck of the CV was put outside service, developed to great fires and its fighters 
(than for half they were in flight) had to land on the Victorious, which in order to make they place 
threw in sea its aircrafts not totally efficient. 

The Indomitable reduced of speed and turned for the west so as to avoid that the relative 
wind carried flames towards forward. The Charybdis and some DD of Force Z took it under their 
protection. At 19:15 the CV signaled that the at 19:27 flames were in order to be tamed and that 
could be sailing at 17 knots. Finally At 20:30, after a short damage to the maneuver of the rudder, 
the ship was ready to develop a speed of 28.5 knots, very close to the principle. 

To help the Foresight the Tartar was destined, than taken under tow inverting also the 
route it towards the west. But the morning 
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successive, near La Galite - under the continuous threat of aerial attacks - the Tartar had order to 
sink it, in order not to run the risk to get lost also with the Foresight; it sank at 09:50. 

- At 18:55 the Force F had the order to subdivide itself, with 20 minutes of advance 
payment on the previewed one, because Admiral Syfret, after the damages suffered from the 
Indomitable, preferred to first return a little towards the west: judging the aerial attack completed, 
he inverted the route with Force Z, directing for Gibraltar at 18 knots (maximum sustainable speed 
from the Rodney, because of disadvantages in the boilers), while Force X with Admiral Burrough 
continued for Malta still with the efficient ships. 


b) Force X continues from the Channel of Sicily for Malta (Graphical n.23). 


The traverse of Force X with the convoy still more was tormented, because it found in 
waters that, continuing to being threatened from the air, they comprised the zone of greater 
accumulation of Subs and the area laid ambush from Ms and Mas. And in fact, it was in these 
waters that the naval force endured the maximum losses. 

Here as the relation of Admiral Syfret described what it happened in the zone occupied 
from our submarines. 

In the general section of the relation it reassumes the following facts in terms. 

"Given to the intensity of the aerial attacks between 18:30 and 18:50 it seemed improbable 
that an ulterior attack on immense scale against Force X could be carried out first by night and for 
more, having reached the Skerki bar, hoped that also the threat of the Sub was set. 

"The dangers that introduced hour to Force X were mainly those constituted from the Mas 
during the night, and from the aircrafts to the following morning. 

"Therefore the fortunate attack of Sub, effected at 20:00 hours and during which the 
Cairo, the Nigeria and the Ohio [ that, we remember, was the only oil tanker of the convoy ] was 
torpedoed, turned out unexpected and had an effect of immense capacity. 

"The moment was enough critical, because it was being passed from the diurnal formation 
on four columns, to that nocturnal on 
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two columns, and during this passage the presence of the cruisers with the task of file leader of the 
columns was very necessary. 

"The torpedoing of the Nigeria and the Cairo, the temporary unavailability of the Ashanti 
(leader of VI DD flotilla) during the operations for transfer of Admiral Burrough from the Nigeria 
and the separation of 4 DD " Hunt "for giving attendance to the two damaged cruisers, caused: 

- the temporary lack of the commander of Force X, 

- the lack of the file leaders of two columns, 

- the lack nearly the half of the escort of the convoy, 

- the loss for Force X of two ships assigned to the guide of the aerial fighters [ Nigeria and 
Cairo |. 


"Known that the Nigeria and the Cairo had been torpedoed I ordered to Charybdis, 
Eskimo and Somali to reinforce Force X". 

In "Narrative" (that is in the detailed chronological part) he therefore it exposed the events. 
"Towards the 19:56, while the positions previewed from the navigation norms were being assumed 
n. 21, the Nigeria, that it lead the column of left, was hit probably from a torpedo and within a few 
minutes also the Cairo, the tanker Ohio and another transport (probably the Brisbane Star) also 
was hit. 

"Rhe R. Admiral Commanding the 10" Cr Div. [ Burrough ] is of the opinion that all these 
losses were provoked from torpedo launch from or a more Sub, for how much it is not from 
excluding the possibility that the damage has been caused from mines. 

"No Sub was sighted some found with the Radar or with asdic. The time elapsed between 
the several explosions was such to exclude that the torpedo could have been launch from a single 
submarine. 

"However, however the things had gone, the Nigeria listed at once to the left of 13° and 
went around round on the right. At 20:10 the cruiser was under control of the Commander and at 
20:15 it was stopped in order transfer the Admiral and his General Staff on the Ashanti. 

"The while sideslip, as a result of the provisions ready adopted, had been reduced to 5° 
and at 20:30 the ship was in a position to proceeding for Gibraltar at 14 knots, for how much was 
nose heavy of the 11 feet [ approximately 3.3 meters ]. The Bicester and the Wilton followed it in 
order to escort it and during the night they were joined from the Derwent. 
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"The Ohio and the Brishane Star had to be temporary stopped, but soon after they 
continued well in route towards the south. 

"The Cairo, whose stern exploded and whose engines had been put outside service, was 
sunk from our ships as soon as it retrieves the survivors. 

"The effect of this series of disasters was that the convoy, also continuing in route towards 
Cape Bon, dispersed. 

"In the meantime the R. Adm Burrough, transferred to the Ashanti, directed in order to 
approach itself the convoy and to take of the direction. While it maneuvered for this purpose, the 
Ashanti with the Penn tried protect the convoy from imminent aerial attacks, spreading a smoke 
screen from the side of the luminous field of the western horizon. 

"At 20:38, approximately 25 minutes after the sunset of the sun, a hard aerial attack of 
bombers in dive and torpedo bombers had beginning that finished at 21:00. In this attack several 
transports were hit and two - Empire Hope and the Glenorchy - exploded or went to bottom later [ 
Empire Hope exploded and the Glenorchy then was ended from a Ms, as will be seen ]. 

"At 21:12 the Kenya was hit forward from a torpedo launch from a Sub, that it was seen 
from the ship. Another torpedo passed under the ship and others two in order little did not hit it 
astern. However the cruiser could continue navigation and soon after it joined the Manchester ". 

To this first relation, compiled by Admiral Syfret who was not more on the place, they 
were capacities during historical reconstruction of the facts some clarification and varying from 
the Admiralty, than we bring back here. 

"While the convoy tried to form itself on two columns, it was attacked from the air 
towards 20:30... The fighters of great autonomy coming from Malta were returning to the base and 
the convoy had already lost the two ships for the direction of the fighters [ Nigeria and Cairo ] so 
that to the enemy the task was facilitated. Approximately 20 "Ju.88" carried out attacks in dive and 
with torpedo [ the "Ju.88" was 30 and the 7 torpedo bombers were instead "He. 111"], hitting the 
Empire Hope with one bomb and the Clan Ferguson and the Brisbane Star with torpedo. Before 
these ships it had to be sunk, the second exploded and third it could later on catch up Malta. [ the 
Brisbane Star continued in independent way under the Tunisian coasts ended 
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at Susa: here, after to have endured a visit from part of the French Authorities and to have 
succeeded to obtain the permission to disembark the serious wounded, it departed the evening of 
the 13" and reached Malta the afternoon of the 14" exiting undamaged from an aerial attack that 
was covered from "Beaufighter" of the escort, which shot down one of the attackers]. 

"Soon after this attack, at 21:11, the Kenya was torpedoed from a submarine... 

"The situation was then following: the Kenya [damaged from a torpedo ] and the 
Manchester with two mercantile ships and the DD Intrepid, Icarus and Fury, that they were 
sweeping ahead, they had already passed the Channel of Skerki and were directing in order to 
exceed the Zembra island in route for Cape Bon the Ashanti, with R.Adm. Burrough aboard, was 
quickly reordering the bulk of the formation. The others three DD - Pathfinder, Penn, Ledbury - 
were re-uniting the others nine mercantile ships that during the aerial attack had been scattered 
along the route. The Bramham, was returning from the Rocks of the Cani, with the survivors of the 
SS Deucalion. The Charybdis, the Eskimo and the Somalis (send in reinforcement from Admiral 
Syfret) were still far. 

"The bulk of the formation passed towards midnight [23:54 with the head unit ] to the 
height of Cape Bon". 


Confronting the elements contained in these two versions of the facts with the and aerial 
relationships of our naval Command, it seem of being able to conclude as it follows. 

The Sub Axum had the exceptional luck to hit at the same time (with the torpedo launch to 
fan) the Nigeria, the Cairo and the Ohio. The Sub Alagi hit at 21:05 the Kenya and at 21:10 Clan 
Ferguson. 

To the 23:46, a little before that the head of the convoy reached Cape Bon, the Sub Bronzo 
sank a SS damaged with a fire principle aboard, escorted from a DD, and saw it to sink upsetting. 
Probably it was Empire Hope, that it had been hit from aerial bombs in the attack of the 20:30 — 
21:00. 

Moreover at 19:30 the Sub Dessié had launch four torpedo, estimating of to have hit two 
ships: but of this attack no signal is made in the English relations. 


From part of the aircrafts they were hit: 
- with bombs around 20:38 the Empire Hope and the Glenorchy, 
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- with torpedo around at 20:38 the Brisbane Star the Clan Ferguson; 

- with torpedo at 19:40 (in attack separated near the island of the Cani) the Deucalion. 

As far as the Clan Ferguson, it must be specified that we of it retrieved 53 survivors, 
including the Commander (Mr. A.R. Cossar): in their declarations they were all agrees in asserting 
that the ship had been torpedoed at 21:10 (and therefore from the Alagi) and not already in the 
begun aerial attack at 20:30. 


Exceeded Cape Bon at 24:00, the convoy entered in the zone of ambush of the Ms and the 
Mas. 

On this part of traverse the all the English relations do not contain detailed news and that 
is explained is with the disorganization of the convoy, is, with the character of fray assumed from 
the fight for effect of numerous the unexpected attacks you execute yourself to high speed from 
the "Italian and German smalls boat". Two had the impression to have some sunk English, but in 
truth all returned to the bases. 

The same admiral Burrough could only make the point of the situation the morning of 13", 
at daybreak. 

According to the reports of our Ms and German Mas and the Ms they would have been 
sinks or hit more ships than those existing: but it cannot be excluded that some of they have been 
hit many times, from different boats. In any case, following the integrated Italian reports from the 
insufficient news of British source, a likely reconstruction of the events can be tried, which the 
situation controlled to the end of the night from the Commander of Force X will make from 
validation without appeal possibility. 

Towards the 01:00 the DD Ashanti observed, near the beacon of Kelibia, two antenna 
mines to slip along the side to three meters of distance: probably it was be a matter of arms, which 
they had cut to the dredging moorings the DD ahead to the formation. 

To the same hour the Germanic Ms S.59 (Leiut. Mliller) believed to hit a steamboat with 
two torpedo in the point lat. 37° 14’ long. 11° 06' (approximately 5 miles for NNE from Cape 
Bon); but no signal is made in the British relations this episode. 

At 01:02 the Ms 16 (Leiut. Cmdr. Manuti) and 22 (Lieut. Mezzadra) sighted opposing 
ships near Ras Mustafa. Ms /6 attacked a cruiser and at 01:04 from 800 meters it launch the right 
torpedo, without 


Page. 429 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
434 

















Il Mas 553. 


23 — Mas 553 


Page. 430 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
435 


























L’ATTENDOLO a Messina con la prua asportata. 
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to hit for irregular trajectory of the torpedo, that it turned aside because of the bad operation of the 
gyroscope of maneuver of the vertical rudder. 

While Ms 16 maneuvered in order to redeem itself, it was found in favorable position in 
order launch against an other cruiser and from 600 meters at 01:07 it launch to the torpedo of left. 
After 27 seconds he saw the posterior part of the cruiser to raise itself and to illuminate of a red- 
orange glimmer. Ms 22 launch also, hitting the same ship with a second torpedo. The two Ms 
defiladed along the convoy under an intense fire. 

The hit cruiser was the Manchester. At 01:40 the DD Pathfinder was berthed and "after an 
argument between the two Commanders, embarked 150 men of the crew then, continuing in order 
to join with Force X according to the orders received". 

The Manchester, for decision of its Commander, was abandoned by the crew at, 02:45 and 
sank at 05:50. A part of the men earned the coast and had interned from the French Authorities. 
The 1300 persons they were collections from the DD. 

At 02:00 the English formation was sighted from the Ms 26 (Lieut. Bencini) 7 miles to 
south of Ras Mustafa. The Ms, sighted in its turn and illuminated from the floodlight of a DD, was 
made sign to an intense fire of artillery and machine-gunner on the left side. While it tried to go 
away turning on the right, it fell in makes us of light of others two floodlights from that side and 
under the fire of other machine-gunner. Then it returned on the left, defilading for the opposite 
direction to a steamboat that also machine gunned it, returning fire from the machine-gunner of the 
Ms exceeded. the steamboat saw to a thousand of meters for 500 of the prow on the left a cruiser, 
that it judged of the type "Arethusa". At 02:20 it launch against it two torpedoes, and thought to hit 
it in full load, while in truth it missed. Illuminated and chased from DD, machine gunned and 
cannonaded from them and the cruiser, it succeeded to escape running towards Ras Mustafa and 
launch antisubmarine depth charges ahead to the pursuers; entrance in the minefield, at 02:45 the 
DD stopped to chase it and it exited undamaged from the fray. 

At 02:10, in same waters where little before it had churned the Ms 26, it was the section of 
the Ms 25 (Lieut. Pear) and 23 (Lieut. Patrone) to sight a large steamboat. Illuminated from the 
floodlights and taken of sight from intense fire, Ms 25 maneuvered in order to redeem itself. 
Finding itself in favorable position it launch from strong distance 


Page. 432 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
without to hit against an unit that it estimated to be a cruiser, and one went away throwing in sea 
antisubmarine depth charges in order to prevent a pursuit. Ms 23 did not arrive not even to the 
launch. The behavior of the section was judged lacking aggressive spirit. 

While Ms 3/ (Lieut. Calvani) had intercepted signal of discovery made from Ms 22 and at 
01:30 it was carried towards the convoy, locking itself under the coast in order to put itself in 
conditions of more favorable light. 

At 01:50 it little saw the enemy formation to south of Kelibia. Discovery from the 
floodlights, went away returning soon after to the attack and launch two torpedo from 700 meters 
against a DD and a SS that was outlined on the ahead of the first. It hit the SS, that was the 
Glenorchy and that sank at 02:15. Then Ms 3/ was put behind the formation, following it and 
communicating of the movements by radio. 

At 03:15, reached the limit of the zone assigned them for the ambush, it stopped to follow 
the formation and reversed the route directing towards the north. It saw another group of ships and 
it was put to precede communicating them of the movements. Discovery at 04:10, went away. 

At 05:15 it sighted two SS and it went to the attack of one of them, launched against (in 
lack of torpedo) antisubmarine depth charges. The SS avoided the explosions turning away and 
signaling the encounter to a DD, that chased Ms 3/, which succeeded to escape. Lost of sight the 
DD, returned on the point where it had hit the Glenorchy, and of it collected some survivors 
among which was the First Official (Mr. Hanney). 


While: 

- at 02,45 the Charybdis and the DD Eskimo and Somali had reached the head of the 
formation; 

- at 03:10 the Mas 552 (Lieut. Perasso) had launch against a SS, estimated of 18 thousand 
tons, escorted from a DD. the SS had been stopped; 

- at 03,14 the German Ms S.30 (Lieut. Weber) and $.36 (Lieut. Brauns) torpedoed two SS 
to 22 miles for 170° from Ras Mustafa; of it they hit with certainty only one, the Rochester Castle; 

- at 03:40 the Mas 554 (Lieut. Calcagno) had launch against a SS of approximately 8000 
tons, sinking it; 

- at 04:10 our r.t. stations they had intercepted marks them S.O.S. launch from the SS 
Wairangi) 

- At 04:48 the Mas 557 (Ensign. Cafiero) had launch on a ship, 
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appreciated being a oil tanker. The ship had been stopped and the Mas, returned to the attack, had 
hit it with a second torpedo provoking a fire; 

- at 05:00 the Mas 564 (Helmsman. 2" class. Iafrate) had launch a torpedo against a SS, 
without to hit it; the succeeding was returned to attack with, release under the violent fire of the 
escort; 

- at the same hour German Ms S.30 had torpedoed a SS in a point to miles 34 for 127° 
from Ras Mustafa; 

- finally, at 05:08 the Mas 553 (Lieut. Paolizza) had attacked a ship judged a oil tanker, 
hitting it with two torpedo and assisting to its explosion. 

These the events, according to how much were appreciated from the Ms and the Mas. And 
obvious that us they could be esteem errors, both in results and in the appreciation of the type of 
the ships attacked or hit: Since, as an example, there was a single oil tanker (Ohio) some Mas had 
badly appreciated. 

However both, from the English relationship and gained that between 03:15 and 04:30 hit 
ships they were particularly those that, being remained behind, they had assumed independent 
route short in order to join the rest of the convoy, and therefore less were protect: Rochester 
Castle, Elisa Saint, Glenorchy, Wairangi, Almeria Lyke, the penultimate had been hit in the area of 
the engines and last to forward of hold n. 1. Four of they lost: only the Rochester Castle could be 
rejoined with 13 knots the convoy at 05:30, two hours after to have been torpedoed. 

The shipwrecked of the Wairangi and of the Almeria Lykes they were collected from the 
DD Eskimo and Somaii. 

At dawn of 13 August - made, so to speak, the appeal - the bulk of the convoy did not 
comprise that the DD Ashanti, Intrepid, Icarus, Fury, Eskimo, Somalis; the cruisers Kenya and 
Charybdis, the SS Melbourne Star, Waimarama, Rochester Castle. 

The Ohio was damaged to slow motion, 5 miles more behind, escorted by the Ledbury. 

To 10 miles towards the northwest the Port Chalmers escorted from the DD Pathfinder 
and Bramham proceeded finally), far away from the horizon, the DD Penn that with the Bramham 
had collected the crew of the Saint Elisa, abandoned. The Penn ran in order to catch up to the 
formation, 
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while the Saint Elisa would have been sunk more late from a German bomber. 

The SS Dorset continued isolated. Finally the Brisbane Star (hit at 20:30 from an airplane 
torpedo) was directed to Susa. 

As soon as begun the dawn the convoy was joined from "Beaufighter" and "Spitfire" of 
great range, sent from Malta for protection from the high. 

At 07:12 Admiral Burrough sent the Eskimo and the Somalis in aid of the Manchester, 
with the order to go then directly to Gibraltar. This DD collected some shipwrecked of the Almeria 
Lykes and the Wairangi and then 150 men of the Mancbester, than collectives found themselves on 
"Carley" type life rafts, continuing then towards the west. 


The rests of the British formation continued for Malta that towards 08:00 hours toed be 
distant some of approximately 120 miles. 

Before dawn of the 13" 6 reconnaissance aircraft left from the fields of the Sicily in order 
to explore as many contiguous strips of sea between the meridians of Pantelleria and Malta, 
replaced then without solution of continuity from as many reconnaissance aircraft for all the day, 
so as to be able to follow the convoy constantly. 

Approximately at 06:10 it would have been attacked, without positive results, from 6 
"He.111" in offensive recognition: but of this attack it is not mention in the English reports. 

At 08:10 the convoy was attacked from a dozen of "Ju.88", two of the which poor several 
bombs on the SS Waimarama that exploded instantaneously. The DD Ledbury succeeded with 
dared sacrifice spirit to save of some survivors in the scattered inflamed naphtha sea. 

Between 09:20 and 09:30 new attack, executed from 8 Ju.87. with Italian crews, escorted 
from 11 Mc.202., against the group constituted from Port Chalmers, Dorset and Ohio. They were 
close frames from bombs fallen to the Kenya, that it was in head to the left column, and to the 
Ohio that was found in tail to the right column. A Ju.87., hit from the a.a. guns of the Ohio and the 
Ashanti, it smashed against the side of the Ohio (other British source, against the side of the 
Ashanti) after to have uncoupled the bombs. Another Ju.87. was shot down from fighters of Malta 
and one Spitfire was victim of the defense a.a. of the same ships. 

At 10:50 a third attack, completed from a score of Ju.88. and 
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"Ju.87". The framed Ohio gives damages received near to the engines. The Rochester Castle was 
set afire, but it could continue in route. The Dorset was hit and forced to stop itself. The convoy 
continued leaving the DD Penn, Ledbury and Bramham to assist the Ohio and the Dorset. 

At 11:25 fourth attack, lead from 5 "S.79" torpedo bombers escorted from 14 "Mc.202". A 
mine entangled in the paravane of the Port Chalmers, but the steamboat succeeded to get rid of it 
without that it exploded. A '"S.79" was shot down from the enemy fighter. The last attack endured 
from the convoy was this. According to the English the attempted attacks were demolish 
successfully by the fighters of Malta, before that they reach the objective. Of fact between 16:00 
and 19:00 they left from the bases in several resumptions a group of forty of aircrafts escorted 
offensives of varied type from a about fifty of fighters, that then returned without to find the target, 
but whom did not obtain success. 

Towards 19:00 were moreover are left 14 others "Ju.87" aircraft, returning at 20:15 after to 
have attacked and sunk, according to their impression, two cargo vessels. Effectively they hit the 
Ohio and the Dorset, that with serious damages they were still laboriously directing towards 
Malta, while the others three surviving steamboats were already arriving in the Grand Harbour of 
the Valletta. Here that as it had happened. 

At 14:30 Group of the escort, exited from Malta - as previewed - in order to leave Force X 
free, it had met the convoy. The Group, under the command of the Comdr. Jerome, was constituted 
from 4 MS and 7 MTB (See paragraph 44/ A). 

This Group, that it had swept to end from the morning the route that would have covered 
the convoy approaching itself Malta, had detached the Rye and two MTB in aid of the oil tanker 
Ohio, that was "of vital importance" for Malta. 

At 16:00 Admiral Burrough had invert the route with the two cruisers and the five DD, 
remained with him after the endured losses and damages, being some other detached DD for 
attendance to ships damaged. 

Soon after 18:00 hours they were joints in port by the Port Chalmers, the Melbourne Star 
and the Rochester Castle: only the first two were undamaged. 

The Ohio, the Dorset and the Brisbane Star was still at sea. 

The Dorset and the Ohio were remained stopped after the attacks endured that 
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morning, assisted by the DD Penn and Bramham that they had tried in van to tow them. 

The Rye had joined the Ohio at 17:30 and it had taken it under tow with the Penn, while 
the Bramham remained near the Dorset. 

Two ships (Ohio and Dorset) to being hit from the 14 "Ju.87" these were just raised in 
flight at 19:00. The Dorset went to bottom at 20:14, while the Ohio, although the enormous 
damages which had many blows embed from Cape Bon and later, could arrive at Malta. 

The last vicissitudes of the odyssey of this oil tanker were these, than - like all the ships of 
this type - it was much difficult to sink. 

At dawn of the 14" it was still at sea under tow. Assisted by the DD Ledbury reached also, 
that it had to edge the survivors of the Waimarama and had completed another mission of which 
we will say between short. Commander Jerome arrived moreover with the Speedy and 2 MTB, 
having sent - after the arrival in port of the first three steamboats - to the rest of its small units 
encounter to the Brisbane Star that was coming from Susa. 

At 10:45 on the group, constituted from the Ohio and the units that towed it and they 
assisted it, an aerial attack was developed that broke towing cables, while the fighters shot down 
two of the attacking aircrafts. 

Ended the attack and spread new cables, the towing was resumed and finally the Ohio 
reached destination towards 08:00 hours of the morning of the 15". The Brisbane Star you already 
had arrived the evening of the 14", 

Returning to the Ledbury, this DD - after to have retrieved the shipwrecked of the 
Waimarama - it had for error from Malta the order to go along the Tunisian coasts in search of the 
Manchester (than vice versa already it had gone to bottom, like it has been seen) and therefore it 
had only arrived the near the Ohio at 14:00. 

During its race in Tunisian waters it had probably shot down two "S.79" torpedo bombers. 
Here as the lacked return can be attributed to such DD to the base of the two Italian aircrafts. 

Based on signaling of the presence of English ships damaged or to slow motion in waters 
of Tunisia to south of the Channel of Sicily, had left at 14:30 of the 13" from the Sicily three 
braces of "S.79" torpedo bombers in offensive recognition. A brace had sighted in the Gulf of 
Hammamet a large isolated steamboat (was the Brisbane 
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Star directed to Susa), against which it had launch two torpedo that for defect of disappear 
operation under water as soon as launch. The second brace was returned after three hours of flight 
without to have made some encounter. Third did not return. Since in the English relationship it is 
said that the Ledbury had been attacked from two torpedo bombers and that had shot down them, 
must be thought exact the appreciation made from the DD to have had the luck to shoot down 
them both. 

At 02:15 of the 14" it was sent from Trapani, where it had returned after to have put down 
the mines, the DD Malocello in order to intercept a damaged SS that from made signaling it turned 
out to south of Pantelleria. At 11:02 wide slick of naphtha seen and wreckage 35 miles to south of 
Pantelleria, after to have given hunting for a sure time from the 06:40 in then presuming 
submarine. It was accompanied from an airplane of the r.m. to which it ordered to explore a wide 
zone, but at 13:00 the airplane reported not to have any sight. Then the DD directed in order to 
return to Trapani, where it reached at 19:30 of same day 14". It was for all the day, from the dawn 
until the return in port, escorted from Italian or German patrols of fighters. 


c) The return of the Forces to Gibraltar. (Graphical n. 24). 


1 — The traverse of Force Z and the return of Force R. 

The Force Z, invert the route at 18:55 of the 12% continued towards Gibraltar to 18 knots, 
as it has been said. For all the 13" the Force Z continued with a westerly route apparently not 
sighted from our recognition aircraft. 

In truth the 13", also being our concentrated aerial activity against the convoy in 
navigation for Malta, reconnaissance aircraft of the Sardinia were send to you in exploration in the 
Western Mediterranean. 

At 15:20, as a result of the sight happened a little before 1 BB, 4 DD and 4 other imprecise 
ships in lat. 37° 28' long. 06° 45' (approximately 30 miles to NNE of Cape Bougaroni) with route 
270°, they left give it to Sardinia 4 "S.79" torpedo bombers that attacked the formation and 
thought to have hit the greater ship. It could not but be a matter of Force Z, than it was found soon 
at that hour a little to the north of Algeria. It was more probable that be a matter of the Nigeria 
damaged in route for Gibraltar with the escort of 4 DD: in fact the English relationship says that 
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at 15:15 the Nigeria was attacked from 3 torpedo bombers, but that the in order in parallel with the 
wakes of the torpedo avoiding the attack. 

Numerous airplane of varied type left from the Sardinia around 17:30 in order attacking a 
CV that had been marked stopped to north of Biserta. Recognized wrong the sight, they were 
recalled to base. 

The morning another aerial attack misses 20 miles west of La Galite had happened, against 
the Foresight that proceeded to towing of the Tartar. But when the aircrafts reached on the place, 
towards noon, the Foresight already had been sunk at 09:50 from the Tartar, than in its turn it had 
directed strongly speed in order to join to the "Nigeria" group. 

The group "Nigeria" at 16:44 of the 14", five miles to south of the Alboran island, avoided 
some torpedo launch from a submarine; in that moment the Nigeria was strongly protected, 
because to the 4 DD that already accompanied it 4 others were added sent encounter to the cruiser 
from Gibraltar, than had joined to the group before the attack of the submarine. This had to be the 
U. 73, that it had two days before sunk the Eagle. 

While at 23:00 of the 13" the Force Z, after to have forwarded for Gibraltar the damaged 
CV Indomitable, with the BB Rodney and 5 DD, had invert the route in order to meet Force X that 
was coming from Malta. Reached the height of Algeria, the Force Z intercrossed on the place until 
15:00 of the day after (14) when received from Force X a message that said to find itself to noon to 
16 miles to north of Cape Bougaroni at 20 knots with route 272° - it directed encounter, gathering 
with it at 18:00. The two Forces joined therefore arrived at Gibraltar at 18:00 of the 15". 

The arrivals to Gibraltar of the other small groups constituted from the isolated ships or 
damaged, with their escort, happened as it follows: 

- at 19:00 of the 12" the Furious arrived, that it had completed the mission of launch of the 
fighters for Malta; 

- at 17:00 approximately of the 14 the "Indomitable" Group arrived; 

- at 00:10 of the 15" the Nigeria arrived; 

- at 05:30 of the 15" the DD Eskimo and Somali reached; 

- the morning of the 16" Force R arrived, after that had intercrossed in the zone assigned 
to them until when was not sure that Force X did not have need of being resupplied. 
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The Wolverine, that remained with the seriously damaged bow for the ramming of the 
Dagabur; one had joined to the "Nigeria" Group while assisted from the Malcolm it was on the 
way of returned to Gibraltar. 


2 - Traverse of Force X. 


Force X, invert the route near Malta at 16:00 of the 13% exceeded the Cape Bon at 01:40 
of the 14", 

Just while it was turning around the Cape, the Mas 556 (Lieut. Sala) who found in 
ambush, sighted three of the ships that composed Force X (graphical n. 23). He appreciated that 
was be a matter of 2 TB and of 1 large DD. Was uncovered in his turn, illuminated with the 
floodlights and fact hit by intense fire. Maneuvering skillfully, Mas 556 succeeded launch at 01:43 
two torpedo at 500 meters of the greatest distance against of the three units and then to redeem 
itself unharmed, launch antisubmarine bombs ahead to the two torpedo boats that chased him after 
the launch. He thought to have hit the target, but that did not answer to truth. 

At 04:50 in waters of the Scogli Fratelli, Force X was sighted from the Sub Granito, that it 
was already in alarm from the signal of discovery launch from Mas 556 the submarine launch in 
three resumptions 5 torpedoed in braces (of the first brace, did not leave, because had not been 
able to timely open the hatch of closing of the torpedo tube) (graphical n. 23). The submarine had 
the impression, hearing several explosions, of to have hit. According to the British relation, one of 
the torpedo in order was little avoided from the Ashanti, and the Kenya - sighted nearest the 
Granito - tried to ram, but did not succeed it find itself in the inside of the circle of evolution of the 
cruiser. 

To the first lights of the dawn appeared the first reconnaissance aircraft, when Force X 
was found to SSE of La Galite, "announcing of next aerial attacks, that they had in fact beginning 
at 07:30 and finished at 13:15". 

The relation of Admiral Syfret says: "At 09:12 the long series of attacks was had first of 
one, carried out from a sure number of "Ju.88". The Kenya at 09:42 had some bombs burst very 
close: later on to a small fire in the premises boilers To [probably that forward one] it had to 
reduce slightly the speed. From 10:00 to 13:00 there were nearly continuous attacks from part 
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of bombers in dive and level, of torpedo bombers and aircrafts at a low altitude for it puts down it 
of mines or for the launch of torpedo to circular distance”. 

From the book of General Santoro (Volume II) is found: 

"The first three attempts of attack of Force X are execute the 14" from 17" Ju.88 ", are left 
in three successive formations of 3, 6, 8 aircrafts between 04:33 and the 06:47: they do not achieve 
any success and lost an aircraft. 

"Between 10:30 and 10:50 attack the British ships two 9 formations of "Ju.88" each and a 
formation of 13 "Ju.87", whose crews appreciate to have hit two cruisers and to have placed 
bombs close to other ships... [These attacks would have to comprise that one reported from 
English at 09:42: the phase-difference of an hour is not comprised, less than, at 09:42 they had not 
attacked the 8 "Ju.88" departing from the base at 06:47]. 

"At 11.30 fifteen" S.84 "bombers attack Force X: the salvo of the bombs turns out precise 
in launch, but without visible results, given the fast turns of maneuver of the British ships. 

"At 12:00 hours, the same ships come attacked from 8 "S.79 " torpedo bombers of the 
Sardinia: framed from violent a.a. fire the formation it does not succeed to develop the 
simultaneous attack and is forced to subdivide itself in more groups. The crews think to have hit a 
cruiser. 

"Soon after, at 12:50, the attack is repeated from 8" S.79 "torpedo bombers is departing 
from the Sicily: the crews think to have hit a cruiser. 

"At 13:25 a last attack to the ships from part of 4" S.79 "torpedo bombers is had departing 
from the Sicily; the action does not achieve results and an aircraft, hit from the a.a. shooting, is 
forced to land in Tunisia. 

"Finally, 37" Germanic Ju.88 "and 5" He.111.", depart between 13:00 and 18:30 in several 
resumptions, return to their bases without to have sighted the enemy ships". 

After 13:30 Force X continued undisturbed, joined with Force Z - as it has been seen - at 
18:00 of same day 14. 
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46" - Secondary Operations 

1 - Operation "Ascendant". 

In time order, this was before to having beginning. 

The Operation consisted - as it has been said in paragraph 42 in making to return to 
Gibraltar from Malta the SS Troilus and Orari, with the supply of the DD Matchless and 
Badsworth. 

The four ships, constituent Force Y, left Malta at 20:30 of 10 August. The i in waters 
to south of the Sicily, they were flown over from aircraft of the Axis, but, having painted in 
covered the distinguished of the Italian ships, they were not disturbed: the stratagem obtained its 
effect. 

The night of the 11" at 22:00, the Y Force they encountered the DD Malocello that was in 
order to execute laying of mines in the Channel of Sicily (see paragraph 44). 

The DD was the first one to sight of the light darkened ships 6 miles for 154° from Cape 
Bon, while from the opposite part (that is on the right side) saw Mas 552 and 553, of whose 
presence had been perceived. 

The DD approached at once towards the west in order to approach the coast and reduced 
the speed to 12 knots in order to diminish the probability of being uncovered. Soon after it was be 
a matter of 2 SS and 2 DD (exactly that Force Y) with route towards north. The Malocello thought 
that it was be a matter of an Italian or French convoy, than it had not been indicated between the 
previewed encounter, and decided to complete its main mission, that it was that one to put down 
the mines, being tried to pass unnoticed. 

In fact the Force Y did not see it that is, when it did not pass to the height of the second 
steamboat, when the English DD file leader found from 40° to 50° to across to the left. At 22:25, 
when the Malocello in its turn found the foretold DD in aft fields, it saw to leave from this ship 
two rounds that exploded approximately 400 meters astern across to the left. 

The Malocello answered endured with its aft 120 mm system. After an exchange of the 
little gunfire the convoy turned towards the east, while the English DD, after to have avoided the 
salvo of the Malocello, ignited the floodlight and illuminated it, comprising in the light bundle also 
the flag. Mistaking it for a French minesweeper, it extinguished the floodlight and it continued in 
route. 
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The Malocello, that it had put to 20 knots and it had turned on the left in order putting in 
field all and the three 120 mm. systems, stopped the fire in its turn and between the 22:45 and the 
23:13 put down the mines where it had been ordered. 

The Force Y continued for Gibraltar. On 12 August was many times flown over from 
reconnaissance aircraft, always tricks by the Italian distinguished. And therefore it arrived 
undamaged to Gibraltar towards 10:00 hours of 14 August. 

On purpose of episode of Malocello, can to observe that, if it had avoided to doubt of the 
exactitude of the nocturnal encounter that it had been communicate to you, could of course have 
attacked Force Y: but, covered with burden of mines, faced to a superior force, would have found 
in a very dangerous situation. Freedom of action it could feel authorized to after to have only 
completed the mine laying mission that it had been entrusted. 


2 - Operation "M.G.3" 

This Operation had the diversionary goal - as Admiral Harwood wrote -"to avoid that the 
enemy could employ all the weight of its naval and aerial forces against the convoy coming from 
Gibraltar". 

The evening of 10 August left Said Port three steamboats (convoy M.W.12), accompanied 
by 3 Cr and 10 DD; the morning of the 11" Admiral Vian with 1 SS exited from Haifa, 2 Cr and 5 
DD. 

The two groups joined the same day and were sailing until the meridian of Alexandria, 
that they caught up to the twilight, inverting therefore the route and separating themselves during 
the night. 

While, in order to obtain some happening against Italian ships that they had left the bases, 
a Sub had been put in ambush in front of Navarino (where it was found the gm Division) and others 
two Sub had been locate in a zone 100 miles to WSW of Crete, around to a point until which the 
convoy in the afternoon of the 13" would have been pushed, as if it had had to continue towards 
Malta. Our F. N. but did not move, because as it has been said - Supermarina knew instinctively 
that it was be a matter of a diversion operation. 

"The single interesting aspect - Admiral Harwood wrote - of this small operation was a 
remarkable disappointment manifested from the crews of the cargo vessels when they noticed that 
it was a feint rather than a shipment for Malta". 
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It is in order to mainly attract our attention to the east, is in order to bring some damage to 
us, was executed a bombardment of the port of Rhodes and the airport of Maritza, between the 
23:11 of the 12" and 01:45 of the 13", with a group of 2 Cr and 4 DD under the command of the 
R.Adm. To J. Power. Mas 536 and 545 attacked the English F. N. without successes, finding itself 
in cruise of vigilance to the off of the coast of Rhodes. The damages provoke on land were not 
seriously reduced to some fire and a few factories hit. 

The naval bombardment had been preceded of by a few minutes from an aerial attack of 
the R.A.F. on the airport, and then the aircrafts had illuminated the Zone in order to facilitate the 
fire of the ships; but the up smoke as a result of the aerial bombing prevented to observe the results 
of the shooting. 


3 - Special operation. 

One to the south of the mouth of the Simeto in the field of Catania was completed by a 
few commandos disembarks the night to between the 11 to the 12 from the English Sub Una. 

The commandos disembarked were six: 3 officers, 1 non-commissioned officer and 2 
soldiers, all English. 

They only succeeded to complete a single action of sabotage: the explosion of four mines 
to the base of a pylon of the transport of current to low tension between Siracusa and Catania. 

Soon they were captured: the non-commissioned officer from two financial polices in 
proximity of Simeto; the others five at 07:00 of the 12" by some fishermen. 


4 - Activity of the Sub in ambush to the north of Sicily. 

This activity was determined from the sortie to sea of the 3™ and 7" Division. 

The 7” Division had left Cagliari at 20:00 of the 11"; the 3" Division sortie from Messina 
at 09:40 of the 12": the Attendolo, assigned to the vi Division, was instead sortie from Naples 
(where it was found at the end of a period of repairs) at 09:30 of the 12". 

The two Divisions and Attendolo joined at 19:00 of the 12" in a point of the Lower 
Tyrrhenian (See Diagram n. 22). 

At 22:37 of the 12" the Legionario found by the "Dete" opposing aircrafts. And in effects, 
to that hour the English recognition - that it held under surveillance the Lower Tyrrhenian, based 
on the experience of the middle of 
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June - it signaled the presence of 4 cruisers and 8 DD, approximately 80 miles to the north of the 
western extremity of Sicily, with route to the south. 

This naval force could have met the convoy still scattered and damaged, the morning of 
the 13" to the south of Pantelleria. Therefore English, for the sake of intimation stratagem of our 
Commands, gave in language clearly the order illuminant to the reconnaissance aircraft launch 
flares and to attack. 

But at 00:30 of the 13") to a score of miles from Cape San Vito, the Naval Force turned 
for the east for the wide exposed reasons in paragraph 43. 

At 01:40 the reconnaissance aircraft, that it was of the type "Wellington", communicated 
to have dropped its bombs without apparent result. 

Analogous orders were given to the reconnaissance aircraft that were alternated in the task 
to follow the Italian F.N., asking they moreover to signal their position in order to allow imaginary 
aircrafts "Liberator" to bomb the F. N.. That always with the goal to avoid that the Italians 
changed decision, returning towards the west in order to intercept the convoy. 

After turning towards the east the 7" Division directed for Naples while the 3" - which it 
was joined Attendolo - it continued towards Messina. The Sub Safari, that it was in ambush to 
north of Palermo, did not have opportunity to attack. Instead the Unbroken, in ambush to 
northwest of the mouth of the Strait of Messina, launched 4 torpedoes, of which one hit the 
Bolzano and one the Attendolo. Is was 08:06 of the 13". 

The Bolzano was hit towards the center of the hull; Attendolo had all the bow removed. 

The Bolzano had, with a serious fire aboard, carried aground on the coast of the island of 
Panarea at 13:30; On 15 September could be towed to Naples in order to execute the repairs. 

The Attendolo instead succeeded, assisted and protect from numerous ship exited also 
from Messina, to reach this locality under own means at 18:45, after also to have rejected aerial 
attacks that were raged against of it. 

The 7” Division reached Naples at 11:00 of same day of the 13"; the 3 Division (reduced 
to the Gorizia and the Trieste with the only the DD Camicia Nera, having left the other DDs to 
protection of the hit cruisers) entered to Messina at 11:45. 
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The Unbroken was not only fortunate in the execution of the attack (fortune comparable to 
that one that had our Axum), but also in exiting without damages from the fury of the hunting that 
was given to it for eight hours: its commander (Lieut. A.C.G. Mars) counted 105 explosions of 
depth charges. 


5 - British aerial operations. 

In our exposure we have cited the attacks completed from English aircrafts against the 
airfields of the southern Sardinia. 

We think opportune to synthesize in complete way such type of activity, than one joined to 
that one carried out at sea. 

The aircrafts of the R.A.F. of Malta they carried out the following missions of bombing: 

- the 11", from 20:10 to 21:35, against the airports of the zone of Cagliari; 

- the 1p. at 02:45 and from 21:10 to 22:03, against Pantelleria; from 00:45 to 03:15 
against the airports of the zone of Cagliari; 

- the 13", from 01:05 to 03:45, against the zone of Trapani; from 05:15 to 05:45, against 
Pantelleria. 

They are already illustrated results obtained from attacking against the aeronautics 
systemizing in Sardinia, that particularly they were taken of sight. 


47" - Impressions of the protagonists 

Supermarina concluded its report on the complex action of contrast executed from many 
units with these considerations: 

"The operations plan of the enemy appeared inspired to avoid every surprise and not to 
incur in analogous operations to those of the battle of Pantelleria of June last year. The imposing 
with of naval forces employed for the escort to the convoy and the important participation of 
aircraft carriers confirms such hypothesis. 

"The importance of the convoy does not have need of particular demonstrations. Of the 
elevated tonnage of all the steamboats is new evidence, the majority of which could not constitute 
also one precious share of the Anglo-Saxon Navy cargo vessels, dealing itself 


Page. 447 


3/24/2017 
USMMS - Naval Actions in the Mediterranean 
of somewhat fast ships, and the presence of more oil tankers. 

"It is not, however, due to lack the surprise in the enemy field for the employment to mass 
our insidious naval means (submersible and Mas), than, in the attack to the heavy opposing 
formation, they have supplied a highest rendering. To the Italian naval ships goes unquestionably 
attributed to the sinking of 2 cruisers and 4 steamboats and the sure damaging at least 1 DD and 3 
or 4 steamboats. 

"All the crews of the submarines, the torpedo boats and the Mas have demonstrated, in the 
violent actions with the enemy, to possess high degree of moral and material preparation and the 
praiseworthily daring. 

"If the lost ships of war by the enemy, the exceptional percentage of destructions 
completed in the convoy (not less than 80 thousand tons (1) of cargo ships) and the huge amount 
of damaged ships are considered, than for along time they will have to remain combat outside, the 
cycle of operations that has been carried out in the Mediterranean from the 10 to 14 August goes 
numbered between the more important that they have been taken place in this sea from the 
beginning of the conflict. And the enemy, although its reticence in the admissions, have had to 
accuse the sensitive blow, of whose victorious outcome the Italians sailors and the air have been 
courageous craftsmen ". 

For how much it concerns the Aeronautics we bring back some comments contained in the 
work of General Santoro. 

"The results achieved from the air forces were modest and however equal to the means 
employed, to the engagement of the crews, the losses from these endured. Many factors influenced 
on the rendering of the actions of the Aeronautics, among which the misfortune (lacked explosion 
of the bomb of 630 kg on the flight deck the Victorious, the damages to the aircraft of the 
commander for the radio-controlled " S.79", scuttling of two mines, the mine entangled in the 
paravane of the Port Chalmers, etc.). 

"First of all it is from noticing that the new means used in those actions had been prepared 
nearly on the eve of the battles of mid August: their employment had therefore character more than 
other 


(1) In truth the tonnage of the steamboats sink amounted to 91,500 tons. 
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the experiments, in how much it was lacked the better time for one of them put to point and in 
order to study the more convenient launch or employment procedures. 

"In the second place, the destruction for strafing on the fields of Elmas and Decimomannu, 
5 torpedo bombers" S.79 "and the damaging of others made to increase in the action of 12 August, 
on the whole of the torpedo bombers, the percentage of the" $.84", demonstrated once again 
insufficient actions to that employment, Like of the rest also to others”. 

After to have made several considerations on the availability of the fighters, the 
difficulties of the recognition and some errors of appreciation made from the reconnaissance 
aircraft (like the signaling of two CV in damaged the 13", in the Channel of Sicily and one to 
north of Biserta, with consequent waste of offensives means against nonexistent targets), he 
concludes: 

"All the reasons now exposed and the lacked participation the naval Divisions made that, 
also with exceptionally serious losses, British Navy reached strategic success to restore Malta 
[with the arrival of five steamboats, of which three damaged] in conditions for carrying in the two 
following months a remarkable contribution to victory [for England] the final phase of the battle in 
Egypt". 

We cannot that to make ours this conclusion. 

Here now the main impressions of Admiral Syfret, that more they have directed 
relationship with the Mediterranean phase of the operations. 

"The attacks on the aerodromes of the Sardinia and the Sicily, carried out from formations 
of bombers of Malta and of Egypt, they brought a remarkable contribution to our plan, Since it is 
thought that they have reached effective results. 

"The losses suffered from Force F were painfully serious, since the number of the ships 
that succeeded to arrive to Malta was unsatisfactorily low. But if better results have not been 
achieved, I cannot for this find errors in the conduct of the staff of the naval force. To the contrary, 
all the commanders have, generous, praised the high moral and the spirit demonstrated from their 
men, among which they were many young people, for which the battle has constituted a new 
experience. 

"I’m proud to associate to these praises, that I turn in particular way to all those who for 
their tasks were found 
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in the inferior premises during the attacks of the submarines, of the aircrafts and the Mas. 

"The constant vigilance antisubmarine of the DD... well is illustrated thinking that 27 
approached of safety have been carried out during the passage of Strait and 48 during days 10, 11, 
12 August given as a result of the signal of alarm from the antisubmarine escort". 

Then made other considerations of varied kind and praised the behavior of the personnel 
of the mercantile ships, Syfret the Admiral continues: 

"The task of Force X has been always difficult and risky. Unfortunately a serious disaster, 
happened nearly at once, decidedly made to move the balance in favor of the enemy. Nevertheless 
it continued intrepid and resolute, opening itself fighting the road through the multiple underwater, 
aerial attacks and of Mas, and succeeding to carry to Malta the five cargos entrusted to it. Then it 
returned Gibraltar always fighting... ". 

To purpose of the crisis determined with the torpedoing in short interval of time of several 
mercantile and military ships between which the Nigeria with consequent transfer of Admiral 
Burrough upon the Ashanti, he therefore expressed: 

"The commander of the Kenya describes as chaotic the state of the convoy after all these 
misfortunes. I task that perhaps features of a exaggeration because - although the convoy was 
necessarily in a state of confusion - not there is but news of some ships that had had for a route 
different from that one prescribed. Moreover one knows that the ships of the convoy, of which 
some undamaged ones, passed in the first hours after midnight of the 12" in front of Kelibia ". 


48" - Losses and damages 
English Ships sunk 
From aircrafts: 
1 DD (Foresight) 
4 SS(Santa Elisa, Dorset, Waimarama, Deucalion) 
From submarines: 
1 CV (Eagle) 
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1 CL (Cairo) 
2 SS (Clan Ferguson, Empire Hope) 


By MTB and Mas: 1 CL (Manchester) 
3 SS (Glenorchy, Wairangi, Almeria Lykes) 


English Ships damaged 
By aircrafts: 
1 CV Undomitable) 
4 SS (Ohio, Empire Hope, Brisbane Star, Rochester Castle) 


By submarines: 
2 CL (Nigeria, Kenya) 
1 SS (Ohio) 


By MTB and Mas: 
2 SS (Saint Elisa, Rochester Castle) 


English Italian Ships sunk 
By DD: 2 Sub (Dagabur, Cobalto) 


Italian Ships damaged 
By aircrafts: 
1 Sub (Giada) 


By submarines: 
2 Cr (Bolzano, Attendolo). 


49° - Bulletins of war 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 808 OF 13-8-1942 
At dawn of 11 August, in the Western Mediterranean, our submarines and reconnaissance 


planes sighted, in navigation from Gibraltar towards the east, a large enemy convoy composed of 
more than 20 steamboats with the escort of 3 battleships, 4 aircraft carriers, numerous cruisers, 
some tens of naval destroyer and smaller ships. 


From the same morning of the 11" the action of the forces air and naval 
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Italians and Germans closely cooperating against the imposing opposing formation. 

Our submarines, Mas and torpedo boats, squadrons of bombers and dive bombers and of 
torpedo bombers with strong shares of fighters, acting in mass, were alternated in the attack 
torpedoing and bombing numerous ships of the convoy, although the most violent antiaircraft fire 
and the reaction of the enemy fighters. 

On the whole of the following actions were inflicted to the enemy losses: 

- by means of the Navy: 1 CL and 3 SS sinks; 

- from means of the Aeronautics: | CL, 1 DD and 3 SS sunk; 

- from Germanic sea and air means: beyond to the sinking of the CV Eagle, 4 SS sunk 

. Numerous other mercantile and warships, among which one battleship and two aircraft 
carriers, were hit: some many times and therefore seriously to make to think probable their 
successive sinking. 

In combats of extreme hardness engaged by our fighters, that they dominated the sky of 
the battle, 32 opposing aircrafts were hot down; 13 of our aircraft did not make return to base and 
many others returned with died and wounded aboard. 

The more important part of the ship of escort to the convoy has taken the way of the 
return, under the uninterrupted action of our airplane; a fraction of the convoy attempts to reach 
Malta chased and hammered by Germanic and Italian Aviation. 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 809 Of 14-8-1942 

In the Mediterranean in the further actions against the survivors of part of the enemy 
convoy attacked in the previous days, they have been achieved new successes. 

The submarines and small motor torpedo boats have sunk 1 cruiser, 1 DD and 3 mercantile 
ships; torpedo bombers and bombers have sunk 4 steamboats and hit with two torpedoes a 
battleship in navigation towards Gibraltar; Germans aerial units and naval have sunk 4 cargo 
vessels. 

The hit CV the day from the submarine Uarsciek is returning damaged to Gibraltar and is 
the Furious. Among the cruisers we have sunk is the most modern Manchester. Many enemy 
shipwrecked have been collected and concentrates at our naval bases or the hospitals. Others are 
flowed on the Tunisian coasts. 

Other 10 opposing airplane have been shot down, the work of the Italian-German fighters, 
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our losses have gone up to 19 aircraft. 
Two ships of our Navy of medium tonnage have been damaged, and one of them 
seriously. 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 810 OF 15-8-1942 

In the day yesterday it is continued, from part of our airplane-naval forces, the action 
against the dispersed nuclei of the warships, that already had escorted the enemy convoy, 
constantly controlled by our wonderful aerial recognition without stopping from the beginning of 
the battle. A Mas torpedoed, at short distance, a destroyer; formations of dive bombers hit with 
bombs of heavy caliber one ship of great tonnage; a patrol of torpedo bombers hit a heavy cruiser; 
another formation of torpedo bombers hit a cruiser and hit with a torpedo on the bow of a 
battleship. 

Our fighter escort shot down 4 "Spitfire". 

Some crews of the lost airplane in the previous days have been located from aid seaplanes. 


ITALIAN BULLETIN N. 811 OF 16-8-1942 
A action of bombing on Rhodes and some nearby localities it has been carried out in the 
night from the 12 to the 13 from an enemy naval formation, against which the batteries of the 
defense timely responded and one took part squadron of our Mas. The damages caused from the 
enemy shooting are of negligible entity; among the civil population the wounded is marked. 
They followed for some days on main newspapers articles of comment to the operations, 
imprinted also to controversy with the affirmations of bulletins circulated from London Radio. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 12-8-1942 
A communication of the Admiralty announces the loss in the Mediterranean of the CV 
Eagle (22,600 tons, commander Capt. L. D. Mackintosh) after an attack of enemy submarines. 
Great part of the crew has been saved. The official notice adds that an operating enemy submarine 
in waters where the Eagle was found has been sunk. 
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1 ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 14-8-1942 

The radio of the Axis has communicated yesterday that Italian and German sea and air 
forces have attacked a British convoy sailing in the Western Mediterranean directed to Malta. The 
operations continue. And probable that the CV is sunk in the course of these actions. 

Yesterday evening Rome and Berlin has announced a great success allegations to have 
caused serious losses both to the mercantile ships and to the convoys ship between which, BB, CV, 
Cr and DD would be found. 

The more exact announcements have not been this time of the usual, but without doubt 
they have been losses from both sides. 

The British Admiralty has not up to now communicated anything in purpose; it attract 
attention but that it is its custom not to give to information on the actions until when they are 
concluded. 


2™ ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 14-8-1942 

A official notice of the Admiralty emitted at 16:00 hours gives the first official news on 
the naval operations that have taken place in the Western and Central Mediterranean in the last 
days. 

A British convoy, commanded by the R. Adm. E.N. Syfret, with functions of the advanced 
degree, has delivered supplies and reinforces to the fortress of Malta, among which a sure number 
of combat aircraft, - although concentrated enemy attacks carried out by submarines, by large 
formations of bombing aircraft and torpedo bombers and by remarkable units of Mas. Cruisers 
with 203 and 152 guns have been sighted in the Tyrrhenian directed to the south; they tried to 
intercept the passage of the British convoy, but they did not ever arrive to contact and have been 
later forced to reverse route from an attack of aircraft, whose results it could not have been 
observed. While the enemy cruisers were in order to return in port, they have been attacked by a 
British submarine that is successful to hit with two torpedoes. Still the report of the remarkable 
aerial operations carried out from naval Aviation has not arrived. 

Beyond to the sinking of the enemy submarine, already rendered known at the same time 
to the loss of the CV Eagle it has been assessed the sinking of a second submarine of the Axis. 

The Admiralty is hurting to announce that the cruiser Manchester has been damaged from 
an enemy submarine and is sunk. 

It can be that some survivors have been collected and that others are attempting to reach 
the Tunisian coast since the sinking of the ship 
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that happened in a point little far away from it. The relatives of the victims will be informed to as 
soon as possible. 

The Admiralty adds that it was not from attending that operations of therefore immense 
proportions in the area of the enemy bases could be conduct to conclusion without losses. 

Further information will be rendered known as soon as possible within the limits dictated 
by the necessity not provide useful information to the enemy, whose announcements have been 
exaggerated. 

And state subsequently rendered known that the escort of the British convoy was 
composed of BB and many CV. 


1 ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 15-8-1942 
The Commander of the British submarine that has torpedoed the two Italian cruisers in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea is Lieut A.-C.G. Mars; Commander of the Manchester is Capt. Harold Drew. 
A declaration published to London informs that the CV Eagle was sunk in the day that 
preceded the great battle in the Mediterranean. 
It is learned that between the enemy surface ships that have tried to hinder the passage of 
the British convoy directed to Malta their was not any battleship... 


2™ ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 15-8-1942 

Other news on the successful sea and air operations in the Mediterranean is contained in 
an official notice circulated today in the Middle East where announces that the British destroyer 
has shot down in the days of Thursday and Fridays [13 and 14 August ], according to the 
information just arrived, at least 10 aircraft of the Axis. The news is still incomplete and they 
thinks that the number of the destroyed enemy aircraft is heavy. Four British aircraft have been 
lost. 

The Talbett correspondent communicates that the aircraft of the R.A.F. of the base of 
Malta have shot down numerous enemy aircraft that attacked the English convoy in the 
Mediterranean. 

It is announced that a British naval Fleet under the command of the R. Adm. Vian has 
bombarded the island of Rhodes, in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

A correspondent of the Reuter aboard of one of the warships informs that the 
bombardment has taken place the morning of Thursday past and that it lasted for 12 minutes; the 
Italians have been taken by surprise. While the English naval Fleet went away from Rhodes they 
were seen to develop fires on the coast. Aircraft have collaborated with the 
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Fleet launched luminous rockets, while other airplane have attacked an Italian airport. The enemy 
coastal batteries have opened fire against the British Fleet and are taken part some MTB. Then all 
the ships and the attacking aircrafts return to bases unharmed. 

In the city of Rhodes important military objectives, and the port is used by the Italians as a 
base for MTB. 

The British press in commenting the arrival of supplies at Malta does not try to diminish 
which as said supplied reaches the island. The population acknowledges that Malta needs of 
benzene for its airplane, for projectiles for it’s a.a. guns, and provisions for the garrison. 

Only such warships and cargo vessel can bring supplies to the island, being calculated and 
assuming the risks of an enterprise that the Axis considers impossible. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 16-8-1942 
A correspondent reports that during the naval attack against the Italian fortifications of the 
island of Rhodes three Mas tried to attack the English naval formation, but that they have were hit 
by the shooting of the 100 mm. guns, and of the "Pompom" of the English ships. An enemy Mas, 
to a sure hit, and not again seen. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 18-8-1942 
A sailor of the CL Manchester, that has been collected by a DD and lead to Gibraltar, has 

declared to a correspondent of Reuter that the ship was attacked by Mas to one of night while it 
was found to approximately 7 miles from the coast tunisina. The artilleries of the ship made fire on 
the first forward Mas who was destroyed. Another Mas launch first a torpedo that the objective 
lacked and a second that caught up it: little moments after the explosion aboard happened. The 
sailor launch itself therefore into the water trying to reach the Tunisian coast, but he was collected 
by the DD. He has said that a French ship has collected some survivors of the British cruiser. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 19-8-1942 


A official Admiralty notice circulated today gives further detailed news on the operations 
in the Mediterranean carried out as a result of 
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passage of a British convoy directed to Malta. In was announced that, beyond to the CV Eagle and 
the CL Manchester, they have been sinks also the CLAA Cairo and the DD Foresight. 

The number total of the aircraft destroyed in the battle amounts to 66, while the losses in 
airplane from British side are 8 aircrafts, while 4 pilots have been saved. 

The Cairo was damaged by a submarine torpedo and, since it was not possible to take it 
under tow, had to be sunk from the same British forces. The Foresight was torpedoed from an 
aircraft and towed for 12 hours; but subsequently it also had to be sunk from English ships. 

The losses aboard of all the four ships (Eagle, Manchester, Cairo and Foresight) are light. 
The first enemy attack to the convoy happened on 11 August when the Eagle was sunk. In the 
afternoon the attacks of the enemy submarines continued, counterattacked from the DD of the 
escort, one of which - the Wolverine- sank a submarine. 

The first night the attacks of torpedo bombers and dive bombers began. The following day 
the furious attacks was resumed and had place onslaught of a great number of enemy airplane of 
all the types in cooperation with submarines. 

In this phase of the action the convoy endured losses. The fury of the battle is indicated 
from the fact that to the evening the aircraft of the aircraft carriers had shot down 39 aircrafts sure, 
5 probably, and perhaps also another 9. 

A submarine was sunk by the DD. 

The final phase of the battle happened in the crossing of the Channel of Sicily. Here the 
task to lead the forces to Malta was entrusted to the R. Adm. Burrough, commander of the light 
ships and the close escort. In this point the enemy attacked with great number of Mas, two of 
which were sink. The risks of navigation was increased from the fact that the enemy had placed 
extended minefields, that they forced the English forces to dredge the routes. It was in this phase 
of the battle that the Manchester was hit by mine or from a torpedo and subsequently sank. Also 
the convoy endured losses here. 

The Admiralty, given the absolute necessity to hold secret the entity of the supply that 
arrive at Malta, cannot specify the number of the steamboats of which was composed the convoy, 
neither the number of the ships that reached the island. 

But it must assert that the enemy attacks were previewed and that it had been calculated 
the eventuality to endure losses. 

No praise is high enough in order to appreciate the behavior of the personnel 
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of the mercantile ships and the escort ships, that it has confirmed the highest traditions of the 
British Navy. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 20-8-1942 

The First Lord of the Admiralty has given a message of praise to Admiral Syfret and 
Admiral commander the base of Malta for the skillful direction of the relative operations to the 
convoy that reached Malta under intense attack of the enemy. 

It has been announced in Cairo that in the operations of the convoy directed to Malta 
Aviation of the Axis has endured a serious defeat. It turns out that now they have been in total 
destroyed or damages 100 aircraft by the Navy, 8 from the a.a. artillery of the ships, 13 shot down 
sure and 40 probably by the R.A.F.. The losses of English Aviation amounts to 8 aircraft. 

Yesterday evening an official of the British Navy has described the three days of battle in 
the Mediterranean. It has at first asserted that the objective of the English forces was clear, and that 
is aids to the island of Malta were wanted to be carried, that it is the single base from which can be 
prevented to General Rommel to accumulate forces against the English 8" Army. It reports that 
aerial combats have had place incessantly from when the convoy was attacked for the first time 
and that, when the convoy reached near Malta, British aircraft of the type "Beaufighter" and 
"Spitfire" took part with great effectiveness in the hopeless the last phase of the fight. The ships 
were escorted in the port of Malta by minesweepers and motorboats. 

The official reports the vicissitudes of the North American oil tanker Ohio, crewed by 
British personnel, that it was one of the main objectives of enemy Aviation. It at first was hit by a 
torpedo and stopped; Rear Admiral Burrough communicated them that he had to continue 
navigation and said order to the Ohio to reach as soon as possible. Before the following morning 
the crew restarted the engines and the Ohio could catch up to the convoy; during successive 
navigation the ship but was hit by dive bombers, but the fires that were developed aboard were 
tamed by the crew. The ship could sail at the speed of 2 knots under escort of DD; subsequently it 
was taken in tow and during the night, with the aid of a minesweeper, was made to advance more 
than 20 miles. The successive day the Ohio entered to Malta. 

The day of the arrival of the convoy at Malta is considered from the defenders of the 
island as one of the greatest rejoicing. All the population of the island has assisted to the slow and 
majestic income in the port of the Valletta of the mercantile ships with aboard the signs of battle. 
Present were 
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so affected that they did not have not even the force to applaud the glorious sailors. 


ENGLISH WIRELESS BULLETIN OF 22-8-1942 
Declared in London that the Fleet Air Arm, during the transverse of the English convoy 
directed to Malta, has fought a battle of the same entity of the battle of Great Britain. In the 
combats only fighter aircrafts have participated but, that they have carried out merely defensive 
operations; the torpedo bombers have not been able to enter in action because they did not ever 
have the occasion to meet ships of the Italian fleet. 


50" - Orders given to the Sub in the course of the operation and extracts of their reports. 

The activity of the submarines deserves of being brought back with the same words of 
their commanders. 

But, for being able to mean how very clearly they have written, are opportune to reassume 
the orders that the submarines will receive in the course of the operation. 

a) Orders given to the submarines. 

In the course of the day the submarines were kept posted of the movements of Force F. 

In the course of the 12"" Maricosom gave to the submarines of the Western and Centers 
Mediterranean 7 telegrams of position of the opposing forces that directed towards the east. 

As soon as assessed that at 19:00 of that day a part of the bulk of the English forces had 
invert definitively the route, the submarines were some informed and to four of them (Uarsciek, 
Dagabur, Brin, Wolframio) came given order to move itself towards the west. 

The 13" was, with new orders, increased the entity of the movement towards the west and 
was arranged that from the first lights of the dawn they were moved with hidden navigation. 

The morning of the 13", in consequence of the disorder provoked in the rows of the 
convoy from the multiple aerial and naval attacks of the passed night, Maricosom gave to new 
instructions to the submarines 
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in ambush in waters Tunisian: "You emerge at once and executed maximum force searches for 
damaged enemy ships stop (Follow the allocation to the submarines, moved into the zone, of the 
search fields) stop In case of sight to signal and to attack stop End searches to resume ambush". 

In course of morning of 13", on basis of sight and to deductions on movements of forces 
main opposing, of which it was known that they were directing for the return to Gibraltar uniforms 
in two groups distances to you between they, maneuvered the submarines in the hope that they 
could pick new successes. The group of 6 submarines that were to the west the order reached 
therefore that "gives to tidy positions mopping-up is moved more endured in immersion 10 miles 
to north stop Towards 14:00 hours of the 13" previewed passage of a BB direct & a CV to the 
west with weak escort stop 093213". (it was be a matter of the Indomitable). 

The evening of the 13", 5 of the 6 submarines of that group was given order to move 
slowly "for the east until meridian 10° east" (passing between Cape Blanc and the island of Cani). 

This order was provoked from news that 2 Cr and 5 DD (that is the units of Force X, that 
they had invert the route at 16:00 near Malta) had been signaled at 20:43 in return route. 

In the course of the 13" 17 signaling on the movements of the adversary were given to the 
submarines. 

One of they reported one CV in flames at 01:45. We know that then it was recognized for 
wrong: in any case much Sub, that they were in next zones to the marked point, ran invano during 
the night towards the indicated position. Subsequently, at 14:02 another signal gave them a second 
stopped CV and ordered to all the submarines to attack it and to sink it at all costs. But at 15:14 the 
sight was cancelled. 

The other signaling contained more reliable sights and better it controls to you between the 
many flowed to Supermarina, and the forecasts of the movements of the units and the opposing 
groups. 

The 14" continued the signaling of the movements of the adversary. In the afternoon it 
was signaled to the Asteria (that it was in ambush to the west of Malta): "At 35 miles for 205° 
from the beacon of Gozo it directs for Malta a CV under tow stop Searched and attacked extreme 
decision stop 172514". Nearly sure it was be a matter of the oil tanker Ohio that was directing for 
Malta under tow. 
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The group of the six submarines that operated to the west of La Galite was now reduced to 
three boats: Emo, Otaria, Avorio. The Cobalto was sunk the jo" (but Supermarina it still did not 
know it); the Granito had returned because remained without torpedo; Dandolo also it had 
returned, for damages received during the hunting endured (between the damages was the 
complete usability of both periscopes). 

They will receive the following order: "You emerge and go immediately in sub square 5 of 
grid 0434 where enemy cruiser stopped in damage is found, stop Sinks it stop 171614". The news 
then was recognized unfounded and to prosecution of the message now brought back some was 
sent another, that it said: "Arrive in point report assume ambush same modalities & in a western 
zone equal 140 miles zone puts into effect them". 

Supermarina thought about being able to take advantage of still some occasion of attack 
ship survivors along the return route. 

To the same goal also the group more to the east (comprising Ascianghi, Axum, Alagi, 
Bronzo) the evening of the 14" received order to emerge at once, to carry also to the west 140 
miles and than to resume the ambush with the same modalities. Soon after the order it was 
modified in the sense to move the ambushes of others 20 miles to the west, while the Group "Emo- 
Avorio" received the order to more carry others 30 miles to the West. 

The last attempt was this in order to add some other success to those already obtained. 

Between the 15 and 16 all submarines they will receive the order to return to base. The 
Cobalto and the Dagabur failed to the appeal. 

For how much closed therefore the Operation of mid August, still convene to remember 
that the 17" at 06:50 was sighted off of Algeria a group of ships, composed from the CV Furious, 
1 Cr and 7 DD. Being later on turned out that the Furious had boarded, before leaving Gibraltar, 
35 "Hurricane", was clearly that the goal of the by now very famous mission was that one to 
resupply Malta of aircrafts. But Since also one had known that the 16" other ships departed 
Gibraltar beginning from (turned out then that they had directed in Atlantic in order to reach 
England), of it derived one be of alarm, for which it was decided to send back in sea all the ready 
submarines, comprised those that were as soon as it returned to bases. 

The night between the 17" and the 18" left therefore in: 
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- from Messina: Porfido; 

- from Trapani: Ascianghi, Alagi, Asteria; 

- from Cagliari: Avorio, Bronzo, Granito; 

- from the Maddalena: Platino. 

The Brin and the Wolframio, that they were still returning, were diverted towards waters to 
north of Biserta. Cleared the situation and stopped the alarm, all the submarines were recalled and 
re-entered to bases the 19". 


b) Extracts of the reports (in alphabetical order). 
"Alagi" - Commander, Lieut. SERGIO PUCCINI 
Engineer, Lieut. D.M. c. ERASMO OF SARCINA 
Left from Trapani 11 August reached the assigned zone the 12". The shining mission of 
the Alagi deserves of being reported bringing back the mission relationship integrally: 


"12 August 1942 

At 04:00 within in zone and I direct for the southern part of it. At 09:00 they are begun to 
feel explosion that they are made in the more and more strong course of the day and wait. The 
meteorological conditions (complete calm of sea and wind) are not most favorable for an attack in 
immersion, much more than of the four bow torpedo, two are of type C not still modified for the 
launch with the equipment without bubble. I direct for the southeast part of the zone, where second 
the given sights, the passage of the convoy would happen at sunset. 

At 20:00 I sight by the periscope, in true direction 300°, a highest column of smoke and, 
little after, the masts of some units with B = 0° distance approximately 20,000 m. turns towards 
them. At 20:20 the convoy is attacked from the airplane and very violent is the antiaircraft 
reaction. All the ships approaching to a time on the straight one walk towards south. A DD is hit 
by a bomb. I take normal route to the survey; task but that the ships, finished the alarm, will 
resume their route. Account, on approximately 30° of horizon, 15 units between cruisers, naval 
destroyer and steamboats. 

At 20:40 units they approach of new and they gather; nearly in head to the formation there 
is a cruiser of the type "Southampton". 
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The distance is on the 8-10,000 m. Move in order to attack this ship. At 21:00 
approximately the third more violent aerial attack of the others has beginning: two steamboats are 
hit by bombs and they set afire. A DD stops close to them, in order to perhaps help them. A rain of 
bombs falls in the vicinities of the other ships elevating high water columns, some of which not 
more distant from the submarine of 3-4000 m. Another DD that is in head to the formation inverts 
the route on the left and directs towards the tail of the convoy. Much strait has a beta on the right. 
Thinking that one its new, also small approached, can frustrate the attack I approach to straight in 
order anticipating the launch. 

The cruiser that has nearest of prow a steamboat of medium tonnage seems has reduced 
speed in order is made to catch up from the rest of the convoy skidded from the violent strafing. 

At 21,05 having a route of 214°, one distance of 1500-2000 m, launch against the cruiser 
(Rv. 12° vel. 10 knots) the four torpedo of the bow, before fastest, then the more discs of a valve. 
The divergence has been such that the torpedo, held debit account of their various speeds has 
covered one zone of 355 m on the route of the target for a enemy speed of 10 miles, and 290 m for 
a enemy speeds of 15 miles. During the disengagement three explosions, clearly various have been 
heard from those heard during the aerial bombing. Since date the divergence (the minim concurred 
from the angularity of the torpedo of old type of 5 in 5°) the cruiser could not only be to that 
distance hit from three torpedo, has thought to have hit also the steamboat that was sailing 
immediately ahead to the cruiser. It is not from excluding also that instead of this it has been hit 
the DD that was sailing in contrary sense to the formation and that, finding itself to the moment of 
the launch on to = 355°, has crossed the strip of the torpedo. 

I disengage, I put down myself on the bottom at a depth of 90 m and I reorder the order. 
At 21:26 I hear one the strongest explosion. 

In the meantime the hydrophones feel other sources to cross the zone; sometimes the hull 
propellers are felt. Draft sure of a second group of ships in route towards Cape Bon. 

As soon as possible, I detach myself from the bottom in order to remove a little to me from 
that zone where several hit ships are sinking. At 23:13 I emerge and I transmit signal of discovery 
of the sighted convoy and I communicate the carried out torpedoing. 

In the relative telegram to the torpedoing it has been erroneously 
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official notice that the launch had been sent at 21:12. The launch has happened at 21:05. 

The horizon, from 180° to 240° approximately, is a nearly continuous fire line. They are 
the ships hit in phase of sinking, that they are burning. They are to a distance of 5-6000 m from the 
fire; four larger hotbeds they mark the greater wreckage. 

I go away towards the north. At 23:50 a steamboat that was burning exploded 


"13 August 1942. 

At 00:56, against the lights of the fire, I sight a submarine at a distance of approximately 
8000 m. 

In direction of Cape Bon they are seen continues flares. At 03:55 Maricosom 
communicates that aircraft carriers in flames are found in the center of my zone. Since in the night 
I have crossed the zone without seeing anything, being also however still visible the fires sighted 
on emersion, task features of a rough error of position. However I direct to all force towards the 
marked point. 

At 05:53 I dive, and I direct towards the southern part of the zone, where still great 
columns of smoke are seen. 

At 11:00 I emerge and beginning the mopping-up ordered from Maricosom on parallel 37° 
40' north. 

At 11:20 I sight to the limit of the visibility in direction to the east, a submarine that 
emerges puts in motion and directs towards the north. 

At 12:20 recovery one wheel of an English airplane. 

At 14:06, having received signal of discovery relative to two cruisers in transit in the zone, 
I dive for short I listen to the hydrophones, with negative outcome. Another signal of discovery 
gives to a aircraft carrier stopped to three miles from the point where I find myself. 

Also this time it must be an error in the position. I emerge and I direct for the center of the 
zone. I sight 4 airplane of the CAT with which exchange signal of acknowledgment. At 17:55 in 
lat. 37° 35' north long. 10° 24' east 3 airplane with the German markings are sighted, which 
emerge from the direction of the sun who fall on the submarine, one after the other, in order to 
attack it. 

The airplane uncouple four bombs every from a 300-500 m. height. Those of the first one 
fall 50 m on the right of the hull, those of the second of prow to right to the same distance. 

It is ignited endured the smoked of acknowledgment, but in the meantime 
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the third airplane, defilading over the submarine from counter bearing, uncouples its cargo of 
bombs that goes to falling about fifty meters astern. At this moment, finding itself the others two 
airplane on 4000 m in phase of removal, I take the fast immersion. I direct in immersion towards 
Ras Enghela in whose environs with other the aircraft carrier signal of discovery has been marked. 
At 21:05 I emerge. 

I intercept the signal of the submarine Dessié: allied aircraft have attacked hurting 
seriously some persons. The force of marks makes to think to find them me to me in its vicinities, 
but the indicating group its position is indecipherable. I ask Maricosom the position for the 
submarine for giving aid. 

Maricosom orders to the submarine Dessié to return, and to me to resume the ambush. 

At 23:55 they are ignited a flare in direction 70° true, distance 10,000 m. 


"14 August 1942. 

At 00:03 they ignite other flare on my vertical. I take the fast immersion. By the 
hydrophones free zone. On emersion I direct for the environs of Ras Enghela. At 05:50 I dive. The 
hydrophones discover in westerly direction a source to turbine. 

By the periscope, hardly the visibility conditions allow sight the turret of a submarine in 
removal. I take the route in order to return into the zone. On emersion I receive the order to move 
to the western zone 40 miles. (Re-entered to the base, I have found, discussing with the 
commanders of the other submarines, that it had been ordered a movement of 140 miles and not of 
40 miles. The error has been in the deciphers on top. You see directory telegrams receipts). 


"15 August 1942. 
Ambush in the environs south of the Galite. N.N. 


"16 August 1942. 
Ambush in the environs north of La Galite. At 12:45 I emerge in order to return. 


"17 August 1942. 


At 04:50 landing place to the point T 3 of Trapani. At 07:45 I moor to the submersible 
dock". 
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"Ascianghi" - Commander, Lieut. RODOLFO BOMBIG 
Foreman G.N., Lieut. G.N. VITTORIO ROSATI 

Departed from Trapani on 11 August, reaches its zone the next day; guided from the news 
that it receives every hour of the situated arrives to find to by hydrophones and to the periscope a 
large convoy, tries to approach itself but after to have reached the minimal distance of 15,000 m it 
loses sight the convoy that approaches to outside. In the course of the night being in surface it feels 
an explosion sees flames and smoke and when it reaches the point where the smoke tinned, sees in 
sea much route and lifeboats. 

The next day afternoon directs towards a zone in which, according to signaling received 
would have to be found aircraft carriers damaged. It does not sight anything and the next day to the 
west ambush zone receives order to reach 140 miles of the previous one. No sight. Day 17 returns 
Trapani. 


"Asteria" - Commander, Lieut. PASQUALE BELTRAME 
Engineer, Lieut. D.M. c. MARIO FRANCESCHI 
Departed the 11" from Messina returns to Trapani the 17". It endures some bombing the 
work of aircraft, but, on the whole, its report does not introduce particularly interesting elements. 


" Avorio " - Commander, Lieut. MARIO PRIGGIONE 
Foreman G.N., Captain G.N. ENZO DE.JEAN 
Departed from Cagliari on 11 August, the 12 arrives in zone approximately 15 miles to 
north of Biserta. On the 12 feels the explosion of bombs but it does not sight anything. He moves 
himself in the zone based on the news on the convoy received by r.t. and therefore reaches the 
sight: 


"12 August 1942. 

17:08 Hours - I sight by periscope a naval formation as per attached diagram n. 6, 
composed from a imprecise number of steamboats and DD and in the tail three battleships that 
given the lattice seem to be Americans. After the ocular sight also the hydrophones give a source 
that covers a field of approximately 40°. Distances to the sight and B: of DD 12,000 m B = 70° 80° 
to the right; of the steamboats 15,000 m B = 80° to right; of the battleships 18,000 m B = 50° to 
right. Conditions of the weather: absolute calm of wind and sea; strongly vibration. Route of the 
formation 90°, a = 300°. I direct for 
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the attack of the true course battleships assuming 30°. At 17:16 the two DD of the escort to the 
steamboats, previous the battleships, approach to a time introducing itself on B = 0° and that makes 
me to presume that all the convoy is approaching; I exclude without the possibility to have been 
sighted given the strong distance. Continuous the attack with irregular exploration to the periscope. 
At 17:25 the two DD, always with B = 0° is to 3000 m; the convoy has maintained Rv. 90°. 
Thinking with certainty of to have been sighted, I come down slowly until 40 m without executing 
the disengagement. At 17:30 hours the first 4 depth charges burst near and have beginning the 
systematic hunting. The sources are maintained in the aft fields stopping itself irregularly for 
listen. [come down in depth until to 100 meters. The hunting with total launch of 180 depth 
charges continues. The strike of the petard is felt clearly. My disengagement being sailing with 
various routes towards south in tries of low depths. At 22:25 hydrophones it gives always sources 
in zone. I emerge for the binocular exploration: the horizon turns out free. I direct towards north 
and attack driven with the energy and the air. Absolute calm of wind and sea”. 

The 13 execute other movements ordered from Maricosom between which the search of 
one aircraft carriers set afire. At 16:21 it sights a cloud of black smoke, thinks features of the 
aircraft carriers and it gives some signal to Maricosom. It sights several airplane and it is sighted 
some. At 19:38 short hunting endures with launch of depth charges. In the night of the 13", the 
14" and the 15" execute the dispositions and the movements ordered from Maricosom. The 16" in 
the afternoon, try an attack in surface based on hydrophone indications, but it does not succeed to 
sight anything. The 17" return to Cagliari. The 18" leave again from Cagliari. As soon as outside 
of the safe route it has an encounter with a submarine and subsequently with national a thought it 
steamboat and having just wants to perceive it of the presence of the submarine. 


"18 August 1942. 

At 00:27 I cast off and I direct for the escape from the port. At 00:37, in clearance from 
the obstruction, I direct for point Z. At 02:55 on point Z., having Rv. 164°, speed. 8 knots, load 
with the attacked energy) sight on a = 90° distance 500 m, a submarine imprecise with 8 = 30° to 
right route 50°. The submarine in is turned in order to put the prow to me leans. I maneuver 
approaching with all bar 
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on the left and I put stern on the submarine sighted in consideration of the fact that was ready to 
the launch the torpedo n. 5 and 6 and that it was prohibited from the operations order to attack 
submarines. In spite of this precise order I have endured thought that it could not be a matter of 
national submarine is because it had not been announced any landing place, and because I knew 
that the landings place come generally made the other points. Every offensive action has been 
however frustrated because, not as soon as put the stern on the sighted submarine, this is 
completely disappeared. (see attached diagram). I have not noticed the passage of wakes of 
torpedo. 

At 03:03 I resume the route 164° and at 03:18 I transmit the discovery message. I continue 
navigation in order to carry to me to zone. At 06:00 I sight to approximately 10,000 m on to 90° a 
large oil tanker with route 350°. It had been pre-announced the passage of the steamboat Perseo 
that diverted from Tunisia for Cagliari. Although the forecast had to be a steamboat, from the route 
that followed presumes features of the same ship. I turn in order to recognize it and, since I had 
just transmitted signal of discovery by 3 hours and I had not still received or intercepted any signal 
informing them the presence of the submarine on the landing point, I try to approach itself the 
maximum in order to communicate to the oil tanker my sight of 02:55 hours. Not hardly seen my 
approached the ship it increases of speed. I call initially with the Donath and, since it does not 
answer, I later on call it with the floodlight. I put to the maximum speed and succeed to approach 
until to 4500 m approximately. In the meantime it has been made clear and the stern gun is noticed 
distinguished aimed on us. The oil tanker has sure increased the speed because the distance 
remains constant. In spite of it has continued insistently to call it from 06:05 to the 06:40 hours and 
my floodlight was to that perfectly visible distance, the ship has not ever answered to my call (1). 

At 06:40 I transmit in luminosity with the following floodlight message to them: "Sighted 
submersible enemy in lat. 38° 51' 40" and long. 09° 29' 40" get attention”. Neither to this signal 
has given them the received. At 06:47 I resume the route. Normal navigation on the surface. 


(1) The Perseo was in truth a cargo steamboat of 4857 tons of tonnage, that was sunk by 
an enemy submarine. 
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To 10:31 hours, in zone, I take the immersion. Ambush to periscope depth. At 19:36 I 
emerge, and after an order of Maricosom I direct for return ". 
As a result of new order received the 19", rather than to Cagliari return to Trapani. 


"Axum" - Commander, Lieut. RENATO FERRINI 
Foreman GN, Lt. GN SIRO SITZIA 


Departed from Cagliari on 11 August, the 12" is in zone approximately 25 miles for the 
north-west from Cape Blanc. 


"12 August 1942. 

Hours 06:00 - In zone - immersion - aggressive ambush. 

Hours 14:00 - Since the signal of discovery make to suppose me more that the convoy tries to pass 
a lot under the coast, protected to north from the naval force, I direct in immersion with 
Rv. 230° towards Cape Blanc. 

Hours 18:21 - In lat. 37° 37' and long. 10° 21' submersible Rv. 229° I sight on the right, to= 11°, a 
dark mass very far that after a careful observation it makes me to believe to be a matter of 
a large steamboat or one aircraft carriers. I decide endured to approach itself in immersion 
in order to recognize better than what it can be dealt since also with the greater blowup it 
is not possible to establish of the characteristics. 

Hours 18:40 - While continuous to approach (the Rilv. to me of the mass it remains constant) note 
on the right for Rilv. 295° two smoke; soon after note in air the classics smoke of the 
directed antiaircraft reaction against two aircraft that go away for the east; of it I deduce 
that in that direction the formation must be found. 

Hours 18:41 - I turn for the north in order to approach. 

Hours 18:50 - Noticing that the smoke is it moves to you for Rilv. 300° I dive to a depth 20 m and 
I direct to all force for Rv. 30°. 

Hours 19:27 - I go back to periscope depth. In lat. 37° 37' and long. 10° 19' submersible Rv. 30° I 
sight a formation with the following elements: a = 290°, B = 10° on the left - D. 8000 m 
Rv. nem. 110°. 
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Hours 19:28 - I turn at once to the right assuming the same route of the enemy in order to study of 
the situation. 

Hours 19:33 - I execute one new submersible determination Rv. 111° a = 170°, 8 = 40° on the left 
- Rv nem. 140°, that is the enemy in the interval has executed one approached of 30° to the 
right. I approach to straight 180°. 

I have way while to state that the formation is constituted gives fifteen or so steamboats, 
two numerous cruisers and DD. It is sailing on three lines in wedge with the steamboats 
subdivided between the three lines, the two cruisers to the center and the destroyers 
scattered on the outside lines. Note then, imprecisely, because covered from other ships, 
one ship with two high lattices, similar to those of the Americans battleships. Given the 
calmest sea I prefer to have a highly summarized vision of the situation in order not to 
make to notice the periscope whose wake, in spite of the lessened sailing point, is visible. 

Hours 19:37 - I execute one new determination to the distance of 4000 m route of the unchanged 
enemy 140°, vel. 13 knots. I turn to the right for Rv. 220° in order to carry me to the 
launch. 

Hours 19:42 - After belief observation at periscope depth, I come down to depth 15 m and I ahead 
put par to average force in order to lock distances (1). 

Hours 19:48 - Return to periscope depth. They are next to the angle of sight 28° of the cruiser of 
the second line, whose visual directed it is free for the length of the hull; in the line to me 
more neighbor, than bow and stern to the cruiser, is respective a DD and a large 
steamboat. 

Hours 19:55 - Launch of bow all torpedo 1 4 3 2 in the order, of which 1 and 2 rights, 3 and 4 
angled ones respective of 5° to right and 5° on the left. Soon after the launch my 
disengagement. Distance to the launch from line 1300 m, cruiser 1800 m. 

After 63 seconds from the launch a first explosion is heard; after 90 seconds others the two 
nearest explosions. This 


(1) "Par ahead" means: both the propellers in motion to the same speed towards ahead. 
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it makes me to deduce of to have hit an ship of front line and subsequently one of the 
second. According to the speed of the torpedo the distances to the launch turn out inferior 
and just of approximately 1000 m from front line and 1400 from the second. After 4m 30s 
from the launch while the ship overflow to approximately 65 m begins the hunting with a 
centered discharge of depth charges; I come down to depth 100 stopping all the 
machinery. The continuous hunting for approximately 2 hours with studied slowness and 
centered dump more or less; note that every time that the ship goes around to the 80-90 
meters feel clean the struck ones of the expert which it follows an immediate launch of 
depth charges. I decide therefore to remain between 100 and 120 m of depth, as well as 
more than to the 21:35 a destroyer puts in motion and passing from stern to bow, beyond 
to the noise of the propellers, if of it feels clearly another like of a wriggling cable, that it 
makes to think me to be a matter itself of a towed torpedo. 
After 22:15 note the presence of a other farther ship; also that one destroyer seems to go 
away. 

Hours 22:50 - I emerge with Rv. 330° and note astern to approximately 3000 m a large ship in 
flames; on the right to 450 one the other ship in flames and already wrapped in much 
smoke; on the left to 700 from the astern third ship already burnt of which the 
characteristic black and grayish dense smoke is still looked at but. The fire of the first 
steamboat illuminates decidedly and at once after note in the vicinities two destroyers in 
motion that they begin of the signaling; Since I have absolute necessity to load air and 
energy dive myself to escape to an other eventual hunting and removing to me from the 
zone. 


"13 August 1942 

Hours 01:30 - I emerge and I go away for the north. In distance a large fire is looked at always that 
every so often sends high blazes to the sky. 

Hours 06:10 - I dive. I state the following main damages: - loss through the case of order AV of 
beyond 400 liters to the hour at a depth 40 m. 
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- loss through the fast of 700 liters to the hour same depth 
- not worrisome losses through sheaths (1). For how much the loss through the case order 
AV. is sensitive enough and obligated me to remain at a depth around to 40 m I decide to 


remain in the zone. 

Hours 10:25 - As a result of the order of Maricosom I emerge and on the surface I direct in order 
rake the zone assigned to me. 

Hours 10:50 - As a result of a new order of Maricosom I dive in await of the probable passage of 
the Naval Force directed to the west. 

Hours 11:45 - Far explosions to intervals are heard until the 13:30; nothing is in sight in the zone. 

Hours 15:50 - To the order to search the aircraft carrier | emerge and I direct in surface for Rv. 
230° towards the marked zone. 

Hours 16:33 - As a result of a new order I dive again. I state that the loss to the case order AV. is 
increasing; stay however in zone in order to be able to act at least against eventual isolated 
damaged ships. 

Hours 20:00 - Received the order to attack a damaged isolated ship I emerge and I direct in surface 


to the search. . 
Hours 23:45 - Submarines route 270°; note at a distance on Rilv. 110° the launch of two illuminant 


rockets. 

Hours 23:55 - Submarines route 270°; note nearest of astern the launch of three rockets; detention 
endured the motors and endured after noted the launch on vertical of others the two lower 
rockets; while I execute fast immersion I feel distinguished the airplane noise. At height 
20 ma bomb explosion is heard very far away. 


"14 August 1942. 
Hours 00:00 - I go away in immersion for north maintaining to myself at a depth of 40 m because 
the loss to continuous prow to 


(1) The sheaths, are long circular openings, lined with greasy special wood, through which the 
extremities of the axles of the propellers pass. 
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to be remarkable. Between the 00:17 and 00:40 notice by the hydrophones some far sources of 
dubious nature because some remain constant also with approaching of the submarine. 
Hours 01:30 - I emerge and I resume the ambush. 
Hours 05:45 - I dive. During the day they are heard to far at intervals the dropping of bombs. 
Hours 21,00 - I emerge and for the previous damages I decide to return. 


"15 August 1942. 
Hours 07:30 - On point T3 of Trapani - route of safety. 
Hours 10:05 - Moored to the submarine dock. . 


"Behavior of the personnel: 

The wait, the enthusiasm and the combative spirit that animate the crew every time that 
preview an encounter with the enemy, they are realizes in the moment of the action in alert and 
calm collaboration. This has been precious not single in the phase of the attack but above all in the 
successive period of the enemy hunting that, for how much long, and with a total launch of a sixty 
death charges, in some moment has not been very centered above all if derived from location with 
the passing whose emissions, as already said, to inferior depth to 100 m were clearly audible to 
hull " 


. "Brin" - Commander, Lieut. LUIGI ANDREOTTI 
Foreman GN, CAP GN EMIDIO VENTIMIGLIA 


Departed from Cagliari on 10 August and reaches at 03:00 in the zone assigned, 
approximately to 30 miles for the north-west from Algeri where it remains until the 13" making 
insufficient surveys to the hydrophones and no sight, although its tried to reach in sight of sources 
of the noises. Only the evening of the 11", being in emersion, sights at 2000 ma DD that directs 
on the submarine at high speed. The Brin makes fast immersion and the encounter has not 
followed. The 12" endure a hunting that hard from 09:20 to 19:00 with spaced out depth charges 
that they burst near and nearest. The 13" on order received it is moved of approximately 120 miles 
west. Still hydrophones surveys, no sight. The 16" receive order to return but the 17" come 
ordered to it to reach a zone in the Central Mediterranean, immediately 
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to north of Biserta. the same 18" is in zone but it receives order to return and the same evening is 
at Cagliari. 


"Bronze" - Commander, Le1ut, CESARE BULDRINI 
Foreman GN, CAP GN ALFONSO NERILLI 


Depart from La Maddalena on 11 August. The 12" are in zone to north of Cape Bon and 
from the evening it begins the sights: 


"12 August 1942. 

Hours 19:05 - At periscope I sight a formation composed of steamboats and warships, probably 
DD, of which I distinguish only the masts. Distance 10,000 m 8 = 70° on the left. Enemy 
route 1000, speed 12. The calmest sea without the minimal ripple; the limit between sea 
and sky is not distinguished. 

Hours 19:56 - I see an explosion to the stern of a steamboat. 

Hours 19:58 - A steamboat hit from torpedo on the left flank is caught fire provoking to a column 
of flames and smoke that is opened immediately to pine on the sea. Soon after I see an 
other explosion behind this. 

Hours 20:02 - The distance of the steamboats always goes increasing. In this interval I have 
counted 12 steamboats and 4 warships, but as soon as I raised little more the periscope I 
saw other masts on the horizon. 

Hours 20:23 - Another ship is hit. 

Hours 20:40 - In total I see four fires. The ships fire. 

Hours 21:09 - Emersion. Five fires are seen. Given the horizon still clearly, I go away. I see a DD 
that sailing point near a set afire steamboat passes strongly, a lot far away. 

Hours 21:28 - A steamboat already set afire explodes. 

Hours 21:52 - Iam directing in means to fires. Of prow the countersign of the day is ignited, the 
three lights, at the same time vertical, as in use on the surface ships. While, at the about in 
the same direction, but farther, a few gun shots leave of which I see you fall to them. The 
shooting is much stiff one, but the ship is not seen at that is firing, neither the target. The 
night is a very dark the only light is from the steamboats and the naphtha that burn. 
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Hours 22:05 - Three shapes are sighted on which I put the prow. I recognize to be a matter of two 
cruisers and a DD. Direct at maximum force in order to attack them. signal pass to the 
minimal distance of approximately 5000 m. I cannot launch. Give marks of discovery. The 
ships have been sighted much far in how much were outlined on the horizon lit by a fire. 

Hours 22:26 - I put the prow on one of fires now extinguished in order to state if the ship that was 
burning is sunk or if aboard they are resolutions to tame the fire. 

Hours 22:29 - To devious the left a DD is sighted on 8 = 89°-90' that directs to the about in the 
same direction of the previous formation. 

Hours 22:30 - We often enter in one zone covered from one layer of combustible liquid. 

Hours 23:00 - In the position where there was a steamboat that burnt there was nothing. To the 
right a fuel fire on the sea. 

Hours 23:02 - I direct on a smallest fire that burns on my left. Currently, beyond to the steamboat 
on which we are directing, there are in my vicinities others two fuel fires in sea. When 
they are nearer I recognize than to have of prow a large steamboat sailing at slow motion 
(approximately three miles to the hour) with a fire principle to astern. Approached still, 
movement of people in the pressed ones of the fire is seen to me very probably is trying to 
check the fire. The flames are not very high and think that they are the superstructures of 
the ship that are burning and not the cargo contained in the hold. 

Hours 23:46 - At 1200 m approximately, launch the torpedo n. 1 with angle-shot zero, heading at 
the prow of the steamboat. The torpedo, after to have made a bayonet of approximately 30 
meters on the left it resumes its race, with a angle-shot, regarding the route begins them, of 
approximately 5° on the left and passes of prow. Very they are illuminated from the fire 
that is on the left of the prow. Launch the torpedo n. 2 with angle-shot zero. After 
analogous bayonet on the left the torpedo it continues with a angle-shot of approximately 
3° on the left grazing 
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prow of the steamboat. These angles-shot are due probably to defect of the angle-shot 
spools that, in bringing back to zero the angles-shot on the left given during the attack to 
the two cruisers and a DD of 22:05, have jumped some tooth. 

Hours 23:48 - Launch the torpedo n. 3 heading at the prow cargo mast. The torpedo, after a 
bayonet of approximately 30 meters on the left hits the steamboat under the bridge. At the 
same time to the explosion, that it elevates towards the sky a fire column and smoke, high 
some hundred of meters, all the steamboat is caught fire and instantaneously the fire 
propagate on a zone of sea that goes from the steamboat to two hundred meters towards 
us. We are illuminated to day. I turn to right and I put the stern on the steamboat. Data to 
the launch: 8 = 80° on the left - angle-shot zero - depth 3 m-D. 1000 m - time passed 
between the second launch and explosions 55. 

A few minutes after, in a bright spell, I see the prow detached from the rest of the 13 ship 
and to 


"August 1942. 

Hours 00:00 — The steamboat strongly bow heavy and lists on the left begins to sink. 
The hit ship is a large mixed steamboat, with a gun to prow and one to stern, much slim 
bow, two walks to center and two to stern. The stern does not have asterisk shape, but is 
about like that one of the Conte di Savoia, a little more arch low towards the center of the 


ship. It has a single funnel, and is painted of gray color. It does not have camouflage. And 
overloaded with material. 
Behind the steamboat they are seen a blue lamp that goes away all in the same direction. I 
think to be a matter itself of the boats of shipwrecked that they direct towards some enemy 
ship arriving in their aid. I would want to turn around the fire in order to carry itself in the 
direction towards which the rafts and beginning are going to maneuver in such sense, but 
at 

Hours 00:20 - I see on right the two red, near lights between of them, little 
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high on the horizon. I think to be a matter itself of a ship and direct on it to the maximum 
sailing point. I do not find anything. 

Hours 00:42 - I see on the right of the lightning bolts on which I put the prow. 

Hours 00:45 - The steamboat hit by us upsets and sinks. They remain on the sea two immerses fuel 
zones that burn: one where it is expired the detached prow and the other in correspondence 
of the sunk ship. 

Hours 01:04 - On our left sight two lights sighted at 00:20. I put the prow on them and way until 

Hours 01:45 - I come to straight in order turning around fires and to go in the zone towards which 
are directed the shipwrecked. 

Hours 03:51 - I turn on the left putting the prow on one sighted light. Soon after I notice to be a 
matter itself of the beacon of the Piana island. I turn to right and a few minutes after the 
beacon of the island of the Cani is sighted. While I am newly directing towards the zone 
that I meant to explore, it comes to me marked that in proximity of my point aircraft 
carriers is burning. Since to about in that direction I see a great fire that I do not know with 
exactitude to establish if is one of previous fires or not, to 

Hours 05:00 - I direct on it. I state to be a matter itself of a fuel fire. 

Hours 06:06 - Crossing to right, in the light of the dawn, a large airplane of nationality not 
identified is sighted that it turns to me around the prow and it seems has aggressive 
intentions. I have the armaments to place and counter maneuver in order to always 
maintain it my left. Soon after the airplane it approaches and it takes a route in removal. 
Reached sufficient distance, to 

Hours 06:10 - I execute the fast immersion. 

Hours 09:05 - At SITI I receive the order to emerge and to carry out the search of eventual ships 
damaged on a segment of parallel assigned to me (1). 


(1) The SITI were an radio apparatus working on the long-wave, that it concurred to 
receive communications being in immersion to one the maximum share 15 meters approximately. 
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Hours 10:22 - I emerge and I direct for the parallel prescribed. In sea a fire is still seen. Flat calm, 
invisible horizon. 

Hours 10:30 - On our left the covered sea of black dots is looked at of which I do not distinguish 
the nature. I direct on they. Draft of a zone of wreckage width 4-500 m. Approached I find 
some lifeboats without nobody aboard, some anchor with the paddles in locks, another 
with an armament to complete sail to ceiling. In sea there are some thousands of exploded 
light fuel drums and all burned, beams and other objects, some of which still burn. On life 
raft not there is some name. I carry out a turn around to the zone. While I sight to the 
horizon of the strange shapes, not very defined. I direct on they. Approaching, to me I 
recognize to be a matter itself of four rafts in wood, each with a mast, the gaffs formed 
from paddles and beams, two with one scarlet red sail, one with one canary yellow sail, 
another with sail white. Given the absolute absence of wind, the sails are used like stretch. 
Aboard of these rafts there are from fifty to seventy persons who at all do not ask me to 
approach them. They remain sitting and many of they are smoking. I approach myself 
maintaining the prow on the rafts. 

Hours 11:56 - I stop myself close to they. I ask in Italian if they have hurt aboard: no answer. I 
repeat the question in English and it comes to me answered negatively. I inform them that 
I would have transmitted their position because they came to save them. Me fierce one is 
answered in way much that it did not import. Around we wide zone covered 3-4000 m of 
wreckage is one of the identical type of those previous ones. 

Hours 11:58 - I go away taking different route in order not to give some indication on my 
direction. 

Hours 12:34 - I put the prow on two masts sighted under the horizon. Soon after I notice to be a 
matter itself of two fishing boat. I go away without makes to see me. I am compiling 
signal for the shipwrecked. 
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Hours 12:47 - An airplane is sighted, then recognized for an airplane of German aid, than after 
little it directs towards the zone where they were is shipwrecked, launch red signal in sea 
and dive. Renounce to transmit my signal. 

Hours 12:57 - An other German airplane is sighted. 

Hours 13:47 - For Rlv. 195° the masts of two warships sight themselves under the horizon. I 
remain in surface and I maneuver in order to maintain to me possibly outside seen from 
they, since I cannot attack, Since the 8 is of approximately 700 on the right - the D. 20,000 
m. I can therefore determine their route that it is of 3000. I transmit signal of discovery. 
Soon after I recognize to be a matter itself of two cruisers with three funnels. 

Hours 14:10 - The two ships approach and pass between the island of Cani and the coast. While on 
my left I sight the trees and the funnel of a mercantile ship which approaches continuously 
maintaining itself but nearly stopped. I do not know if to attribute its maneuver to the 
presence of the English cruisers or to its fear of being attacked from some submarine. 
While it comes to me marked that to the about in that position was one aircraft carriers 
stopped in damage. 

Hours 14:15 - I take immersion and I go to the attack. The shape of the funnel and the deck of the 
attacked ships is of all the similar one to that one of a transport aerial (Aircraft Tender) 
English. In spite of it puts engines to all force I succeed to earn least on the distance, 
although the ship goes slowly, Since it has stopped to approach and it introduces a 8 of 
approximately 160° on the left. The hydrophones do not feel neither the steamboat neither 
the two cruisers that are passing. 

Hours 16:25 - I emerge in order to earn in surface on the distance, to carry me of prow to the ship 
and to attack it in immersion. But finding very close to me, I recognize to be a matter itself 
of a large tug with route towards Biserta. Close to it there is a fishing boat that directs 
towards the island of Cani. I hold them outside of sight maintaining seen to me. 

Hours 16:35 - We are crossing a bench of wreckage: the usual drums, 
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beams, various objects and much naphtha in sea. It comes marked that the aircraft carriers 
is found in other zone hit by a torpedo. 

Hours 17:16 - I direct to the maximum sailing point for the point centers of such zone. 

Hours 17:25 - A national airplane is sighted. From such hour until the sunset they come it sights 
very many national airplanes and allied. In some moments on our sky there are until thirty 
airplane. 

Hours 18:20 - A national torpedo bomber of the type "S.79" moves to the attack against of we 
gives approximately 6000 m of distance. Counter maneuver I do not call people to the 
machine-gunner, in order not to rise of the doubts. I keep myself but ready to maneuver. 
To approximately 2500 m the airplane, having recognized the flag, desists from the attack. 

Hours 18:35 - Various naphtha slicks. 

Hours 18:37 - We have by now last the zone in which it would have had to be the aircraft carriers. 
To the horizon on our left one is looked at dark shape. I think to be a matter itself of the 
Rocks of the Fratelli, in any case I approach myself for short feature for the 
acknowledgment. 

Hours 18:52 - I more direct for a situated point 10 miles to north of the previously marked position 
of the stopped aircraft carrier. 

Hours 18:58 - Another aerial torpedo bomber of the type "S.79" moves to the attack against us, but 
desist at approximately 3000 m. 

Hours 19:03 - For Rlv. 330° I sight one water column. One explosion is felt. On the vertical one of 
the explosion they are passes eleven airplane dives bomber. Around us there are more than 
30 airplane. I direct on the explosions thinking can be a matter of one indication from part 
of an airplane. 

Hours 19:34 - On the right, to the horizon, one is sighted ship, probably a submarine. Little after 
one acknowledges clearly to be a matter itself of a submarine of the class "Emo". 

Hours 19:53 - We pass to capacity of voice of the Emo that asks us news for the aircraft carriers. I 
cannot have any news, the Emo can some give to us. Mutual we ask which it has been the 
zone from we explored. I direct for a intermediate zone. 
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Hours 23:50 - One is sighted flame to the horizon for Rlv- 360°. 
I take to route north. 

Hours 23:54 - Ahead they are ignited to short interval, subsequently from straight left back, to the 
same height, four read flares, of the type of those used from the English airplane 
during the nocturnal attacks. 

Hours 23:58 - I diminish the sailing point and I take route of 350°. 


"14 August 1942. 

Hours 00:04 - Rlv. 330° another four flares that they are always ignited from straight left back, to 
the same height as before. I take route 330°. 

Hours 01:19 - It is felt very distinguished an airplane noise that passes to us very close. 

Hours 01:32 - [come on the left for route south. 

Hours 01:44 - For Rlv. 135° cannonade far away. I take route 135° the engines are ahead at 
maximum force. 

Hours 02:20 - For Rlv. 145° they resume the cannonade. The apex of the trajectory of projectiles is 
seen. The cannonade last approximately a minute. 

Hours 02:23 - I take route 190°, then endured after 200° and 220°. Probably draft of the naval 
formation journeyed from Cape Bon at 01:43, of which to telegram 033114 of 
Maricosom, ended deciphering at 04:32. The ships us must be passing very close, 
but we have not seen to them. The night is very dark. The horizon is not 
distinguished. 

Hours 03:15 - We are crossing a zone of wreckage. In sea there is much combustible liquid. 

Hours 04:57 - Rlv. 227° is sighted a light. I think to be a matter itself of a light on the coast, but in 
any case I approach. Confirmed my supposition, I resume the sweep in proximity 
of the island of the Cani. 

Hours 05:44 - Immersion. 

Hours 20:40 - Emersione. Maricosom, with telegram 195914, orders us to move our zone to the 
west 140 miles. 

Hours 21:11 - I take route true 270°. 

Hours 23:50 - To the SITI unit comes transmitted to a telegram of signaling the submarine Otaria 
the presence to us of a ship 
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of imprecise type to the north-west of our point, with route to the west, speed 8 miles. 
Since the collision course with such ship carry me a little to north of the new zone 
assigned to me, I take route of 278.5°. 


"15 August 1942. 

Hours 00:21 - Maricosom, with telegram 214214, orders us to move the western zone of others 20 
miles. 

Hours 08:54 — In the sea an piece of a airplane. 

Hours 12:44 - Having caught up and exceeded the collision point with the marked ship and not 
being anything in sight to the horizon, I take route to the south. 

Hours 13:13 - Within in zone and I dive. 

Hours 20:53 - Emersion. Sweep the zone ". 

The 16" receive telegram of return and 17" at Cagliari. We still bring back the 
observations of the Commander approximately the behavior of the personnel: 

"The personnel has always answered optimally in every occasion: as already in previous 
actions of contact with the enemy, it has conserved in every moment the maximum serenity of 
spirit, readiness and precision of execution of the given orders, and total disdainful of the danger. 
Stiff always with all its forces to the attainment of the success”. 

Returned the 17", in the night between the 17" and the 18" it leaves again from Cagliari, 
for one zone of ambush to north of the gulf of Tunisi. The 18" same one receives a blanket order 
of return that it regards all the submarines of the Central Mediterranean. In the telegram it is 
recommended to make "enemy submersible principle attention sighted 26 miles to east Sardinian 
Cape Spartivento ". 

On the return route the Bronzo accidentally meets with the marked submarine and traces 
of the action come stated in a visit to the hull of the Bronzo introduced into the basin a few days 
after at La Maddalena to its return. Here the short story of the adventure that has given to place to 
one strange phenomenon on the functioning of the thermal engines. 


"18 August 1942. 


Hours 20:29 - For Rlv. 105°, at a distance approximately 4000 m, exploded a torpedo. The 
explosion has been heard very distinguished also 
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in the inside of the submarine. I turn on the left for Rlv. 290°. 

Hours 20:40 - [hear two strong blows under the hull that gives a light a jump to the boat. I have 
the clean impression that the two blows have taken place first under the gun and the 
second under the sword (1) on the right side. In the moment I do not succeed to comprise 
which it can have been the cause, but when I come to acquaintance who both motors, at 
the same time to the 2" collision, are it throws down you from 300 to 400 turns without 
that some touched them, and then are endured after returns you to 300 turns, me introduces 
the idea to have invested the enemy submarine, than, to the first collision, it has given air. 
The air, escaped from the flooding or a broken air vent from the collision, investing the 
propellers, has made them to fall. Finished the outflow of the air, the motors are returned 
to normal regimen. They will come communicates the assessments to you made in river 
basin. A diagram of our maneuver and the probable maneuver of the enemy submarine is 
enclosed. 

Hours 20:58 - Give signal of the torpedo that is burst close to me. I resume the route for point C, 
where I reach 

Hours 21:15 - I continue on the safe routes. In proximity of Cape Spartivento encounter a 
minesweeper that I send on the point where has been perceived the collision. 

Hours 01:01 - Moored to the submarine dock of Cagliari ". 


"Cobalto" - Commander, Lieut. RAFFAELE AMICARELLI 
Foreman GN, Ten. GN GIOVANNI MELOSCI 


Depart from Cagliari on 11 August, has not returned. Its history is narrated effectively 
from the relation compiled from the Commander on return from imprisonment. 

"I1 August 1942 - All the submarines of the Group of Cagliari leave the base for war 
mission, later on to sight of coming from Anglo-American naval forces in route towards east and 
from Gibraltar. 


(1) External organ jutting out from the hull, of the electro-acoustic apparatus in order to 
receive and to transmit marks them to short distance. 
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I leave the base at 18:00 hours, I direct for the zone of ambush in waters of the Channel of 
Sicily. 

12 August 1942 - At dawn they are in zone and I take immersion. In the course of the 
morning I receive various signals of discovery which leaves me to preview that I will enter in 
contact with the enemy naval forces during the night or at dawn of the successive day. Towards 
09:00 hours it comes received a circular message of Maricosom: 

"The enemy is trying to force the passage of the Channel of Sicily in order to reach 
besieged Malta. The enemy does not have to pass. The Country makes confidence on the 
aggressive spirit and the will of victory of the submarines. Attacked with the maximum 
engagement and without limits of zone ". 

Give reading of the message to the crew adding little words of circumstance. 

In the meantime others the signal of discovery specify that the enemy forces are formed in 
two groups: the first one, composed of a convoy with numerous escort, directed for the passage 
between the coast and La Galite; the second, composed of battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers 
with strongest escort of destroyers, more to the north. 

They are somewhat uncertain on the had position having during the night damages to a 
motor and defective operation of the gyrocompass, and not having been able to observe to the 
dawn because of the covered sky. I think however that directing to maximum speed in surface 
towards the west I have strong probability to come in contact with one of the groups. At 09:30 
hours I emerge and I direct to the maximum force for 280°. After two hours I dive for 10 minutes 
to listen: to the hydrophone numerous sources, force 2-3, disturbance some, motors, engines of it 
alternatives in the forward fields - static survey. Surfacing and I replace in route and speed. After 
approximately half hour to the unexpected, to little hundreds of meters a submarine class "Emo" 
emerges. The mutual acknowledgment is immediate. The submarine that has initially my route, 
approaches towards the south. I try to arrive to capacity of voice for give following itself, being by 
now very sure of my maneuver; but I do not succeed. 

Perhaps it has not found still nothing to the hydrophones and wants to try an interception 
under coast, has found something back to the south. However at the time an approached width and 
goes away. In the meantime an airplane comes sighted towards the south-west. We dive at the 
same time. 
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The airplane does not see and passes beyond. Return to periscope depth, the hydrophones 
confirm me same sources, very close, most numerous. 

At 13:45 hours polar survey 350° I sight a DD and to interval of little second others DD. 
They cover the field from polar survey 350 to polar survey 20. The 8 it is 0°. Estimated distance: 
18,000-20,000 m. They are apparently online of forehead, more probably on a great arc of circle 
and complete attend approached widths independent. 

To the extreme numerous limit of the horizon smoke. 

The calmest sea, serene sky, perfect visibility. Many airplane in flight. My estimated 
position is 30 miles to the northeast of La Galite. 

Given the position of the enemy forces, I deduce to be a matter itself of the heavy naval 
force and decide to try to attack against one of the greater ships (Nelson, Rodney, Wasp, among 
which the marked are nominative in the discovery message). 

I come down to 50 m for avoiding the aerial recognition, Give the preparation orders and 
inform the crew who goes itself to the attack. I come two or three times to periscope depth. The 
DD launch depth bombs, but they have apparently not found my presence. 

At 14:00 hours approximately, noise of propellers that are approached, expires towards 
stern, goes away, returns, goes away again. The hydrophones do not give more specific 
indications; in 360° sources - the maximum force - they cover one with the other, with particular 
intensity in the forward fields of the right. 

The torpedo is ready: the crew is in place of combat. I come to periscope depth while 
beginning the approached towards the north. I put outside the minimum of necessary periscope: to 
300 m to the left to right there is an approached DD in violent towards of me. I return the 
periscope and are to 18 m, when before the salvo catches up to me exploding over the hull. The 
turret jumps as if it had to be fallen apart, the boat is pushed low violently. The detention to 
approximately 120 m, but does not govern well. The prow rudders are not responding, the boat is 
weighted down and come down been tail-heavy. Another salvo and isolated bombs follow nearest 
while the boat does not answer to the commands and knows them and comes down. After the 
second salvo the motor of the right falls; I think that the propeller has been hit and the motor firm. 
The boat is much being tail-heavy and comes down. I go in the room launch AD, but no water way 
is visible. [have exhausted the dosage water and the boat is still heavy and comes down been tail- 
heavy. Support 
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with water maneuvers, but uselessly. The pressure in the inside is nearly unbearably. Many light 
bulbs are out, the local maneuver insufficient are illuminated. The r.t. apparatuses is in pieces. The 
crew is calmest. 

At 16:45 hours give the order to the 2" officer Lieut. Giorguli Elio, to send the armaments 
of the piece and the machine-gunner in turret in the attempt to emerge and to give combat on the 
surface. 

The Engineer, Lieut. GN Melosci Giovanni communicates to me that air AP (high 
pressure) nearly is exhausted; not there is other to make that to await the end. 

Another explosion; this farther time and to greater depth. I feel that the boat slows down 
its reduction, stop and is recommenced to go up, at first very slowly then more and more fast while 
it lists on the left. The Engineer tries to catch up the air vent of the right, but the boat is listing at 
least 60° and he cannot walk. The sideslip is in order to reach 90° when the boat is straightened by 
a blow. 

We are on the surface. The hatches are deformed and only after many efforts Ensign 
Romito Stelio succeeds to open that one of the turret. 

The armament of the piece that is on the turret jumps in bridge and runs to arm the piece. I 
follow, and see across on the right, distance 300-500 m an English DD that to all force directs on 
me for ramming while it opens the fire with gun and machine-gunner. Give order to open the air 
vents, to abandon the ship in order to avoid that the crew is massacred. People tidily exit from the 
hatches of prow and turret. The prow is high on the sea, the hull is already under from the turret to 
breast and is filling up with water. The enemy suspends the fire and ram at high speed hitting the 
ship across on the right. 

Many people are hurled into the sea the most violent collision, among which the 
undersigned who, being in feet on the clapper of the bridge in order to make sure itself that not 
there was some in the point in which had to happen the ramming, between the violence of the 
collision and the instinctive movement for avoid right of the prow of the DD comes projected in 
sea grazing the hull. 

When I resurface the submarine is distant only little meters and therefore I can return 
immediately to edge. 

The two ships are remained embedded for various seconds, and of 
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tops hang from prow. Three sailors scramble up on the DD while four English sailors let to fall in 
turret in full equipment. The order to open the air vents has not been received from the 2™ Officer 
the intercom being out of service and the megaphone port blocked. 

However the maneuver room is already full of water, and only little meters of hull and mid 
turret emerge. 

Lieut Giorguli, that it comes in covered for last, is in order to precipitate itself of new 
under when I ask to it if he has opened the air vents, but I stop being his brave gesture, but 
perfectly useless, because after a few seconds, at 17:02 hours of 12 August the Cobalto is arranged 
in vertical and sinks. 

The DD Ithuriel has put in the meantime in sea of the boats in order to collect the 
shipwrecked. 

Aid a pair of men to catch up of the life launch from aboard and then I swim along side of 
the [thuriel, where I go up when the rafts are returned. 

Lacking to the appeal: S.T.V. compi.: Gardella Giovanni, disappears into the sea. 
Electrician: Volpe, passed away aboard. 

The death of the electrician Volpe have been stated personally from the undersigned. Two 
of four English sailors drown under the weight of their equipment. 

Aboard of the /thuriel they are received with military correctness. They are removed from 
my men and lodged in a officer’s cabin where I receive the visit of the 2" officer that me delivery 
a letter of the Commander of the ship. And a chivalrousness letter with expressions of 
congratulations for the attempt of attack and the condolences for the loss of my ship and my men. I 
must be considered with all my personal host, not captive. The letter subsequently was taken at the 
temporary camp of New Market in the course of a search to my personal objects made during my 
absence from the lodging. 

On 15 August I have an encounter with the Commander of the ship which me 
confirmation that my ship had been found by ASDIC and that after the first salvo had lost great 
amounts of naphtha. 

The evening of the 15" we are at Gibraltar. Before being transferred to the fortress of 
Gibraltar I come interrogated from a commander of which I do not know the name, which it insists 
in order to know my origin without to succeed. The talk is much stormy, because 
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that I refusal of give any other indication beyond my personal data and refusal to discuss with the 
Italian political situation. 

To the fortress of Gibraltar they are lodged in a cell in the same one slowly of forces and 
civil prisoners, for which I protest and as conclusion the Admiralty decides to transfer to me to 
England with the first means of departure. 

The 19" I’m transferred on the English aircraft carriers Furious. The 27" of the same 
month disembarkation at Glasgow and are carried here with all the my staff, but always separated, 
to New Market, temporary Camp of interrogation”. 


"Dagabur" - Commander, Lieut. RENATO PECORI 
Foreman GN, CAP GN RENATO PECORI 

Departed from Cagliari on 4 August directs towards its zone at approximately 50 miles for 
the north-west of Bougie. On the same 4" receives order to move more towards the west, to south 
of the Baleari. It turns out from English source, that on 12 August the English DD Wolverine of 
the escort to the aircraft carrier Furious (that directed for Gibraltar having carried out its mission 
launched 37 "Spitfire" assigned to Malta) was rammed, after to have recorded it to the radar, an 
Italian submarine in lat. 37° 10' north long. 010 58’ east. Not there is doubt that was a matter of the 
Dagabur. 

The Wolverine had the seriously damaged prow and had had to escort in its navigation 
towards Gibraltar. 

On the contribution given from the Dagabur to the naval operations and on its end any 
element lacks painfully, being the submarine disappeared with all the its crew. 


"Dandur" - Commander, Lieut. GGOVANNI FEBBRARO 
Foreman GN, Lieut. GN LORENZO BETRO 
Departed from Cagliari on 11 August. The 12" reach in zone and guided from the 
information that gradually it receives, it assumes route of approach the marked enemy. 


"12 August 1942. 


Hours 17:35 - The hydrophones signal me numerous sources (force 1 - 2); I follow the course of 
the surveys that, because of the immense field occupied from sources, seem 
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to maintain itself constant. That makes to think me of being on the director of march of the 
formation. 

Hours 18:00 - Being increased the force of sources, I come to periscope depth and I sight the 
enemy naval formation to the 9-10 thousand meters distance, that it is sailing with 90°. I 
have the impression that, in their last moments previous I come to periscope depth, the 
formation has executed one approached from the left. I carry myself to the attack route 
north: little to right of the bow with a 8 greater of 90° to right I distinguish a cruiser and a 
battleship. Straight of prow I distinguish clearly aircraft carriers with 8B = 90° to right 
followed by a battleship. Between me and the formation I distinguish 5 DD with route 
parallel to the same formation, to the distance of approximately 7000 m; the last Ct is on a 
= 320° with 8 tightened on the right. 

Hours 18:04 - I carry to me to a depth of 25 m with prow 60° and put to the maximum sailing 
point hoping to catch up one useful distance to the launch in case of zigzag of the enemy. 
After approximately 10 minutes I decide to come to periscope quota in order to examine 
the situation. To depth of 20 m approximately, while I am coming to periscope depth, the 
hydrophones signal me one turbine in express approach; I at the same time feel the turbine 
to hull on my vertical one and at the same time. 

Hours 18:30 -4 depth charges that burst nearest the hull. The strongest concussion cause to 
extinction of lights and release of maximum with consequent arrest of motors globe E.P., 
breach numerous and glasses of the instruments; I partially flood quickly and I carry me a 
depth of 120 m, therefore to 90 m remaining on the silent order with a minimal Av. 
machine. Other near bombs are followed while I carry me to the aforesaid depth. Not as 
soon as repaired the damage to the hydrophones, produced from the concussion I feel two 
turbines that, remaining in the zone, they subject to me to search with most frequent use of 
the petard, whose noise on the hull I distinguish clearly. The launch of bombs continuous 
most frequent (n. 120) until the 21:20. The 
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two turbines remain in zone with variable force from 4 to 5 (1). 

Hours 22:45 - The hydrophones signal me others turbines present in the zone. 

Hours 23:00 - Being the force of sources become 3 I decide to emerge. 

Hours 23:18 - emerge. A very near the coast of bow and to 40° on the left of the bow I sight two 
fires: I direct on what I see ahead and little after I have the impression that on it happens 
an explosion after which I do not distinguish anything. The same phenomenon I observe 
on the other steamboat to my left. 


"13 August 1942. 

Hours 01:35 - I direct in order to re-enter to the zone. I dive in order to execute a listen to 
hydrophones. 

Hours 02:20 - I emerge. I direct for the zone. 

Hours 04:00 - Beginning the sweep in the zone. 

Hours 06:15 - I dive; at once I state that the explosion of the bombs has provoked the complete 
blinding of the periscopes. Little confidence, gives also the hydrophones having found 
isolation low to many receivers. Being in the impossibility to carry out the ambush at 
periscope depth and I listen to SITI the every hour, I decide to return to base. 

Hours 11:30 - I emerge. 

Hours 12:30 - I direct in order to return. 

Hours 15:30 - Having received message of Maricosom that signals me it the presence of a stopped 
enemy aircraft carrier in damage, I decide to reverse the route and to go to the search of 
the sighted ship, having the possibility to operate by night. 

Hours 16:55 - With hour protocol given 151413 I receive message of Maricosom that cancels the 
previous signal of sight of the enemy aircraft carrier. I decide to return to the base and 
invert the route. 


(1) "Motors E.P." it means electric motors propulsion. "M. T." it means instead thermal engines. 
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Hours 19:30 - With hour protocol given 164513 I receive message of Maricosom that again gives 
to the position of a stopped aircraft carrier damaged to me. To half hour of distance from 
the point of landing place C of Cagliari, having the possibility to bring to me on the 
marked point, I decide to reverse the route once again. 


"14 August 1942. 

Hours 00:00 - They are on the point of sight of the enemy aircraft carrier. Having received from 
Maricosom the order to return to the base, I direct for return. 

Hours 04:10 - I sight to 50° ahead to the right with submersible route 290° approximately a nearly 
stopped at a distance of approximately 1550-2000 m. I put the breast over and I go away 
for 5 minutes I invert the route and I direct on the point of the sight, introducing to me 
with 8 tightened. Way approximately 15 minutes, but not encounter more the submarine 
before sighted. 

Hours 06:30 - They are on point C of Cagliari. 

Hours 09:20 - Pass the obstructions. 

Hours 09,47 — I’m moored ". 


"Dessié" - Commander, Lieut. RENATO SCANDOLA 
Engineer, Lieut. D.M. c. FELICE MARANNA 
Departed from Trapani 11 August, the successive day is in zone to north of the Gulf of 
Tunisi: 


"12 August 1942. 

Hours 05:22 - Immersion entering in zone. 

Hours 18:07 - Indistinct noise forces one to the hydrophones for Rlv. 270°. Negative periscope 
exploration. I direct towards the source. The spin of the survey gives the feeling to me that 
the source stretches to expire slightly towards the coast. I take normal route to the survey. 

Hours 19:00 - At the periscope I sight the tops of the masts and the smoke of the convoy. 

Hours 19:07 - I see the convoy attacked from national airplane; the ships are sailing in scattered 
order zigzag in continuation protect from the DD of the escort. 
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Hours 19:10 - [can count 24 ships of which 14 steamboats and 10 DD. At the periscope I see that 
a considerable nucleus of large steamboats is being formed while others continue to be 
sailing in scattered order. Three DD wind ahead to this nucleus, others the two protect the 
left side towards aft. Two DD isolated, more to the north, holds to me on B next to zero. 
The main nucleus is sailing for Rlv. 110° with a speed that I estimate 15 knots. Given to 
the conditions of the sea (flat calm) and of the low sun on the horizon I carry to me on 
route of attack for impact 110°. 

Hours 19:38 - At a distance that I estimate on 1800 m are on the angle of sight and give outside to 
the four torpedo of prow with divergence of two degrees one from the other, and interval 
between a second launch and the other of three (lat. 37° 38' north, long. 10° 25’ east) (1). 
A few moments before the launch I saw eight steamboats clearly very close one from the 
other, a lot that the prow of one covered the stern of the others; the steamboats are of 
tonnage from the 10,000 to the 15,000 tons and of modern line; out thrust prow, cruiser 
stern. Hydroponic characteristics of the drive system: turbine. In spite of the water 
maneuvers and the sailing point of the engines, I come outside with the turret. I execute 
disengagement to depth 40 m. 

A minute and forty seconds later the first outside hear two explosions of torpedo. To the 
hydrophones it is impossible to find if any unit has stopped cause the continuous 
explosions that are overlapped. 

I decide to return to periscope depth in order to eventually attack other units with the 
torpedo that I still have to breast. 

Hours 19:56 - While I am going back begins the hunting from part of the DD of the escort. This 
lasted until 21:27. It comes executed from three ships with the aid of the petard, and, I 
think, of the hydrophones. I have the feeling of to have obtained 


(1) Forty-five miles to the north-west of Cape Bon. 
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it turns out in how much for twenty minutes the DD have not given hunting to me and two 
have been always maintained in a determined area, where I think found the hit steamboats, 
going away from these only for the dropping of depth charges. 
The depth charges directed against the ships have been approximately 120, but none at a 
distance such to cause damages. During the hunting they are maintained to me to depth 90 
m with silent order. Over 90 m and every time that I have replaced in motion the engines, 
the hunting has resumed more violently. 

Hours 21:20 - The sources lessens and disappears. 

Hours 22:12 - Emersion. Of breast at a distance of approximately a mile and half I have two 
steamboats in flames. Close to these a dense black cloud that sends flares it gives me the 
idea must be a matter of an other set afire steamboat. Given the conditions of it loads with 
the air and of the electric power, given the intensity of fires of the steamboats that me 
seems clearly must be considered lost, decides to go away in order to return on the as soon 
as possible the scene. 

Hours 23:50 - What I had appreciated for a steamboat, with fire aboard wrapped in a smoke cloud, 
explodes for unquestionable explosions of torpedo. The fire also on this third steamboat 
blazes now in full load. 


"13 August 1942. 

Hours 03:15 - Only now all and the three fires are extinguished. I direct for the zone of these fires. 
The sea all around is covered of naphtha and wreckage. 

Hours 05:36 - Immersion. 

Hours 10:47 - Number continuation 064113 I emerge in order to carry to me in my zone of 
mopping-up. 

Hours 11:59 - Fast immersion for three strike aircrafts that flew with westerly route. Distance 
10,000 meters, height 200 meters. 

Hours 12:59 - I emerge. 

Hours 14:27 - I execute fast immersion because of aircraft. 

Hours 15:22 - I emerge. 
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Hours 15:37 - Fast immersion for airplane. 

Hours 16:12 - I emerge. 

Hours 16:15 - I sight for south one sure enormous column of smoke provoked from the fire of 
some ship. 

Hours 16:26 - I sight two airplane that are gone around and around to this fire. 

Hours 17:08 - I direct for the fire. Exchange signakl of acknowledgment with Italian and German 
airplane that are followed in my sky. 

Hours 17:14 - I sight boats in the pressed ones of the fire. 

Hours 17:30 - [have the feeling that the ship is sunk; the fire still continuous. 

Hours 17:56 - I dip myself for airplane. 

Hours 18:48 - I emerge. I direct for the wreckage with the goal to recognize of that ship features. 

Hours 19:20 - I carry me under a life raft. No shipwrecked not even on near rafts. Recovery some 
objects to the aim to recognize the nominative case of the ships. 

Hours 19:30 - I go away par ahead all. The fire on the water stretches to end. 

Hours 19:35 - I sight German bomber formations that execute uncoupling of bombs in proximity 
of the fire. I ignite two smoked of acknowledgment. The bombers that are a dozen begin 
the hammering on my ship. Before the discharge falls to forward of the boat, the others 
frames to me laterally. At the same time to the smoked I have made to show on the bridge 
the national flag of second largeness. 

Hours 19:38 - The bombers go away after that the tip apparatus has made a recognition turn over 
ours bridge. 

Hours 19:40 - Beginning the assessment of the damages endured from the boat. Route for the end 
the northeast of the zone. Hit from splinters: officers 4, non-commissioned officers 2, 
sailors 2. 

Hours 21:27 - Transmitted telegram of return. 

Hours 23:50 - Four airplane at a distance ignite a flare astern of approximately 2000 meters. 
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"14 August 1942. 
Hours 02:22 - Transmitted landing place telegram. 
Hours 08:00 — Clear obstruction. 
Hours 08:30 - mooring". 

Endured after the bombing the Dessié torpedo boat had telegraphed to Maricosom asking 
the dispatch in order transfer the serious wounded. Maricosom instead had given order to the 
Dessié to return. The numerous damages endured to the hull to the machinery to the material in 
kind (between which the breach of some elements of the accumulating batteries with acid spillage) 
they rendered in fact the immersion impossible and the Dessié returns to base lead by the 2™ 
officer the commander also being among the wounded. 


"Emo" - Commander, Lieut. GIUSEPPE FRANCO 
Foreman GN, Lieut. GN RAFFAELE ZICCARDI 
Departed from Cagliari on 11 August. The 12" at 01:05 are in zone and in the afternoon it 
sights the convoy: 


"12 August 1942. 

Hours 14:43 - Explosion of far bombs. Since to the hydrophones it seems to find a source towards 
north at 15:04 I emerge and I direct to all force on Rv. 0°. 

Hours 15:29 - Immersion. 

Hours 15:36 - The hydrophones find turbines for 310°. I approach with prow on the survey in 
order to determine of the sense of rotation. 

Hours 16:00 - Since the survey expires towards the right decides to emerge. 

Hours 16:04 - Sighted to the periscope the naval force on the true bearing 310°. Account twenty- 
nine ships of which sixteen steamboats, a aircraft carrier, probably a battleship and other 
numerous warships. I appreciate following given 8 = 60° straight, RB = 70°, VB = 14 
miles. I direct for the attack of the aircraft carrier (1). 

Hours 16:25 - The ships of the naval formation turn to the right of approximately 90°. In these 
conditions they will come to pass 


(1) RB and VB mean route of the target and speed of the target 
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useful distance of launch only some DD and a cruiser. The aircraft carriers that have not 
still approached remain to 3000 m behind the cruiser. I think that it does not convene to 
me to attend the eventual one approached of the aircraft carriers and decide launch against 
the cruiser that will pass to me to approximately 2000 meters. 

Hours 16:33 - Launch of prow 4 you torpedo. Data to the launch: RB = 160° - VB = 14 - p=17°- 
1= 102° B=85° - Rv = 82° - V =2,5 - D= 1800 meters. 
Depth you torpedo 4 m - angle-shot 0° - divergence between torpedo 4°. 
At 1m 47s after outside an explosion of torpedo is felt and to 2m 20s and 2m 30s others 
two explosions. 

Hours 16:34 - Me disengagement. 

Hours 16:37 - Explosion of two bombs very close. 
From the 16:37 to 17:40 at intervals dropping of bombs, some many neighbors. From the 
17:40 bombs in removal. 

Hours 19:00 - I emerge and I communicate for R.T. the carried out attack. 

Hours 19:10 - Immersion. 

Hours 22:28 - I emerge and I resume the sweep. 


"13 August 1942. 

Hours 00:58 - I sight ahead on the true bearing 180° to approximately 4000 meters two DD with B 
= 90° to right; Since to prow I do not have torpedo I cannot try the attack. 

Hours 01:12 — At avoid the two DD I dive for I listen to hydrophones. To the hydrophones to the 
outward of turbines in removal, free zone. I emerge and launch signal of discovery. 

Hours 05:30 - Immersion. 

Hours 06:00 - The hydrophones find one source for 115°. I listen, with the prow on the source. 

Hours 06:10 - I sight in direction of the hydrophonic survey a submarine that two minutes later is 
dived. I resume the sweep. 

Hours 10:20 - Received the order to execute search of damaged enemy unit I emerge and I direct 
to all force for the assigned zone. 
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Hours 11:28 - See on Rilev. 40° a submarine in surface with route the north-west; at 11:50 the 
sighted submarine dives to 7000 m on the Rilev. 120°. 

Hours 12:56 - Received order to move in immersion 10 miles the north in the assigned zone I dive. 

Hours 14:38 - One is sighted to the periscope shape on the Rilev. 90°, I approach with the prow on 
the target and recognize to be a matter of a submarine (type " Dandolo "). I resume the 
route and at 15:01 received the order to search for a stopped aircraft carrier, I emerge and I 
direct to all force for the marked point. At 16:20 I receive number that it cancels aircraft 
carrier sight. I invert the route and I direct newly for the zone previously assigned. 

Hours 17:07 - Intercepted signal of aerial discovery that confirmation position aircraft carrier I 
invert the route and I direct on the marked point. 

Hours 18:15 - In lat. 37° 54' 30" north long. 9° 33' east we cross a wide naphtha streak. In the 
afternoon most numerous national airplane are sighted. 

Hours 19:15 - I sight submarine type "Cobalto"; I approach and I recognize submarine Bronzo. 

Hours 19:46 - Reached on the marked point of the aircraft carriers I execute search with negative 
outcome. 

Hours 23:29 - Received the order I move myself slowly for the east until meridian 10°. 

Hours 23:50 - I sight on the Rilev. 60° shooting illuminant. I direct towards the direction from 
which it seems to come the shooting 


"14 August 1942. 

Hours 00:16 - Having sighted null I do not dip myself for I listen to hydrophones. The 
hydrophones are total damaged. It is attempted to repair the damage to the hydrophones 
without result. The axle of right loses abundantly for which it becomes necessary to supply 
to more soon to the added of puddening. 

Hours 01:21 - I emerge and, after executed the job of the axis, I resume the hanging object. 

Hours 04:45 - Immersion. At 19:05 received order to search an enemy cruiser in damage, I emerge 
and I direct for the indicated point. 
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"15 August 1942. 
Hours 09:11 - Reached in the assigned zone I dive. 
Hours 20:31 - Emersion. 


"16 August 1942. 
Hours 05:30 - Immersion. 
Hours 11:50 - Received order I emerge and I direct for return. 


"17 August 1942. 
Hours 02:26 - I moor to the submarine dock". 


The hunting endured on the 12" had produced damages and serious disadvantages also 
that had been vigorous face and exceed. Law in the relationship: 

a) Abundant losses from the spillage sheaths have been taken place axles. Especially 
during the hunting endured on the August 1942, being the unit fallen until to a depth of 
approximately 145 m, has been necessary to decant the water with pump by hand and buckets from 
the torpedo room to the bilge of room M.T.. Twice have been added puddening to the two axles. 

b) Later on to water infiltrations the cassette of fine race of the attack periscope has been 
found completely flooded. 

c) During the hunting endured from the unit the 12" the flooding of the magnetic compass 
has been taken place and the disabling of the gauge of great depth and some gauges of the double 
bottoms, arranges in the maneuver room. 

d) a remarkable loss to the flooding of the case of fast immersion has been taken place 
moreover, for which it has been necessary to use of the dosage water in order to compensate the 
increase in weight of the fast that it has been always held flooded. From verifications executed to 
on the return from the diver, has turned out a deformation of the rectangular hatch of the flooding 
for which being place in the dry dock becomes necessary. 


"Giada" - Commander, Lieut. GASPARE CAVALLINA 
Foreman G.N., Lieut. GN SERGIO PERESSON 


The Giada, during the operation of Mid August 1942, being in ambush 70 miles to the 


north-west of Algeria, is attacked at 09:34 of 12 August from an aircraft that the launch the two 
bombs very close 
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while it was dived. For the most violent concussion the control instruments were all damaged, 
comprised compasses, and vertical rudder; moreover abundant water filtrations are taken place 
through some unconnected sheets. After to have come down until 140 meters the submarine it 
succeeds to return afloat and, disabled to dive, it takes the measures in order to support eventual 
combats in surface, while with the arm pumps it tries to expel the water that continues to penetrate. 
Governing on the sun and the direction of the waves the Commander it directs in order to go to 
shelter itself to Port Soller (Majorca) in order to make hurried repairs in the short time granted 
from the international norms on the stay of belligerent ships in neutral ports. While it navigates in 
therefore precarious conditions, It sets afire the naphtha that come out of the bilge, but the ready 
participation of lieutenant G.N. Sergio Peresson and the civil engineer of guarantee of FIAT 
Giuseppe Bertetti extinguishes the fire in definitive way. 

And now lets go the word to the Commander: 

"Hours 13:45 - Coming from nearly astern, in the wake of the sun, I sight a four-motor 
plane” Sunderland ", that it directs in order to attack to me, flying to the lowest height; I maneuver 
in order to introduce of flank and beginning to me to fire with the gun. The "Sunderland" attacks at 
the same time making fire with all its machine-gunner and executing the aim not on the submarine, 
but on a zone of 100- sea 200 meters in front of if with the bow machine-gunner and behind of if 
with the aft machine-gunner, than therefore they still begin the fire before flying over to me. The 
height from which it attacks to me, I think is not advanced to the 30-50 meters; the apparatus in all 
is distinguished in fact its particular. Shortly before reaching on the vertical it uncouples four large 
bombs, than but they explode in water, the nearest to one some thirty of meters from my right side. 
Therefore goes away. From the type of the explosion, I think that at least two of the uncoupled 
bombs were not of depth. During the phase of removal, continuous to fire with the gun on the 
airplane that in the first passage has flown over the aft of the submarine. After some minutes the 
"Sunderland" to circles trying to defilade to me from breast prow. Also this time I approach in 
order to second introduce the minimal target to eventual a launch of bombs that does not come 
executed. The passage comes carried out nearly over the bridge and numerous projectiles of the 
machine-gun hit the personnel on the place 
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of combat. Re-complete the armament by the gun, that it continues to fire with the slow rhythm 
because only served from the head torpedo man of the class Asteriti Leonardo, already hurt to the 
left shoulder from a splinter while it fired with the forward machinegun. Same crew the 
machinegun of bow, while I entrust the wounded to the ou officer, lieutenant Barazzuoli Mario, 
that until it had then directed the shooting. The "Sunderland", executes soon after another passage 
heading at the bridge. In the phase of approach I succeed to put on the airplane the first blows; my 
director falls hit seriously. The pointer of the aft machinegun gunner P.M. Barba Secondo, 
succeeds to center, soon after the complete passage, two loaders on the wing of the "Sunderland", 
between the two motors of left from where they are raised endured some strips of gray smoke that 
they become therefore a black blaze. To approximately 1000 meters the unit the apparatus to 
disappear behind an enormous water column, produced from the bombs that have uncoupled in 
order to lighten themselves; it resumes in fact for low height, but the left wing is for a good third 
part in prey to the flames that always increase. At approximately 3000 meters the airplane it falls 
into the water and from the point in which it is found it raises one column of black smoke. For 
little, between the waves, I still see the apparatus. While on the right I sight a new distant airplane. 
I reorder the armaments of the piece and of the machine-gunner for the new attack and while I 
make to carry below the serious wounded. The chief petty officer r.t. Nacca Francisco, 
matriculation 52836, calls to me and she says to me: "Commander we have shot it down, long live 
Italy", therefore while I try of give Cognac, he dies. 

The airplane is maintained distant, outside from the capacity of shooting of my arms. It 
makes one aimed for the "Sunderland" of which still the column of black smoke is seen. Therefore 
it passes me ahead with a wide turn. 

Hours 14:45 - Ido not notice more the airplane. 

(It continues with the list of the 9 wounded, of which 3 serious). 

Hours 18:15 - I sight Cape De La Nao. The conditions of the more serious wounded, in 
worsening, advise to me to bring to me to Valencia, where account to reach before 24:00 rather 
than Baleari where I would arrive to the morning. I direct therefore for Valencia. At 

Hours 22:10 - the pushed naphtha tube of the motor of Sn. already damaged, is fallen apart 
and must stop the motor. I continue with a single motor and to 
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hours 23,55 — make anchor near the head of the North Wharf of Valencia. I call the Pilot...". 

The action has carried out 40 miles to the east of Cartagena. 

The relationship continues, speaking about the attendance given from the Spanish 
Authorities, goods the effective participation of our Consul Dr. Antonio Catania, of the 
disembarkation of the wounded to the hospital of Valencia, of the funeral honors given to the 
remains of the r.t. deputy Francisco Nacca. 

At 06:45 of 13 August (that is after only 7 hours of pause) the Giada leaves again, after to 
have repaired the main damages, and at 20:00 of submersible 14 August Commander moors itself 
to the station of La Maddalena. 


"Granito" -, Lieut. LEO SPOSITO 
Engineer, CAP D.M. C. CARLO CAROLILLO 
Departed from Cagliari 5 August. The 6" are in zone approximately 50 miles to north of 
Biserta. In the night from the 10" to the 11" it sights two French steamboats illuminates previewed 
from the calendar of the French traffic. The 12" are subordinate to hard and extended hunting: 


"12 August 1942. 

Hours 06,:10 - I dive. 

Hours 12:00 - I come to periscope depth for I listen to the SITI that lasts until to 12:38 hours. 
Finishing the SITI I return to depth 45 m. Immediately after the hydrophones find turbines 
in approach for which I order to come to periscope depth. While I go up the hydrophones 
find, always on constant survey, 2 turbines in strong approach and, to 20 m of depth, it 
begins before the discharge of depth charges. Thinking of to have been already 
characterized from other means and date the absolute calm of the sea that does not concur 
to make a periscope exploration without being sure sights to you, carries to me to depth 60 
m where, stopped the engines, it remains in static order. It begins the systematic hunting. 

Hours 14:52 - The hydrophones find various sources alternatives and others turbines for which I 
think to be a matter itself of enemy naval forces that journey in my zone. The hunting 
while continues and it prevents to me to come to periscope depth. 
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Hours 14:53 - Is hears to hull the characteristic noise of the sonar. 

Hours 15:11 - One of the destroyers passes to me over and it hears to hull the noise of the 
propellers that proceed to slow motion. I think exactly of being characterized. 

Hours 16:19 - It is heard of new passing the destroyer and then to stop itself in the vicinities. 

Hours 16:20 - Of new they are Sonar and the destroyer resumes to slow motion launch a discharge 
of depth charges that burst nearest. Some lights are extinguished. The boat comes down to 
96 m. Take advantage of the explosions in order to make the water passages. Return to 60 
m depth (1). 

Hours 17:00 - [hear of new the shot with an arrow one of the sonar. 

Hours 18:22 - The hydrophones find the maximum force on a my right electric motor. I think that 
it is anther submarine. The destroyer goes away and creed that has characterized the new 
source. Now the depth charges fall to some distance. 

Hours 19:14 - The hydrophones find for Rilev. a 180° other source with the electric motor 
characteristic. 

Hours 19:20 - The hydrophones find from 0° to 60° sources force 4. They make to suppose the 
transit of one new formation. At the same time they find a turbine in approach on constant 
survey and endured after it recommences the hunting. 

Hours 19:38 - The turbine is approached echo hull the noise of the propellers that proceed to slow 
motion and endured after an important number of depth charges they burst to me over. 
They are to 90 m. depth. 

Hours 21:04 - the turbine is newly to the zenith and echo the noise of the propellers. The 
systematic hunting continues until 21:30 hours: in total 301 depth charges have been 
launched. The hydrophones continue to give the surveys to me of still turbines In the zone. 

Hours 22:00 — The turbines are in removal. Rest still in 


(1) Must be interpreted in the not perceptible sense that the noise of the pumps for the 


water passages from a case to a other was covered from the noise of the explosion and therefore 
from the opposing hydrophones. 
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immersion in order to try to characterize with the hydrophones the position of the 
formation but I do not have some survey. 
Hours 22:10 - I emerge and I hang it in zone estimating of being in good position for eventual 
passage of other ships". 
The 13 attack maneuver tries one on hydrophones indications. 
The 14 source feels to the hydrophones very weak for true bearing 120°. . 


"14 August 1942. 

Hours 03:40 - [emerge and I assume a route of 160°. Reached under coast to a distance of 
approximately 2 miles, estimating of being enough under for being able to sight the 
eventual targets outlined in the open sea, I approach of new for route 90°. 

Hours 04:34 - I receive another telegram of discovery that me confirmation the passage in zone of 
a naval formation that at 01:43 was journeyed from Cape Bon. 

Hours 04:47 - I sight of bow on a = 355° three shapes with route to the about to the west, two very 
close to approximately 4000 m and the other farthest one. The two nearer shapes 
respective introduce a 8 of 20° on the left and 5° to right. The ships of the formation 
zigzagging each in order own account. 

Hours 04:51 - Reached a distance a little inferior to 2000 m I execute the first launch of forward 
pair against the target with 8 on the left that while it had been increased with 8 of 30° on 
the left. One of the torpedo not depart because it has not been made in time to open the 
hatch. While on the right one of the formation I sight the escort composed of four DD, 
therefore the target that to the sight had a 8 of 5° to right approaches on its left opening 
itself on a B of 45° 

Hours 04:52 - I execute the second forward pair making one small approached on the right for 
approximately 10° on this second target that I recognize for a cruiser type "London". I 
continue the approached one for approximately 70°. 

Hours 04:53 - The hydrophones hear a first explosion. In the same one 
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time launch the last pair from astern on the first target, of which during both launch they 
are not successful to see the shape well, but that I estimate for its dimensions to be a large 
cruiser or a battleship. Fearing of being sighted from two DD that they had the bow in my 
direction I execute fast immersion. 

Hours 04:54 - Two characteristic explosions of torpedo are heard for which I think that the last 
pair has hit. The interval of time between the launch and the explosion of approximately 
60s validation my certainty. I put down myself on the bottom and I hear noise of 
propellers very close. The hydrophones find sources that they go away. 

Hours 05:50 - I emerge and launch the prescribed signal of discovery. 

Hours 06:10 - I sight ahead an airplane: probably German reconnaissance aircraft. I execute fast 
immersion. 

Hours 07:25 - I emerge and I transmit the relative telegram to the attack to Maricosom. I continue 
with route to the north until the limit of the zone. 

Hours 08:45 - In lat. 37° 40' north and long. 9° 40' east through one zone with great spots of oil 
and naphtha. I sight some route to me composed from broken tables and one cover for a 
gun. 

Hours 11:20 - I dive. 

Hours 19:16 - I receive the order to return to base. 

Hours 20:00 - I emerge and I direct for return”. 


The 18 leave again, as a result of a blanket order of departure directed to all the ready 
submarines, for one zone to north of Biserta. The 19 receive order to return to Trapani that arrive 
in the afternoon of the day same 


"Otaria" - Commander, Lieut. ALBERTO GORINI 
Foreman GN, CAP GN LEOPOLDO ROSI 
Departed from Cagliari 11 August and the same day is in zone, to south of the Sardinia. 
The 12" sight the convoy during the day, and other units to falling of the night, but it is always too 
much far away for being able to carry out the attack maneuver. It gives signal of discovery. It 
receives orders of change of zone, and it executes them, but having signaled 
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serious damages to the oil pumps of the motors, receive order to return and the morning of the 15" 
is again at Cagliari 


"Uarsciek" - Commander, Lieut. GAETANO AREZZO DELLA TARGIA 
Foreman GN, CAP GN ARTURO CRISTINI 
Departed from La Maddalena 4 August reaches its zone of ambush the 7", (midway 
between Minorca and the Algerian Coast). 
The 10" receives the telegram of Maricosom of alarm for the passage of the convoy. The 
hydrophones of it had already given a weak and indistinct signaling. 


"10 August 1942. 
Hours 23:20 - I direct towards the center of my zone with route 160° that by chance it coincides 
approximately with the normal to the hydrophones survey of 21:56. 


"11 August 1942. 

Hours 03:40 - Entered already in zone I dive for a new one listen. The hydrophones confirm in full 
load my forecasts signaling to me for 267° on wide zone turbines in approach, force 4. 

Hours 04:00 - I emerge and after some minute I direct for the west. I do not think opportune to 
push to the maximum the sailing point in order not to raise one too much showy wake. 

The poor visibility makes to preview a sight me to close distances. 

Hours 04:38 - The bow lookout on the left, aspiring G.M. Florio, spots a dark shape for 340°-50°. I 
recognize the shape of one immediately aircraft carriers. A first appreciation of the 8 gives 
to me enemy route 90°. Since they are on opposite route and the relative speed of approach 
is much fort (25-27 knots) decides to enter in the circle of launch with attack route in order 
to execute endured the launch. While comes me marked one battleship on o approximately 
0° on B = 0°, P a little more right an other smaller ship. The sight of the battleship supplies 
me an optimal determination of the enemy route. Unfortunately but they are forced to 
introduce me traverse to the battleship in order to attack 
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the aircraft carriers. I order to the helmsman to come for 190° and give the angle-shot to 
the torpedo. 

Hours 04:42 — Give to the launch to the tubes 3-4. Elements to the beginning of the attack: 
distance = 3200 a = 330°, 8 = 30° on the left, VN. 18, Vsmg 9, RN 90°, Rsmg 270°. 
Elements to the launch; = 5°, range = 20° Sin, B = 80° Sin, impact = 105°, ang. sight = 
25°, distance 1000, correction for parallax 50 m. (1) the wake of the torpedo is most 
visible and thinks is the cause of the sight that comes marked from the aircraft carriers to 
means of marks them luminous. Since the battleship be to distant not more than 8.900 m 
decides to dive before having launch the torpedo from 450 wanting to send at all costs 
signal of discovery. Coordinated of the point of the attack (lat. estimated 37° 52' north - 
long. estimated 01° 48' east), wind from east-south-east forces 2, sea forces 1-2, poor 
visibility. I order the R. I. (2). As soon as reached in maneuver room I hear two dark 
explosions, separated the short interval. They are passes 50 seconds from launch. 

Hours 04:47 - The discharge of bombs is felt before a.s., most violent. Very nourished must be a 
matter of a cluster. The DD is sure still outside of the large one of the formation that was 
sailing on survey line. I remain to depth 80 while I follow to the hydrophones the action of 
the destroyers. The large one while has been stopped. 

Hours 04:55 - The other most violent discharge is felt. 

Hours 04:57 - Still a discharge; this last one is sure very close and provokes some light damage 
making me to come down to depth 96. 

Hours 05:04 - The destroyer continues. The explosions are always most violent. 

Hours 05:10 - Still a violent discharge. I have the impression but that it is farther from the previous 
ones. The aircraft carriers are still firm while the DD is felt to hull. 


(1) With "range" the angle-shot of the torpedo is indicated. 
(2) Fast immersion. 
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Hours 05:33 - The aircraft carriers replace in motion. 

Hours 05:58 - I feel in removal for 53°. The survey is increased slowly and passed from 53° 58°, 
62°, 67°, 76°, 81°. 

Hours 06:56 - The hydrophones do not feel more the aircraft carriers. The DD continues instead 
passing over, clearly perceptibility to hull, they are stopped and then they replace in 
motion. They are not but subordinate to launch of bombs a.s. I think of being searched 
with the hydrophones. During all the hunting I have not instead heard some characteristic 
noise of propellers. 

Hours 09:37 - The sources go away in several directions. 

Hours 09:39 - I emerge in order launch the message of discovery and torpedoing. 

Hours 10:32 - I dive later on to sight of an airplane that flies to medium hight with route 45° (lat. 
estimated 38° 01° north long. estimated 01° 38 ' east G.). I think not to have been sighted, 
but I decide, second prescribed how much from Al/SRP (1), to abandon temporary the 
zone and to carry themselves under Formentera where I will be able eventually to intercept 
some enemy unit that return with route on Cape Palos. 

Hours 12:18 - I emerge and continuous navigation in surface towards Formentera. 

Hours 14:05 - I sight to the devious one on the left a biplane of the type "Swordfish" or "Fayrei" 
for aircraft carriers that direct on me with attack route. Also be a matter of an adversary 
very dangerous I do not decide the same one dive because I have received at 10:25 a 
discovered that signals the aircraft carriers in the vicinities of Baleari. As soon as I dive 
hear the explosions of two small-caliber bombs. Dead reckoning of the sight (lat. 
estimated 38° 08' north long. estimated 01° 32' east G.). I decide to continue navigation in 
surface. 

Hours 20:59 - I emerge and I begin to intercross in waters of Formentera. 


(1) Circular of Maricosom that gave the general for the submarines in war mission. 
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"12 August 1942. 

Hours 01:50 - I dive for a short one I listen to the hydrophones. The hydrophones signal for 312° a 
much uncertain source. Given the direction of the survey I think to be a matter itself of 
neutral steamboats. 

Hours 06:05 - I dive and I begin to approach itself my zone. They are heard you attend the launch 
of bombs a.s. and airplane to variable distances. I think to be a matter of the attack of our 
submarines and airplane. 

Hours 13:32 - The hydrophones a turbine signal for 188°. The survey passes from 188° 198°, 218°, 
240° in order then to diminish gradually. Constant force 1-2. After to have followed to 
along the source and having explored the horizon with the periscope, to 

Hours 15:20 - I emerge and beginning the approach in surface. 

Hours 15:40 - I sight one high water column from 4 to 5 m, approximately two fourth to aft of 
across to the right. Also not having heard any explosion task features of a bomb launch 
from some airplane very high on the horizon or of the explosion of a electrical torpedo. 
Therefore I decide to dive and to continue the hunting in immersion. To the hydrophones I 
feel always the variable source in direction between 180° and 240° and constant in 
intensity (force 2-3). I assume equal route 210° to the medium survey because task 
features of a Ct or submersible hunting that I hang them in reconnaissance in order to clear 
the zone preparing the passage for some greater ship. However I do not succeed to also 
sight nothing always feeling to the hydrophones the source for all the afternoon. 

Hours 20:13 - I receive order from Maricosom to carry in one new zone to me and decide therefore 
to abandon the hunting that has not carried to no result. 

Hours 22:00 - After the emersion I feel a strong smell naphtha that attributable to some remarkable 
loss. However I do not succeed to see null and navigation continuous towards the new 
zone. 
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"13 August 1942. 

Hours 02:50 - The zone assigned to me comes further moved towards the west. 

Hours 04:00 - I newly feel the characteristic odor of naphtha. However I still do not succeed to 
state eventual losses. The Engineer from interrogated me in purpose excludes after a 
investigation that there are of the losses. 

Hours 06:05 - I dive and I begin hidden navigation. For all the day and especially in proximity of 
the hours of I listen to the SITI I feel most frequent launch of bombs from airplane, some 
very close, and clearly continue passages of perceivable airplane to time to hull. To the 
emersion I will only have the unequivocal explanation of this hunting. 

Hours 17:19 - I receive from the following Maricosom telegram: "a battleship three DD 
Maricosom sender 13:30 hours square of position 0462 Rv. 270° V. 24". Calculation of 
being able to intercept the formation to the limit north of my new zone towards the 24:00, 
in the reasonable hypothesis that to south of Formentera this approaches with bow on 
Alboran. Continuous therefore navigation towards the zone. 

Hours 21:25 - I emerge and I state one remarkable loss of naphtha. The spots are most visible: I 
clearly comprise the reasons of the hunting endured during the day from part of the 
airplane. Felt the opinion of the Foreman G.N. that thinks not to be able to eliminate the 
loss in sea I decide to leave the ambush and give communication to Maricosom, as it is 
prescribed from the A1/SRP, although it is convinced that such breach of r.t. silence 
exposes me to the danger to be radio direction found. 

Hours 23:45 - I sight for 350° a white light on the water (lat. estimated 37° 02' north, long. 
estimated 00° 09' the west) and direct at once in the direction of the sight, but after some 
minute I see the light to expire fast astern and to extinguish itself. Thinking to be a matter 
itself of a "put down Sunderland" in water for I listen I order the fast immersion. The noise 
of the airplane covers the zone to the hydrophones and is clearly perceptible to the hull. 
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Hours 24:00 - The hunting begins. The launches are enough frequent and some me seem near 

much. The airplanes are felt to hull. From the great number of bombs I deduce that are 
dealing with more airplane. Sure they have been sighted because the hunting has a 
unequivocal systematic aspect. And probable that the "Sunderland" has had my position as 
a result of the radio direction finder survey and they were to the ambush in attended of my 
passage 


14 "August 1942. 

Hours 01:37 - The hydrophones signal for 80° upset some force 2 in approach. Sure draft of the 
formation reported. Its passage happens in good agreement with my forecasts. While the 
turbines to them the airplane are approached intensify the launch of bombs with the 
obvious scope to prevent the attack to me. 

Hours 02:50 - The source is for 183° and has the maximum intensity. The turbines are felt to hull. 
The boat extension one strongly tendency to approach straight back and for being brought 
back in route has need of a strong angle of bar. After to have thought to a phase-difference 
of the rudder indicator, than instead it was perfectly in phase, I convince myself to perhaps 
find to me in vortex of current provoked from the explosions of bombs. I exclude certain 
that the magnetic compass is driven crazy for the presence of the magnetic masses of the 
enemy ships because the hydrophones survey is increased with much regularity. 

Hours 03:04 - The source catches up the maximum of the intensity and therefore it begins to go 
away. 

Hours 04:14 - I find for 249°, force 1. 

Hours 04:30 - [emerge but I still see the airplane rests to you in water, (lat. estimated 37° 08' north 
long. estimated 00° 15' the west) and I dive. The airplane endured raise in flight are felt to 
the hydrophones and hull. They are made of new object to repeated launch of bombs, 
some of which explode enough near to judge from the violence of the explosion. No 
damage. 

Hours 06:10 - I still feel one source to the hydrophones for 120°, force 1. 
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It must be enough far because my hydrophones that work feel it optimally lessened. 

Hours 06:30 - For 110°-120°, force 2. 

Hours 07:00 - I feel another turbine for 98°, force 1. Also this last source passes far. 

Hours 07:50 - More is not felt. The maximum force 2. For all the day continues the explosion that 
go more and more thin out. 

Hours 18:40 - After a turn of periscope exploration in order to assure me of being under the 
Spanish coasts I emerge and beginning navigation of return. 


"15 August 1942. 

Hours 06:30 - Cross of cape de the Nao I dive finding to me in zone of hidden navigation. 

Hours 14:00 - I emerge and continuous navigation in surface passing of day outside from the zone 
of hidden navigation of the Baleari. 


"17 August 1942. 
Hours 02:40 - I land on the B point of the Asinara. 
Hours 08:20 - Me mooring at La Maddalena ". 


"Volframio" - Commander, Lieut. GGOVANNI MANUNTA 
Engineer, Lieut. D.M. c. CALOGERO SCRIMALI 


Departs from Cagliari on 5 August returns on the 19". And in zone the 7”. On 
hydrophones indications many times, emerged and dipped, the maneuver of approach in order to 
pass to the attack, but does not succeed to make no sight and is instead subject to systematic 
hunting, with launch of bombs. Its relationship does not introduce elements of particular interest. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


ACTION IN CALABRIA - SICULE WATERS 
BETWEEN THE "SCIPIONE AFRICANO" and 4 BRITISH MTB 
(17 July 1943) 


51" - Genesis of the action 

After the battle of mid August 1942 not was more occasions than to contrast opposing 
initiatives, that they practiced within the operating range of the Italian airplane-naval forces, 
reduced much by now for fuel deficiency and deficiency of fighters of great range, of front to an 
Anglo-American aviation in express increment until achieving a crushing superiority (See Vol. IV, 
CAP ID). 

The activity of the ship was absorbed between the autumn of 1942 and the spring of the 
1943 from the defense of the traffic with the North Africa (Libya and Tunisia) and from the 
express transports of men and means through the Channel of Sicily employing many times 
destroyer units, to integration of more slow transport of a valve completed with the mercantile 
ships still available and usable after more than two years of hard tests. Of the naphtha availability, 
in continuous lessening, would have allowed the employment of forces that were not destined to 
the single service of escort of the convoys. 

The fall of Tunisia on 13 May and of Pantelleria on 11 June 1943, the Anglos-American 
began the invasion in the Southeastern zone of Sicily the successive 10 July with imposing naval 
forces (2770 ships), airplane (4000 aircrafts) and ground forces (15 Divisions): the resistance in 
Sicily lasted until 16 August, day in which the last Italian-Germans units left Messina in order to 
move to Calabria. 

Therefore Bragadin describes, in his documented to volume the drama of Italian Navy 
(1940-1945), the evacuation of the Sicily: 
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"On 3 August, the broken resistance of the Italian-German in the plain one of Catania, the 
British 5" Army and American 8" to it took to converge on Messina. Not there was more 
possibility than to oppose a long-lasting resistance, therefore the same day the evacuation of the 
Sicily had beginning. The adversary tried to contrast it with the greater violence of all aerial and 
naval means; but the small Italian ships (already concentrated in the zone, assisted by some 
Germans) engaged courageous in order to bring back to Calabria soldiers and war means. Under 
infernal aerial "carousel", the sailors of those small ships wrote pages of authentic heroism, with 
the hulls riddled with holes, the motors in single function by means of ingenuity miracles, the few 
arms red-hot from the continuous shooting, heedless of every risk, forget about the debilitating 
hard work. The shuttle was continued until to the last moment: when on 16 August English were 
already penetrated Messina and the port came torn to pieces from the bombing and the mines, the 
motor barges drew in but the Italian soldiers and German survivors in the final action. 

"While the naval Fleet was paralyzed from a situation that beyond from its combative 
spirit, while the same fates of the nation were tragically collapsing, those sailors and non- 
commissioned officers, those young ensign, felt instinctively that Navy had to still give a test, with 
the humblest smalls boat, of its tenacity, its abnegation. And the admiration of the adversaries and 
that one the collected test also, recognizing, by the Germans. 

Nobody has been able to calculate how many trips was completed between the two sides. 
But an appraisal is given from the fact that, in the turn of a few days, that group of small units 
transferred in Calabria 70 thousand soldiers and a huge amount of war materials, between which 
approximately 10 thousand motor vehicles and 17 thousand tons of ammunitions. The price was 
the loss of 15 motor barges, 6 minesweeper and smaller average innumerable, nearly all under 
aerial attack"(1). 

To the evacuation of the troops from the Sicily the ship had given to an important 
contribution ferry Villa S. Giovanni, which - under the command of the lieutenant commander r.s. 
Carmelo Oliva - also being in precarious conditions of efficiency, made for four days (from the 13 


(1) In truth 14 motor barges were lost, 1 gunboat, 2 minesweeper and many smaller 
means. 
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to 16 August) the continuous shuttle between Messina and Villa S. Giovanni transporting many 
thousands of soldiers and numerous motor vehicles, although the aerial hammering, not only of the 
points of landing place but of the same unit. Transported the last unit of troops, the ship was 
scuttled by the Commander in the cradle of landing place in Calabria, in order to avoid that it fell 
intact in the hands of the adversary. 

In the first eight days from the beginning of the Anglo-American invasion, and that is until 
the day in which the episode dealt in this chapter happened, Navy had lost in waters of the Sicily 5 
submarines (Flutto, sunk by the British torpedo boats 11 July to the northeast of Catania; Nereide, 
sunk on 13 July in waters of Augusta from the DD Echo and Ilex; Acciaio, torpedoed on 13 July to 
north of the Strait of Messina by the Sub Unruly; Remo, torpedoed on 15 July from the Sub United 
to east of the Calabria while it was moved from Taranto to Naples; while on 12 July had been 
captured by English in not common conditions, to the off of Siracusa, the Sub Bronzo: left on 10 
July from Pozzuoli for a zone of ambush off of Augusta, the afternoon of the 12 was climbing to 
periscope depth without knowing that the zone was already in Anglo-American hand and naval 
formation had been found in means; believing it was be a matter of Italian ships was emerged 
completely, but taken under a deadly fire losing all those who had gone into the covered turret and 
in and had been captured from a British corvette that had been placed side by side). 

The Dandolo (T.V. Turcio) had instead had the luck to torpedo on 16 July off of Augusta 
the Cleopatra fortunately, escaping to the hunting of the adversary. 

Also Mas, torpedo boats and airplane had begun are intense activity of attack to the 
opposing forces, especially in the nocturnal hours, without however achieving appreciable results, 
are distraction cruises in support to disembark of operating Range (swimmer - saboteurs) 
disembarking by night with means of the X Mas in zones already occupied from the adversary. In 
their nocturnal cruises Mas and Ms sometimes meeting opposing groups similar ships, with 
consequent short skirmishes. Two Mas, the 535 and the 548, were sunk in the port of Termini 
Imerese during an aerial attack in the afternoon of 15 July. 

While Supermarina it had considered the opportunity to transfer from La Spezia to 
Taranto, where no fast ship for eventual fast missions were found, the new Scipione Africano 
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(C.te Ernesto Pellegrini) of 4500 t armed with VIII-135. It had obviously to cross the Strait of 
Messina in the nocturnal hours before that the operations of occupation of the Sicily from part of 
the adversary therefore were progressed to prevent the transit of naval ships from the Tyrrhenian 
basin to the Ionian. 

Departed from La Spezia at 06:30 of the 15", the cruiser was discovered and was followed 
from a British reconnaissance aircraft when it was found to the height of Cape Circeo; it had then 
the order to direct for Naples, where it reached towards 19:00 hours of the same of the 15". 
Departing the successive evening at 18:15, after to have boarded a nucleus of personnel of 
connection with the aerial fighters and a Metox group, which last it lend a precious service of 
interception of transmissions British radars. Entered in the Strait of Messina soon after the 02:00 
hours of the 17" the Scipione Africano sighted of ahead in direction of the moon approximately 6 
miles of forward four small immovable boats and apparently online of row with the bow to the 
west, than soon after it identified for torpedo boats. They were MTB 260, 313, 315 and 316 of the 
British 10" squadron. 


52™ - The action (Map n. 25) 

The cruiser increased speed at once from 24 to 30 knots. "To the 02:13 the west Ms slowly 
put in motion followed by the others three boats. I still turned of some degree on the left - the 
Commander writes in its report - in order maintaining to me in their died fields, but the squadron 
leader turns decidedly towards the Scipione at once but returning soon after on route". While the 
distance was come down not more than 1500 m, while the Scipione had pushed the speed to the 
maximum and Ms 3/5 and 3/6 had directed towards the east in order to attack it on the left and the 
260 and the 3/3 maneuvered in order to the right attack it on that side. 

A fastest action was carried out then that is not possible to reconstruct, carried out between 
02:18 and 02:23 (see map. n. 25), therefore according to the described impressions of the moment 
from the two protagonists: 

a) According to the Scipione: "A few second after 02:18 the inner Ms and on my right side 
launch two torpedo to hit, imitated perhaps in the launch from the other boat; but the torpedo had 
not still touched the water that to my order, all the arms of the Scipione, guns 
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and machine-gunner, opened the fire; a so precise and violent fire to make to even remain amazed 
me, then also I knew the possibilities of the ship. With a bar blow while I had come all on the left 
the remainder, therefore the two torpedo boats of left that still the maximum speed. After a few 
moments the Ms of right, perhaps hit from a salvo of 135 mm., reared up and was sunk, the other 
of right caught fire and that one of left very close, exploded not more than 50 meters from the hull 
of the Scipione launched aboard machinery pieces that, harvests, are still in our possession. Only 
apparently unharmed the left Ms of farther remained, than it was thrown temporary to all speed 
under the Calabrian coast disappearing from our sight. But even it then came to the attack at 02:23 
with a launch at a distance to hit, on the left side, with two torpedo... Damages inflicted to the 
enemy: 3 Ms destroyed: one exploded, one set afire, one sunk without fire aboard. Damages 
endured from the enemy action: none... ". 

b) According to the adversary: "At 02:15 a ship was sighted, that evidently had doubled to 
Point Pezzo, with fast approach speed. The MTB were subdivided immediately: 3/5 and 316 
directed towards east in order to attack on left the cruiser, that it was of the class "Regolo", which 
it came towards the south, while the 260 and the 3/3 maneuvered in order to attack it on the right 
side. At 02:18 the cruiser opened the fire on the section of left, hitting the 3/6 that exploded; but 
the 3/5 was not hit and maneuvered in order launch the torpedo. The section of right succeeded to 
carry itself in good position and launch the torpedo: one, of 260) seemed to have hit the cruiser of 
forward to the right, since this said the impression to stop itself for a short time before strongly 
resuming its course speed towards the south. Effects of the shooting enemy: Lost MTB 316 with all 
the crew; MTB 260 damaged superficial, a wounded official and a sailor; 373 and 3/5 without any 
damage. Some explanation of the table of recovered MTB 305 from the Scipione cannot be given ". 

The two descriptions, therefore differ between them, confirm how difficult from part of 
the protagonists of a tactical action — especially if nocturnal - to appreciate are the maneuvers of 
the adversary, the results obtained. Inexplicable remains the fact that the Scipione has received 
aboard wreckage of the exploded MTB, while the British relation speaks about a "table" pertaining 
to MTB 305 that it did not have 
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participated in the action. Since the two reports have been exchanged between the Historical 
Offices of two Navy after the end of the conflict, the events do not find absolutely explanation. 

Ended the phase of action between the naval ships, another due to a misunderstanding 
from part of the coastal batteries began. Therefore the commander of the Scipione reports: 

"It was just stopped the fire action against the last Ms, when without warning, at 02:24) a 
salvo of projectiles fell 200 meters for 30° from the prow to the right. To such another salvo some 
are continuations, salvo that at once comprised to be fire from land batteries of the Calabrian coast. 
With a turn I have tried of remove from the shooting, but soon after the batteries of the Sicilian 
coast have opened the fire also. The projectiles fell while to short distance from the hull, and in 
spite of the high speed and the continuous variations of route, a round has hit the ship to the height 
of the stringer of the crew area n. 2. The grenade is burst outside of the hull and, ripped the sheet, 
it has projected in the premises a great number of splinters smashing some intakes of ventilation 
and part of the inner covering. Other round exploded in the water close to the hull provoking 
damages to the superstructures and hurting two machine-gunners. In order to make to interrupt the 
fire action I have made to shoot for three times fires E.S. in vigor for the day and to ignite the light 
of acknowledgment; after that the batteries have only suspended the fire and it has been possible to 
replace in route in order to continue my mission of transfer to Taranto ". 

The surviving British MTB observed the fire action while they were going away and they 
reported that "the batteries of both sides of the Strait opened the fire against the Scipione, framing 
it, first that it twice launch signal of acknowledgment". 

The unpleasant episode provoked from part of the Naval Command of Messina a strict 
callback to the German batteries, who had shot contrarily to the orders receipts for that night from 
the Italian authorities. 

Doubled Cape Armi soon after 02:35, the Scipione reached Taranto at 09:46 without other 
incidents. 
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CHAPTER Ix 


THE ABORTED BOMBARDMENT 
OF THE PORT OF PALERMO 
(4-9 August 1943) 


53" - The main front events to the action 

In order to execute the mission to bombard the enemy ships in the port of Palermo 
subsequently were designated two naval Divisions: the 7" under the command of Admiral Romeo 
Oliva and the 8" under the command of Admiral Giuseppe Fioravanzo. Reserving to us examine 
more beyond the reasons that induced Supermarina to conceive and to order the two missions, we 
bring back in one fast synthesis the main episodes taken place in waters of the Sicily from 17 July 
until the definitive evacuation of the island from part of the Italian-Germans troops on (16 August 
1943). 

Of these episodes the flotillas of torpedo boats were protagonists (16 ships) united in the 
ports of Messina and Milazzo under the commando of Captain Francisco Mimbelli (1). 

In the same night of the action between the Scipione Africano and British MTB a four 
group of Ms -21, 66, 32, 34 - exited from Messina the command of the captain Mimbelli, they 
attacked enemy traffic in the zone of Augusta. Ms 2], under the command of Lieutenant Vittorio 
Barenghi, in section with Ms 34 (section leader C.C. Giuseppe Pighini), launch the torpedo against 
an escorted steamboat without to hit it. 


(1) The activity of all the Mas and the Ms is amplify remembered in the volume of the 


Historical Office the Italian Mas and Torpedo boats (1906-1968), compiled by T.V. Erminio 
Bagnasco, ed. 1969. 
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The successive night Ms 2/ in section with Ms 66 disembarkation of operating "Gamma" 
to Cape Santa Croce taken to part to a diversionary cruise in order to cover the (extreme north of 
the Bay of Augusta), concluded with a action with similar ships during the route of return to 
Messina. 

In the night on the 19 July, between the 02:45 and 03:45, the group of Ms 51, 53, 65, 66 
under the command of the Lieutenant Commander Curzio Castagnacci to return from a offensive 
recognition in the zone of Augusta met with a group of MTB off the coast of Acireale. In the 
action that followed some the section Ms 5/-Ms 53 under the direct command of Castagnacci 
framed with just the shooting the enemy ships inflicting damages and receiving some aboard of Ms 
53. 

Two nights after the same section (with Commander Castagnacci boarded on Ms 51, 
forming group with the Ms 2/ and Ms 66) they ran into two British DD to the east of Cape 
Campolato to the southern end of the gulf of Catania. The Ms was launch to the attack under an 
intense fire of artilleries and of machine-gunner, without to hit the DD. Locking still more the 
distance the Ms provoked with the machine-gunner damaging to the opposing ships. Ms 5/, hit 
more times, succeeded in return to the base with the other Ms in spite of the serious damages 
received. It had the two serious wounded and two dead men, among which Commander 
Castagnacci to which memory for this action and others from he previously completed with 
exceptional value in other sectors was decreed to the gold medal in memory. 

The night on the 30 July Ms 66 with commander Alessandro Michelagnoli (Commander of 
2? the Ms flotilla) aboard in formation with Ms 2/, 53 and 65 had a lively action with opposing 
similar ships, lasted more than an hour, in waters of Cape Orlando (north coast of the Sicily) and 
concluded with a true and own fray from which the opposing ships exited with seriously damaged. 

The successive night, while it without warning directed isolated for Cape Spartivento 
Calabria, where they awaited another Ms, Ms 66 they ran into three British MTB in ambush near 
Cape dell'Armi. Two of the MTB directed in order to cut their the route, while third it maneuvered 
in order to prevent them the withdrawing towards Messina. Ms 66 attacked this last one, reversing 
the route to the goal of avoiding the unequal combat with the other two. The action with the 
opposing ships was short but most violent with blows hitting from both sides. The 
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distances came down until a few tens of meters, so much that the personnel of the Italian ships 
succeeded in to employ the hand grenades. Ms 66 succeeded to open the way of the return, 
returning to Messina with relatively light damages. 

At sunset of 3 August the Ms 63, to the command of the Lieutenant Stamin, in section with 
the Ms 66 command of Lieutenant Benvenuto, with Lieutenant commander Uxa aboard advanced 
Commander at sea, exited from Messina for a mission of anti-ship ambush on the northern Sicilian 
coast. At 22:30 the two Ms sighted in waters of Cape Orlando some British DD in escort to smaller 
ships and they were launch to the attack. Endured discovered, probably with the radar, 
subordinates to intense fire of artilleries came that in short put them outside combat. Ms 63 had the 
bow removed, but it remained afloat and it succeeded to reach Messina with attendance of Ms 21 
sailed in its aid; from Messina, escorted by the Ms 2/, he was transferred to Gaeta with a 
temporary bow constructed in wood and concrete. Instead Ms 66, repeatedly hit, with the removed 
breast and a fire aboard, it sank little more than 8 miles from the coast. 

The morning of 15 August, a little before dawn, it was the time of Ms 37 which, under the 
command of the lieutenant Antonio Scialdone, having aboard Captain Francisco Mimbelli flotilla 
leader, during a offensive cruise in eastern waters of Sicily with Ms 73 sighted two light cruisers 
approximately 15 miles to the east of Cape Spartivento Calabria. Moving to the attack, Ms 31 
launch two torpedo against one of the cruisers with positive but not confirmed outcome judged 
from the British documentation. In the course of the maneuver of disengagement executed under 
violent fire of the adversary, Ms 3/ was hit in the stern by its section mate Ms 73 that was in its 
turn carrying itself in favorable position to the launch of the own ones torpedoes: Ms 73 had some 
damages to the bow, so much that could not more execute the launch, while Ms 3/ more seriously 
was damaged, so much that in the last feature of the route of return towards Taranto had to be 
taken to towing by Ms 73. 

Going back in time we think opportune to close this review of the episodes, of which the 
torpedo boats were protagonists, being remembered a happened episode the on 12 July. Neither 
had been some protagonists Ms 63 and Ms 7] (the first with aboard 
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the section leader lieutenant commander Giuseppe Pighini and the second in command of 
lieutenant Silvio Ferrari), exited from Riposto in order to execute a mission of disembarkation of 
elements "Gamma" of the X Mas in the zone of Augusta. While the two Ms was approaching the 
coast to slow motion in order not to arouse alarm, they sighted approximately 9 miles to the 
northeast of Brucoli two enemy ships thought a DD and one "Hunt" type frigate. Ms 63 was 
carried at once to the attack and launch the torpedo against the DD. This, sighted the wakes, 
avoided the torpedo with the maneuver to give violent fire against the Ms. While the Ms 7/, that 
was a short time, had been found in favorable position for the launch against the frigate, launch 
that it executed with uncertain outcome. The two Ms, escaped the enemy reaction receiving only 
light damages, returned to Riposto, where from continued for Messina after to have disembarked 
the operating "Gamma". 


54"" - Genesis of the mission that remained for two times unfinished 

In the described operating picture in the four previous paragraphs, characterized from the 
inadequate contrast of the by now the insufficient Italian forces to the superior powerful adversary 
in Sicilian territory, the Fascist government fell on 25 July. 

In proclamation Badoglio turned to the people and the same the Armed Forces on 25 July 
was three words that played like an imperative: "the war continues ". Badoglio therefore explains 
the value of this short phrase in his book L'Ttalia nella seconda guerra mondiale, published in 
1946: "... in day 29 July... [had already made my decision. I had convinced myself of the absolute 
necessity to hold as mush as possible to hold at by the Germans and while to try in any case to put 
to me in relation to the Anglos-American... was unquestionable that, to continue the war, our 
Country would have gone encounter total ruins ". In the proclamation of the King, circulated 
immediately before that one of Badoglio, it was asserted that "no deviating line was to be 
tolerated, no recrimination to be allowed" and Badoglio confirmed "Italy maintains faithful to the 
given word". 

Based on these premises it was necessary, in order to conserve the confidence of the 
Germans (under the orders, in Italy, of Kesselring) to make "something": this "something" could 
not make it that the Navy, because the Army struck in Sicily the since 10 July and Aviation, 
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much too weakened from the enormous losses endured in three years of fighting, was not in degree 
to intensify the fight against Allies. 

But also the Navy was strongly tried and on 2 August, Supermarina had sent to the 
Comando Supremo a memorandum, of which a copy it had been sent also to the German 
authorities. Here an extract of the conclusive considerations of the memorandum: 

"a) the Square from battle (3 battleships :modern and 5 cruisers at La Spezia - Genoa) are 
paralyzed for three reasons: 

- the impossibility of remain in those ports from which would be possible the timely 
employment [ because of aerial attack ]; 

- the adequate impossibility of having aerial escort and sufficient aerial recognition [ for 
insufficiency of aircrafts ]; 

- the extreme efficient sparsely of naval escort [ in total 8 naval destroyer J... 

"The impossibility of remain in bases conveniently located (Naples, La Maddalena, 
Cagliari) prevents also the employment, than otherwise it could be much profitable one, of the 5 
greater cruisers. 

"Some pin-point attacks could be made from the small fast cruisers type "Scipione” from 
Taranto, when they are at least in two (one it has arrived today to Taranto from the yard and has 
need of a month of training). 

"b) Omission. 

"c) The few submarines that remain to us in the Mediterranean will continue to being 
employed intensely, but with probability of success very limited. 

"d)... We could therefore from one moment to the other be found paralyzed for lack of 
fuel, or also for the impossibility to only distribute it”. 

From the extract of the brought back document now infer that next to Supermarina 2 
August that to the eventuality was not believed to employ for fast incursions only the two small 
cruisers type "Scipione”, as soon as they had been ready both. 

Instead the Supermarina successive day twofold operation entrusted to the two Divisions 
of greater cruisers conceived: the 7" that was at La Spezia, and the 8" that was at Genoa. As it will 
be seen in 
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continuation, the 7" would have had to make an incursion against the anchorage and the port of 
Palermo and the 8" would at the same time have had to execute analogous operation against the 
port of Bona in Algeria. 

The reason for this sudden change of employment concepts goes searched in the worry "to 
hold to at bay the Germans", as Badoglio has written, giving them the impression he really wanted 
to continue the war on their side. Commander Virginio Rusca (now no more hour), that was then 
the official of connection between Supermarina and the Command of Kesselring, has written in his 
diary on purpose, still unknown: "the employment of the Navy in offensive operations was that 
minimum test of good will to continue the war from part of the Government Badoglio, that the 
Germans anxiously look for". 

Towards the midnight of the 3" they were dictated by secret telephone in harmonica on 
Italia (ex Littorio), that was at La Spezia, following the two operations orders: 

"22608 - Marked situation stop presence Palermo port steamboats & in roadstead 
steamboats & a light cruiser & a antiaircraft, all zone immediately southeast of the port stop It is 
presumable that to defense ship is predisposed cruises DD & torpedo boats stop Purpose semialt 
Attack to the ship off the coast & eventually in port stop Dispositions semialt Seventh Division 
with Eugene Savoia & Montecuccoli leave La Spezia sunset day S-2 & move to La Maddalena 
passing thirty miles west of Corsica landing point A semialt Speed transfer 25 knots stop Depart 
from La Maddalena transfer speed 25 knots route directed on Naples to end hours 21:00 of S-1 lat. 
40° 58' long. 10° 41' [approximately 60 miles to the east of Olbia | directing therefore for lat. 38° 
20' long. 13° 20' [ approximately 14 miles. to NNE of the port of Palermo ] from where it will 
continue for the action to execute to the first lights of the S day stop Order precedence objectives: 
steamboats, greater warships, smaller Regular ships stop duration action in relation enemy contrast 
& no case to exceed twenty minutes stop Executed operation Division high speed direct for 38° 48' 
-14° 35' [20 miles approximately to north of the Aeolian islands] thereafter for Naples stop 
Supermarina will interest Naval Commands for antisubmarine vigilance, aerial naval & vicinity 
national bases stop Will demand Italian and Germanic aerial escort during the return morning S 
day stop. German Aeronautical will be demanded at 
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operation bombardment of objects contemporary Palermo at naval action stop It is previewed 
Naples diversion at return to La Maddalena of the Division if sighted & continuation on night S 
stop Order operation stop is delivered in envelope locked to be open to the order in navigation stop 
Execution will be ordered from Supermarina in Italy for F.N.B. [Naval Forces for Battle] with 
message "It is S day..."... stop 234503 ". 

"22609 - Situation numerous stop Presence in port at Bona presumable steamboats & 
some DD stop thinks smaller ships executes nocturnal vigilance cruise close distance from port 
stop Goal semi-stop Attack eventual convoys & ship in port stop Dispositions semi-stop Eighth 
Division departs Genoa morning R-1 day (followed executive norms, than they are not reproduced 
because the action against Bona was cancelled). 235103". 

In the afternoon of the 4" the mission of the 7" Division was given to the executive for 
concerning order 22608, while the executive for order 22609 was never given, as is deduced from 
how much is said now. 


55" - The 7" Division cannot carry to completion the mission (Map n. 26) 

The 7” Division, reduced to the two cruisers the Eugene and Montecuccoli, without any 
DD escort, left the moorings at La Spezia at 19:55 of 4 August 1943. 

Reached the height of the isle of Tino towards 20:15, he turned in order to pass west of the 
Corsica, zigzagging at 27 knots: the moon was next to the first quarter, and having the German 
Metox announced the presence of an enemy and at once aircraft after a submarine, the Admiral 
Oliva judged necessary to continue zigzagging. Between 1h and the 2h, while the Division ran 
with the bow on Asinara to a some thirty of miles from the west coast of the Corsica, the Metox 
revealed the presence of another submarine. 

Towards the 4h, near Asinara, the cruisers put the bow on Cape Testa and at 7h entered in 
the estuary of La Maddalena, ending at moor themselves to the buoys protect from the fencings of 
anti torpedo nets towards the 10h of 5 August. 

They left the same moorings at 17:43 and the 19:18 evening to, 
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Grafico n. 26 
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escapes into the free sea, directed at 26 knots until 21:00 zigzagging on route 107°, heading 
afterwards at Ustica to 27 knots for 139° always zigzagging. 

Two fighter aircrafts escorted the two ships until the sunset (that is to 20:30 
approximately, standard time), while a corvette swept the routes of safety with antisubmarine task. 

Ten minutes after to have assumed the route 107° the Montecuccoli signaled to Eugene 
(flagship) the sight of a submarine on the left and after two wakes of torpedo, somewhat far 
passages of astern: immediate turned to the right and resumption of the route after 5 minutes. Of 
the incident Supermarina was at once informed, with a coded message. 

Navigation continued undisturbed, with some alarm given by the Metox, until the 04:00 of 
the 6", when Ustica to approximately 2 miles of distance a was sighted on the left from the bow 
rather than to the right as was previewed. 

And to notice that, also the moon being set at 22:50 to and the night being dark and 
gloomy, the Admiral Oliva believed opportune to continue zigzagging until 02:05, reducing 
therefore to 20 knots in order to maintain the march timetable and in order to facilitate the sight of 
Ustica. 

Sighted Ustica, the Division turned for the east in order to carry itself from the other side 
of the island and at 04:17 he put the bow on Cape Zaffarano, eastern limit of the roadstead of 
Palermo. The approached for the east had made to lose to the ships some miles of useful way, for 
recover which had at 04:25 to increase the speed to 30 knots. 

Off of Cape Zaffarano the ships they would have had to pass with route 292° in front of 
the roadstead of Palermo and to fire keeping itself outside from the limit of the defensive 
minefields. 

From 04:28 to 04:34 of 6 August the episode of the encounter with small enemy ships was 
carried out, that it constituted the cause of the interruption of the mission, episode therefore 
described by the Admiral Oliva: 

"04:28 - Dark spots are sighted on the right. On the polar survey of approximately 80° of 
them defines as one ships of the largeness of a corvette. Distance 1200 m approximately. 

"04:29 - The German Metox nucleus communicates that a land radar is trying. 

"Montecuccoli opens fire against enemy torpedo boats sighted on the right and turns on the 
left. From a enemy ship then made 
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luminous signal of acknowledgment (two white lights disposed vertically). 

"04:30 - Eugene opens the fire against the sighted enemy ship that falls quickly towards 
the rear, and as succeeds to only pull one salvo of 152 millimeter with the forward turrets. 

"One comes near therefore on the left in order not distancing itself from the Montecuccoli. 

"As already pre-established, Eugene and Montecuccoli launch into the sea the airplane 
without crew. 

"04:31 Montecuccoli stops the fire. It communicates to the Supermarina that we have been 
sighted. 

"04:32 - Towards the stern notice a curtain of four flares. They make me to think that the 
formation has been sighted from the reconnaissance aircraft that had localized us at 04:13 
(according to an interpretation of the Metox) and that now illuminates us. 

"(I will then come to know that the flare was the illuminant fire from the Montecuccoli 
while, according to my understandings, the Montecuccoli would have had to only fire battery). 

"04,34 - Thinking, as a result of the fire action with the enemy torpedo boats and to the 
probable sight from part of the aerial reconnaissance aircraft, that by now had come to lack the 
surprise on which the action was completely based (was still to 34 miles and that is an hour and ten 
minutes of distance from the point in which I would have had to approach in order to begin the 
action) of being able of other part to await orders from Supermarina, I decide not to continue 
towards the objective but to direct on the point in proximity of the Eolie islands prescribed from 
Supermarina for the disengagement route. Therefore I order route 80° and speed 31". 

(04:33 and 04:36: alarms given from Metox). 

"04:39 - One specifies to Supermarina the sight and the action of fire. The elements of the 
motion also communicate themselves. 

"In the noted route of removal that in the zone remains a fire with much rather dense black 
smoke illuminated from a reddish flame and another small clear flame that has had origin in 
vicinity of the stern of the Montecuccoli. 

The Commander of the Montecuccoli therefore has justified in its report the employment 
of illuminant projects: "I state that the enemy units are developing to an attack maneuver positions 
to stern and given the urgency to reject the same attack, is begun 
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shooting illuminant on the right side little after that opened fire in order to increase the 
effectiveness of the shooting let alone to follow the development of the attack maneuver. In the 
last phase of the fire action is observed in the direction of the enemy blaze and the black smoke ". 

As far as noticed the small and clear flame of astern to the Montecuccoli, it was little 
stated after that was be a matter of a ;lifejacket equipped with a fire pointer, than - as a result of the 
concussion of the shooting - it had been come unhooked falling in sea. 

The distance of return until La Spezia, where the ships reached little after the 1h of day 7, 
was carried out without incidents. 

They directed for the east until 06:40, then they turn towards Naples, and under Capri they 
headed externally for Giannutri passing to the Pontine islands; leaving therefore north Montecristo, 
they directed in order to journey west of Elba and between the Capraia and the Gorgona. From 
Giannutri in then they were escorted from the DD Legionario and Oriani sent to meet them. 

And to notice, from the point of view of the aerial-naval co-operation, than from the 06:40 
until the sunset of the 6" the Division it constantly had in flight in its sky fighter aircrafts; until 
approximately to 8h at first 2 and then 4 Germans; from 9h to the sunset 6 Italians. 

The Metox gave frequent alarms and some opposing reconnaissance aircraft was sighted 
also from edge; but no enemy reaction was manifested, but some sight (more or less sure) of a 
periscope with consequent turns in outside of the ships and a sight from part of the Montecuccoli 
of aerial torpedo bombers at 20:13 near the island of Montecristo, not confirmed from actions of 
attack. But the aerial escort, returned to the base, communicated of to have rejected between the 
22:00 and 20:30 five attacks of aerial torpedo bombers type "Beaufighter". However from the 
ships, where the organization of the fighter direction existed, nothing was seen and nothing heard 
null (1). 

In total the Metox had given 18 alarms, of which 12 during the going distance of and 6 in 
the return distance: the events have not confirmed how many of such alarms were reliable. 


(1) In the last period of the war the "fighter direction" had been organized, embarking on the 
flagship an pilot officer of the Aeronautics that, equipped with a radiophone, indicated to the fighters where 
enemy aircrafts were found: that was possible, because aboard of the ships the sky was explored much better 
then aboard a given single-seat fighter. 
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In truth the ships that the 7" Division met were not but small subsidiary Ms ships, that 
they carried supply to Ustica, as it has been known after the end of the war. 


56" - The 8" Division renounces to continue the mission 

a) The operations order. 

While 6 August the 7" Division was on the return route, Supermarina, judging that the 
accidental action happened between the cruisers of Oliva and small enemy ships near Ustica had 
not revealed the true objective of the 7" Division, decided to repeat the operation with it 
immediately the 8"" Division under the command of Admiral Fioravanzo, than it was found at 
Genoa. Of the fact, known to Supermarina, than the Garibaldi had one of the circulation pumps of 
the oil in bad conditions of operation made to decline from the decision. 

Towards 18h they were delivered to Admiral Fioravanzo from an officer of the General 
Staff of Admiral Bergamini Commander in Chief of the Naval Forces of Battle, come from La 
Spezia with a motor vehicle, two envelopes addressed to him asking, the time closed in one 
carrying envelope the written one "to be opened at once ". One was official with written "Secret - 
the Classified Staff - N. 13S9 - to open it at sea at the point A"; the other was one autograph 
private letter of Admiral Bergamini, to be opened at once, therefore conceived: 

"6-S-43 Hours 12 - Beloved Fioravanzo, 

" Yesterday Oliva has executed the same operation that today would have to execute the 
8" Division. But he does not have it capacity to conclusion because, arrived to 3/4 of hour from 
Palermo, he was sighted by ships of surface and airplane. After a short fire action he has removed 
itself. 

"V-31 and route on Naples. It seems but that the sights were not true, because English in 
truth have not made any reaction, have hour not given any sight, have not made attacks, etc. aerial. 
If the things are therefore, are true since because the mission had been carried out very well and 
without any running aground. We will see that what Oliva will say on his return that this evening 
at midnight will happen. 
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"In short the operation consists in this: 

1) Depart at sunset for La Maddalena; to the point A of Genoa the attached envelope is 
opened. 

2) Arrive at La Maddalena at 06:30 approximately and stay all diurnal hours in order to 
leave towards evening with route then appearing towards Naples. At dark made to have for 
Palermo. To arrive in zone at dawn from Cape Zaffarano, to shell many ships in the harbor 
(maximum the 20 minutes) and to go away to all speed towards Naples or other direction agreed 
upon. 

3) At the same time aerial bombing from part of the Germans and at dawn the German and 
Italian aerial escort (approximately 15 aircraft always present). During the night there will be an 
German flare airplane for actions of disturbance for eventual attacks of aerial torpedo bombers. 

4) Characteristic of the action is the surprise and therefore, if is sight continued for the 
road, of withdraw. The order gives Supermarina... 

5) No DD to their escort, given the characteristics of the action that does not have 
absolutely to give in the eye. To make account on the speed and the maneuver. 

6) Until the moment in which I write no confirmation has come still. It is necessary to 
remember that in any case the action is carried out in two phases and that the definitive decision 
taken to go to La Maddalena. 

"This letter does not have to be read by nobody but by You and nothing being said if not 
after the point A. The most affectionate one mouth to the wolf. Aff.mo Bergamini ". 

Left Genoa at 20:10 with the cruisers Garibaldi and Duca d’Aosta, the envelope was 
opened at the point A (1.0 miles to south of Genoa) and then the operations order appeared n. 
22608 (already brought back in paragraph 55), with the only names of the ships changed and with 
to indication of "Z day" rather than "S day”. 

b) The development of the mission (Map n. 27) 

The two cruisers reached La Maddalena towards the 9h of the morning of 7 August and at 
09:05 they were both berthed in front of the island of S. Stefano. Navigation had been carried out 
without incidents on a distance to the west of the Corsica to the average speed of 24 knots until the 
Asinara, with variations comprised between the 20 and 26 knots in relation to the variable 
conditions of the sea very agitated from the Libeccio. 

The only disadvantage manifested little after 21h had regarded 
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the food pumps of boilers 5 and 7 of the Garibaldi, that they had to be extinguished: putting in 
function the feeding of reservoir, had been possible to relight the two boilers and to resume the 
speed of 24 knots. In the feature Asinara- Cape Testa the Admiral wanted to become account of 
the maximum speed that the ship could develop and could state that with difficulty it was in a 
position to supporting the sailing point of 29.5 knots with an enormous production of smoke, 
reduced to 28 effective knots for the conditions of insufficient cleanliness of the hulls. The 
Garibaldi, planned for 35 knots at the tests, could in truth run to approximately 32 knots in normal 
cargo of service and therefore the loss of 4 knots was not negligible for who had the directive "to 
make account on the speed and the maneuver". 

The pause at La Maddalena was used for a news exchange of teletype between Admiral 
Sansonetti (deputy of Supermarina, being as Head Admiral de Courten) and Admiral Fioravanzo, 
in order to replace to better in efficiency the oil and fuel pumps of the Garibaldi with the aid of the 
local workshop of Navy, and in order to study the modalities of execution of the fire in guisa not 
running the risk to hit the town of Palermo. 

At 11:10 M.M. Command of La Maddalena had telegraphed to Supermarina informing of 
the conditions in which the drive system of the flagship Garibaldi was found) specifying that "all 
force cannot be guaranteed extended operation”. 

The two cruisers left the anchorage at 18:35 and while they were directing in order to exit 
into open sea from the pass of the Biscie the M. M. Command ordered them at 19:05 of stop in 
waited for of a motorboat that had to perhaps deliver the most urgent envelope (containing recent 
air photographs of the anchorage of Palermo, announced from Admiral Sansonetti to Admiral 
Fioravanzo during the exchange of views by teletype). At 19,38, received news from M.M. 
Command who the envelope would not have been more delivered, the 8" Division replaced in 
motion, with 36 minutes of delay on the previewed, reason for which exceeded the Pass of the 
Biscie he put to 27 previewed knots instead of the 25, in order to retrieve along the distance the 
delay. He directed at first for Naples with route 106° and to the 22:21 - the setting moon in the low 
haze that was incumbent on the sea - he turned for 144°, correspondent to the route that would 
have had to carry it in the point of beginning of the shooting leaving Ustica on the left. 

At 02:30 the German group r.t. operating embarked on the Garibaldi 
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he intercepted the following signal of a Germanic reconnaissance aircraft: "01:45 Hours three 
large ships in 38° 28 ' North 13° 28' East ". This point was found approximately to average road 
between Ustica and Palermo little on the left of the route that the Division was following. 

This signal of discovery without warning placed the Division in front of the alternative: to 
continue or to reverse route. It was at 02:30 still 50 miles to north of Ustica and convene, before 
deciding, to wait for some eventual other communication that cleared the situation. 

At 02:48 Supermarina repeats the same signal of discovery, but with some varying: " 
01:45 Hours three ships of type unknown, route 280°, speed unknown, survey 5° miles 58 from 
Palermo. The signal derived from discovery of Germanic aircraft ". In this the survey from 
Palermo of the marked point from the reconnaissance aircraft marks them was exact, but the 
distance was mistaken: it was be a matter of 22 rather than of 58 miles. 

While the visibility, than end towards the 2h it had been maintained satisfactory, it had 
quickly gotten worse, a lot that towards the 3h was reduced and not to a mile. If such haze had 
been maintained, the danger of surprise would have been much stronger, much more than anybody 
of the two cruisers it still had the radar aboard. 

Then, at 03:07 from the Garibaldi it was transmitted to Supermarina: "Followed sighted 
hours 01:45 but counter ordered reversal of the route”. 

At 03:31 the Division intercepted a new message launch sent from Supermarina: " 02:40 
Hours four steamboats on survey 0° miles 6 from Sicilian Cape San Vito route 90° low speed. 
Present signal them is deriving from discovery of Germanic aircraft ". 

The commander of the Division judged that the steamboats were directing towards 
Palermo and that the three large ships of imprecise type were cruisers of protection of the 
steamboats, that they intercrossed on the route of origin of the probable offenses, corresponding 
route to that one of the 8" Division. Equipped with radar and favorites from the dense haze, they 
would have had easy reason of the two Italian cruisers. Therefore Admiral Fioravanzo confirmed 
himself in the decision not to continue, but he continued to advance until the 4h, that is until the 
limit of safety regarding the beam of the radar capacity eventually he arranges on Ustica (already 
in hand of the Anglos-American) and radar of the same large ships sighted in the environs of the 
island from the German reconnaissance aircraft. 
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At the 4h the turned of 180° in order inverting the was begun route and at 04:04 the 
Division at assumed a route of 324°, directing for the return towards north. 

At the 04:21 the message informing Supermarina of the reversal event sent from aboard: 
"Route Inverted hours 4 also for dense haze. I direct route 324°". 

A few minutes later arrived from Supermarina: "If you have not inverted route still 
continued mission. Presumably they are steamboats. 035008" The Division continued without 
answering. 

Nothing remarkable happened during the return distance, but an order of Supermarina to 
direct for La Maddalena, modified at 10:45 in the sense to go instead to La Spezia, where the two 
ships at 19:00 arrived, escorted from Capraia and after from the DD Legionario and Carabiniere 
which they encountered. From 08:23 to 19:00 the aerial escort in the sky of the ships was always 
one. 


c) The Pause to La Spezia and transfer to Genoa - Sinking of the DD GIOBERTI. 

Arriving at La Spezia, the Commander of the Division introduced to Admiral Bergamini, 
discussing with him with respect to his decision to interrupt the mission. Then he telephoned to 
Supermarina in these terms: 

"At hours 02:30 of the 8", having intercepted discovered from part of aircraft of the CAT 
of three large ships between Ustica and Palermo, repeated from Supermarina with indication three 
ships then unknown, I have transmitted my telegram of 03:07 appreciating coming little conditions 
of surprise communicate from my Commander in Chief to me stop I have continued until 04:00 
hours hoping to have from aerial reconnaissance aircraft eventual clarification approximately type 
of ship sighted & to receive timely eventual counter order from Supermarina stop While I have 
received another discovery 4 steamboats at Cape San Vito with route to the east & I have 
estimated that foretold sight three large unknown ship could make to think enemy deployment 
strengthening safety zone in order protect traffic stop I have not had doubt to be able itself to deal 
three steamboats, given the route & position. 

"While atmosphere that until hours 02:00 was clear went becoming more and more 
gloomy stop At hours 04:00 visibilities was not advanced at a mile. 

"In these conditions, also knowing to take most serious 
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decision, responsibilities are not felt by me authorized to assume the risk beyond measure to two 
ships to the Motherland, beyond this concept from the instructions that I had received stop I could 
have awaited also beyond 04:00 hours before to invert the route if to not pitfalls found in the dense 
haze in continuous increase with a Division having only the maximum speed of 28 knots, with 
drive system Garibaldi ship not sure operation (a oil circulation pump in precarious conditions, the 
case of the valve clearing of an endured boiler damage after departure & braised at La Maddalena, 
wall of a boiler semi-collapsed during return distance, large loss to a tube of the superheated water 
of food return distance), without RADAR apparatus [ largest radar ] and therefore subject to 
surprise & in conditions for not being able any to avoid some to face with the minimal succeeding 
probability of, is in the attack is in the disengagement, one or more actions in nocturnal hours and 
to the first light of dawn stop 8 August 1943, 19:30 hours ". 

The two cruisers left La Spezia for Genoa at 17:00 of 9 August, directing towards Point 
Mesco on the coastal safety route to the speed of 24 knots with the escort of the DD Mitragliere) 
Carabiniere and Gioberti (command you respective by Capt. Giuseppe Marini squadron leader, 
from the Cmdr. Gianmaria Bongioanni, the Cmdr. Carlo Zampari who was to its first mission at 
sea in time of war). On the coastal safety route the ships were online of row, with the Mitragliere 
in the led and the others two DD behind the cruisers. An aerial escort of four fighters and a "Cant 
Z 506" antisubmarine seaplane accompanied the naval formation. 

Soon after the turn of 90° on the left under Point Mesco in order following the last feature 
of the route of safety with the stern towards the coast, the two DD in tail had the order to carry 
itself in position of lateral escort: Carabiniere on left and the Gioberti on the right of the cruisers. 

At 18:24, little after to have exceeded the point of the safety route finishes and when the 
formation was in order to turn towards Genoa, the Admiral one of the fighters shoot into the water 
some rounds of machine-gun, whose spurt drew its attention and in correspondence of which he 
saw the beginning of four parallels torpedo wakes that he appreciated directed against the 
Garibaldi with impact of approximately 90°. Immediately he ordered to the lower bridge of 
command of the ship the turn on the left (that is towards the torpedoes, 
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in order to pass astern to them) with the system express of the two buttons he arranges in flag 
bridge pressing one of which ignited in front of the helmsman a red lamp or one green, and when 
he appreciated that the torpedo would be sure passes ahead of the ship made to meet the rudder 
putting it all to straight in order going away in the short time from the submarine, while on it the 
Mitragliere, the Carabiniere and the aircrafts of the escort converged with launch of 
antisubmarine depth charges. 

At the beginning of the escape maneuver they were from the launched from the flagship 
the prescribed signal. 

As soon as us rendered account aboard of the Garibaldi that the torpedo would not have 
hit the ship (they were passed to little tens of meters from its bow, while it was already beginning 
the right turn) the attention of all addressed on the right side, where the Gioberti was still marching 
to next speed to the principle in order reach the position of lateral escort ordered. It proceeded with 
rectilinear route (Graphical n. 28), appreciating perhaps that the torpedo would be passes it astern: 
instead, two of the four torpedoes hit it to the extreme astern, producing some the express outside 
sinking (see. the series of the six photographs released from the reproduced photographer of the 
Division and text). 

The others 4 ships continued for Genoa, where they arrived towards 20:00 hours the two 
cruisers entered the port and the two DD returned to La Spezia. 

Being the zone of the sinking of the Gioberti nearest La Spezia, no DD was left to help the 
shipwrecked, but it was signaled to the Commander of La Spezia to send at once fast means for the 
rescue, given the optimal weather and the calmest sea. In fact, hardly an hour after the painful 
incident a squadron of Mas was already on the place. 

The responsibility of the lost of the Gioberti was attributed to the Commander, that it 
estimated of being able to make to pass astern the torpedo running at all force, while would have 
had automatically to imitate the maneuver of the flagship (as it was done by the Duca d’Aosta) 
without to await some signal, as was prescribed, and it had not changed route although the 
repeated signals optical, radio and acoustics sent. To his justification was, at least in part, the fact 
that it was to its first mission of war being just embarked. 
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/ numeri indicano le posizioni contemporanee. — 
! puntt £ indicano le posizioni approssimate da cui 
sono state prese le Fotografie. — 
Affondamento del Ct GIOBERTI (9 agosto 1943). 
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d) The truths of the events. 

It has been seen that to the 4h of morning of 8 August the two cruisers Garibaldi and 
Duca d’Aosta they had reversed the route near Ustica because the Admiral had made the 
appreciation of the situation remembered in codicil b) of the present paragraph, in contrast with 
Supermarina that had expressed the opinion that "probably" the three large ships sighted ahead of 
the Division were steamboats rather than ships of war. 

The doubt on the exactitude of one or the other of the two appreciations lasted ten years, 
until in the issue of July 1953 of the Review "U. S. Naval Institute Proceedings" exited an article 
of Admiral H. Kent Hewitt, Commander of the American Naval Forces in the Mediterranean in 
1943, article that dealt of the activity of American Navy during the operations for the Allied 
occupation of Sicily. From this article it turned out clearly that in the night of 8 August 1943 the 
Commander of the 8th Division had exactly appreciated the situation of the Americans ships off 
the coast of Palermo: convoy directed towards the east in order to disembark troops for a tactical 
action connected with the operations of occupation of the Sicily, two cruisers (Philadelphia and 
Savannah) with the two DDs Rowan and Rhind, sent in cruise under the command of Admiral 
Davidson in order to intercept the Garibaldi and Duca d’Aosta sighted from a British 
reconnaissance aircraft, without that it was intercepted some from Rome and from aboard of the 
Garibaldi signal of discovery. 

The Americans two cruisers were armed with 15 pieces from 152 each and the two DD 
with 4 pieces of 127 and 16 torpedo tubes each: therefore the two Italian ships would have found 
without radar against Americans ships equipped with radar, having in total 18 pieces from 152 
from counter opposed by 30 pieces from 152 and 8 from 127, in order not to mention the 32 
torpedo tubes. 

Since Admiral Hewitt had written not to have understood because the morning light at 
08:00, the two Italian ships had been seen from aerial reconnaissance aircraft in route towards 
north at high speed, Admiral Fioravanzo made it to recapture (through the naval attaché in 
Washington, that was for combination Commander Goretti, already, its deputy of the General Staff 
on the Garibaldi) a explanatory letter, of which Hewitt been worth in order to publish in April 
1955 a new article on the "U,S. Naval Institute Proceedings", explanatory of the episode. 
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Fasi dell’affondamento del Ct Gioberti 
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